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I. 

JEWISH COINS. 



The pages of the Numismatic Chronicle have not for 
some time been filled with any papers on the Jewish 
coinage. Whether the cause of this neglect be the 
absence of art so peculiar to these coins, or the difficulty 
there is in their decipherment and classification, it is not 
necessary to speculate. Suffice it to say, that Jewish 
coins, notwithstanding the impetus that was given to the 
study of this class some years since, have received of 
late very little attention. 

By those, therefore, who have made this interesting 
and difficult branch of Numismatics their particular study, 
the recent paper by M. F. de Saulcy must be warmly 
welcomed. 

I propose to speak of the coins published by De Saulcy 
in their historical order. 

John Hyrcanus. 

De Saulcy publishes nineteen varieties of the coins of 
this Jewish prince. I may remark as regards the reading 
of the legend on Nos. 13, 14 and 15, i.e. ^* John the 
high-priest and head of the confederation of Jews,^^ that 
the word " confederation ^' was proposed by Dr* Levy, and 
not by Cavedoni. 

VOL. xri. N.S. B 



ic numismatic chronicle. 

Judas Aristobulus. 

On the seven varieties (Nos. 20 to 26) published by 
De Saulcy there may be found the words hro ]m {Cohen 
GadoJ) and not h^h'^ iro {Cohen GaluL) This latter reading 
has already received a fair share of remark.* 

Alexander Jann^us^ Alexander II.^ and Htrcanus JI. 

Numbers 27 to 41 are varieties of the coins of Alexander 
Jannseus. 

De Saulcy publishes (No. 47) a piece which he attri- 
butes to John Hyrcanus 11., and to the period of the reign 
of this prince comprised between the years b.c. 69 to 66 
or B.C. 63 to 57. Its description as given is : — 

Ohv, — . . ASIAEQ2. Anchor within a circle. 

Bev, — »iT|3 .... (very clear). In the field 

a star. 

De Saulcy remarks that this fragment of legend can 
only be completed by reading "j^an ]3mrr (Jehochanan 
Hammelek). 

Now I have no wish to say that this reading is incor- 
rect^ but the second word^ Hammelek, is supplied from the 
two letters . . . &n. Unless the 12 is so clearly defined 
as to leave no doubt^ it seems to me that the letters might 
equally well be ^n, the original letters being somewhat 
alike. In this case^ the word would be ]Tort Hakkohen. 

A somewhat similar coin was published in 1864 by the 
Rev. H. .C. Reicbardt,^ on the obverse of which are the 
letters HA ? (or SA), and on the reverse the legend 

1 "Jewish Coinage/' p. 62; Num. Chron., n.s., vol. v. p. 
848. 

* Num. Chron., n.s., vol. iv. p. 176. 
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[pja ^rov Jonathan Cohen, and was attributed by liim 
to Hyrcanus II. 

Now the important question to decide, is the correct 
reading of the Greek letters on the obverse. How does 
De Saulcy propose to supply the deficiency? If Mr. 
Reichardt be correct in his reading, EA (or 2A), and M. De 
Saulcy in his, ASIAE12S — then the complete reading may be 
BA^IAEOS AAeHANAPOY. If it is not to he so interpreted, 
does De Saulcy suppose that YPKANOY is the word to 
be supplied ? I confess that I am unable to offer a solu- 
tion of the difficulty, though I am in favour of classing 
these coins with the mass of small pieces attributed by 
some to Alexander Jannseus, by others to Alexander II. 
. Of these latter De Saulcy has published two examples 
(42 and 43), but leaves their attribution undecided. 

Judging from history, it seems very doubtful whether 
Alexander II., who was never king, ever struck coins, 
especially bearing that title, and it would seem more 
probable, and as has been often suggested, and is again 
reiterated by M. de Saulcy in his present paper, that 
the type adopted by Alexander Jannaeus was perpetuated 
during the subsequent reigns, though the names of the 
reigning prince might be different. 

Should this be the case, I suppose it will be necessary to 
attribute to Alexander Januseus the remarkable coins 
published in 1864 by Reichardt,* which I am rather 
surprised have not been noticed by De Saulcy in alluding 
to this period of the Jewish history. They are remarkable 
from having the Greek name Alexander repeated in 
Hebrew characters (irj^ns^y, Alexadras^ or irymSDiby, 
Alekxadras), instead of the Jewish name of the issuer of 
the coiii. 



3 Num. Chron., n.s., vol. iv. p. 175. 
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It is evident that we must wait for more perfect 
examples of this portion of the Jewish coinage before any 
real and satisfactory conclusion can possibly be attained. 

If, on the one hand, there is much uncertainty respect- 
ing the attribution of the aforementioned pieces, there is, 
on the other hand, great satisfaction in being able to assure 
ourselves of the correct attribution of some coins to j 

Hyrcanus II., an attribution for which Numismatists are 
indebted to De Saulcy. 

Under the numbers 44 and 45, De Saulcy publishes 
some pieces bearing the legend 

irrn innn hun pDn ]Dmrr 

Jehochanan Hakkoken Haggadol Hacheber Hajehudim, 
which, as he remarks, would at first sight seem to belong 
to John Hyrcanus. The rare coin, however, in the 
possession of the Count de Vogue, which in place of the 
name i^mrr, Jehochanan, bears that of rrnntt, Mattathias 
(Antigonus), but which is in other respects identical, proves 
without doubt that these pieces must be attributed to 
Hyrcanus II., and in all probability were issued in the 
year B.C. 41, the year before the accession of Antigonus. 

Of No. 46 a more perfect specimen must be obtained 
before either its reading or its attribution can be 
determined. 

Antigonus. 

Some small copper pieces, bearing for type on one side 
what was supposed to be four trees, and on the other a 
candelabrum with seven branches, were published by M. 
De Vogii^ in 1860,* and from their similarity to other 

* Kev. Num., 1860, p. 291, PI. xiii. No. 8. 
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coins bearing the legend " Mohammed [is the] Apostle 
of God/' were attributed by him " to the period which 
separates the Arab coinage from the coinage of the 
first money of the Caliph Abd-el-Melik/'s 

'^ I also published this coin, with others of a kindred charac- 
ter, in my work (" Jewish Coinage," p. 281). The reviewer of 
my book in the Morning Post (Sept. 28th, 1864) considered 
the account of these Arab coins confused and unsatisfactory. 
" How should," he says, ** any money have been coined before 
the first ? The figures, supposed to be caliphs, increase the 
difficalty. It is well known that the law of Mohammed forbade 
all imitation of the human form, and that for more than seventy 
years after the Hegira his successors obediently abstained from 
all coinage. The want of a circulating medium for these vast 
dominions, after they had exhausted the plunder of conquered 
realms, compelled Abd-el-Melik, in a.d. 695, to issue national 
coins, and he employed a Jew named Somyor as his first mint- 
master. He probably commenced his work at Jerusalem, and 
it is not likely that there were any Mohammedan coins prior to 
this date." De Saulcy's classification of the coins bearing 
figures of a caliph (** Num. Jud.," p. 188 ; ** Jewish Coinage," 
p. 280), seems to be justified by the following passages from 
the Arab historian. El Makrizy, who, speaking of Moaviah, 
says, " He struck dinars, on which he was represented girded 
with a sword;" and, a little further, in recording that El 
Hedjadj received the orders of Abd-el-Melik to commence in 
Irak the fabrication of Mussulman pieces, directed by the Jew 
Somair, adds, ** These coins having circulated to Medina, where 
there were still some of the companions of the Prophet, they 
only disapproved of the types, for they bore figures " {Traite 
des Monnaies MussulmaneSf translated by M. Silvestre de Sacy 
from the Arabic of El Makrizy. Paris, 8vo., 1797, pp. 15, 18). 
From these statements, and from their great similarity to the 
Byzantine coinage of the period, it would seem probable that 
they were struck in the earlier part of the reign of Abd-el- 
Melik, who, towards the year 76 (= a.d. 695) gave up figures 
(Lettres de Baron Marchant, Paris, 1851; note by M. A. de 
Longperier, pp. 14, 15 ; cf. Gibbon, ed. Smith, vol. vi. p. 377, 
note a), and issued gold and silver pieces, employing a Jew as 
his mint-master. It would, therefore, seem correct to say that 
these coins were the first copper pieces struck in Jerusalem by 
the conquering Arabs, and that they were struck during the 
period which separates the Arab conquest from the coining of 
the first money of the caliph Ab-el-Melik. 
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The piece now published by De Saulcy (No. 50) 
proves this attribution to be incorrect, and that these 
coins should be assigned to Antigoiius. The word nnn 
(portion of Mattathias) occurs on the obverse, and the 
letters SAN (BAS ANTIT) on the reverse. De Saulcy 
suggests that what has been taken for the four tiecs 
is only the four feet of the table of shew-bread. 

I must congratulate M. de Saulcy on the discovery of 
this interesting novelty. 

Archelaus. 

No. 63. The remark of De Saulcy respecting the trident 
in front of the prow on some coins of Archelaus (De 
Saulcy, PL vii. No. 2 ; Madden, p. 92. No. 2) is very 
probable. He suggests that it is only an UU (omega), and 
that this letter is a portion of the word HPCIOA. 

Herod Antifas. 

De Saulcy publishes several interesting varieties of the 
coins of this Jewish prince. 

Agriffa I. 

In a P.S. De Saulcy says — " I have again collected a 
large number of the coins of Agrippa with the umbrella, 
100 at least ! All, without exception, are dated year VI., 
L.^. I persist then more than ever to deny the other 
dates which have been published.^' 

I have nothing more to say on this question. It now 
rests with M. Reichardt to produce his two coins with 
other dates. I might suggest that he should forward them 
to the Editors of the Numismatic Chronicle for a careful 
examination. 
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Herod I. 
The various examples published by De Saulcy are 
interesting, inasmuch as they add to or correct the coins 
of Herod I. as at present known. A more perfect example 
of No. 56 must, however, be obtained before its attribution 
can be accepted as certain. 

The Two Revolts of the Jews. 

M. de Saulcy commences this portion of his paper by 
saying that he persists more than ever in attributing to 
the first revolt, that is to say, the one which ended in the 
destruction of Jerusalem, only the small coins having for 
type a vase with cover, bearing for date the year 2 ; and a 
vaee without cover, with date year 8. As to all others, 
he attributes them without one exception to the revolt of 
Barcochab. 

So far so good. 

M. de Saulcy then proceeds to publish some varieties 
of the coins of this period, and it is of those described 
under the Nos. 64, 65, and 68 that I would say a few 
words. 

Speaking of 64 and 65 De Saulcy says : " The similarity 
of these two pieces, of which one of the sides has been 
struck from the same die^ and of which one — according 
to Madden — would belong to the first revolt, whilst the 
other would be of the second, shows that this theory will 
not bear examination." 

Of 68, De Saulcy says : " Madden attributes this piece 
to the first revolt and to Simon-bar-Gioras; it belongs 
certainly neither to the one nor to the other.'' 

I must take exception to these passages. 

De Saulcy's paper bears date "the 9th of October, 
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1870.'* Four years previously (in 180G) I published a 
paper on *' The Coins of the Two Revolts of the Jews/* 
in the Numismatic Chronicle (n.s. vol. vi. p. 36) in 
which I reconsidered the whole question, and restored to 
Barcochab the very coins of which De Saulcy now writes. 

The Numismatic Chronicle has^ I own^ a limited 
circulation, and is probably not consulted by any but 
Numismatists. I do, however, maintain that De Saulcy^ 
as a Numismatist, should have examined its pages to see 
if anything had been written of a novel character since 
the publication of my work in 1864. 

I have no intention in this article to rediscuss the 
question, nor does De Saulcy 's paper give occasion for me 
to do so. My views were fully given in my paper pub- 
lished in 1866, and nothing that I have at present seen 
has been written since that year to warrant me reopening 
the subject. I then expressed the hope — which I now 
reiterate — that Numismatists interested in Jewish coins 
will well consider all that has been taritten upon the 
question, with a view of obtaining, if practicable, a correct 
classification of the later period of Jewish coinage. 

F. W. Madden. 

AprU lOa, 1872. 
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ON AN UNPUBLISHED COIN OF ARTAVASDES H., 

KING OF ARMENIA. 

In the cabinet of the late Mr. Woodhouse, which on his 
death in 1866 he bequeathed to the British Museum, is 
a coin which throws a little light over one of the darkest 
parts of all history — the annals of ancient Armenia after 
the death of Tigranes the last King of Syria. 

The fall of the kingdom of the Seleucidae in Asia 
Minor before the rapidly increasing power of Rome 
placed Armenia in an exceedingly unpleasant position. 
On this side the Parthians, on that the Romans, each a 
young and mighty power, were rapidly extending their 
borders. A collision between the two was inevitable, 
and as the natural boundary between them lay through 
the mountains of Armenia, nothing seemed more likely 
than that this comparatively feeble power would be 
trampled to death beneath the feet of the contending 
continents. This danger, however, brought a large im- 
mediate increase of importance and dignity to the princes 
of the line of Tigranes, who could feel that they held 
the balance, and were in a position to give preponderance 
to the influence of either power in the eastern part of 
Asia Minor. 

Unfortunately the accounts handed down to us of 
those times are not much to be relied on, because they 

VOL. XIT. N.s. o 
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come mostly from a purely European source. Tacitus 
and Dion Cassius have each preserved for us a list of 
kings^ supposed to have governed Armenia chiefly in the 
Roman interest ; and yet it appears^ from the accounts 
of native historians, that during all this time there were 
independent kings on the throne, by name Archam and 
Abgar. 

We can only reconcile the very diflereut statements of 
native and Soman historians by supposing that the kings 
whose deeds are dwelt on by the former ruled a remoter 
and more secure part of their native dominions, while 
the more accessible parts of Armenia were overrun by the 
Roman or Parthian armies. It would seem that there 
must have been two dynasties reigning at once ; and the 
assertion of Moses ^ of Khoren, that Abgar son of 
Archam, the nephew of Tigranes, established a dynasty 
ruling from Edessa, would tend to show that the southern 
parts of Armenia were less under foreign influence than 
the rest. Certainty in these matters is scarcely attain- 
able ; but from the complete silence of native writers as 
to the kings mentioned by the Roman historians, we 
may be almost sure that the latter have magnified the 
influence and successes of their compatriots in this part 
of Asia. Still it cannot be doubted that part of Armenia 
was ruled by the kings whose successions and wars are 
narrated by Tacitus and Dion. To begin with the 
account of Tacitus.^ " Vonones,'* he says (the deposed 
Parthian monarch)| ''sought an asylum in Armenia, at 
that time in a state of anarchy, and not to be relied on as 
an adherent either of Parthia or Rome, in consequence of 
the crime of Antonius, who by counterfeiting friendship 

^ Mo'ise de Khorene. French trans., liv. ii. ch. 27. 
' Tacitus, ''Ann./' ii. 8. Trans, by Beesley. 
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had entrapped Artavasdes, King of the Armenians^ then 
loaded him with fetters ; and ended by putting him to 
death. His son^ Artaxias, whose affection for his father 
made him our mortal foe^ found a shield for himself and 
his kingdom in the power of the Arsacidae. He was 
assassinated by his kinsmen; and Tigranes, being ap- 
pointed to Armenia by Csesar^ was, under the escort of 
Tiberius Nero, put in possession of his sovereignty. 
Tigranes, however, did not reign long, nor did his 
children, though they observed the barbarous custom of 
intermarriage and joint sovereignty. 

'' By order of Augustus, Artavasdes was next raised to 
the throne, but was deposed ; and not without disastrous 
consequences to us. This caused the appointment of 
Caius Caesar, to adjust the affairs of Armenia, and he set 
up Ariobarzanes, by birth a Mede, whose extreme per- 
sonal beauty and brilliant ability made the appointment a 
most popular one with the Armenians. When he had 
been accidentally killed, they refused to submit to his 
children; and, after trying the experiment of a female 
sovereign, named Erato, whom they soon deposed, being 
irresolute, disorganized, and in a state of anarchy rather 
than freedom, they placed the wanderer, Vonones, on the 
throne.^' 

I make so long an extract from Tacitus because his 
account is clear and doubtless in the main correct. Dion 
Cassius tells the same story up to a certain point. He 
too relates that Antonius entrapped and put to death 
Artavasdes I., the son and successor of Tigranes ; that 
the throne was at once seized by his son, Artaxias (whom 
in one place^ Dion seems to call Artavasdes also), and held 
by means of succour from Parthia. This prince, as Dion 

^ Dion Cassias, lib. liv. c. 9. 
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proceeds to state,^ had a not unnatural dislike for the 
Romans^ and by him all the Roman residents in Armenia 
were massacred. The wrath of Augustus was naturally 
roused at this piece of barbarism^ and he seized the pre- 
text of a request from certain Armenian nobles to send 
Tiberius with an army and orders to dethrone the 
Armenian king^ and put in his place Tigranes II., who 
had been a hostage at Borne. The task of Tiberius was 
made an easy one by the assassination of Artaxias before 
the Roman army reached Armenia.^ The reign of 
Tigranes, however, soon came to an end. He perished in 
a war with the barbarous tribes of the frontier. And at 
this point the account of Dion diverges from that of 
Tacitus. I have already quoted the account of the latter 
writer. The former asserts that Tigranes was succeeded 
by the Queen, Erato. When she had lost the kingdom, 
the Romans tried to set up as ruler Ariobarzanes, a 
Mede and refugee at Rome.' The Armenians, however, 
joined the Parthians in resistance to this interference, 
and in front of one of their fortresses Caius Caesar was 
treacherously wounded. Ultimately, Ariobarzanes was 
established by Roman arms ; and at his death Augustus 
set up his son, Artabazes or Artavasdes. At the death, 
Dion proceeds, ^ of Artaxes (who must be either this 
Artabazes or his son), Artabanus the Parthian gave 
Armenia to his son, Arsaces, and afterwards to Mithra- 
dates the Iberian. 

It will be seen that Dion and Tacitus cannot be 
reconciled in their accounts of the names and fates of the 
successors of Tigranes. Tacitus makes Artabazus the 
successor of that monarch, followed in order by Ario- 



* Dion Cassins, lib. li. c. 16. ' Ibid., lib. liv. c. 9. 

• Ibid., lib. Iv. c. 10a, ^ ibid., lib. Iviii. c. 26. 
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barzanes and ^Erato ; Dion says that the order of these 
reigns was as follows : Tigranes, Erato^ Ariobarzanes^ and 
Artabazus. Nor is it possible to reconcile these accounts^ 
except by assuming a second Erato and a second 
Artabazus. Let us turn to the monument of Ancyra,^ 
a more trustworthy record than either of the above. 
This monument relates that Augustus set up in Armenia 
Tigranes^ son of Artavasdes I. ; and afterwards^ when the 
Armenians had revolted^ Ariobarzanea and his son 
Artavasdes in succession. Unfortunately, the coins of 
Augustus give but little information, the inscriptions and 
types of two of them (PL I., Nos. 5 and 6) show that the 
Emperor interfered successfully in Armenia, but that 
is all. 

I have recapitulated all the important evidence to be 
found bearing on the history of Armenia at this period, 
and can only regret that it is not more decisive. In par- 
ticular, although it is quite established that the account 
of Tacitus, as far as the death of Tigranes II., is correct, 
yet it is very strange that he alone mentions an Artavasdes 
or Artabazus as holding the throne for a while before the 
appointment of C. Caesar in the East. - 

At this point I must pause, to lay before the reader 
the coin which is the subject of the present essay. It 
will be found engraved (PL I., No. 7), and may be 
described as follows : — 

Oftv.— BASIAEOE MEFAAOY APTAVABAOY. Head of 
the king, diademed, right. Border of dots. 

Rev.—BEOY KAISAPOS EYEPrETOY. Head of Augustus, 
laureate, right. Border of dots. Size 4J (Mion- 
net) ; weight 64*7 grs. Art poor. 

Before further considering the historical bearing of 
this coin, I may notice one or two interesting peculiari- 

« Boeckh., *' Corp. Inscr.," No, 4040. 
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ties in it. It is evidently framed on the model of a 
Roman denarins^ and shows nothing but Roman in- 
flaence. Thus the name of Artavasdes is strangely spelt, 
the Y having both the form and force of the Latin V. 
The term E vergetes as applied to Augustus, is noteworthy ; 
nowhere else, as I understand, does it occur in this age, 
and a curious illustration is afforded of the passage in the 

Gospel of St. Luke, C. xxii. v. 25 — ot c{bva-ca{ovrcs avrw 

€V€pyirai. KaXovvroL, As Ptolemseus Evergetes II. had at 
this time been a century and a half dead, it is interesting 
to find his surname revived in the remote region of 
Armenia at a time close to the birth of our Lord. 

That the head on the reverse of this coin is that of 
Augustus seems certain, both from its likeness to that on 
his coins, and from the use of the term 0EO2. Even as 
early as this the Greek cities of the East were not 
ashamed to bestow the title 0£O2 on eminent Romans ; 
thus the words 0EON 2EBA2T0N occur on the coins of 
Pergamus, and the words 0EA 2EBASTH are used of Livia 
on the coins of Sidon. The title of Great King, which 
was before assumed by Tigranes II. (see PI. I., No. 3) 
was taken by the kings of Armenia, because of the power 
of subordinate feudatories who under them ruled the dis- 
tricts of Armenia.^ I have also had engraved, for pur- 
poses of comparison, two coins of Artavasdes I. (PL L, 
Nos. 1 and 2), and one struck under the protectorate of 
Germanicus (PI. I., No. 4), the latter of which is very 
similar in style and size to the Roman denarius.^^ 

To return to the historical question, it is quite certain 
that the present coin was struck between b.c. 10 and 
A.D 14; but whether it was struck under that prince, who 

^ Langlois, ** Numismatique de rArmenie," p. 86. 
^^ I have taken the liberty of borrowing these illustrations 
from M. Langlois' complete work on the coins of Armenia. 
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is said by Tacitus to have been '* nee sine clade nostrorutn 
dejectus/^ previous to the expedition of C. Caesar, or 
whether under the son of Ariobarzanes, must remain 
doubtful. My own theory, based on the account of 
Tacitus, is this — that during the anarchy which followed 
on the death of Tigranes II., the Roman generals in Asia 
Minor set up a prince of the blood royal, named 
Artavasdes, and coined money, in his name and with his 
effigy, at some town of Syria, wherewith to pay the troops 
with which they supported his pretensions to the throne of 
Armenia. These troops were defeated, and the prince 
disappears from history. This defeat was at once followed 
by the expedition of C. Caesar in b.c. 6, the result of 
which was the establishment of Ariobarzanes and his son. 
The further reasons with which I can support this theory 
are the following: — Firstly, the head of Augustus is 
youthful, and seems to belong rather to a period before 
than after b.c. 6. Secondly, the style of the coin^ and 
its unlikeness to all the money of Armenia, except the 
one coin of Germanicus struck under similar circum* 
stances to those I suppose, render it probable that it was 
not meant for circulation in Armenia so much as among 
Roman legionaries. At least, it is certainly the work of 
Roman artists, and far more resembles the coinage of a 
military usurper than that of one who, like Artavasdes, 
the son of Ariobarzanes, succeeded to the throne of a 
father. 

Thus, if Tacitus is right, and there was a King 
Artavasdes in Armenia before 6 B.C., I think that to 
this prince the present coin must be attributed ; but 
if Tacitus is wrong, and has antedated the reign of the 
son of Ariobarzanes, in any case it must be considered as 
the first and only coin yet published of Artavasdes II. 

Percy Oardner. 



III. 



NOTES ON THE ANNALS OF THE SCOTTISH COINAGE. 

No. I. 

Though a great deal has been done during the last thirty 
years to correct the errors and clear away the difficulties 
of the earlier writers on Scottish Numismatics^ there are 
many points which are still involved in considerable 
obscurity. Nor is this to be wondered at^ when it is 
remembered that the most valuable materials necessary 
for fully illustrating the history of the Scottish coinage 
are not now available ; and the Acts of Parliament and 
other public records which remain, leave many difficult 
points untouched. 

Under such circumstances, the incidental references 
scattered through contemporary annals and records may 
afford valuable assistance when it is not possible to obtain 
more authoritative evidence. The following memoranda 
are taken in a great measure from such sources, and 
it is hoped may prove of some use to those who are 
interested in this study. It is necessary to premise that 
they must be received with different degrees of authority ; 
nor can any particular rule be laid down on this point 
beyond the general one, that the nearer an author is to 
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the time of which he writes, the more likely he is to be 
correct in matters such as these. 

The early history of the Scottish money is involved in 
great obscurity. We possess no historical evidence on 
which any reliance can be placed, till a comparatively 
late period. The notices which are found in the early 
chronicles are more curious than trustworthy. 

Lesly assures us that Reutha, a very early King of 
Scotland, made money of leather : — *' Nummum ex corio 
bubulo cudi jussit.'^ ^ 

Buchanan gives to a certain King Donald V. the credit 
of first coining money ;^ while Boethius assigns that 
honour to Donald I., who '' primus omnium Scotorum 
regum ut in nostris annalibus proditum est memoriae 
nummum argenteum aureumque signavit/^ &c. : ^ an 
account which is translated in the quaint old version of 
Bellenden as follows : — 

'* King Donald was the first King of Scottis that prentit ane 
penny of gold or silver. On the ta side of this money was 
prentit ane croce, and his face on the tothir. The Scottis 
usit na money, hot marchandise, quhen thay interchangeit with 
Britonis and Bomanis afore thir days, except it war money of 
the said Bomanis or Britonis : as may be previt be snidry aald 
hardis and treasooris found in divers partis of Scotland with 
unconth cunye."* 

It is hardly necessary to say that this account is of no 
historical value, seeing that there is no authority given 
by the historian for his statement, and that no coins have 
ever been heard of anywhere near the period here indi- 
cated. 



^ ** Hist. Scot.," lib. ii. p. 24 ; Nic. Hist. Lib., part ii. p. 85. 
« lib. vi. p. m. 176. 8 Lib. v. fol. 86 b. 

* Vol. i. p. 196 (ed. 1821). 

VOL. XII. N.S. D 
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We may safely assume that in Scotland a circulating 
medium^ struck in the country^ was much later of coming 
into use than among neighbouring nations;^ and the 
reason of this was in all probability the scarcity of 
metal^ and the want of necessary skilly in addition to the 
poverty of the country and the absence of any great 
foreign intercourse. When anything was wanted which 
barter could not supply, ornaments of gold and silver, 
or the precious metals by weight, would most likely 
be used in the earlier times, and the " uncouth cunye '* 
of other countries in the later. A curious proof of 
the scarcity of money is found in the laws of King 
David I.,^ when, though there was a native currency, 
and though money penalties are sometimes mentioned, 
there is more frequent note of offenders being liable for 
a fine of so many ^'ky'^ (cows), with sometimes the 
addition of a " colpendach '* (calf).^ There are traces 
in the early annals, of payments in money long before we 
have proof of a native currency. It is related that Brudus 
sent considerable sums to the Saxon King Edwine — ^'missa 
ad eum ingenti pecuniae vi/' ^ In the time of Malcolm 
Canmore a " nummus aureus " is mentioned, though what 
it was is not particularly specified.' It is called in the 
Scotch translation by Bellenden "a golden penny,*' ^® 
though the same sum is elsewhere stated to be ^' half 
ane merk.'' In the ^' Leges inter Brettos and Scotos ^ 
the '' croo " (that is, the assithement) for the slaughter 



6 Buddiman's Introduction, p. 118. Edin., 1782. 

^ ** Assise Regis David." 

^ Vide Skene, ** De Sig. Ver/' sub Colpendach. 

8 Boece, lib. x. folio 194 a ; Nic. Hist. Lib., ii. 85. 

^ Boethius, lib. iii. fol. 85 a. 

10 lb., vol. i. p. 84. 
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of a king is fixed at three thousand ^'orarum aure- 
arum/' ^^ 

But though specie or foreign money may have been 
used in payments of this kind, there is little doubt but 
that there was an attempt at a native coinage much earlier 
than is generally supposed. 

In 1806 a quantity of very early gold articles was found 
in Peeblesshire, and among the rest a number of flat- 
tened '^ circular gold pellets, each marked with a cross in 
relief/^ ^* Forty of the same kind were found in Lanark- 
shire ; another hoard in Forfarshire, and others in various 
parts of the country. Two of these pieces, if we can call 
them such^ are preserved in the Antiquarian Museum in 
Edinburgh. They weigh 4 dwt. 15 grs. and 4 dwt. 
12^ grs. respectively, and are figured in Mr. Wilson's 
" Prehistoric Annals of Scotland." That distinguished 
antiquary has no doubt that these circular pieces of 
gold^ with nothing but the cross or star, were ^'the 
primitive type of native minted currency.*' ^^ 

The cross, and the workmanship of the other articles 
found along with them might afford some clue to the 
age in which they were made; but no other evidence 
exists on this point. 

It is also recorded that amongst the articles of silver 
found in Norrie's Law, were several coins with rude 
markings on them.^^ It is much to be regretted that no 
exact account of these has been preserved. In many parts 

h **Acts" (ed. 1844), p. 299; vide Skene, "De sig. verb." 
8,v, " croo ; " vide also Eobertson's "Early Kings of Scotland," 
App. "Money.** 

12 Wilson's " Prehistoric Annals of Scotland,*' pp. 817, 519, 
520. 

13 lb., p. 318. 1^ lb., p. 354. 
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of the country thin discs of iron have been discovered in 
tumuli^ which have been supposed to have been used as 
currency, but from the perishable nature of the metal 
none have ever been preserved long enough to make any 
particular examination of them. 

There does not seem to have been any class of coins 
corresponding to those which are called Early Britisli 
ever struck amongst the barbarous tribes of Caledonia. 
Though some Gaulish and Early British types have been 
found in Scotland, they seem all to have been brought 
from other parts. Nor do we find any native imitations 
even of the Roman coins, which must have been plentiful 
in the country. Some coins have been attributed to the 
chiefs of the Western Islands, but their attribution is not 
altogether satisfactory.^^ Other hoards may come to light 
which will give more certain evidence, but in the mean- 
time, though coins exist of the type of David I., but 
ruder, and evidently of earlier work, it is doubtful whether 
we can satisfactorily appropriate coins even to Alex- 
ander I. 

In the early Scottish laws, though we find no regula- 
tions as to the currency, there is constant reference to 
money. Among the " Fragments of Ancient Codes '* 
preserved in the first volume of the " Acts of the Scottish 
Parliament,^^ there is one which provides : — " Quicunque 
falsam monetam fecisse probatum est man us ejus ampu- 
tetur/''« 

Though the age of these fragments is uncertain, they 
are probably not earlier than the time of David I. Another 
law of the same reign — the authenticity of which is not 
altogether free from suspicion —provides that, "Pro vulnere 



ifi Lindsay, p. 2. 18 "Acts," vol. i. p. 376. 
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iu facie^ vuluerans dabit unam peciam auri^ videlicet unam 
imaginem auri."^^ As no native gold coin then existed, 
this law, if we accept it as genuine, must refer either to 
foreign gold coins or to some amount of uncoined metal. 
There is a proof that gold in some shape was current in 
Scotland at that time, for we find in the year 1153 David I. 
made a grant to the Abbey of Dunfermline of all the gold 
which, should accrue to him from Fife and Fothrif.^^ 

In the "Leges inter Brettos et Scotos," "twenty- 
one pennies and two-thirds of a penny '^ are mentioned 
as the " croo " (assithement) of the " newow of ane oge- 
thearn.''*^ In the "Laws of the Four Boroughs,'' «^ 
which is generally considered now as the first body of 
legislation on which historical reliance can be placed, there 
are various denominations of money mentioned .^^ The 
brewer is to pay to the alderman fourpence per annum 
for leave to brew ; the merchant who has a covered booth 
in the market-place is to pay a halfpenny to the town ; 
but he who has one uncovered will only owe a "ferding.''^ 
A burgess " forfalt " is, by the same code, fixed at eight 
shillings. The date of those curious enactments i& prior to 
the year 1153, and therefore during the reign of David I. ; 
but it is hardly necessary to say that no halfpence or 
farthings of this reign have ever been discovered. Most 
probably the pennies were broken into the parts required. 

A few years after (1170) this we find a charter granted 
to the monks of Paisley of some land in Ayrshire, by 



17 Nichol., p. 86. 

18 Hailes, vol. ii. p. 461 ; '' Chart. Dan.," v. ii. f. 7. 

19 **Acts," p. 299. 

20 Edinburgh, Berwick, Stirling, Roxburgh. 

21 *' Acts," Preface, p. 82. 

22 lb., pp. 27, 82, 88, 34. 
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Hose of Cragyii, in whicli mention is made of *' tres 
nummatas ferri/ ^ It is difficult to say to what this 
singular notice refers. There is no trace of any other 
coinage at that period except the silver pennies, and yet 
the mention of a baser currency might imply that it was 
not altogether unknown. 

In the reign of William the Lion we first find trustworthy 
evidence on the state of money matters in Scotland. His 
coins are numerous, and the large sums mentioned in the 
chronicles show a great increase in the wealth and civili- 
sation of the country. In 1186 Gilbert^ son of Fergus, 
liOrd of Galloway, offered Henry of England two thou- 
sand merks of silver as a yearly tribute.** Under the year 
1189 we find the same sum mentioned by Wynton : — 

'* Twa thousand marks of sic mone, 
As oysed wes than in cure countre.'* .... 



The chronicler of Mailros says, under the year 1190 : — 

*' Willelmus rex Scottorum dedit Recardo regi Anglorum x. 
millia marcas auri et argenti propter dignitates et libertates ac 
honores suos quos habuit ante guerram et pro Berewic et 
Rochesbnrh quas Henricns rex per xyj annos violenter 
detinuit." 26 

Two years afterwards, according to the same authority,** 
William sent from Roxburgh two thousand marks as a 
contribution towards paying the ransom of Richard of 
England ; and still later in the same reign we find the 
Scottish king agreeing to pay King John fifteen thousand 
marks as compensation for the destruction of the castle 



28 "Registrum de Passelet" (Maitland Club), p, 281. 
2* Hailes, vol. i. p. 151 (8rd ed., Edin., 1819). 
26 •*Chron. de Mail.," p. 98. 
26 lb., p. 100; Hailes, vol. i. p. 160. 
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of Tweedraouth, and for '* procuring his friendship and ful- 
tilling certain conventions between them/' ^-^ The difficulty 
with which this sum was raised renders the astounding 
statement of Hector Boece that one hundred thousa.nd 
pounds sterling was the sum to be paid as William's 
ransom after his capture by the English^ — to borrow the 
forcible language of the learned author of the Preface to 
Anderson's ^'Diplomata Scotise '' — '* equally false and in- 
credible/' 

Under the year 1195 we find in the " Chronicle of Mail- 
ros " the first direct reference to the coinage : — 

** Willelmus Bex Scottorum innovavit monetam suam." ^ 

This was^ no doubt, the second coinage of William the 
Lion. It is mentioned by Wynton, in his chronicle : — 

" Of Scotland then the Kyng WiUame 
Eenew'd his mone then at hame ;" ^^ . . . . 

And it is also referred to by Balfour and Hailes^ though 
no other particulars are given.*^ 

Three years after this there was a great famine in 
Scotland ; so much so that^ according to Boece, a ^^modius 
of barley could hardly be purchased for five ' aurei.' " ^^ 
Unfortunately, he does not inform us what he means 
either by "modius" or "aureus;" so the reference is 
of no historical value as far as money is concerned. 

The long reign of Alexander II. afibrds very scanty 
materials for the annals of the coinage. The chronicler 



27 '« FiBdera," t. i. p. 155 ; HaUes, vol. i. p. 164. 

28 Bellenden's Trans., vol. ii. p. 818. 

29 *• Chron. de Mailros," p. 102. 
^ Wyn., bk. vii. c. viii. ; 579. 

^^ Balfour^ vol. i. p. 80 ; Hailes, (sub anno). 
32 Hailes, vol. i. p. 866. 
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of Melrose mvr that in 1247 there was a ''mutatio 
monete/* ® and the same event is referred to by Balfour 
under the same date : — 

"This zeire E. Alexander with adwisse of hes 8 estaits 
altered the standard of hes coyne in a Parliament holdin at 
St. Andrews.'^ « 

Alexander 11. died in July, 1249. 
Under the year 1250 we find in Balfour and in Hailes 
a notice of a change in the coinage : — 

*' This zeire K. Alexander renewed the stampe of his co3me. 
making the crosse to taoche the ntermost poynte of the circhell 
wich in his predescessors rainges it did not'*^ 

In the " Scotichronicon " it is thus given : — 

'* Moneta etiam Scoticana renovatur ; ita at crax qnsB prins 
non transivit circnlnm in denarinm modo ad extremos fines 
denarii attingat."^® 

These references at once raise the question of the 
appropriation of the coins of Alexander II. and his suc- 
cessor. By the present arrangement the short-cross 
pennies, and these only, are attributed to the former 
king^ and all the long-cross^ both double and single^ to 
the latter. 

In the absence of any direct evidence on the subject 
there are many reasons why the present appropriation is 
unsatisfactory. 

1. The short-cross pennies which bear the name of 
Alexander are of the highest degree of rarity ; only seven 



» ** Chron. de Mailros," p. 177. 
w Balfour's ** Annals," vol. i. p. 66. 
** Balfour, vol. i. p. 67. 

M Fordan's '^ Scotichronicon," Bower*s Continuation (ed. 
1769), ii. 83. 
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being known to Mr. Lindsay at the time of the publica- 
tion of his view of the Scottish coinage,^^ while the long 
single and double-cross pennies with the same legend are 
the most numerous coins in* the Scottish series.^ But 
the reign of Alexander II. extended to upwards of thirty 
years, and was only a few months shorter than that of his 
successor. During thisjong period the country made great 
advances in wealth and civilisation, and we might expect 
from the surrounding historical circumstances that a large 
coinage would be required.^ 

2. It is true, no doubt, that the coinage of William the 
Lion was a very extensive one, and this is urged as a 
reason in favour of the present arrangement by Mr. 
Lindsay ; ^ but we have seen that during his reign large 
sums were sent out of the kingdom, and it is unlikely 
that what remained would be enough for the require- 
ments of a country making such progress as Scotland was 
then doing. 

3. The long double-cross coins have been frequently 
found with those of William the Lion, and without any 
of the short-cross pennies along with them.^i 

4; The evidence afforded by the coins themselves is 
altogether against the received appropriation. For in the 
first place we find only one mint recorded on them, viz., 
Roxburgh; and in the next place, though the coins are 
very few in number, they exhibit a great variety of type. 

It was altogether against the usual custom of that time 
to strike the entire coinage of one reign at the same 
mint. The names recorded on the pennies of William 



37 Lindsay, p. 12. ^ lb., p. 11. 

» Robertson's '' Early Kings ;" Burton's ** Hist, of Scot.," 
vol. ii. p. 196. 
• «> Lindsay, p. 12. *i lb. p. 12. 

VOL. XII. N.S. E 
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the Lion and on the long douhle-cross coins of Alexander 
show a great number of mints in yarious parts of the 
country, and there is no reason for supposing that this 
practice was altered in the case of Alexander IL Box- 
bui^h was certainly a very favourite residence of that 
king ; but we hear of him at many other places holding 
paiiiaments, courts, and dispensing justice.^ He was at 
Scone in 12U; Perth, 1220; Selkirk, 1223; Forfar, 1225 ; 
St Andrews, 1247 ; Berwick and Stirling in 1248; and, 
from continual references in the annals, was evidently 
in the habit of constantly making progresses in every 
part of the country. It is in the highest degree unlikely 
that, under these circumstances, he should have struck 
money only at Roxburgh. 

5. In connection with this argument it is worthy of 
note that this mint does not occur at all, so far as I am 
aware, on any of the so-called first coinage of Alexander 
III.; it is not published amongst his so-called second 
coinage, though a specimen exists in my own coUection ; 
and is of great rarity in the third coinage; and when 
this mint does occur, the money er is often AN DRV, 
whose name also occurs on the short-cross coins. 

6. Mr. Lindsay places considerable weight on the 
appearance of the head as presented on the short-cross 
coins and on the long^-cross coins of the present first 
coinage of Alexander III.^ But this evidence tells more 
against the present arrangement than for it. For if we 
remember that Alexander IIL was a boy of eight years 
of age when he succeeded to tlie throne, and that this 
change of coinage is said to have taken place in the first 
year of his reign ; and if we compare the coins of the 



«t « 



VScoU Acts, sub Reg, AWx, II." « Lindsay, p. 12. 
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first, second^ and third coinages with those of his fourth 
(according to the present arrangement) it will be at once 
apparent that the most boyish face of all is the last. The 
third coinage more particularly, and especially those of 
Berwick, present an old haggard face, which it is im- 
possible to suppose, if we are to accept any argument at 
all from the portrait, immediately preceded the youthful, 
full features of the fourth coinage. 

7. The presence of a beard on the short-cross coins 
has also been pointed out by Mr. Lindsay as another 
argument in favour of his view. But this only occurs 
on some of the short-cross coins ; as Nos. 47 and 48 of 
PI. iii. in his work have no trace of it, though evidently 
well preserved ; and therefore this fact cannot be allowed 
to have much weight. Besides, some of William the 
Lion's second coinage pennies have a beard, though 
others have not (Lindsay, PI. ii., Nos. 34, 41); and 
it is worthy of remark that the best defined beard is from 
the Roxburgh mint^ and by a moneyer (PERIS) whose 
name also appears on the bearded type of the short-cross 
coin of his successor. 

8. Another very curious fact, though it can hardly be 
admitted as an argument, is that Alexander II. is repre- 
sented on his great seal without the croum, as in the long 
double cross coins;** while Alexander III. appears re- 
markably like the face presented on the coins of the fourth 
coinage, and is invariably crowned.** 

But it is at once admitted that all these arguments 
would fall to the ground if we had certain evidence that 
no long-cross coins were struck till after the accession 

** Vide " Charter of Alex. II.," PL xxx. Dip. Scot. Nat. Man. 
Scot. xlix. 

** lb., PL xxxvi. Dip. Scot. 
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of Alexander III. It remains, therefore, that we examine 
the evidence derived from the Scottish writers, and see if 
it is really such as would destroy the highly probable 
case arrayed against it. Mr. Lindsay says : — 

" The evidence of history cannot be got over ; it appears 
from the Scottish writers that in 1250 it was ordered that the 
cross should pass through the legendary circle, which was not 
the case before in the Scottish series."*^ 

A note gives a general reference to the Chronicle 
of Mailros, Fordun, Lord Hailes, Sir J. Balfour. The 
two latter authorities may be at once eliminated, since all 
their information on this point is derived from the two 
earlier sources. We have then left the " Chronicle of 
Mailros and Fordun -/' and if these two support this asser- 
tion, all other, merely probable, arguments go for very 
little. But, in point of fact, they do nothing of the kind. 
There is not a single word by Fordun in reference to any 
change of coinage in 1250; and the only statement about 
the coinage in the '* Chronicle of Mailros '^ relating to this 
period, is the one given above, viz., that in 1247 — that is, 
during the reign of Alexander II, — there was a " mutatio 
monete,'' which not only does not support Mr. Lindsay's 
assertion, but goes a very long way to contradict it. The 
whole foundation for his statement rests on a passage in 
the '* Scoti-chronicon,'* *^ written, not by Fordun in 
1384-87, but by a continuator in 1447, nearly two cen- 
turies after the event. We cannot put much weight on 
the fact that Fordun does not mention the change of 
in the '^ Gesta annalia^' of the reign of Alexander III. ;*® 
for he does not mention any monetary changes at all. But 



** Lindsay, p. 12. *7 Lib. x. iii. 

*8 Vide ** Historians of Scotland," vol. i. p. 298 a (ed. 1871). 
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the reverse is the ease with the *^ Chronicle of Mailros/' 
It is an authority of the highest credibility (after the year 
1140), "being the testimony of individuals who lived 
seldom later than half a century from the occurrence of 
the events which they record/^ ^ and the omission of all 
notice of such an important change in the coinage under 
the date of 1250, coupled with the fact that the pre- 
vious alteration had been carefully noted, is a negative 
proof of the highest value that no such change took place 
then, and that the only alteration in the figure of the 
coins was prior to the death of Alexander II. 

The case, therefore, stands thus : on the one side we 
have (first) the presumption arising from the historical 
circumstances, rendering it probable that Alexander II. 
did coin more largely than is now supposed ; (next) the 
arguments derived from the coins themselves ; first, from 
their being all from one mint, which is against the usual 
custom of the time; and, secondly, from the portrait, 
which appears older on the double-cross or earlier (as 
now given) coins than on the single or later ones ; and, 
lastly, we have the historical fact that the " Chronicle of 
Mailros/' a nearly contemporary authority of the highest 
value, and which has noted the only monetary change 
that has occurred before, not only does not mention the 
alleged change in 1250, but makes particular reference to 
some alteration in type during the previous reign, thus 
very much confirming the probable evidence from the 
other sources. 

On the other side, we have the statement erroneously 
attributed to Fordun, but really made by his continuator, 
writing two centuries after the event, who places in 1250 
what really took place three years before. 

*® Vide preface by the Rev. J. Stevenson. 
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Nothing short of demonstration ought to be allowed to 
disturb an existing arrangement. But in the present case 
I am inclined to think that the balance of evidence is in 
favour of appropriating some^ if not all, the long double- 
cross coins to Alexander II. Further evidence may, how- 
ever, still be found which may either confirm or modify 
this view. 

It may be as well to guard against any confusion which 
may arise from there being three so-called coinages of 
the long double-cross coins. There is no authority for 
such a division. There are, as Mr. Lindsay correctly 
says, three varieties ; viz., those with bare head or close- 
fitting cap, those with crowned head to the right, and 
those with crowned head to the left; and these three 
classes correspond very exactly to three similar varieties 
in the short-cross coins, which are never divided into 
coinages. 

But, to return to the annals. 

In 1253 we learn from the "Chartulary of Moray'' that 
one mark was paid for the risk of conveying twenty 
marks from Badenoch to Berwick ;'^ a sufficient proof of 
the lawlessness of the times. Under the year 1283 a very 
interesting reference occurs in Wynton's " Chronicle :*'— 

" Alysandre, owre kyng, 
That Scotland had in govemyng, 
Gome intil his Byawt6, 
Til of Sanct Andrewys the cite, 
And in the kirk standand there, 
Devotly befor the hey Awtare 
In wytness of all that there wes by 
Gaddryde and standand, all frely 
Til God and til Saynct Andrewe he 
Granted the strykyn of mone 

w '* Char. Moray.," i. 22 ; Hailes, i. 871. 
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Als frely, qwtly, and fuUylyr 

As ony tyme befor gane by 

Ony Byschope had sic thyng 

Qiien that his Fadyre before wes Kyng 

Or of his Eldrys ony before 

As mycht be herd or had memore, 

Sawfand the declaratyoun 

Of the Inquisityown, 

Of the feftment of that thyng 

To remain ay with the Kyng.** ^^ . . . . 

Though Wynton is not implicitly to be relied on in all 
matters of history, he is still a very respectable authority 
for events such as narrated above ; and there is no reason 
to doubt the fact here recorded. It is referred to by 
Ruding as a proof that the power of striking money was 
granted by the monarch publicly.® Possibly in this case 
the profits arising from the coinage, or some part of them, 
may have been granted to the service of the Church, and 
of the particular saint here mentioned. The reference to 
the '^ Byschope ^' is curious, and may mean that in former 
reigns some similar advantage was enjoyed by the bishops^ 
though this is uncertain. 

There is no proof that any ecclesiastical mint existed in 
Scotland either in the reign of William the Lion or of 
Alexander II. ; nor have we any evidence, save this state- 
ment of Wyntou's, that the bishops had the power of 
striking money at this time. I am not aware of any 
charter of either of these kings granting the power, or 
the profits, of coining money to any individual or religious 
body ; and there is nothing either in the mints or in the 
names of the moneyers^ which would lead us to suppose 
that this was the case. It is true that both Mr* Lindsay 
and Mr. Wingate give Inchaffray — an abbey in Stratherne, 

" Wynton ** Chron.," bk. vii. c. x. 406. 
^ Ruding, vol. ii. p. 137. 
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founded in 1200 — as one of the mints of the long double- 
cross coins. But this is done on the authority of a single 
coin, which was at one tirae in the cabinet of the late 
Dean of St. Patrick's, the attribution of which is not 
altogether free from doubt. The legend on the obverse is 
manifestly blundered, reading ANLGCXANDR ; and the ION 
IHIC FRA on the reverse is very likely blundered also. 

There are some curious coincidences between the names 
of some of the moneyers and of some of the bishops, 
which might at first sight serve to confirm the statement 
of Wynton. Thus Walter was Bishop of Glasgow from 
1206 to 1232, and the same name appears as money er on 
the long double cross minted at that town. But a careful 
comparison does not strengthen this view. There are 
many bishops whose names do not appear amongst the 
moneyers, and vice versd. I am more inclined to adopt 
the opinion of M. Adrien de Longperier in an article in 
the Revue Numismatique, in which he shows, from the 
names and the legend on the coins of William the Lion, 
that the moneyers were of Norman-French origin; 
brought over probably to coin his ransom to the English 
king. Many of these apparently remained, for we find 
their names on William's second coinage; and there is 
little doubt but that some of them minted for his suc- 
cessor. Peris occurs on the short- cross coins, and Renaud, 
Henri, Nichel, and others, evidently of the same origin, 
are found on the long double-cross coins. 

Yet though Wynton's statement is not confirmed by an 
examination of such data as are at present available, this 
is a case where it is perhaps better to suspend a positive 
judgment till better evidence is available. 

R. W. Cochran Patrick. 



IV. 



SASSANIAN COINS. 

The introductory plates which accompany this article 
form part of a series of 10 engravings,^ prepared under the 
supervision of the late Mr. Steuart from specimens in his 
own cabinet, illustrative of the rate of the Sassanian kings 
of Persia. The selection of the representative types will 
be seen to have been made with great numismatic acumen 
from a collection, at the time, unrivalled in choice 
examples of the coinages of the East. The execution of 
the designs is alike careful and artistic, though, as might 
have been expected, the definition of the Oriental legends 
is often wanting in critical precision. 

The publication of these illustrations, though delayed, 
may still be welcomed as opportune, whether in regard to 
the limited notice this branch of Numismatics has re- 
ceived in England, or to the more important question 
involved in the palaeography of a great nation, abiding 
amid the early centres of civilisation, and its bearing 



1 These plates have lately become the property of that enter- 
prising collector of Orientsd antiquities, Colonel S. C. Guthrie, 
^vho, after his own independent way, has contributed so much 
to further the cause of Eastern research, and who, in a like 
liberal spirit, now permits the editors of the Numismatic 
Chronicle to avail themselves of these illustrations. 

VOL. XII. N.S. F 
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upon the philology and religious developments of the 
ancient world. 

The medals I am about to describe exhibit, in their 
serial order, an almost unchanged system of writing ex- 
tending over a period of more than three centuries.* The 
early sources of the alphabet have already been traced to 
the Phoenician,^ and its latter adaptations may be followed 
through the sacred rituals of the Parsis to the modern 
type, founded on the surviving texts of the Fire Worship- 
pers of Bombay, which now makes its first appearance in 
this Journal, in appropriate illustration of the normal 
character employed in the Imperial mints. And here I 
would desire to point out that this alphabet was not, in 
any sense, official ; mutatis mutandis, according to the 
material employed, it sufficed for the monumental records 
of the kings, for the entire series of the Sassanian mints, 
ranging at times from the Tigris to Merv, and its free ac- 
ceptance throughout the nation, is evidenced by the signets 
and seals of the people at large, which carry it down in 
the universality of its employment far into the period of 
Arabian dominancy.* 

1 am the more anxious to bring this positive evidence 
to the front as it has an important bearing upon a subject 
I have lately been discussing in these pages, that is, the 
consistency and continuity of the use of the Pehlvi language 

2 Some Numismatists have imagined that they could trace 
epochal gradations in the characters employed, but I am more 
inclined to attribute these often casual modifications to the want 
of skill or knowledge of the die engravers, and to that far 
more important element of change, the geographical or pro- 
vincial variations of caligraphy which prevailed at the sites of 
the various mints. 

» Num. Chron. vii., N.s. p. 216, xi. 202. 
* J. R. A. S., xiii. (1852) p. 374', Mordtmann. Zeitschrifb 
der D. M. Gesellschaft, 1864, p. 1. 
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or some of its dialectal varieties in the Persian empire.^ 
The Indian ^Esop's Fables made their first step of Western 
progress in the sixth century, in the form of a trans- 
lation into PehlvL^ The revenue system of the Sassanians 
was done into Arabic from its original Pehlvi, in the reign 
of the Khalif Abdalmalik^ (a.d. 684—705), and the Arabs 
were still carrying on the translation of Pelhvi books up 
to the tenth century a.d. ;® and finally we have it on record 
that the Pehlvi language was still spoken, in some parts 
of the country, so late as the fourteenth century a.d.® 

It may be asked, if the national literature attained such 
ample and enduring proportions, how came the sacred 

6 Num. Chron. (1871), p. 212 ; also J. K. A. S., xiii. 374, 
and V. N.s. 417, &c. 

® Prof. Th. Benfey. ** Notice on the original version of the 
Kalilah and Dimnahy translated into Pahlavi in the first half of 
the sixth century a.d., and translated from the Pahlavi into the 
Arabic by Ibn al Mukaffa (ob. a.d. 762)." — {The Acadeivyy 
August 1, 1871, p. 887.) Professor Co well, in a late review of 
Benfey's work, adds the following particulars, which will 
specially interest Indian antiquaries. ** Benfey has there shown 
that with regard to the cycle of stories in the Panchdtanira 
and other similar collections there are three distinct * moments * 
in the history of their transmission. Their origin is generally 
Buddhist, and it is in Buddhist books that we are in most cases 
to look for their oldest forms ; they were thence adapted by the 
Brahmans, and incorporated in their Sanskrit literature ; and it 
is from these Indian adaptations that they have spread west- 
ward over Europe." — {The Academy, April 1, 1872, p. 189. 
See also Colebrooke, Hitopadesa ; H. H. Wilson, Trans. E. A. S., 
i. 155; Reinaud, **Mem. sur I'lnde," p. 128; Mas'audi, i. 169.) 

7 Tarikh Guzidah. J. R. A. S., xii. 257. 

8 M. Reinaud (Abdulfeda's Geography, Paris, 1848, p. Ixvi.) 
quoting Mas'audi. See also Mas'audi's ** Meadows of Gold," 
French edition, ii. 146 ; iii. 252. 

9 M. de Khanikoff, in the *' BuUi Hist. Phil. St. Petersburg," 
vol. ix. p. 266; quoting the Nuzhat-al-Kulub of Hamd al 
Mustujif an author who died in 750 a.h. (1849 a.d.) The 
writer is express in his assertion that the current speech of the 
people of Bhirwan was Pehlvi. See also Journal Asia ti que, 
1862, p. 64 ; and Ouseley's Travels, iii. p. 357. 
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texts to fare so badly? The answer is probably to be 
found ill the degradation and depression of the hierarchy 
throughout the five centuries and a half of the domina- 
tion of the Seleucidse and Arsacidse^ and the fact^ that 
the representatives of the ancient fire worship, relying 
lipon oral transmission and powers of memory, neglected 
the more determinate written traditions of their faith.^^ 
It is pretended by the later revivers of the early creed, 
that their scriptures were destroyed in the conflagration 
of Persepolis by Alexander the Great, but surely there 
were other depositaries of the royal archives^^ more 
favoured than Persepolis, even if the primitively esta- 
blished and more important fire-temples did not preserve 
their own special copies of the records of their religion ? 
As the sacred fire was brought from Khdrizm,^* the 

10 (( Les Gnebres ne sont pas encore parvenus a retenir par 
coeur teas leurs livres reveles ; aussi leurs savants et leurs 
hirbeds se bornent a en apprendre des fragments, par exemple, 
un septieme, un quart ou un tiers. Un de ces pretres commence 
par reciter le fragment qu'il a retenu, un second reprend k son 
tour, puis un troisieme, et ainsi de suite jusqn'a ce qu'ils aient 
complete leur recitation en commun. Geci demontre qu'il leur 
est impossible d'apprendre cet ouvrage en entier ; on cite cepen- 
dant un guebre du Sedjestan qui, posterieurement a I'annee 800 
de rbegire, le recitait par coeur et integralement." — (Mas'audi, ii. 
p. 126. 

11 ** Then commanded King Darius to seek among the records 
at Babylon, and so at Ecbatana, the palace which is in the 
county of Media, there was found a roll." — (1 Esdras vi. 28 ; 
Josephus Ant., xi. 6.) 

<< The Parsis themselves are obliged to admit that among 
other official copies distributed, one was found at Isfahan, 
and translated into Greek." — (Hang's translation of the *^ Din- 
kard.") ** As regards Isfahan, we have the later Arab testimony 
that in a.d. 961, the fall of an old edifice brought to light fifty 
skins-full of documents written upon birch bark in the ancient 
character, unintelligible to the discoverers." — (Hamza Isfabani, 
152. See also the Shah Namah (Macau's edition), p. 1097. 

1^ ** Les dix pyrees que nous venous de mentionner dataient 



SASSANIAN COINS. 37 

Persepolitan teid^^ was probably a mere reproduction of 
au earlier recension engrossed amid the primitive homes 
of the Iranians. 

If this was the condition of the Pehlvi versions of the 
sacred texts^ a parallel inquiry suggests itself as to the 
authenticity or medium of preservation of the scriptural 
fragments in the Zand language^ which are tendered for 
acceptance in modern times. ^* . We may fairly assume^ 
from the marked absence of a single exclusively Zand 
letter throughout the whole array of the national and 
popular monuments of the period up to 641 a.d./^ that 
the Zand alphabet had not^ up to that time^ been 
elaborated out of the more restricted number of the 
Sassanian Pehlvi characters/® whose treatment, under the 

d'nne epoque anterieure a Tapparition de Zoroastre. . . . Da 
vivant de Zoroastre, plusieurs temples furent consacres au culte 
da feu ; . . . . Sur Tinvitation de Zoroastre, le roi Yoastasf 
fit rechercher le feu venere par Djemchid; apres de longaes 
investigations, il le decoavrit dans la capitale du Kharezm, et le 
fit transporter a Darabdjerd." — (Mas'aadi, iv. 75. See also 
ii. 120.) 

18 <«Un des pyrees les plus veneres des Gaebres est celai 
d'lstakhr, dans le Fars (Persepolis). C'etait primitivement an 
temple consacre aux idoles ; la reine Houmayeh, fille de Bahman, 
fils d'Isfendiar, le convertit en temple da fea, apres avoir de- 
truit les idoles.*' — (Mas'aadi, iv. 76.) 

^^ M. Michel Breal has entered into a searching criticism of 
the geography of "the Avesta," in which he examines the 
antiquity and authenticity of the first chapter of the Vendidad, 
The conclusion he arrives at is that '^la geographic de V Avesta 
est essentiellement fabuleuse." — (JoamaJ Asiatique, 1862, p. 

497. 

1^ Sir H. Bawlinson was under the impression that he had 
discovered a very brief Zand record on one of the rocks in 
Persia. I have been favoured with a sight of his original 
sketch, and must decline to admit the conclusiveness of the 
Zand element, even if we could say when the writing was in- 
scribed. 

16 My own ideas of the derivation of the various Aryan 
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self-developed amplification of signs, took the very dif- 
ferent form presented by the Pdrsi system of definition 

alphabets were thrown into a compact form some years ago. 
I may perhaps be permitted to claim space for its reproduction 
in this place. 

"KoYAL Asiatic Society, April 9th, 1866. — The Right Hon. 
Viscount Strangford in the chair. Mr. Thomas, adverting to 
recent controversies respecting the parentage of the various 
modes of writing in use in ancient India, spoke ' On the Adapted 
Alphabets of the Aryan Eaces.' These were the results of his 
palsBographical investigations : The Aryans invented no alphabet 
of their own for their special form of human speech, but were, 
in all their migrations, indebted to the nationality amid whom 
they settled for their instruction in the science of writing ; 
(1) The Persian Cuneiform owed its origin to the Assyrian, and 
the Assyrian Cuneiform emanated from an antecedent Turanian 
symbolic character; (2) the Greek and Latui alphabets were 
manifestly derived from the Phoenician ; (8) the Bactrian was 
adapted to its more precise functions by a reconstruction and 
amplification of Phoenician models; (4) the Devanagdri was 
appropriated to the expression of the Sanskrit language from 
the pre-existing Indian Pali or Ldt alphabet, which was ob- 
viously originated to meet the requirements of Turanian (Dra- 
vidian) dialects ; (5) the Pehlvi was the offspring of later and 
already modified Phoenician letters; and (6) the Zend was 
elaborated out of the limited elements of the Pehlvi writing, 
but by a totally different method to that followed in the adap- 
tation of the Semitic Bactrian. Mr. Thomas then proceeded 
to advert to the single point open to discussion involved under 
the fourth head, tracing the progress of the successive waves 
of Aryan immigration from the Oxus into the provinces of 
Ariania and the Hindn Eush, and the downward conrse of the 
pastoral races from their first entry into the Panjab and the 
associate crude chants of the Yedic hymns to the establishment 
of the cultivated Brahmanic institutions on the banks of the 
Sarasvati, and the elaboration of Sanskrit grammar at Taxila, 
connecting the advance of their literature with the simplified 
but extended alphabet they constructed in the Arianian pro- 
vinces out of a very archaic type of Phoenician, and whose 
graphic efficiency was so singularly aided by the free use of 
birch bark. This alphabet continued in use as the official 
writing under the Greek and Indo-Scythian rulers of Northern 
India, until it was superseded by the superior fitness and capa- 
bilities of the local Pali, which is proved by Asoka's scattered 
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exhibited at p. 14. I am glad to be able in illustration of 
this question^^ to cite the independent conclusions of so 
competent and experienced a decipherer of ancient in- 
scriptions as M. Oppert, whose remarks upon the con- 
struction and application of the so called Zand alphabet 
are as follows: — 

*^ Le zend ne nous est pas connu dans son ecritnre primitive. 
Sa litterature vegeta longtemps dans la bouche des pretres sans 
etre con9a6 par ecrit, ou du moins ses premieres conceptions 
ont ete perdues de bonne heure. Plus tard, lorsqu*on sentit le 
besoin de confier au papier ce qu'on craignait de perdre sans 
I'ecriture, un systeme de lettres tout a fait different avait deja 
pris place et fait onblier Tantique ecritnre arienne. H fallait 
adopter alors pour le zend le systeme semitique comme on 
I'avait fait pour le pehlevi, et en subir toutes les consequences. 

inscriptions on rocks and monoliths (Lats) to have constituted 
the current writing of the continent of India in B.C. 250, while 
a similar, if not identical, character is seen to have furnished 
the prototype of all the varying systems of writing employed 
by the different nationalities of India at large from Sind to 
Ceylon, and spreading over Burmah, till the Indian Pali meets 
Chinese alphabets on their own soil in Annam. In conclusion, 
Mr. Thomas pointed out the importance of the discoveries of 
Norris and Caldwell, derived from completely independent 
sources, regarding the Scythic origin of the introductory Indian 
alphabets." — {AthencBum.) 

The point adverted to under the fourth head formed the sub- 
ject of discussion at two several meetings of the Asiatic Society 
of Bengal, with the result of which I have every reason to be 
satisfied. Indeed there is a growing feeling in favour of the 
proposition in defiance of all local prejudices. (J. A. S. B., 1867, 
6 Feb., and J. E. A. S., v. n.s., p. 421.) 

J 7 See also, introductorily, E. Burnouf, ** Commentaire sur 
le Ya9na** (Paris, 1833), pp. cxxxix., cxli., cxlv., cli., &c. ; 
Westergaard, "Letter from Yazd " (1843), J. R. A. S., viii. 350, 
and his '* Zend Avesta " (Copenhagen, 1852 — 4), pp. 3, 9, 15, 
17, 19, 21, 22; and likewise Dr. W. D. Whitney, of Yale 
College ; article, ** The Avesta " (Oct., 1854), Journal of the 
American Oriental Society, vol. v. pp. 352-5-6, 860; and 
Dr. Hang, "The Sacred Language of the Par sis" (Bombay, 
1862), pp. 53, 122, 129, 162. 
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II parait qu'on adopta d'abord Tecriture du pehlevi pour le zend, 
sans se soucier des voyelles, et reellement les consonnes des 
deux ecritures sont en grande partie les memes. Mais cet 
alphabet ne suffisait pas pour le riche vocalisme de la langae 
indo-germanique, et il fallait inventer des signes propres pour 
suppleer a ce defaut. Malheureusement la langue etait deja 
alteree dans la bouche des pretres, qui ne faisaient que la mur- 
murer, et Tinfluence de Tecriture semitique avait contribue k 
confondre la valeur des voyelles. On inventa alors trop de 
signes pour toutes les nuances possibles qu'on n'observait pour- 
tant pas, puisqu*on ne les pouvait plus maintenir ; on employait 
indistinctement les signes diiferents a, i, e, e, e, e, d'une part, et 
u, Uy o, 6, de Tautre, parce que la triade vocalique des Semites 
leur avait appris de mettre a pour e^ et e pour t. Yoila pourquoi 
Tortbographe zende est tellement desorganisee, que les yoyelles 
s'y emploient presque sans aucune distinction. Pour la deterrer, 
il faut recourir aux langues congeneres, en observant et appli- 
quant toutefois les lois particulieres a cet idiome."^^ 

Finally, to my apprehension, the most damaging and 
discouraging fact in connexion with the Zoroastrian texts, 
as we now have them, consists in the number of eminent 
men who have taken up the study, made more or less 
considerable advances in it and, suddenly, altogether 
abandoned it, as if their credulity had, at some given 
point, received a shock. 

Olshansen, the revered Eugene Bumouf, J. Miiller, and 
Westergaard, alike seem to have deserted their unfinished 
work* One Persian lexicographer, Richardson, was un- 
hesitating in his denunciation of the fictitious nature of 
the "barbarous jargon.'' Sir William Jones pronounced 
the dialect of the Gabrs " an invention of their priests,^' 
concocted subsequent to the Muhammadan conquest; in 
short, as Professor Wilson remarked, the English au- 
thorities were *' unanimously opposed to the antiquity of 
the sacred writings of the Parsis and to the genuineness of 

18 Jour. Asiatique, Feb. — Mar., 1861, p. 281, 
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the language in which they are composed^^ — but it was 
reserved for a once faithful believer, like Westergaard, to 
climax their condemnation in the expression, " though the 
Zand Avesta may contain the Sassanian fire-faith, still it 
can no longer be considered as a monument of antiquity ; 
to use a rather rude expression, the Zand Avesta is a 
modern dunghill, where you may fiijd fincient pearls/'^ 

Before entering upon the description of the Sassanian 
coins, it is necessary to dispose of the three Sub-Parthian 
pieces, which Mr. Steuart has inserted by way of intro- 
duction, into PI. I. The readers of the Numismatic 
Chronicle may refer to a special paper of mine on this sub- 
ject in vol. xii. o.s., p. 68, where I attempted a preliminary 
classification of the scattered examples of the issues of 
these minor dynasties. As I hope to revert to the general 
question in a more complete way, on some future occasion, 
I will not amplify this reference, further than to men- 
tion, that I am now able to read the legends on the class 
of coins distinguished by the small fire-altar and the single 
ministering Mobed, (Nos. 5 — 8 of the old Plate), and to 
attribute them with some confidence to the Median kings 
Darius and Artaxerxes of Atropatene,*^ whose names ap- 
pear in connexion with the Roman campaigns of LucuUus 
and Antony in Armenia.^ 

i» J. R. A. S., iv. o.s. (1887), p. 846. Our own learned 
countrymen of the last generation in Bombay, were by no 
means negligent in their inquiries into the then extant know- 
ledge of the local Parsis. Nor were they at all reserved in 
putting the result of their investigations into print, and main- 
taining controversies on the authenticity of the languages in 
dispute. 

20 J. E. A. S., viii. o.s., p. 851. 

21 My "Sassanian Inscriptions" (Trubner, 1868), p. 129— 
184. 

22 Appian, ** Mithr.," cvi. — cxvi. ; Dion Cass., xlix. 26, 38, 
40, 44 ; li. 16 ; Plutarch in Antony. 

VOL. XII. N.S. G 
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Sub-Pabthian Coins. 

No. 1. Silver. Weight, 25 grs. Brit. Mus. Two 

coins. PL I., fig. 3. 

Obv. — ^Head of king to the left, similar in its details to 
certain examples of the portrait of Phraates IV. ^8 
Crescent (and star ?) in the field. 

Legendy in mixed ChaldsBO and Sassanian P«hlvi . . J2 "nnirnrnM 
^ ».*.^7^\ Artakshatr Malkd, " King Artaxerxes." 

Rev, — Crowned head to the left. 

Legend, in Sassanian Pehlvi, ^^^^Sl^ • . • UX« ? The suggested 
^^JX« may he possibly read as (^y:juwt for lJ/^j^ f Minmhatr ? 

No. 2. Silver. PL I., fig. 4. 

Ohv, — ^Head to the left, with Parthian tiara. 

Legend. J^ ^y)^ = ^^ C^ Jjy ^ ? Aturdat MalkdM 

Eev, — Head to the left, with head-dress arranged after the 
manner but slightly differing firom the ordinary Arsacidan models. 

Legend, imperfect, —. ... ^^ .. UX« ... Malkd • . • ban. 

Other obverse devices of similar character, conjoined 
with a reverse Arab head, like the above, but altogether 
wanting in the circular legend, display the title of 
\iL*j:J^j\, Artakshatr Malkd, Num. Chron., PL xii., 
fig. 3 ; while the legends on the reverse of a similar coin 
(Num. Chron., PL xii., fig. 4) seem to run MDbtt rW3.' 
WDbtD nVDD "^ni, Kudt Malkd bari Kamiut Malkd, ^'Kobad, 
king, son of Kamidt, king.^ 



y> 



28 Lindsay, iii. 52 ; Longperier, ix. 9. 
3* Atur, "fire," dad, "gift." 
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No. 3. Silver. PL I., fig. 5. 

Obv. — Head with Parthian tiara, ornamented with a 
crescent and a star, to the left. 

Legend. Obscure. 

Eev. — ^Head with the hair arranged after an exceptional 
Arsacidan fashion. 

Legend. t^J^ c>^— — — ? • • ^^ Shatri. 

I have to preface the description of the Sassanian coins 
by two introductory notices^ the one comprehending the 
serial order of the kings, the other explanatory of the 
alphabet in which the Mint legends are defined. 

A full enumeration of the Sassanian monarchs is sub- 
joined with the dates of their several accessions, revised 
from the latest authorities.^ A certain amount of con- 
fusion is inseparable from the then prevailing system of 
reckoning (which we preserve in our Acts of Parliament), 
from the moment of the elevation of each new sovereign, 
unchecked, in this case, by any epochal initial date or 
serial dynastic chronology. Our coins too,*^ in this 



^ The most complete and searching examination of this diffi- 
cult subject is to be found in the Journal Asiatique, Feb. — 
March, 1866, in an article entitled <* Essai d'une histoire de la 
dynastie des Sassanides,'^ by M. J^. Patkanian ; translated from 
the original Kussian text by M. Evariste Prud'homme. 

^ The literature of the numismatic section of the subject is 
as follows : — 

Hyde, " Historia religionis Vet. Persar." (Edit, Costard)* 

Oxford, 1760. 
De Sacy, *' Memoires sur diverses Antiquites de la Perse.'* 

Paris, 1793. 
Sir W. Ouseley, ** Observations on some Medals and Gems.** 

London, 1801, " Travels in Persia.** London, 1828. 
Visconti, ** Iconographie des rois perses.** 
T. C. Tychsen, " Commentationes IV. de numis veterum 

Persarum in comment. Soc. Reg." Gott., 1808 — 1813. 
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instance, afford us but limited aid, as the practice of 
entering the date on the reverse was a comparatively late 
innovation, and when fully ascertained, these records 
simply suffice to determine the extreme limit of the given 
reign, in the number of years, and at the best might 
leave many months of error either at their initial or 
terminal points. 

THE SASSANIAN DYNASTY. 

(Chiefly from Armenian anthorities corrected up from other 

sources.) 

Accession. 

1. Ardeshir Babekan .... 226 a.d. 

2. Shapur 1 240 

3. Hormazd !.» 271 

Sir R. Ker Porter, "Travels in Georgia," &c. London, 

1821. 
M. Adrien de Longperier, " Essai sur les medailles des rois 

Perses de la Dynastie Sassanide." Paris, 1840. 
Dr. Dom, " Bulletin de I'Acad. Imp. a St. Petersbourg, Classe 

Historique." 1843, with numerous detached essays of 

later date. 
Dr. Justus Olshausen, " Die Pehlvi-Legenden auf d. Mzn. der 

letzt. Sassaniden." Kopenhagen, 1843. Translated in 

the Num. Chron., o.s. xi. (1848), p. 68. 
Wilson, "Ariana Antiqua," p. 396. London, 1841. 
A. Krafft, " Ueber Olshausens, Entzifferung, in den Wiener 

Jahrbiichem der Literatur." Bd. 106 Anzeigeblatt. 
Dr. Mordtmann's papers in the '< Zeitschrift der Deutschen 

Morgenlandischen Gesellschaft." 1848, p. 112 ; 1854, 

p. 1 ; 1864, p. 1 ; 1865, p. 873. 
My articles in the J. R. A. S., xii. (1849), p. 853 ; xiii. (1852), 

p. 373; and Num. Chron., o.s. xii. (1849), p. 68; and 

XV. (1852), p. 180. And also casual references in my 

edition of Prinsep's *' Indian Antiquities." London, 

1858. 
M. BartholomsBi's Letters to M. Dom in the *< Bulletin de 

rAcademie de St. Petersbourg,** xiv. (1857), p. 371, and 

elsewhere ; also M. N. de Khanikoff to M. Dom. 1857. 
27 Mas'audi calls him Al Batal, " The Hero ** (ii. 166, No. 
13). The Arabic version of his nickname is Al Athim, '*The 
Sinner." 
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Accession* 

4. Yarahran (Bahrain) 1 272 a.d. 

6. Varahran II. 275 

6. Varahran III. {Segdn Shah) . . . 292 

7. Nersehi (Naf)<r5s) . . . .292 

8. Hormazd II. . . . . . 301 

9. Shkpnr (Zu'laktaf) . . . .309 

10. Ardeshir 11. (JamU) . . . . 380 

11. Shahpiir HI. . . . . .384 

12. Varahran IV. {Kermdn Shah) . . 386 

13. Yezdegird I (Bazah-Kdr) . . .397 

14. Varahran V. (Gor) . . . . 417 

15. Yezdegird 11. (Sipdh-dost) . . . 438 

16. Hormazd III. . . . . . 457 

17. Firoz 459 

18. Vagharsh (BoXa?) . . . . 486 

19. Kobad (Nek-rdi, *' wise ") (Ka^SdSiys) . 490 

20. Khusru I. (Naushirwan) . . . 530 — 1 

21. B.OTmsLzdlY.{Turk-zddah)^. . . 578 

22. Khusru n. (Parviz) .... 590 

23. Kohkd Shiruiah {Al ghashum)^ . . 628 

24. Ardeshir DI. . . . . ,628 

25. Shahr-yar (Khorham) l,apPdpo^ . . 629 

26. Puran-dukht{daughter ofKhusruParviz)8i 630 

27. Khusru \ 

28. Azarmi-dukht (daughter of Khusru) . | 631—2 

29. Hormazd ) 

30. Yezdegird HI. (son of No. 25)32 . . j ^f^ ^gg*^"^®^ 



28 Hormazd*s mother was the daughter of the Khakan of 
the Turks. (Mas*audi, ii. 211.) Varahran Chobin revolts and 
gains temporary possession of the throne on the death of 
Hormazd. (Mas'audi, ii. 219.) Tabari gives one of the ortho- 
graphies of the name as ** Schew-bin" (iL p. 252). 

29 «< The iniquitous.*' 

30 Hamza ** Shahrizad." Mas*audi has transfigured the name 
into Shahfibdr (ii. 233). Tabari, in the French transliteration, 
has " Schehrabraz *' (ii. 348). 

3i Widow of No. 25. Tabari records in order, Puran-dukht 
(one year four months) ; Khousehensade (one month) ; Azarmi 
dukht (six months) ; Kesra, fils de Mihr-'Hasis ; Khorzad- 
Khusrti ; Firoz ; Ferroukzad Khusru ; and Yezdegird (ii. 349). 

32 This is Hamza' s account and that usually adopted by the 
Persian authorities. The Armenian chronicles make Yezdegird 
the son of Kobad and grandson of Khusru. — Sepeos, quoted in 
the Jour. Asiat., p. 227. 
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I. C!0]l9n7TABLB SoUNDS OP THB NOBMAL LETTERS ON THE CoilTSy 
InGLUDIKO TKB LATEB FbBSIAK DEYELOPlfEirTS. 
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In my first notice of the Partho-Persian coins, in the 
Numismatic Chronicle, of 1849,®^ I quoted some passages 
from the original Oriental authorities illustrating the rise 
of Ardeshir Bdbak. 

The present state of our information on the subject 
may be briefly recapitulated in this place. It appears 
from the narrative of the historian Tabari^^ that Sassan, 
the grandfather of Ardeshir, was the chief of the hamlets 
of the districts of Khir, near Persepolis, and in charge of 
the Fire-temples in that metropolis. His son Babak, 
who by his mother's side boasted of royal blood, succeeded 
to his honours and responsibilities, and was able to secure 
the patronage of Johar, the reigning monarch of Persepo- 
lis, for his own son Ardeshir. In very early life Ardes- 
hir was entrusted to the care of the local ruler of Ddrdb- 
gird, whom he eventually succeeded in his government, 
and from this moment dates the rise of the founder 
of the Sassauian dynasty, which though gradual, was 
rendered comparatively easy by the existing distribution of 
power among the numerous local kings, who constituted 
the free feudatories of the reigning Arsacidan,^ and who 



«8 Vol. XV. O.S., p. 88. 

^ The Tdrikh of "Abu Ja'afar Muhammad bin Jarir bin 
Yazid," Al Taban (ob. 810 a.h., 922 a. d.).— (Oriental Trans- 
lation Fund Publication. Paris, 1869. By M. Hermann 
Zotenberg.) And also Quatremere's *^ Notice of the Mujmal Al 
Tawarikh." (Journal Asiatique, 1889, p. 28.) 

s^ << Les rois des Provinces respecterent beaucoup les Asch- 
kaniens, parce qu*ils descendaient d'Aschk, fils de Dara ; mais 
ils ne leur donnerent pas Tempire. Us leur abandoonerent le 
gouvemement du pays entre le Tigre et Re'i, et ne lenr deman- 
derent ni des biens Di le pouvoir. Les Aschkaniens, de leur 
cote, ne demanderent pas obeissance aux rois des Provinces et 
ne les moles terent en ancune fa9on; seulement, qnand un 
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went by the generic name of the Muluk al Sawdif, 
" Kings of Provinces/' 

Sassanian Coins. 
Binominal Coin of AbdeshIb Babak. 
No. 4. Plate I., fig. 1. Silver. 
Obv. — ^Front face of Ardeshir. 

Legend. ^y-C 2.^-K3^^2.^ ^^ Pehlvi. 
^ (\^ - ^ ^ 'ij^ iLi Persian. 
Bagi Artahshatr Malkd, "Divine Artaxerxes, king.** 

Eev, — ^Profile head of Papak, with the Parthian helmet. 
Legend. M^>C ^^6^6 ^^ ^^ Pehlvi. 

'-^^ V,^^ vj5-^ ^J^' Persian. 
Ban Bagi PapaM Malkd, "Son of Divine Babak, king." 

Other specimens of this class of coin are to be found in 
the Brit. Mus.^ silver^ weighty 58 grs. ; 2nd. East India 
collection^ silver ; 3rd. Col. Guthrie, silver, weight, 
52 grs. ; with a 4th, to which I cannot now refer, once in 
the possession of Mr. Luscombe. 

No. 5. Plate I., fig. 6. Silver. Weight, 655 grs. 
Obv. — ^Head of king to the right. 



ennemi mena^ait le royanme des Aschbiniens, ils reclamaient 
des rois des Provinces une armee, que ceux-ci envoyaient de 
bonne grace.** — (Tabari, ii. 5.) 
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Legend, 

^^QJ)^ )i*)^jj Mi^^ )U^^ 3^UQii^)ii 5^ P^-^-^ 

iJJ^ y^ J^jr^} \Jj^ J^j^ j.j:...JL^tJJj\ ^G ^;-m*j J^ 

86 C >• 

Mazdisan Bagi Artahshatr Malkdn Malkd Airdn, Minuchatri 
minYazddriy "The Ormazd- worshipper, divine Artaxerxes, king 
of kings of Iran, of divine origin from God." 

Bev, — ^A Fire-altar. 

33jJ))) 3^^ii^3jJ \ Artahshatr NuwdzL 
Legend. \ 

lJj^j^ j^ u*-fJjl ) <* Arde8hir*s Fire-altar." 

The Pehlvi word associated with the king's name on 
the reverse of these coins was originally interpreted by 
De Sacy, and subsequently adopted by M. de Longperier, 
as Yezddni, ^'divine.^^ On the occasion of the publica- 
tion of some rare Sassanian coins in the Numismatic 
Chronicle, vol. xv. (1862), I amended this reading into 
Nuwdziy a transcription which has since been generally 
concurred in; simultaneously with this revision of the 
legend itself, I quoted the Pehlvi vocabulary of the 
Farhang-i-Jahangiri, to the effect that (jyu..l), Nans (pro- 
perly ^jwiiU, Navvas), meant^ in the local acceptation of 



36 As the German fount of Pehlvi here employed is dei&cient 
in the ancient letter 2 r, I have been compelled to use its 

modern substitute, the V (which stands indifferently for r or Z), 

in the reproduction of these legends. I have, however, sought 
to discriminate the proper character by the use of the modern 
Persian^ /• in the parallel transliteration. 

VOL. Xll. N.S. H 
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the term, a " Fire-temple/' while its relation to the Fire- 
altar, depicted in the field, seemed suggestively palpable 
and obvious, in spite of the want of strict orthographical 
identity, so pardonable in ordinary Pehlvi transliterations. 
This explanation has, however, been contested by conti- 
nental authorities, who desire a closer approach to literal 
exactitude, in the substitution of the word Nawaz (from 
Nawdkhtan, " to sing,^' " to play/') and seek to infer that 
the king may be supposed to be chanting his own prayers 
on the opposite face of the medal. There are several 
objections to any such conclusion. The king, as a rule, 
did not perform the chanting; there w^ere professionals 
kept for the purpose. Where the king is praying or 
ministering at the altar he is so represented, as in the 
case of the tombs of the kings at Persepolis, or as in that 
of the Magus, who stands before the altar, in the Atropa- 
t^ne coins. My own impression still continues to be that 
the word in question refers to the small portable altar 
depicted on the coins, which, as a portion of the religious 
paraphernalia, formed so constant an accompaniment of 
regal processions and royal progresses, from the days of 
Cyrus the Great®^ to those of Yesdegird, who carried his 



3^ Xenophon Cyrop., viii. 8. 12. 

/x,cra 8c Tovrro 

icat ttvp oTTiaOey avrov ctt* ia^dpas fieyoXiys avSpes cittovto <j>ipovT€^. 

Q. Curtius, ill. 8, 7. ** Ordo autem agzninis erat talis. Ignis, 
qnem ipsi sacrum et sBtemum vocabant, argenteis alt&ribus 
prseferebatur. Magi proximi patrium carmen canebaut." — 
Ammianus Marcellinus, xxiii. 6, 84. "Feruntque, si justum 
est credi, etiam ignem caelitus lapsum apud se sempitemis 
focnlis custodire, cujus portionem exiguam, nt faustam, pneisse 
quondam Asiaticis regibus dicunt." 

Armenian authorities quoted in the Journal Asiatique (1866), 
p. 118, tell us ** Outre les somptuoux pyrees construits dans 



SASSANIAN COINS. 61 

revered fire in its fit receptacle even in bis last hasty 
flight before the conquering Arabs.^ It has been urged 
that the Persian Nam is nothing but the Greek Na^?. 
This is highly probable ;^ words of general import were 
easily transferred among nations who had frequent inter- 
course ; but as we know that the Persians did not affect 
temples,*® they naturally applied the parallel word to that 
which constituted, in their creed, the centre of adora- 
tion — their national praying machine ! As we advance 
further on in the numismatic series, the altar itself 

les villes, il existait encore des pyrees ambulants pour lesquels 
on disposait une tente speciale, et le roi n'entrait jamais en 
campagne autrement qa'accompagne de mages et de pyrees." — 
(Sepeos, p. 50.) 

88 Tabari, in relating Yezdegird's last retreat before the con- 
quering Muslims, records, *' De la il alia dans le Khorasan, a 
Nischapur, ayant toujours avec lui le feu (saore) .... a Merve 
il fit construire un pyree, ou il deposa le feu qu'il avait apporte 
avec lui." 

Anquetil's description of the modern fire-altars accords com- 
pletely with this assertion of portability. 

^^ A gauche est une petite chapelle ou chambre quarre 

nommee Atash-gdh, c'est-a-dii'e, lieu dufev Au milieu est 

une pierre d'un demi pied de haut, nommee Adoscht, qui porte 

VAtash-ddn (le vase que contient le feu) Ce vase est 

d'airain. Get Atash-ddn est toujours rempli de cendres 

au milieu, sur la cendre, est le feu Aderan/' — (Zend Avestah, 
ii. 568.) 

''II y a des Atash-ddns de difierentes grandeurs. Celui du 

Ko. 2, PI. X., a trois pieds et demi de haut JjAtdsh-ddrif 

No. 1 est plus petit " (p. 531). 

8» From NAro ** to dwell." The Hebrew has riJJ «< to rest, 
to dwell." In after- times, when the fire worshippers had ceased 
to bury their dead, the Persian word Ndus came to mean ** a 
tomb." If it was so applied in our sense of the last dwelling- 
place, the use of the derivative would be consistent, though 
both Cyrus's built-up tomb and the rock- cut mausoleums 
of his Achaemenian successors might have had something of 
the air of temples, among a people who did not erect such 
edifices. 

^ Herodotus, i. 181. (Strabo, xv. cap. iii. § 7S.) 
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changes its form ; and whereas in the earliest examples 
the metal feet, in the form of lions' paws, seem to rest 
upon handles, suitable to uplift and uphold the altar, the 
subsequent modifications imply a power of carrying the 
elongated and narrower shrine by the ornamental bands 
encircling its central division. A change too comes over 
the general device, and the altar is supported, perhaps 
guarded, by ministering Mobeds, varied still further, in 
the progress of the coinage, by the delineation of a single 
Magus, who shares with the monarch, now represented in 
his own person, the protection of, or service at, the sacred 
emblem of the Zoroastrian creed. 

No. 6. Plate I., fig. 7. Weights average from 63 to 
64 grs. Coin nearly identical with No. 6. 

No. 7. Plate I., fig. 8. Weight, 320 grs. Ditto. 

No. 8. Plate I., fig. 9. Weight, 9'5 grs. Ditto. 

No. 9. Plate I., fig. 10. Silver. Weight, 600 grs. 
Brit. Mus. 

Ohv, — ^King's head to the right, wearing a highly orna- 
mental Parthian tiara, identical with the pattern 
in use by Mithradates I.^^ 

J<jJ\ \Jj^ u^/^ r — ^*-^j^ L5^ cr-^-i*^ 

Mazdisan Bagi Artahshatr Malkdn Malkd Airdn. 

** The Ormazd worshipper, divine Artaxerxes, king of kings 
of Iran." 

Artahshatr Nuwdzi, 

Rev, — The usual Fire-altar, with ^3^))) 3^«i^ii^3ii 

*^ Visconti, PL xlix., fig. 6. Tresor de Numismatique, PI, 
Ixvii., fig. 18. Longperier, iii. 9. 
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No. 10. There is a choice gold piece of this type in 
the British Museum (weight, 131 grs.), an engraving of 
which is to be found in the Numismatic Chronicle, vol. 
XV., the design of which has been reproduced by Dr. 
Mordtmann in PI. x. of the Zeitschrift for 1854. 

No. 11. Plate I., fig. 11. 

Coin of the same king of a similar character, in billon. 
The legends are coarser, and necessarily less complete. 
A second more legible specimen in the Brit. Mus. supplies 
the following reading : 

Mazdisan Bagi AHahshatr Malkdn Malkd, 

The variations in the types of Ardeshir^s coins will be 
seen to illustrate, in curious completeness, the progressive 
extension of his dominions. As step by step he exter- 
minated the surviving branches of the Arsacidan dynasty, 
he marked each conquest by the reproduction of the 
typical emblems of the fallen monarchy on the new issues 
of public money. In effect, he seems to have aimed at a 
numismatic exhibition of a series of royal portraits, not 
the likeness of his own ancestors, but the conventional 
eflSgies of the enemies of his race, from whom he 
eventually regained the old dominion of Darius, com- 
mencing with his first great success over Vologeses, the 
reigning king of the southern division of the Parthian 
dominions, and ending with the triumphant recovery of 
the sacred Fire- temple of Atropatene and the rest of their 
domains from the Armenian Arsacidse, an event which 
is further commemorated in the extant bas-relief at 
Salmos,*2 where Ardeshir and his son Sapor are depicted 

*2 Ker Porter, PL Ixxxii. vol. i\ p. 697 ; Flandin, PI. cciv., ccv. 
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as Lords of the bushy-haired Armenians,^ who stand at 
the bridle rein of the victors^ horses. 

Ardeshir's earliest coinage (Plate I., fig. 1) clearly 
imitates, in the treatment of the head-dress, the re- 
cognised style of the front face of Vologeses V. This 
assimilation may either refer to his assumption of the 
sovereignty of Johar, the local ruler of Persepolis,^ 
during the life- time of Vologeses V., or may, perhaps, 
be designed to indicate the later defeat of Vologeses VI. 
in Kerman. The next gradation in the progress of the 
State currency is indicated by Ardeshir's modified repro- 
duction of the archaic plaited hair and beard, (Plate I., 
figs. 6, 7, 8, 9), which was probably intended to denote 
the revival and reassertion of the ancient Persian empire, 
combined with the reverse device of the new Zoroastrian- 
ism matured amid the Fire-temples of the South. The 
original Parthian tiara of Mithridates I. (b.c. 173, 136), 
which appears on the coins PI. I., figs. 10, 11, is associated 
with an absolute likeness of that great conqueror, who, in 
eflect, raised the Parthian monarchy to the higher rank 
of the Arsacidan empire. There can be no question, in 
this instance, as to the modern profile, which is absolutely 
identical with some of the more finished portraits of 
Mithridates I. on his own proper coins of four centuries^ 
prior date. It is evident that the head of the Sassauian 
period was an intentional copy of the old model, and it 

^ ** mixtis hie Colchus Hiberis, 

Hio Mitra velatus Arabs, hie erine deeoro 
Armenius ; hie picta Saced, fueataque Medus.'' 

(Claudian, xxi. 155, j 

** Tabari M^. Ibn Athir (Tornberg, 1867), vol. i. p. 272 ; 
Shah Namab (Macan), iii. p. 1865 ; Hamza Isfahani, p. 81 ; 
De Saey, pp. 82, 167, 274 ; Journal Asiatique, vii. (1889), 
p. 270. 
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is in nowise to be confounded with any attempt at a 
subdued likeness of Ardeshir himself, whose type of coun- 
tenance will be seen to diflFer entirely, both in the numis- 
matic and sculptured examples, from the physiognomy of 
the Parthian Emperor ; while Ardeshir's name and titles 
which surround the central device declare his accession 
to the supreme authority, and the fall of the last scion of 
the house of Arsaces, the bust of whose most prominent 
ancestor appears upon the field, and ou the reverse the 
new symbol of the Sassanian Fire-altar supersedes the 
Parthian bowman. These changes of course point to 
Ardeshir's final conquest over Ardevlin and the consoli- 
dation of the restored Persian monarchy. The latest 
development of emblematic varieties is to be found in the 
mural crown adopted by Ardeshir and copied by Sapor 
(Plate II., fig. 2), which would appear to have been a reha- 
bilitation of the coronet of Darius the Mede, the adversary 
of Antony (Num. Chron. xii. p. 68, fig. 8). The appropria- 
tion of which may be taken to allude to the final and hard- 
won conquest of Atropat^ne and Armenia! 

The Recognition op Sapob as Heib Apparent. 

No. 12. Plate I., fig. 12. Silver. Weight, 54 grs. 
Brit. Mus. Unique in silver. 

Ohv. — Head of Ardeshir with the usual crown, &c. Facing 
him is Sapor with the Parthian helmet. 

Legend, imperfect : to the left Malkdn : to the right, Malkd. 

Rev. — The usual Fire-altar. 

Legend, Artahshatr nuwdzi. 

There is a coin with similar devices in copper in the 
Brit. Mus. Cabinet, but the legends are altogether 
obliterated. 
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Sapoe, after his Accession. 

No. 13. Plate I., fig. 2. Copper. Weight, 227 grs. 
(worn). Brit. Mus. 

Obv, — Crowned head to the right. 
Legend, obliterated. 

Rev. — The usual Fire-altar. 
Legend, ** Shahpuhr {nuwdzi). 

This is one of the few mistakes Mr. Steuart has made 
in his classification of these coins. He clearly could not 
read the name of Shapur, which is obvious enough on the 
reverse, and seemingly concluded from the form of the 
Fire-altar, that the piece in question must belong to 
Ardeshir. 

No. 14. PL II., fig. 1. Silver. Weight, 56 grs. 
Uniqtie. Steuart Collection. Brit. Mus. 

Obv. — ^Bust and profile of Sapor, wearing a close-fitting 
helmet, surmounted by the crest of an eagle's 
head. 

Legend, transliterated into Hebrew characters.*** 

7N-i'»s MDbo ]WDba >nn')3ntt7 >an p^ita 

Mazdisan Bagi Shahpuhari Malkdn Malkd Airdn. 

Bev. — Fire-altar, with priestly guardians armed with 
swords and javelins. 

Legend, [n]N113 nmcnd 
Shahpuhari Nuicdzi. 

This coin was figured in my article in the Num. Chron., 
vol. XV. p. 180, the engraving on this occasion having 
been executed by Mr. Basire with his usual skill and 
accuracy. It would seem as if the piece had lost much 



*s Some of the readers of the Num. Chron. may be more 
familiar with this type than with the modem Pehlvi hitherto 
employed. 
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of its original sharpness, however, by wear, during the 
interval between its original delineation in the accom- 
panying plate and its later reproduction by our English 
tirtist. 

Herodotus, in his enumeration of the singular head- 
pieces of the provincial troops in Xerxes' army,** prepares 
us for typical manifestations of a similar character in the 
monumental delineations of the later Persian kings, and 
the Jewish Scriptures alike introduce us to the symbolic 



eagle affected in the present instance," or the ram,** 
whose emblem was revived at a more advanced period of 

« Herodotus, vil 61—80. 

*^ Isaiah xlv. 1 ; xlvi. 11, See also Hat of authorities quoted 
in the 6th volume of the Num. Ghron., n.s., p. 297. 
*8 Daniel viii. i. 

VOL. XII. N.s. I 
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Sassanian rule.^ In further illustration of this adoption 
of attributes of the conventional eagle of the ancient 
Achsemenian standards,^ I have introduced above a 
wood-cut of the head of Sapor, from the bas-relief on 
the rock at Shdpur,^^ where the monarch is represented 
as receiving the submission of an Oriental adversary, 
possibly the Syrian Sitarun/^ if not Odenathus himself. 

It will be seen as we proceed that these head-dresses have 
considerable significance in the attribution of our medals, 
and in most cases, even where the legends are hopelessly 
obscure or obliterated, we can place our specimens with 
the utmost certainty by the test of the form of the crown, 
which was officially adopted and usually retained through- 
out as the banner or special discriminatory emblem of the 
ruling monarch. 

No. 15. Silver. PI. II., fig. 2. 

Obv. — ^Head of Sapor, with crown and globe. 

Legend, — Mazdisan Bagi Shahpuhari, Malkdn MaUcd Air an 
Mintwhatri. . . . 

Rev. — Fire-altar, &c. Shdhpuhari Nuwdzi. 

No. 16. Silver. PI. II., fig. 3. 
Coin of similar type. 

Ohv. — Legend less legible in the outlines of the letters, 
but extending the fall superscription to Minn- 
shatri, Min yazdan. 

Rev, — ^As usual. 

No. 17. Silver. PI. II., fig. 4. 
Coin of similar type. 

^^ Ammian. Marcell., xix. 1, 8. 

'W Xenophon, Cyr., vii. 1, 4. Anab., i. 10, 12. 

61 Flandin " La Perse,'* PL 51. Morier, PI. xi. This same 
style of head-dress of Sapor may be seen in other bas-reliefs, 
Flandin, 187, 188. Ker Porter, xxiv. 

62 Mas'audi, iv. 81. Tabari, ii. 80. Ibn Khallikan, iii. Bl8. 
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Obv. — Legend complete to the end, Minuchatri min 
Yazddn,** 

Rev. — ^As usual, with monograms ^ and Cj>. 
No. 18. Silver. PL II., fig. 5. 
Coin of similar type ; less perfect in its legends. 
No. 19. Silver. PI. II., fig. 6. 
Coin of similar type. Legends more completely defined. 

Rev. — Monogram on the altar y. 

No, 20. Silver. PI. II., fig. 7. 
Similar Coin. Half piece. 
No. 21. Potin. PI. II., fig. 8. 
Coin of similar character. 

Rev, — Monogram V. 

No. 22. Bronze. PI. II., fig. 9. 
Coin of similar character. 

E. Thomas. 



NOTICES OF RECENT NUMISMATIC PUBLICATIONS. 



BeviLeNumismatique, N.S., Tome xiv., 1869, No. 5. — On acconnt 
of the unhappy and calamitons events of the years 1870 and 
1871, the publication of this Review was necessarily suspended. 
It is with great satisfaction, therefore, that we see that the 
present number, which was in preparation when the late war 
broke out, has at length made its appearance. There still re- 
mains one number to complete the volume for 1869, which 
we understand will shortly be published under the dates of the 
two years, 1869 and 1870. The following articles are contained 
in the present Part : — 

1. " Letter to M. A. de Longperier on the Concave Gold 
Coins called Regenbogen-Schiisseln, bearing legends,'* by M. Fr. 
de Pfaffenhoffen. 

2. <* Countermarks on Roman Coins, from Augustus to 
Trajan," by M. F. de Saulcy. 

In this article M. de Saulcy undertakes, and we think sue- 
cessfoUy, to explain the meaning and the origin of counter- 
marks as applied to Roman coins of the earlier Roman Em- 
perors. He endeavours to fix the date of the various coins on 
which countermarks occur, and furnishes us with a useful 
Chronological Table of the events which may have given 
occasion to the employment of these countermarks, 

8. <' An Inedited Gold Medallion of Constantine the Great," 
by M. Dancoisne. 

4. ^* Essay on the Monetary History of the Counts of Flan- 
ders of the House of Austria, with a Classification of their 
Coins " (8rd article), by M. L. Deschamps de Pas. 

5. '* An Inedited Coin of Sarukhan, Emir of Ionia," by M. 
P. Lambros. 

M. Lambros here publishes for the first time a coin 
in imitation of the gigliati of the kings of Naples, struck at 
Ephesus between the years 1299 and 1846. This coin is no 
longer unique, as several specimens have come to light in a 
hoard of coins lately discovered by Mr. Wood during his 
excavations in search of the site of the Temple of Artemis, at 
Ephesus. Mr. Grueber, of the Department of Coins and 
Medals in the British Museum, has carefully examined the 
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whole of this find, and he has famished us with a detailed 
accoant of the same, which will he published in the next 
number of the Numismatic Chronicle. 

In the Chronique is a paper by M. Chabouillet on the discovery 
at Auriol, in 1868, of a small Greek silver coin, having on the 
obverse the head of a lion, and on the reverse a small head of 
Herakles in an incuse square* This coin was found on the same 
site as the hoard of 2,180 small silver coins discovered in 1867, 
which have been considered as the primitive coinage of Mar- 
seilles. M. Chabouillet, in the present article, doubts the attri- 
bution of all these coins to Marseilles, and supposes that they 
were the coinage of a league similar to that between Eyzikos 
and Phokaea, and embracing perhaps Phoksea and its celebrated 
colonies, Yelia and Massalia. Granting this supposition, M. Cha- 
bouillet reminds us that the facts of their bearing no letters or 
inscriptions, and of their belonging to the incuse class, are not 
necessarily proofs of their high antiquity, as both these charac- 
teristics distinguish the Eyzikene staters, which continued to 
be struck untU they were supplanted by the gold coinage of 
Alexander the Great. The archaic style of the types of these 
interesting little coins seem, however, we would suggest, to point 
to a period not later than the sixth century b.o. M. F, Imhoof 
Blumer contributes a note in which he vindicates the authen- 
ticity of a tetradrachm of Panormus in his collection, which 
bears the types of Eatana and the retrograde legend IlANOP- 
MITIKON, which had been doubted by M. Henri de Longperier. 
The Part concludes vdth the prices fetched by the principal 
pieces at the sale of the Greau Roman Coins. 

B. V. Head. 



In the Eevue de la Numismatique Belgej 5me Serie, Tome iv. 
Ire liv,y are the following articles : — 

1. " Catalogue of Obsidional Coins and Pieces de Necessite" 
Supplement (4th article), by M. le Lieut. -Colonel P. Maillet. 

2. ** Descriptive Notice of the mereatix found at Therouanne^ 
and which may be attributed to that town " (8rd article), by M. 
Deschamps de Pas. 

3. " Contemporary Numismatic History Fragments " (2nd 
article), by M. Brichant. 

4. *' Discoveries of Coins of the eleventh and twelfth cen- 
turies at Brussels,** by M. le Dr. DugnioUe. 

5. '* Some Unedited Coins from the Collection of the late 
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M. le Baron Michiels Van Verdaynen " (2nd article), by M. 
Domoulin. 

In the Correspondance are various letters on Numismatic sub- 
jects, and in the Melanges are notices of all the recent numis- 
matic publications. 

In the 2me livraison of the same Review are the following 
articles : — 

1. ** Catalogue of Obsidional Coins and Pieces of Necessity," 
Supplement (5th article), by M. le Lieut. -Colonel P. Maillet. 

2. ** Inedited Roman Coins," by M. G. Vallier. 

8. ** Numismatic Curiosities — Rare and Inedited Jetons and 
Coins " (18th article), by M. R. Chalon. 

4. '' Inedited Coins and Jetons relating to the History of 
the Seventeen Ancient Provinces of the Low Countries," by M. 
le Comte Maurin Nahuys. 

6. ** Seal of King Childeric I.," by M. H. Schuermans. 

6. ** Notice of Claude de Lorraine, called the Chevalier 
d'Aumale, and of a Jeton struck in his honour as Abbot of 
£ec, in Normandy," by M. Chantard. 

In the Correspondance are letters from M. A. le Catte and from 
M. du Moulin to M. R. Chalon« 

In the Melanges are notices of recent publications. 

<< British Museum. A Guide to the Select Greek Coins Exhibited 
in Electrotype in the Gold Ornament Room." 

We may congratulate the public on some portion at least of 
the vast medallic treasures of the British Museum being acces- 
sible to the ordinary visitor, and may farther express a hope 
that the exhibition of this judiciously selected series may tend 
to awaken throughout the country a more general interest in the 
science of Numismatics. A mere inspection of the coins without 
any guide to call attention to the peculiar historical bearings of 
each is of but little service, and the great merit of such a guide is 
to place at a glance before the reader the salient points in con- 
nection with the coin he is examining, without entering into 
unnecessary detail. This merit may fairly be claimed for the 
Guide now before us, which has been prepared by Mr. Head, 
Assistant-Keeper of the Department of Coins and Medals at the 
British Museum. The coins are arranged geographically in the 
order adopted by Eckhel, and are 209 in number, comprising 
characteristic specimens from each principal series. A short 
description is given of each in the Guide, and to most there is 
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added a few words by way of note, either as to the meaning 
and origin of the type, or as to the history of the town or 
country where it was struck. In many cases also references 
are given to classical authors whose works contain passages 
illustrative of the coins. The information given is such as will 
interest all who possess but the slightest knowledge of his- 
tory, while even the practised Numismatist will probably find 
many facts that are new to him in glancing over the pages of 
the Guide. Were we to cavil at all with the manner in which the 
work has been done, it would be as to the spelling of the Greek 
names. It may be true that the coins themselves authorise 
such a method of spelling, but we rather doubt whether the 
class for whom principally the Guide is intended will recognise 
in ** Kypros," ** Kappadokia," and " Kyrene," the familiar 
Cyprus and Cappadocia of the Acts of the Apostles, and the 
** parts of Libya about C3rrene." This guide is sold in the 
museum at the low price of threepence. J. E. 

** The Story, Partly Sad and Partly Gay, of the Thorngrafton 

Find." 

In this little quarto tract, printed for private distribution, 
Dr. Collingwood Bruce, the historian of the Roman Wall, gives 
an account of the discovery, in a quarry near the Eoman station, 
Borcovicus, of a curious skiff-shaped bronze vessel, containing 
sixty silver and three gold coins, and traces the subsequent 
adventures of the coins themselves and of their discoverer. The 
former having been claimed by the Duke of Northumberland's 
agent as ** treasure-trove," the latter declined to give them up 
except to the Duke himself ; and having been unsuccessful in 
seeing him, suffered an action to be brought against him, and 
sooner than pay the £18 and costs with which he was saddled, 
was lodged for twelve months in Denbigh gaol, at the end of 
which term he was legally discharged, and thus retained the 
treasure in his possession. After hiding the coins some time in 
a well, Thomas Pattison, the finder, confided them to his 
brother ; but after his release from prison, never did a day's 
work, wandered restlessly over the country, and soon sank into 
the grave. His brother, almost as impracticable a man as him- 
self, declined to allow visitors to see the coins, but at last suc- 
cumbed to the blandishments of Mr. Clayton, of Chesters, who 
appears to have paid for the hoard four or five times the market 
value of the coins. 

They had, however, a historical value ; the silver coins being 
one of Nero, three of Galba, one of Otho, fifteen of Vespasian, 
seven of Domitian, four of Nerva, fifteen of Trajan, and three of 
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Hadrian, and those of the early portion of his reign. They 
appear, therefore, not to have heen deposited later than the 
reign of Hadrian, and as they were found in the quarry from 
which the stone for the Eoman Wall seems to have heen 
ohtained, they afford evidence that the date of its erection was 
the time of Hadrian and not that of Severus, as had hy some 
been believed. The three gold coins were of Nero, Claudius, 
and Vespasian, and among the silver coins not enumerated, 
were some few family coins. Of these, one was the well-known 
denarius of the Livineia family (Cohen, No. 1), with the two 
gladiators engaged with a lion and a tiger, and a bear between 
them. The story of William Pattison*s assigning to this coin 
the date b.c. 1008 is amusingly told. His authority was 
] Chronicles, chap. xi. verse 22, *' Benaiah, the son of 
Jehoiada, the son of a valiant man of Eabzeel, who had done 
many acts ; he slew two lion-like men of Moab : also he went 
down and slew a lion in a pit on a snowy day.** Pattison 
recognised the man killing the lion as Benaiah, and found the 
date in the margin of his Bible. May no numismatist of 
greater experience ever commit greater errors I The discovery 
of how a coin of CaracaUa (which had sadly perplexed the 
Northumbrian antiquaries) had become mixed with the coins, 
completes the story ; for the sadness of which we may thank 
the law of treasure-trove, and for the gaiety. Dr. Bruce. 



V, 



RENSEIGNEMENTS NUMISMATIQUES SUE L'EXPRES- 
SION VPy CORNU, EMPLOYEE DANS L'^CRITURE 
SAINTE POUR DESIGNER MfeTAPHORIQUEMENT 
LA PUISSANCE. 

Si j'ouvre FexceUeut dictiomiaire hebreu-fran^ais de 
Sander et de Trenel, au mot ]"ip, je lis ce qui suit ; " au 
figuriy comme symbole de la force et de la puissance." 
Puis viennent les exemples cit^s de r^criture, et qui con- 
statent Temploi bien determine de cette expression. Le 
plus saillant est le suivant :-— 

rr\r\^ nW3 mntt?3 "l^ltl riMin pp H^^TM. La come (la force) 
de Moab a ete conpee et son bras a ete brise, dit Jehovab (de 
V"T!i abattre, couper, briser, et de "^^tt?, rompre, casser, frac- 
turer un membra). — (Jeremie, xlviii., 25.) 

II est inutile, je pense, de multiplier les exemples de 
Temploi de cette locution m^tapborique, celui que je yiens 
de reproduire suffisant amplement pour en d^montrer la 
l^gitimit^. 

On n'ayait pas jusqu' d ce jour signal^ de monument 
numismatique qui en oflfrlt la trace, et je vais m'efforcer 
de d^montrer qu'il en existe: ils sent fort rares, k la 
v^rit^, mais ils n'en sont pas moins probants. Dans le 
magnifique ouyrage de Gesenius (Scripturae linguaeque 

VOL. XII. N.S. K 
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Fhoeniciad, monumenta quotquot supersimt, Leipzig, 1837), 
je lis k la page 275 (Lib. iii. cap. 1) : — 

8. " Camaey PhoenicisB oppido, in quo navale erat Araden- 
sium (to hriveiov rfjs *ApaSou. Strab., xvi. p. 753 ; Plin., v. 
20; Steph. Byz., v. Kopvq); a Fr. Bayero (p. 10, ed. germ.), 
tribuitnr numus, qaem dedimus litt. D ad Bayeri delineationem, 
Hit. E Secundum Mionnetum, tab. 25, No. 88. ; duarum epigra- 
pharum quum tanta sit diversitas, nosque numum ipsum, qui 
perrarus esse videtur, non viderimus, certain sententiam dicere, 
temerarium est. Non displicet tamen Lindbergius (p. 84), qui 
epigrapben litt. E legit., "^^ PP, Comu Tyri, quod cum 
Bayeri conjectura conciliari potest. Fortasse enim Came, 
"1!J pp, s. promontorium Tyri appeUata est." 

TJn peu plus baut, memo page, Gesenius avait dit : — 

" In epiprapbe *^^, quam nonnulla exempla babent, Lind- 
bergius Aradi nomen reperisse sibi visus est ; quum vero hujus 
insulsB nomen in V. T. scribatur '^J'l^ (Ezecbiel, xxvii. 8, 11), 
eaeque litters in paucis exemplis inveniantur, in aliis, quorum 
origo Aradensis multo certior est, alise compareant, bas litteras 
insulsB nomen continere mibi non persuadeo : et yidentur ete 
potius, ut in Maratbensibus tertisB epigrapbes littersB, per com- 
pendium magistratuum nomen indicasse.*' 

La belle et rare monnaie, dent il s'agit dans le premier 
passage emprunt^ k Gesenius, figure sur la Plancbe 36 de 
son ouvrage. En voici la description — 

Obv, — Tete tourrelee de femme toumee k droite. 

Rev. — Une come d'abondance place borizontalement ; 
au dessus ^y^^, sous la pointe de la 

come d'abondance "^j et au dessus, la date 

nil— Hi\ri\rhV. (PI. 86, lettre D, Moyen- 
Bronze.) Gette figure est accompagnee de la 
suivante, tf^S'^- (PL 86, lettre E.) 

Ges deux transcriptions ^tant aussi mauvaises I'une 
que Tautre, je ne m'y arreterai pas. Je me contenterai 
de parler d'lme trfis belle piSce in^dite que j'ai acquise k 
Jerusalem en 1869, et qui nous fournit un texte irr^- 
procbable k ^tudier. En voici la description : — 
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Obv. — Tite de Jupiter toumee a droite, le front surmonte 
d*un globe. 

Bev, — ^Une come d'abondance remplie de fruits et dont 
pend une grappe de raisin ; la pointe de la come 
est omee de deux appendices en forme de 
fleuron ; k gauche dans le champ, et en ligne 
verticale, la legende trilittere ^^V)5 ^ droite 
et parallelement a la legende precedente la date, 
.... — HNNpNO, dont la fin est obliteree. En 
redressant la piece de fa9on a placer la come 
d'abondance verticalement, on lit a droite, et a 
gauche, dans le champ, au bas de la come 
d'abondance et a hauteur de sa pointe la 

legende ^ ^O. La deraiere lettre de ce 

mot est enti^rement separee de la legende verti- 
cale de gauche, et ne pent en aucune fa9on s'y 
rattacher, comme Fa pense Bayer. 

M. 22| millimetres. 
Cette legende se transcrit sans aucune difficult^, X^p et 

* 

Quant k la date qui but la pi^ce de Bayer (lettre D de 
Gesenius) nous donne I'ann^e 74, si nous admettons avec 
Gesenius que le signe H ait la meme valeur que le signe 
N, la date de notre piece serait 70, plus un nombre 
d'unit^s, qu'il n'est plus possible de lire. Dans tons les 
cas il est bien clair que les deux monnaies dont il s'agit 
ont ete ^mises a deux fepoques fort rapproch^es — disons 
k la meme. 

Le mot X^P, repr^sente-t-il la locality Aradienne connue 
sous le nom de Carnd, au dire de Strabon, de Pline et 

d'Etienne de Byzance P cela est fort possible ; mais il est 
fort possible aussi que ce soit tout simplement le substaxitif 
m^taphorique, corne, ayant le sens de force, puissance. 

Le mot T\V est-il le nom Ph^nicien d' Aradus P Je suis 
bien tent^ de le croire ayec Lindberg, nonobstant robjec- 
tion souley^e par Gesenius. 
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La forme TPH^ emprunt^e k Ez^chiel (xxvii. 8 et 11), ^ 
est tellement analogue k la forme arabe actuelle — ^Arof^ed, 
qu'il est bien possible que la forme Ph^nicieime pure ait 
^t^ ortbograplii^e diffi§remment. Nous ayons, en effet, 
dans les Nombres (xxi. 1) et dans les Juges (i. 16) une 
ville d'Arad dont le nom est ^crit Tn^, comme nous le 
trouYons ici, et nous savons, du reste, que le mdme nom 
s'appliquait souvent & des localit^s fort diff(6rentes, dans 
ce pays. Mais il demeure bien entendu que notre monnaie 
ne peut en aucune fa^on 6tre attribui^e k cette Arad qui 
6tait au sud de la Palestine. La legende T"il> pp pourrait 
done s'expliquer It la rigueur par la come d'Aradus, la 
puissance d'Aradus, pour Aradus la puissante, la forte. 
Toutefois en presence de cette legende isol^e j^ayoue que 
j'aurais peu h^sit6 k j chercher le nom de la Came de 
Strabon. Mais un heureux basard m'a fait connattre 
une pi^ce capitale qu'il me semble permis d'invoquer en 
fayeur de Pinterpr^tation : la came cT Aradus. 

Au mois d'aoiit dernier je receyais de M. I'Abb^ Louis 
Fattori, Cure de Jaffa, Pancienne JafBa, situ6e prds de 
Kazareth, une lettre en date du 25 Juillet, 1870, conte- 
nant les renseignements suiyants, '* On m'ayait dit que 
sous le sol de mon ^glise il y ayait un souterrain. Pai 
eu la curiosity de le yisiter. J'y ai trouy^ diyers comparti- 
ments creus^s dans le roc ; la pluplart ^taient obstru^s de 
terre et de grayats. J'ai youlu les d6blayer, et en faisant 
le deblaiementj j'ai trouy^ un petit yase de terre rempli 
de monnaies portant Teffigie de plusieurs empereurs 
Remains." 

La lettre de Monsieur Fattori contenant des empreintes 
sur papier des monnaies trouy^es par lui, je me suis em- 

* Dans la Genese (z. 18) Thabitant d' Aradus est appele 
eneore ^TtlM. 
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preas^ de les €tudier ayec soin. La grande majority se 
compose de Potins d'Antioche^ de Caracalla, de Macrin, 
des PMLippes, de Trajan-Dece, et de Trebonien-Galle. 

Les autres sent deux G. B. de Gordien III. frapp^s & 
Tyr. 

1. Elagabale de G. B. de la mfime ville. 

1. Caracalla de G.B.^ que la d^fectuosit^ de rempreinte 
ne me permet pas de olasser. 

1. G. B. Ind6termin6, mais frapp^ k Tyr. 

Et enfin un trds beau G. B. de Yalerien offirant les types 
Buiyants : — 

O^.— IMP. C. P. Lie. VALERIANYS. AVG. Buste 
lanre tonme a droite et revetu da Paladamentom. 

iiw.— CORNV. PHENICES. Temple tetrastyle to de 
trois quarts ; aTexergae, la coquille de la Pourpre, 
et un objet indetermine. 

M. 27 millimetres. 

Cette monnaie d'ailleurs parfaitement consery^e est la 
plus r^cente de toutes celles qui se trouyaient reunies dans 
le petit tr^sor de Jaffa. La presence de la Pourpre la 
classe ayec toute apparence de raison k Tyr, et sa 16gende 
indubitable CORNV-PHENICES, ne pent guSre s'ex- 
pliquer autrement que par la come, la puissance, la force 
ou Porgueil de la Ph^nicie, titre pompeux appliqu^ k Tyr, 
m^tropole de cette proyince. On pourrait d. la rigueur 
ypir dans le Cornu PAenices, le Promontoire blanc^ la 
Scala Tyriorum, le Eas-el- Abiadb de nos jours ; mais un 
promontoire n'est pas un yiUe qui frappe monnaie, et au 
Ras-el-Abiadh, pas plus qu'au cap contigu, Bas-en- 
Nakoura, il n'y a de traces d'une yille assez importante 
pour qu'un empereur Remain y ait eu un atelier mon6- 
taire: force nous est done de nous en tenir k la lefon 
proposee plus baut. 
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Je laisse k de plus habiles le soin d'^Iucider cette ques* 
tion difficile, et je me contente de me tenir heureux 
d'ayoir public le premier im monument numismatique 
aussi curieux. 

F. DE Saulcy. 

Paris, le 12 Octobre, 1870. 

NOTES ADDITIONNELLES. 

I. 

Je trouve dans le catalogue public en 1864 par MM. 
RoUin et Feuardent une tr^s interessante mention de 
monnaie ainsi conQue (Page 480) — 

PhGBNICE IN GBNERE. 

No. 7250. Obv.— IMP. C DIANYS Buste 

lanre et drape de Gordien III. ; a droite. 

Rsv.— COL. NV. PHOENICES. Temple hexa- 
style vu de cote. 

^.7. 

U n'est pas douteux que cette curieuse monnaie, que 
je n'ai malheureusement pu voir en nature, ne soit un 
exemplaire d^fectueux de la piece de Yalerien decrite dans 
la notice qui pr^cMe. La legende, COL. NV. PHOE- 
NICES, ne serait susceptible d'aucune interpretation ; et 
il est bien clair que nous retrouvons ici le mot CORNU, 
indubitable de la belle monnaie trouv^e par M. le Cur6 
de Jaffa. Quant au mot PHOENICES, je soupgonne 
que par Habitude de la saine orthographe des mots, le 
r^dacteur du catalogue en question a transcrit ce qu'il 
deyait y avoir, sans copier scrupuleusement ce qu'il y 
avait en r^alite. 

Paris, Is 14 Novembre, 1870. 
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II. 

En examinant de plus prds le fouillis de pieces inddter- 
min^es qui attendent chez moi, comme dans toutes les 
collections, qu'une heureuse inspiration leur fasse trouver 
la place qui leur est due, j'ai reconnu une monnaie de 
cuivre malheureusement fort maltrait^e par le temps, 
mais qui se rattache sans aucun doute aux curieuses pieces 
de Tjrr i la l^gende CORlfU PHENICES. En voici la 
description. 

Obv.— CM. AYR Buste laure et 

toume a droite d'Elagabale, aveo le Paludamen- 
turn. 

Bev. — V?N Temple hexastyle vu de 

cote, au dessouB le morex. 

M. 19 mill. Piece envoy ee de Nazareth. Cuivre 
de qualite detestable. 

L'existence de cette monnaie d'Elagabale me parait 
prouver que le type en question a 6t6 employ^ assez 
longtemps, et que par consequent il n'est pas certain que 
la pidce attribuee k Gordien III., dans le catalogue BoUin 
et Feuardent, ne soit pas r^ellement de cet empereur. 

F. DE Saulcy. 

Paris, le 21 Novembre, 1870. 



VI. 

FARTHER NOTES ON THE GOLD COINS DISCOVERED 
IN 1828 AT CRONDAL, HANTS. 

By the Vicomte de Ponton d*Am£oox7bt. 
A Monsieur le Directeur du Numismatic Chronicls. 

MoNSIEUBy 

Je Tiens de lire avec le plus yif int^rdt, dans le 
Numismatic Chronicle (1870, Part IIL, p. 164), les 
nouyeaux renseignements donnas par M. le G6n. J. H. 
Lefroy sur la e^ldbre trouvaille de monnaies m^roTin- 
giennes faite k Crondal en 1828. 

Tout en rendant hommage & la science et au zdle 
deployes par Messieurs Ackerman et Lefroy pour I'inter- 
pr^tation de ces obscures l^gendes, je viens vous de- 
mander la permission de vous signaler quelques erreurs, et 
de donner k yos lecteurs quelques renseignements, qui 
seront loin de clore la discussion sur une aussi int^ressante 
matidre. 

Nos. 1 et 2. — ^Le sens des caract^res inscrits au reyers 
et dans le champ des imitations du monnayage de 
Licinius, parait avoir ^chappe k Mr. Lefroy. Ce numis- 
matiste croit que les deux X-ne sent pas des lettres, mais 
des croix. H est au contraire incontestable que ce type 
est la reproduction de Tinscription YOT. XX qu'on 
trouye si frequemment au reyers des monnaies romaines. 
Les exemplaires du tr^sor de Crondal, au nombre de 9 sur 
96, c'est-tl-dire de 1-lOme environ de la totality qui 
pr^sentent ce type, ont cela de trds int^ressant, quails 
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nous offi'ent le point de depart des types nombreux figures 
sur les Sceattas Anglo-Saxonnes en argent et en bronze, 
que, dans une r^cente publication, Mr. Dirks d^signe sous 
le nom de type etendard, parcequ'il suppose que c'est la 
deg^n^rescence d'un Etendard remain (v. Rev. de la Num. 
BelgCy 6me Serie, t. ii., p. 271). Mr. Barclay V. Head a 
ddjA fait ce rapprochement dans son tr^s-interessant 
article du Numismatic Chronicle^ intitule *' Anglo-Saxon 
Coins with Runic Legends" (1868, p. 81). Ainsi il faut 
noter ce fait que, dans la s^rie de ses d^gen^rescences, le 
type immobilis^ de Tinscription VOT. XX, sur tin autel 
carr6, emprunte aux monnaies de Crispus et d'autres 
empereurs de la mSme ^poque, a ^t^ grav^ sur Tor avant 
de descendre sur des m6taux d'une moindre valeur. Ce 
n'est pas un fait isoM, car je poss^de notamment un tiers- 
de-sol d*or au type dit de Wodan ou Odin, que Mr-. 
Dirks croit avoir appartenu aux Angles-Nord (Bernicie), 
tandisque le type etendard ou autel carri aurait eu cours 
plus au sud, en Mercie, par exemple (1. 1., p. 395). 

No. 3. — La determination est exacte et incontestable ; la 
monnaie a k\k frapp^e d. Metz par le monetaire Ansoaldus. 

No. 4. — Ce triens n'est pas de L6on I. (457-474), mais 
de Phocas (602-610). Je lis distinctement D.N, FOKA. 
P.P. AVG. — On a frappe en Qaule, h Marseille, Aries, 
Vienne, Viviers, etc., des sols et des tiers-de-sol aux noma 
des empereurs Maurice-Tib^re (582-602), Phocas (602- 
610), et H^raclius (610-641). Leur type ordinaire oflfre 
au rerers une croix latine accost^e des initiales MA, 
AR, VI, VIVA, etc. Le triens de Crondal pr6sente une 
Victoire et ne provient pas des ateliers du sud-est de la 
Gaule. Le regrettable Mr. de Salis, qui avait fait une 
^tude sp^ciale des types de transition entre le monnayage 
romaine et le monnayage barbare, nous aurait sans doute 
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rey^l^ son origine s'il n'ayait pas it^ ravi si pr^maturfe- 
ment k la scienoe. En tout cas, nous avons 1& un produit 
du c<Hnmencement du Ylle aidcloy parfaitement oontem- 
porain des espdces frapp^es par lea rois m^rovingiens. 

No. 5.-^Le triend est bien de Marsal, mais le yrai nom 
du mon^taire est Qisloaijius^ et non SISLOALDIJS 
(OeseUalt, d'od Oi$loaldus, pent se traduire par noble 
compagnon, comes senior ou venerahiUs)^ Marsal, dans le 
diocdse de Melz, ^tait un march£ de sel fort important ; 
un triens de cet atelier, sign6 du mon^taire Totus, a et^ 
trouye k Sibertswold, oomt6 de Kent, & la fin du 
dernier si^le (v. Nunrismaiic Chronicle, 1846, p. 189). 
Cetfce coincidence n'est sans doute pas Teffet d'un pur 
hazard; il serait int^ressant de recherclier quel courant 
oommercial a pu porter en Angleterre ces espdces si rares 
dans les collections fran9aises. 

I7o. 6. — L'attribution & Metz est exacte, mais le nom 
du mon^taire doit 6tre Ju : THEVDELENVS. 

No. 7. — Je n'ai rien k ajouter a Tinterpr^tation domn^e 
par le Numismatic Chronicle; les monnaies frapp6es k 
Paris par St. Eloi sent pr^cieuses & tons les titres ; leur 
raret6, leur date certaine, la notori^t^ du personnagd qui les 
a sign^es, I'interet qui s'attache aux origines de la capi- 
tale de la France, tout leur assure une place parmi les 
plus pr^cieuz joyaux qu'un collectionneur puisse aspirer k 
poss^er. ^ 

No. 8. — ^Ne pourant lire le nom de Fatelier, j^attribue 
cette monnaie, d'api^ds son style, k Fouest de la 8me 
Lyonnaise, ou ptoyince de Tours, yers Le Mans. Le nom 
du mon^taire parait 6tre SIGECHEAMNUS ; c'est la 
seule restitution indiqu^e par la philologie de la Ugende 
inscrite au reyers. Sig contribue comma pr^ze k former 
les noms SigoaUus, Sigebertus, Sigomarus, Sigofridus, 
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8igolenu$, Sigulfas, etc. Chramn apparait comme suffixe 
dans WaUechramrms, Bertechramnus, Guntechrajnnus, 
Fulframnusj etc. 

No. 9.— II faut lire : + LENNA CAS. Rev. 
AEGOALDO. TTa autre exemplaire de ce triens eat 
dans ma collection et a ^t^ attribue avec raison, par Mr, 
Hermand, 4 Lens^ diocese d'Arras, le castrum Lenense du 
Xle Bi^cle, et sans doute aussi PElenas vicus de Sidoiue 
Apollinaire (v. Hadr. Vales, Notitia GalL, p. 186). 

Nos. 10 et 11.—+ WIOCO. Rev. DVTTA MONETA. 
La presence de sept monnaies franques du niSme ateHer, 
Wiccus, dans le tr^sor de Crondal, ne laisse aucun doute 
fiur leur proyenance. O'est & Quentowic qu'appartiennent 
ces produits du monetaire Dtttta, et non pas au Wyck 
aitu^ sur la Meuse en face de Maestricht. D^autres 
mon^taires ont pu signer des espies dans le faubourg de 
Maestricht, mais le Wic situe k rembouchure de la 
Canche, port de transit le plus fr^quent^ entre la Bretagne 
et le Continent, aoua lea deux premieres races des rois de 
France, fut Tun des ateliers les plus feconds, en meme 
temps qu'une des places de commerce les plus importantes 
de cette ^poqi^e. Je lui ai dejd* restitu6 les tiers-de-sol 
ayant pour l^gende WICO IN PONTIC. Cette locaUt^ 
n'existe plus, mais son nom de Quento Wic indique la 
situation k Pemboucbure de la Canche, et sa designation 
de Wic-en-PofUAieu est encore plus precise, si^ comme je 
le crois, la rive droite de la Canche appartenait seule au 
Pontbieu. 

No. 12.— Au lieu de BROANMANEI, lecture propos^e 
par Mr. Akerman, et de la version plus correcte IBBONI 
MAEI donn^e par Mr. Lefiroy, U faut lire ABBONE 
MYNET. C'eat la signature du maitre de St. Eloi, le 
o^ldbre Abbo, faber auri probatisHmua qui, apud Lemo* 
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vicenses publicam monetcB officinam gerebat (Vie de St. 
Eloi). Je crois avoir d^couvert que ce personnage a 
commence sa carri^re de mon^taire k Chalon-sor-Sadne, 
qu'il a reuni sous sa directiou les divers ateliers de cette 
ville, et que, quand la suppression du second royaume de 
Bourgogne, ou plutdt la mort de Gontran, eut diminu^ 
rimportance de Chalon et Tactivit^ de son monnayage, 
Abbon, et tout un groupe de ses compagnons, notamment 
Saturnus, Bandegisclie, Betto, DomuKus, transporterent 
leur art et leur industrie dans le diocese de Limoges. Je 
serais mSme porte k croire qu'il a fait aussi un sdjour dans 
rile de Bretagne, car le type, d6j4 public en France, du 
revers do la monnaie trouv^e k Crondal, a des details 
artistiques qui n^appartiennent pas k la numismatique 
m^rovingienne. L'un des trois objets qui composent cette 
singuli^re croix k six branches, se trouve reproduit devant 
le profil du Ko. 28, et je considdre ce dernier type comme 
Anglo-Saxon, 

Le fait de F^migration d^une colonic d'artistes de 
Chalon k Limoges a une certaine importance au point de 
vue de Thistoire de I'art ; tout le monde sait ce que fut 
cette ^cole artistique de Limoges au moyen-&ge et pendant 
la renaissance ; Abbon ^tait I'ancetre des Leonard 
Limousin, des Courtois, des Baymon, et de cette 'pl^iade 
d'orfevres-^mailleurs dont les OBuvres sont si recherch^es 
aujourd'hui. La Bourgogne pourrait done revendiquer 
rhonneur d'avoir allum^ le foyer qui pendant miUe ans a 
briU^ d'un si grand 6clat. 

No. 13. — La 16gende est PALAEIOLO, et non pas 
PACAEIO F. 0. Les empereurs remains avaient des mai- 
sons de campagne, palatiola, k quelque distance de leurs 
residences ordinaires. Mr. Bobert {Rev. Num. Fran,, 1863, 
p. 193), a retrouvi dansPfatzel, entre Thionville et Treves, 
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le palatiolum yoisin de cette demi^re capitale, et Palaiseau 
nous offre Fannexe du palais de Paris. O'est k cette 
derniere locality qu'il faut attribuer le No. 13 de la de- 
scription du tr^sor de Crondal. La 16gende du revers se 
lit + DOMV . . . S F T, et peut designer Dmrnlfus ou 
Domulenus (F T pour Fecit) ; mais comme deux tiers- 
de-sol de ma collection offient les legendes P AL ACIOLO. 
Rev. DOMOLENO, j 'incline vers la derniere inter- 
pretation. 

No. 14. — On rencontre en Austrasie des monnaies dont 
le revers offre beaucoup d'analogie avec celui-ci. LeS 
lettres A N qui accostent la croix m'autorisent k completer 
par ANTON A CO la legende de Tobvers, dont les trois 
dernidres lettres sent seules enti^res. Ce serait un produit 
de I'atelier d'Andemach, ville situee sur le Rhin, entre 
Cologne et Coblentz. 

No. 16. — Cette monnaie se rencontre assez souvent 
dans les collections franyaises. Quoique ses legendes 
Boient toujours barbares, et qu'on n'ait pas encore retrouvi 
un prototype qui en donne le sens, on peut, sans trop de 
t6m6rite, I'attribuer k Lugdunum Batavorum (Leyde), i, 
cause des initiales LU qui accostent la croix. 

No. 16.—+ MOSA VICO. Rev. MAGNO + ALDVS. 
Ce triens, trSs-bien interprete par Messieurs Akerman et 
Lefroy, a 6te frappe k Menvy, dans le diocSse de Langres. 
Les anciens itin^raires mentionnent cette station situ6e au 
passage sur la Mouse de la voie de Lyon k Metz, par 
Langres. M. de Longp^rier, Fun de nos plus savants 
numismatistes, n'aurait certainement pas mis en avant 
Moisy, pres Ch&teaudun {Catal. Rousseau, p. S5), s'il 
n'avait 6te entraine par une premidre erreur, Tattribution 
k Chateaudun d'une monnaie d'Autun signal^e par le 
mSme Magnoaldus. 
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No, 17. — Le style de cette monnaie r^vdle son origine ; 
elle a ht& frapp^e & Chalon-sur^Sadne, ou dans une localite 
Yoisine de cette yille. 

Nos. 18, 19y 20. — II faut attendre de nouvelles decou- 
vertes pour expliquer ces monnaies. 

No. 21. — On s'accorde d, trouyer dans le monogramme 
des rovers de ce triens, les 61^ens de BYTENIS, Bodez. 
Le nom inscrit autour est celui du mon^taire Vindemius. 

No. 22. — ^Encore inexpliqu^. 

No. 23. — Je poss&le un exemplaire de cette pr^- 
cieuse monnaie, et je lis assez distinctement au revers : 
AMBALLONDENVS. Je desire que ce renseignement 
nouveau £EUsilite ^interpretation d'un triens dont Timport- 
ance est capitale. Quant & la l^gende de TobTers, men 
exemplaire, un peu rogn^, ne laisse pas voir le nom de 
AVDVALD, mais on lit tr6s-bien & la suite : BEGES. 
Dans la planche du Numismatic Chronicle, le graveur a 
renyers^ le type du reyers ; il faut remarquer que la croix, 
posee sur un petit globe, est la m^e que celle des mon- 
naies de Londuniu (No. 28). Le No. 23 appartient done 
au monnayage d'or des Saxons. Le type d'Euselnui 
frapp6 i Canterbury, Dorovemis civiias a ^t^ le premier 
specimen signale aux savants de cette branche si int^res- 
sante de la numismatique de la Grande Bretagne. On se 
rappelle la discussion soulevee k son sujet dans les revues 
anglaise et fran^aise, discussion dans laquelle une vic- 
toire complete est rest^e & Messieurs de Longperier et 
Daniel H. Haigb centre Messieurs Akerman et Cartier 
(Num. Joum. Avril, 1838 ; Bev. Num. Franq.^ 1838, p. 
469 ; id., 1841, p. 436). En 1841, Mr. Haigh citait un 
sol d'or d'Edouard le Confesseur, du cabinet Spurrier. Les 
monnaies de transition, Nos. 1 et 2 du tr6sor de Crondal, 
forment actuellement la t6te de cette s^iie; le triens 
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d'Auduald qui nous oocupe, prend tine place intennMiaire, 
nous aUons en signaler d'autres, et il suffit qne cette porte 
soit ouTerte pour qne bientdt les collections s'enrichissent 
d'une suite d'or Anglo-Saxonne correspcaidant & la s^rie 
m^royingienne fran9ai8e. 

Je ferai encore^ & propos du No. 29, deux remarques 
qui ont quelque importance ; la premiere, c'est que sur 
les monnaies d'or Anglo^Saxonnes dijk signal^es, le nom 
d'homme est inscrit 4 Pobvers et le nom de Fatelier 
au rovers. Le triens de Canterbury porte k Vobvers 
EVSEBII MONITA, et au revers + DOROVEBNIS 
CIYITAS. C'est du o6t6 de la tdte que nous lisons 
AVDVALD REGES, ABBONE MVlfET, noms 
d'hommes, et autour de la croix que nous aliens 
trouver LONDVNIV, nom de ville. B'aprfts cela, 
AMBALLONBENYS serait sans doute un nom de 
yille, & moins que ce ne soit le mon^taire du roi Auduald, 
comme Eligiua ^tait celui de Dagobert et de Clevis II. , 
Maximinus celui de Caribert, etc. Ma seconde observa- 
tion consiBte & appuyer ropinion de Mr. Haigb, qui consi- 
d^ AYDVALD ou AVDVARID comme I'^quivalent 
deEADWARD. Edward est un d6riv^ de Andoaldus, 
redoublement de alt (old) ancien ; les formes de transition 
sont AVDOVALDVS, AVDVALDVS, AVDVARDVS, 
ODWARD, EVDWABD, EADWARD. Mais Q me 
semble que c'est dans une autre serie de transformations 
qu'il faut cheroher le nom historique inscrit sur la mon- 
naie: AVDVALD, AVDBALD, ODBALD, nom oon- 
duisant directement & EADBALD, roi de Kent de 616 k 
640. 

Nos. 24y 26| 26. — Oes trois types ferment un groupe 
bien distinct, comprenant huit des 96 tier»-de*sol de 
Crondal. Ce fait seul milita en faveur d'une attribution 
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au 8ol Anglo-Saxon, mais cette pi^somption devient une 
certitude quand on rapproclie de ce groupe celui da No. 28 
(LONDYNIY), ofi Ton trouve, au dessus de la i&ie de 
la face, et dans la partie inferieure du revers, des reminis- 
cences incontestables de Tespdce d'aureole ovale qui 
entoure le buste de profil de nos monnaies. Je possMe un 
exemplaire varie de cette curieuse fiibrication, malheu- 
reusement la legende y est &-peu-pr^ aussi indechiffinble 
que sur les huit exemplaires de Crondal ; au revers, le 
bas de la haste de la croix se prolonge & travers le g^enetis 
et la legende^ jusqu'au bord de la pi^e. 

No. 27. — ^Ici encore, pas d^incertitude sur I'origine; 
21 pieces, c'est-&-dire plus de l-5me de la totality, pr^« 
sentent le mSme type ; un autre exemplaire a 6t6 trouv6 
isol^ment pr^s de Oantorbery en 1844 ; Toil4 done encore 
une monnaie d'or Anglo-Saxonne, et T^tude de son style < 
nous guidera vers d*autres attributions. J'ai dejk signal^ 
la connexite qui existe entre le reyers des triens d'Abbon 
(No. 12) et I'objet plac^ deyant le profil des monnaies du 
27me groupe. 

No. 28. — ^La reunion de six exemplaires du mdme type, 
et surtout la legende LONDYNIY, indiquent clairement 
I'origine et Patelier d'^mission de cette monnaie. Quand 
on examine attentivement la face de I'obvers, on y voit 
presque ime inspiration lointaine des esterlins Anglo- 
Normands. 

Nos. 29 & 37. — Ces neuf types, inscrits sur 24 monnaies 
et composant le quart du tr^sor de Crondal, sent trds 
grossiers; on parviendra sans doute ft les classer, 
mais les 616meiis de discussion manquent encore, et j'aime 
mieux avouer mon ignorance que de hasarder des conjec- 
tures et d'^garer peut-Stre ceux qui me liront. Je suis dis- 
pose k considerer comme Anglo-Saxons les tjrpes qui se 
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renoontrent sur trois, quatre, cinq exemplaires d, la fois 
(Nos. 29, 30, 31, 34 et 35) ; il ne faut pourtant pas 
oublier que nous avons rencontre deux monnaies sem-: 
blables de Metz et sept de Quentowic. II est fort 
possible que ces monnaies aient ^te ^mises sur le littoral 
de la 2de Belgique et de la 2de Germanic ; la croix pat^e 
des Nos. 30 et 31 permettrait mSme d'attribuer ces deux 
types k la vallee du Rhin. 

Je m'arrSte, et resume en un tableau le classement des 
monnaies de Crondal : — 



1^ Monnaie des Empereurs d'Orient. 

Phocas No. 4 

2° Monnaies Anglo- Saxonnes. 

a. Immobilisation de types romains, 

Nos. 1 et 2 

b. Barbarie, Nos. 1, 24, 26, 26. . . 

id. No. 27 

c. Premiere renaissance 

Audvaldf No. 23 

Abbon No. 12 

Londuniu, No. 28 

8° Monnaies franqnes. 

lreLyonnaise,Chalon-sur-Sadne,No. 17 . 

Menvy No. 16 . 

Bme Lyonnaise, Sigechramnus No. 8 . 
4me Lyonnaise, Paris No. 7 . 

Palaiseau No. 13. 

Ire Belgique, Metz Nos. 8 et 6 . 

Marsal No. 6 . 

2me Belgique, Lens No. 9 . 

Quentowic, Nos. 10 et 11 . 

2de Germanie, Leyde ? No. 15 . 

Andemart No. 14 . 

Aquitaine, Rodez No. 21 . 



NOHBBB. 

d'ezem- 
de types, plaires. 



It. 9 ex. 
1 8 

1 21 



1 
1 
1 



1 
1 

6 



46 



11. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 



4° Monnaies barbares incertaines, Anglo- 
Saxonnes oufranques, Nos. 18, 19, 20, 
22, 29 a 87 13 



18 20 



29 



Total 83 96 
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Si le tr6sor de Grondal n'a pas et6 le pecule d'un 
marchand ou d'un voyageur r^cemment d^barque du Con- 
tinent, et si ce precieux depdt est iin specimen pris au 
hasard du numeraire en circulation dans I'ile de Bretagne 
vers le milieu du Ylle Siecle, on pent tirer deux con- 
clusions de I'examen que nous venons de faire. 

l^ Qu'un tiers environ des esp^ces en circulation pro- 
venait du Continent. 

2''. Qu'au point de vue de I'art et de la fabrication, les 
monnaies m^rovingiennes etaient tres superieurs aux mon- 
naies Angle-Saxonnes. 

Vtb. de Ponton d'Amecourt. 

Paris, le 28 Mars, 1872. 



YII. 

• IS^OTES ON THE ANNALS OF THE COINAGE OP 

SCOTLAND. 

No. n. 

From the death of Alexander III., in 1286, to the com- 
mencement of the reign of David II., there is almost an 
entire blank in the numismatic annals of the country. 
For nearly seventy years we have little or no historical 
trace of what was done in the matter of money. No acts 
of Parliament relating to the coinage have been preserved, 
nor any records of the mint, nor any accounts of the 
moneyers; and I have been unable to discover in the annals, 
chronicles, and historical documents, which are still 
extant, any notice or reference throwing any light on this 
period. 

But though no historical evidence is at present avail- 
able, we know &om the coins which exist that considerable 
coinages must have taken place. The pennies and half- 
pennies bearing the name of John are comparatively 
numerous, considering the length of his reign; and 
though no difficulty or doubt exists as to their appropria- 
tion, there are several points on which it would be of the 
highest interest to the Scottish Numismatist to have some 
light thrown by history. The mint of St. Andrew^s 
appears for the first and last time in the Scottish series 
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on the coins of this king (with one donbtftd exception),^ 
a fact which we cannot explain except by conjecture.' 
Thp word CIVITAS^ also is peculiar to this reign, and 
due probably to some English moiieyer, though wcl can- 
not say so with certainty. That Bobert the Bruce struck 
money is admitted by CTcry one, and it might have been 
expected that such an important proof of the national 
independence, and the establishment of the Scottish 
sovereignty, would have been noticed by Barbour and the 
other annalists. But such is not the case, and, with the 
exception of a notice in the English " Statutum de 
Moneta,'' in 1292,* permitting the currency of Scotland 
to pass in England, there is, in the meantime, no 
historical reference whatever, to illustrate the numismatic 
history of the reigns of John Baliol and Robert Bruce. 

In considering the history of the coinage from the 
death of Alexander III. to that of James I., it is im- 
possible to avoid noticing some errors which are found in 
Mr. Lindsay's " View of the Scottish Coinage.'' In 
pointing these out, I hope it will not be thought I do so 
with the view of detracting from the merit of that excel- 
lent numismatist and antiquary. On the contrary, it 
is because I esteem most highly his valuable work — ^the 
first which has attempted to give any connected his- 
torical account of the Scottish coins — that I think it 
is proper to point out some inaccuracies, which seem 



1 Lindsay, p. 14. 

2 The grant of the striking of money by Alexander III. in 
1288 at St. Andrews to " God and St. Andrew " may have had 
some reference to the town ; in which case, John !E^ol might 
continue the privilege granted by his popnlar predecessor from 
motives of political prudence. 

* See Buding, vol. i. p. 180, note, 

* Rnding, vol. i. p. 198. 



ANNALS OF THE SCOTTISH COINAGE. 85 

more the result of carelessness in revision than anything 
else. The sort of mistakes to which I allude are very 
well exemplified in the account Mr. Lindsay gives of the 
reign of 'David II. : the period at which we have now 
arrived. He there* states that the first act of Parliament 
relative to the coinage was passed in the year 1347, and 
gives two acts as passed at that time. Now the historical 
fact is, that these acts were not passed till 1357, ten years 
after the date he mentions, and then in a different order 
from that in which they appear in the ''View," the 
second one being really the first. This mistake is the 
more surprising when it is remembered that the first 
volume of the folio edition of the Scots Acts (edited 
by Professor Cosmo Innes and Mr. Thompson), in which 
all these parliaments are most carefully and correctly 
given, was published the year before Mr. Lindsay's 
work appeared; nor is any reference made to these 
errors in any of the supplements which he more recently 
issued. 

It is certain, however, from other evidence, that a 
coinage took place some time before 1357. For we 
learn from Buding^ that a proclamation was made in 
England in the year 1355, forbidding any one to receive 
Scottish money except at an appointed value ("ad nostrum 
valorem ejusdem*'), though what that value was is not 
specified ; and by the distinct terms of a precept directed 
by King Edward to the Sheriff of Northumberland in the 
same year, which is given in full in the notes to Buddi- 
man's Preface to Anderson's *' Diplomatum Scot. The- 
saurus,"^ it appears that the money of Scotland referred 



6 P. 19. • Vol. i. p. 229. 

7 P. 216, Edit. 1782. 
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to was of less weight and coarser alloy^ and had been but 
very lately struck in that country. Of this coinage^ which 
probably consisted of the pennies attributed by Lindsay 
and Wingate to the first coinage^ we have no parlia- 
mentary record. 

1357. Two years afterwards^ the Great Council of Scot- 
land was summoned to meet at Scone in the month of 
November^ and it was by this parliamept that the acts 
noticed above were passed.® The first of these provides that 
the king's money shall not be taken out of the kingdom, 
unless the exporter pay to the king half a mark ; and the 
second^ that the good money of England^ both gold and 
silver^ shall be received in Scotland according to its 
true value.® 

1358. This year King David visited England/** and if 
we are to believe Knyghton/* " petitioned King Edward 
to allow the money of England and Scotland to be inter- 
changeably current in both kingdoms upon equal terms/^ 
which request the King of England^ in consideration of the 
great humility, of the King of Scots^ granted : but as no 
statute or proclamation exists authorising this^ we may be 
allowed to doubt both the fact stated and the reason 
given for it. 

1362. About this period it appears^ from the accounts 
rendered to the Great Chamberlain of Scotland and pre- 
served in the Chamberlain RoUs^ that a certain Adam 
Tor, or Thor,^^ was " custos monete '' at Edinburgh, and 

® Acts, vol. i. p. 183. 9 Lindsay, p. 19. 

^0 Hailes, vol. u. 297. 

" Knyg., col. 2619, quoted by Ruding, vol. i. 229. 

12 In Robertson's " Index of Charters " (E4in., 1798) there is a 
notice of a charter g]*anted by David 11. to Adam Tore, burgess 
of Edinburgh, of exchange in all Scotland ; and another to the 
same party and Jacobus of Florence, of the cunzie house and 
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his account of receipts and expenses rendered at Stirling, 
in 1364, before commissioners specially appointed, is still 
extant.^3 From this document we learn that during the 
three and a half years immediately preceding the render- 
ing of the account, enough silver had been minted at 
Edinburgh to yield the king £577 lOs. 2d. (Scots), at the 
rate of seven pennies out of each pound coined, except 
during the last month, when the rate was eight pennies. 
Out of this sum certain payments are stated to have been 
made to various parties; among others, to ^^Magister 
Jacobus,*' moneyer ; to John the Goldsmith for services 
rendered ; to Bonagius, the moneyer, for various devices 
graven and designed by him ; and various minor pay- 
ments, for graving the irons and other purposes are also 
noted. 

This account shows that a considerable coinage was 
carried on between 1360 — 64, which is not noticed in any 
existing act of parliament. We may infer from the tenor 
of the act of 1366, ordering a new coinage, conformable in 
weight and fineness to the English, that the coinage of 
1360-4 was below the standard in both respects. This 
account is also interesting from the mention made in it 
of Bonagius, whose labours at the Scottish mint appear to 
have extended over the l^g period of thirty years. Mr. 
Lindsay has committed another very inexcusable mistake, 
when he says that ^' Bonagio of Florence " was a moneyer 
of Robert IL in 1364;^* having just stated, two pages 
before, that Robert II. did not succeed till 1371. 

This leads us to consider whether the B which ap- 



liberties ; and another to John the Goldsmith of the ** seying " 
of all the money .■^— Pp. 81, 86. 

^8 Chamberlain Rolls, voL i. 891, 401. ^« P. 22. 
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pears behind the head of some of the coins bearing the 

legend 

tg] EOBGCETVS : DQl : GEA : BOX : SOOTTOBVCD : 
is really the privy mark of Bonagius. And 1 confess 
that I am not altogether satisfied about it. For we have 
the most authentic evidence^ from this account in the 
Chamberlain Bolls^^ that Bonagius was employed in 1364, 
during the reign of King David 11.^ and we learn from 
an act of parliament/® the authority of which is beyond 
suspicion^ that he was again employed in 1393, during the 
reign of Bobert III., and yet this privy mark is never 
found on the coins of these two kings. Indeed, I doubt 
very much if these letters ever stand for the initial of the 
moneyer. During the reign of David II. the letter which 
often appears on the reverse of the coins is a D. Now 
we know that " Magister Jacobus ^^^^ and Bonagius were 
the moneyers of that king, and the D will not stand for 
any of their initials. Again, we find on the great seal of 
this reign^^ a D in the same place where the B appears 
on the coins of Robert, which cannot be a privy mark, 
nor would the initial of the engraver be allowed to appear 
so prominently there. The letters I O appear on the 
. gold coins of Queen Mary, and are knowu^^ to stand for 
James, Gubernator (the regent). Is it possible that the 
letters which appear so conspicuously on many of the 
Scottish coins were meant to stand either for the initial of 
the sovereign or of the regent or governor for the time 



« Vol. i. p. 401. 

" Acts, vol. i. p. 207 ; Lindsay, p. 220. 

1' This was Jacobus Mnlekyn, described as of Florence, and 
he is mentioned several times in the early charters. — See 
Bobertson's ** Index,** pp. 81, 44, 70. 

18 Anderson's '' Diplomats,*' pi. liii. 

^ Cardonnel, p. 80 ; Lindsay, p. 145. 
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being P Thus^ Donald^ Earl of Mar^ was Governor of 
Scotland at the beginning of David II/s reign^^ and this 
D might either stand for the initial of the King himself 
or denote that the coins were struck during the regency. 
Similarly the T and A which occur on some of the coins 
of James III.^^ might stand for Thomas^ Earl of Arran, 
in whose hands the chief power of the state for a time 
centred^ and who married the king^s sister; and the I 
and A which occur on others of the same reign'^ for 
James (Kennedy)^ Bishop of St. Andrews^ and Alexander, 
one of the gre^^t family of the Boyds,* who held at another 
time the reins of government.^ These are, however, mere 
conjectures, and have no authority, save the gold coinage 
of Mary, and the coincidence which exists between the 
names of the various regents or governors and the initials 
on the coins.^ But this will not explain the coins of 
Bobert having the B, (if we consider the king to be the 

20 Balfour's "Annals," vol. i. p. 104. 

»i Lindsay (Silver Coins) Dec. Cat., No. 877. 

22 Lindsay (Silver Coins) Dec. Cat., No. 898. 

25 Burton's Hist., vol. iii. p. 164. 

i4 We know from Drummond, of Hawthomden's Hist., that 
the Boyds coined some money in this reign, though of base 
alloy. " Hist, of the James's " (London, 1655), p. 95. 

95 The letters which appear on the English gold and silver 
coins of corresponding periods stand either for the initial of 
the sovereign (Bnding, ii. 847, 848), or of the place of mint 
(Hawkins, 274, 275), or (in the ecclesiastical mints) for the 
name of tbe holder of the see. It must be remembered that 
no ecclesiastical mint existed in Scotland, and that the exclusive 
right of striking money belonged to the king, though exercised 
by the regents or governors in the name of the sovereign. 
Mr. Lindsay (p. 24) seems to consider the I on the coins of 
James HE. as meant for the initial of the king's name. On some 
of the gold lions of James I. and II. we find I B, at the end 
of the legend ; and on others, but very rarely, 2(. The I. B. is 
most likely for Jacobus Bex., the S probably/or Archibald Earl 
of Douglas, Lieutenant-Governor for a very short period at the 
commencement of the reign of James II. 

VOL. XII. N.S. N 
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second of the name), since no regent for whom B could 
stand held the government during his reign. Long ago, 
Mr. Sutherland, the founder of the fine collection of coins 
in the Library of the Faculty of Advocates, at Edinburgh, 
no mean authority in his day, believed this B. to stand 
for Bruce, though there is a very general unanimity of 
opinion amongst Numismatists that no groats were coined 
by Robert I. Though I am not disposed to dispute this 
opinion, seeing that there is no historical evidence about 
the reign of Bruce available, and that the argument derived 
from the weight of these coins inclines to their being 
appropriated to Robert II., still I do not think that the 
historical objections to the supposition that Bruce coined 
groats are so great as has been often supposed. Snelling^ 
merely says that groats were first minted in the reign of 
David II. Cardonnel^ quotes Snelling and Nicolson, and 
the manuscript note by Mr. Hamilton, who assigns as his 
reason for not giving those with the B to Robert Bruce, 
the fact '' that groats were not minted in England till 
1353, and it is hardly to be supposed that the Scots would 
be so long before them in this matter.'^ Even supposing 
this was the case, though it is certain groats were struck 
in England at a much earlier date,^it is not in accordance 
with fact to assume that at this period the northern 
coinage followed the southern, in every case, invariably. 
Even the coins themselves bear important testimony 
against such a conclusion. For the English groats 
have the full face on the obverse, and pellets on the 
reverse, while the Scottish coins (down to the time of 
Robert III.)} present the profile^ on the one side, and 

M P. 6. ^ Prefece, p. 8. 

^ Rnding, vol. L p. 198 ; Hawkins, p. 92. 

» A •nrious reason is given for this in Hardyng's Ghron.» 
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stars and mullets on the other. We know that in some 
eases the Scottish coinage was imitated by the English. 
The legend DSI. QBTl. appeared on the Scottish coins some 
time before it was adopted in England, and is first found 
in that country on a coin from the Berwick mint.^ Round 
halfpennies were in use in Scotland in the beginning of 
the reign of Alexander III.^ and in the same reign the 
mints and moneyers were denoted by a system of secret 
marks^ and neither of these improvements are found till 
some years later in the southern coinage.^^ 

The constant intercourse between the Scotch and 
French introduces another element which we must take 
into consideration^ when investigating any point like this ; 
and it appears from the authority quoted by Ruddiman^^ 
that large coins such as the groat were minted in France 
before the time of Robert Bruce.^ 

On the whole^ I can see no insuperable historical objec- 
tion against groats being struck in Scotland by Robert I. ; 

p. 87y 88 (quoted by Dr. Jamieson in an article on Scottish 
coins in the Boyal See. Trans. 1834) : — 

"Afore the fyft K. Henrey's day, 
Their silver coinage was as it ought to be, 

The kyng's &ee looked on side all waye 

To his Sovereigne (lorde) of England as I see." 

ao Numis. Chron. 1871, p. 281. 

8^ Unless we consider Saxon and Irish halfpennies to have 
been in common use in England. 

32 180, Preface. 

88 Henry the Minstrel, in his ** Book of William Wallace,'^ 
mentions groats as current in Scotland at the time of the 
Protector : — 

'* And for a strak he bad him grottis thre**' 

Book ii. 85, 88. It is impossible to consider this as satisfac- 
tory evidence of the existence of Scotch groats. Henry did 
not compose his book till about 1470. — {Vide Pinkerton's Hist, 
of Scotland.) 
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at the same time^ it would be necessary to have authentic 
evidence that he did so before venturing to disturb the 
present arrangement^ which is supported^ as I have already 
stated^ by very strong arguments, derived from the 
weights of the coins and by the general consent of the 
latest authorities. 

1366. In May of this year an act was passed which 
is erroneously given by Mr. Lindsay as enacted in 1865. 
It will be found in full in the first volume of the folio 
edition of the Scots* Acts,** and (with the wrong date, 
however) in the Appendix to CardonnePs '* Numis. Scot/' 
No. V. and the substance of it in Lindsay at p. 19. 

Buding, in a note in his first vol.,^ places this act in 
1347, though one of the authorities he quotes (Snelling, p. 5) 
correctly says it was passed in 1866. The act refers to 
the coinages of '* Magister Jacobus,'' and orders a new one 
to be equal to the current money of England in weight 
and fineness, on which a notable sign is to be placed to 
distinguish it from the other coinages already struck ; and 
the Chamberlain and Master Moneyer and workmen are 
to agree as to the fees. 

1 367. In October of this year the king issued a precept,^ 
following on an enactment by Parliament the month before, 
addressed to the " Gustos Monete " and the " Monetarius," 
commanding that the pound of silver be lessened by ten 
pennyweights, and the standard to be reduced to twenty- 
nine shillings and fourpence the pound tale : *^ and that the 
coinage be the same fineness of the last one, or that of 
England. It also orders that from every pound coined, 

w Acts, vol. i. p. 189. 

^ Vol. i. p. 229, note. 

^ Acts, vol. i. p. 144 ; Lindsay, p. 218. 

^ Ruddiman's Preface to " Dip. Scot. Thes.,'* p. 126. 
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seveu pennies shall be taken for the king, for his use ; one 
for the Gustos for his fee, and eleven for the Magister 
Monetarias for himself and the workmen in the mint, 
leaving to the '^mercator'' twenty-seven shillings and 
ninepence. 

In spite of these enactments, however, it would appear 
that neither this coinage nor the former one was equal to 
the English, for we find that in this very year, in conse- 
quence of so much light money being brought into Eng- 
land, proclamation was made that no money of Scotland 
should be current there, and that no one, either merchant 
or other, should pay or receive any money of the Scottish 
mint.** 

1869. Two yean after, it was ordained that every one 
taking money, or gold, or silver out of the kingdom, with- 
out paying a duty to the king of forty pennies in the 
pound, shall forfeit for every penny so taken, twenty 
shillings.^ 

This act closes the reign of David II. At the com- 
mencement of that of his successor we find one given in 
the Scots' Acts which is not mentioned at all by any of the 
writers on Scottish numismatics. It will be found in full 
at p. 183 of vol. i. of the folio edition above referred to. 
It was passed by the Parliament assembled at Scone on the 
2nd day of March, 1371, and provides that certain duties, 
similar to those of the act of 1869, shall be paid by any 
one exporting money, &c., out of the kingdom. In this 
year we find from the Chamberlain Bolls ^ that Andreas 
Pictor was ^' Custos Monete " at Edinburgh. 

1372. A proclamation was made in England in 1872, 

^ Rading, vol. i. p. 282. 

» Acts, vol. i. pp. 160, 175; Lind., pp. 19, 219. 

^ Vol. ii. p. 8. 
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which iB very interesting, as it mentions for the first time 
Scottish gold>^ It forbids any one to receive Scottish gold 
or silver money except as bullion, and orders that if any 
such shall be found after a certain date, one-half shall be 
forfeited to the king, and one-half to the finder. It is 
hardly necessary to say that the extremely rare gold 
nobles of David II. have generally been considered as 
pattern pieces, and not struck for circulation. If this is 
the case, this allusion to Scottish gold must refer to a 
coinage of Robert II., much earlier than has hitherto been 
supposed. Mr. Lindsay says ^ that there is nearly con- 
clusive evidence to show that, up to 1385, no gold was 
coined by this sovereign; but this distinct mention of 
Scottish gold in the proclamation referred to, would imply 
that some gold currency, must have been struck before 
1372. 

As this is the first time we meet with Scottish gold, it 
may be proper to take notice of a statement made by 
Cardonnel,^ which has not been contradicted by later 
writers on the Scottish coinage, referring to the mints of 
the gold coinage. He considers that there were several 
mints where the gold currency was struck, and grounds 
this opinion on the great variety of marks which appear 
in most of the reigns. I am rather inclined to think that 
these marks were not meant to indicate mints, but were 
rather the private marks of different moneyers in the 
earlier times, and of different issues in the later. An ac- 
curate examination and comparison of these marks is 
exceedingly interesting, but would require more time 
and space than can be given at present. The result of 



«> Boding, VOL i. 288. ^ P. 126. 

«8 Pref., p. 28. 
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such an examination^ however, combined with the infor- 
mation derived from the very scanty documentary and 
historical evidence still existing, leads me to think that 
the great bulk of the gold coinage, with possibly a few ex- 
ceptions in the earlier reigns, was struck at Edinburgh. 

1373. In this year Thomas de Stratheme was '^ Gus- 
tos Monete *^ at Perth, and Andreas Pictor at Edinburgh ; 
and from their accounts, still preserved in the Chamberlain 
Rolls, it appears that, both this year and the following, 
considerable coinages took place.^ But it is also evident 
that no improvement was made in the standard, for a 
proclamation of this date is given by Ruding ^ ordering 
that fourpence Scotch was to be made equal to threepence 
English, and the same proclamation was made again the 
following year at Berwick. 

1376. The Commons of England petitioned at this 
time ^ to be relieved from the burden of returning forfei- 
tures of Scottish money to the Exchequer. Shortly after 
this, the connection of Jacobus Mulekyn with the Scottish 
mint probably ceased j for in 1377 ^^ we find that a present 
of money was made him by the king, which is duly entered 
in the accounts. 

1381. A coinage probably took place not long before 
this ; for in the informations which were taken previous to 
the passing of the English act of this year (and given by 
Ruding),*® a new and evidently very light Scottish coin- 
age is referred to. 

1385. An act of the Scottish Parliament was passed in 
June of this year, which will be found given in full at 



** Vol. i. p. 288. ^ Cham. RoUs, ii. 22, 60. 

*« Ruding, i. 288. *^ Cham. Rolls, ii. p. 94. 

48 Vol. i. 239-41 ; Lindsay, p. 21. 
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p. 190 of the Scots' Acts^ vol. i. ; and in Mr. Lindsay's Ap- 
pendix^ p. 219| where the date is correctly stated^ though 
it is given differently in the work itself.^ This act pro- 
vides that the money to be struck shall be similar to what 
was then current^ and then continues : ^' Et hoc fiat de 
quocunque billon sibi allato tam de moneta extranea 
quam de vasis et allis argenteis et reddat de libra pen- 
dens, viz. : viginti novem solidos et quataor denarios (as it 
was in the preceding reign) nostre pecunie iUis qui sibi 
tradiderint novos blancos {" albos " has been written in 
the original^ but is scored out^ and ''blancos'' substi- 
tuted) Francie pondus pro pondere de nostre monete 
excepto quod perdunt pro fabrica iilius libre sex 
blancos." 

Then follows the price at which various foreign gold 
coins are to pass^ and the act closes with even more strin- 
gent provisions than usual for preventing the export of 
money out of the kingdom. 

1887. In this year again the money of Scotland was 
proclaimed in England^ and the former valuation of one- 
fourth less than the nominal value more strictly enforced.*^ 

This closes the reign of Robert 11.^ during which the 
money of the realm was gradually but surely depreciating 
in value : a fact which is strikingly illustrated in the com- 
mencement of that of his successor, for in 1890, the 
Commons of England petitioned '^ that the money of Scot- 
land be utterly removed out of the kingdom ; but this re- 
quest was not acceded to^ though the value was reduced 
to one-half, which was again confirmed in the following 
year. 

In 1898 a very important act was passed at Perth, in 



« P. 21. » Ending, i. p. 844 ; Lind., p. 22. 

fi^ Buding, i. p. 244. 
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October, which is given in full in the Appendix to Mr, 
Lindsay's work, and a resume of it at pp. 22, 128. It is 
chiefly interesting as being the first act we have extant 
which orders and describes a gold coinage ; and also for 
the full account it gives of the various officials and their 
duties, and the general working, of the ancient Scottish 
mint. 

There is very little doubt but that, in the earlier times, 
the money ers accompanied the king and court from place 
to place, and struck money whenever it was necessary to 
do so.^^ Latterly, they seem to have been established in 
certain towns, and regular officers appointed and regula- 
tions made for their guidance.^^ When this change took 
place we are unable to say, but most probably during the 
reign of Alexander III., for the long single-cross coins 
have their mints and moneyers distinguished by combina- 
tions of stars and mullets on the reverses. In the reign 
of David II. we have the first mention of the '^ Gustos 
Monete,'^ or warden ; and also of the '^ Magister Mone- 
tarius," or master coiner. This act of 1393 defines the 
respective duties of these officers, and provides, in the 
first place, that Bonachius of Florence shall make the 
money ; and next, that some one " discretus fidelis suf- 
ficiens et potens in diviciis,^^ shall be elected to be warden 
of the mint, who shall be sworn to perform truly his 
duties ; and these are, that he shall cause to be carefully 
weighed all the gold and silver which shall be brought to 
the moneyer to be coined, and shall take and keep an 
account of these ; and every evening, after the day^s work 



62 Ruddiman's Preface to Anderson, p. 140. 

68 The right of coining money belonged solely to the Crown ; 
bat any change must be sanctioned by Parliament." — (!Knkerton, 
Hist, of Scot., vol. i. p. 167). 

VOL. XII. N.s. o 
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is over^ be shall receive the coining-irons with which the 
moneyer strikes the money^ and shall keep them in safe 
custody, under lock and key, till next morning. And he 
shall receive the money which is made each day from the 
moneyer^ and shall place it in a coffer (cista) under seal 
and key ; and every week, in the presence of sufficient wit- 
nesses, he shall take a note of how much, both gold and 
silver, has been made during the week, and select certain 
pieces, which he shall well and truly keep until a trial is 
made of them, which trial shall take place within forty 
days. And the warden shall be responsible for the correct 
weight of money coined, and shall receive from the king 
the fees which have been customary. And if the warden, 
or the person appointed to examine the money, or the 
moneyer, shall fail to do their duty, or if they make false 
money, or use such, or permit it to be used, they shall be 
punished as the law directs : nor shall the king himself 
have any power to grant to such any pardon or remission 
of their sentence. 

This is, so far as I know, the first statutory provision 
made for the trial of the money. 

1394. Scottish gold and silver were forbidden in Eng- 
landin this year, except as bullion. 

1398. The act of 1398 was passed at Perth in the 
month of March, and will be found at p, 210 of the first voL 
of Scots^ Acts, and is also given by Mr. Lindsay in his Ap- 
pendix, p. 222, and a summary of it at pp. 23 and 128. 
After enacting certain values for the foreign gold coins, it 
specifies the various gold coins which are permitted to be 
current. Among those we find enumerated are lions and 
half-lions. The lion is probably the coin ordered by the 
act of 1S93, as it is there called ^' de bono auro una pecia 
vocata Leo ;^^ but that act contains nothing about any coin- 
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age of half-lions. It mentions ^ mailles^ and orders them 
to be current at a given value. Some of the lions usually 
appropriated to Robert II. correspond very closely ia 
weight with what the half of the '• Leo '' of 1393 ought to 
be, and as these must have been in existence then, and 
cannot be included under any of the other gold coins 
mentioned, the probability is, that the expression " half- 
lion '^ covered all these smaller gold pieces of Robert II. 
and III., even though their weights may not have exactly 
corresponded ; and this conjecture is strengthened by the 
fact that in the list of values given — though the '* Leo ^' is 
fixed at five shillings — no sum is specified for the half- 
lion, which was left to be regulated by the weight. 
Indeed, the weights of these earliest gold pieces are most 
perplexing, scarcely two being alike.** 

Some time about this period a charter was granted to 
Thomas the Moneyer, appointing him Master of the 
Office of Coining. Whether this Thomas was the Thomas 
Melvill who had also a charter to the same efiect along 
with Galfour Goldsmith in the same reign is uncertain.^ 

1401. The Commons of England again enacted, in 
this year, that the money of Scotland should only have 
the value of the amount of good metal contained in it, or 
else that it should be " voided out of the realm.'* 

1402. The reign of Robert III. is remarkable for the 
first introduction of a billon coinage into Scotland. In 
this year (1402) we find mention of base " halfpennies " 
of Scotland, in a petition from the Commons of England 
quoted by Ruding.67 Mr. Lindsay^ mentions, as a 
proof that Robert III. coined billon, the notice of these 

w Lindsay, p. 129. w Wingate, p. 41. 

w Robertson's Index, pp. 89, 142. 67 Vol. i. p. 260. 

M P. 78. 
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coiDB in 1406^ the first year of James I.^ and riglitly con- 
jectures these to have been struck in the reign of his 
predecessor^ but he has omitted to note this mention 
in 1402^ which was three years prior to the death of 
Robert III. The introduction of this base coinage pro- 
yoked remonstrances from the English parliament, who 
petitioned that the importers of this base money should 
be liable to capital punishment, which was not, however, 
granted. These remonstrances were repeated in 1411, 
1415, and 142a.'» 

The reign of James I. opened in 1406, but the first 
acts of parliament, in which any mention of money is 
made, were not passed till May, 1424. These acts are 
curious, as showing the somewhat imperious language in 
which the Scottish parliament "determined and ordained 
that our Lord the King gar mend his money." They 
will be found in the second volume of the Scots Acts 
(folio edition) at pp. 5, 6, and in CardonnePs Appendix, 
p. 8, and a notice of them at p. 26 of Lindsay's work. 
They provide that exporters of gold and silver, or money 
out of the realm, shall pay forty pennies out of every 
pound, or if they do not, and are apprehended endeavouring 
to evade the custom, they shall forfeit the money and 
pay £10 Scots besides. The money was ordered to be 
of the same weight and fineness as the English, but it is 

^ Buding, vol. i. p. 258, 257, 270. A mint was said to have 
existed in Glasgow in the time of Robert III. in the Dry Gate. 
This is noticed in Clelland's *< Annals of Glasgow/* p. 5, also 
in Ure's ** History of Glasgow,** p. 95. See Wingate, p. 145. 
I have not yet got any satisfactory original authority for this 
statement, though in the Liber Collegii Nostri Dom., p. 250, in 
a ^vrit dated 1435, mention is made of the ** Cunyhe ad com- 
munem viam ex parte australi ;" and in the Register of Glasgow 
(p. 500) notice is taken of a tenement *' jacens super le West 
Cunze." 
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left to the king's * pleasure tu strike it ('^quhen him 
lykis "), and when he sees it to be profitable for the realm ; 
a contingency which apparently never took place. 

1425. The following year another parliament was held 
at Perth^ which enacted^ that further provision be made 
for keeping money in the realm^ and also for bringing in 
bullion. These acts throw little light on the coinages of 
this reign^ but fortunately the Chamberlain Rolls contain 
some references which are of great importance. The first 
of these will be found under the year 1434^ at p. 245 of 
the third volume. It is the account of Robert Gray^ 
master of the mint, and shows that about this time a 
coinage of gold and silver had taken place. This Robert 
Gray is first mentioned in the Rolls in 1429>^^ and his 
name constantly occurs afterwards up to 1438. He 
seems to have minted entirely at Edinburgh, though 
groats of several other towns are known to exist.^^ It is 
a corroboration, to some extent, of the conjecture hazarded 
before, that the initials on the prominent part of the coins 
are the initials either of the kings themselves, or their 
regents, that on the Edinburgh groats of this reign, 
when we know Robert Gray was moneyer, the initial 
which appears is I. 

The distinct mention of a coinage of gold in the year 
1434 raises a very difficult question.®^ We have evidence 
of at least two coinages of gold in this reign, this one 



^ Scots* Acts, vol. ii. p. 9 ; Cardonners App., p. 9 ; Lindsay, 
p. 26. 

« Vol. iii. p. 187. «2 Wingate, p. 54. 

^ Mr. Lindsay gives a very strange heading to the extracts 
about this coinage in his Appendix, p. 224. These references 
are all found in tiie Chamberlain Rolls, at the pages and in the 
vols, noted by him, though they are made to appear as if they 
were *' excerpta e Libris Bententiarum ofiieialis S. Andrea.*' 
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in 1484 and another in 1436. The latter coinage 
extended over two years^ and was apparently a very 
extensive one^ though a very small part of it^ as we shall 
presently see^ can be assigned to James I. Mr. Lindsay^ 
considers the St. Andrews with XPC. R a GNAT, &c., to 
be the first coinage, and the " demy/'^ or lozenge lion, 
to be the second, though he also states in the same 
page that the " demys " were probably struck before this 
coinage of 1436. No authority is given for this latter 
statement by Mr. Lindsay ; but a '' contemporary account,'^ 
which is given by Pinkerton<^ would seem to confirm 
this view. It states that James I. ofiered a reward 
to any one who would slay or capture Sir Robert 
Grseme of ^'iij thousand demyes of gold, every pece 
worth half an English noble.^' This reward must 
have been offered between the parliament of 1434 and 
that of October, 1436, and probably in the beginning 
of the latter year. As these English nobles were most 
likely what are constantly called^ in old Scottish accounts 
the '' Harry " noble, the half «s would agree in weight, or 
very nearly, with the weight of the lozenge lion, viz., 
52^ grs. when well preserved. If we accept this view 
(that the lozenge lions are the ^' demys " mentioned in 
the proclamation) then the St. Andrews must have been 
struck at an earlier period, probably at the beginning of 
the reign. It is possible, however^ that the term " demy " 

«* P. 181. 

6S This is apparently called '' demy " from being equal to the 
half of the English noble. It is not the half of any Seottish 
coin. — ^Pinkerton, vol. ii. pp. 440, 445. 

^ Vol. i. Appendix. 

^ Acta Dom. Audit., p. 60, &o. ; Ledger of Halyburton, 
paasim^ 

« Ending, ii. p. 847. 
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may have been used to designate any coin which was 
equal to the half of the English noble ; and as the St. 
Andrew of this reign is as nearly as possible^ of the same 
value^ the reward may have been merely equal to 8,000 in 
any coins, each equal to the English half noble : but I am 
rather inclined to think, in the meantime, that this term 
was, at any rate latterly, confined to the lozenge lion, 
though Pinkerton says very distinctly that the St. Andrew 
bore the name of demy.®* 

In 1436 were passed the acts given in [CardonnePs 
Appendix, pp. 9, 10, c. 143, 149. They provide for certain 
payments in bullion by the merchants, and prohibit the 
export of any of the precious metals out of the country. 
Nearly at the close of this year,^^ on the night between 
the 20th and 21st of February, King James was murdered 
at Perth by Sir Robert Graeme and his accomplices. 
The date of this event is placed by Mr. Lindsay one year 
later ^^ than it really took place, a very important mistake, 
as it affects his arguments on the appropriation of coins 
in all the metals. Though several historians give the date 
1437-8, there is no doubt whatever that the proper one 
is 1436-7. It is not necessary to enter here on any de- 
tailed proof of this. It will be sufficient to note that the 
earlier date is proved by the first parliament of James 11.^* 
which met very shortly after his father's murder, on the 
25th of March (New Year's, day, O.S.), 1437 ; and by the 
epitaph on the royal tomb, given in the extracts ''ex 
variis Chronicis Scocise.^' It is also adopted by all the 
best authorities, including Pinkerton ; Wood, (in his edi- 
tion of Douglas's ''Peerage;" Sir H. Nicolas in his 
" Chronology " ; Mr. Chalmers (author of " Caledonia"), 

® Pinkerton's Hist., vol. i. p. 411. ^o i486. 

71 1437-.8, pp. 26, 27, 174, 188. « Scots' Acts, vol. iv. 
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in his "Poetic Remains of the Scottish Kings ;"^* Tytler 
and Hill Burton; and is examined at great length by Rud- 
diman, in his " Notes to Buchanan's History." 

The account of Robert Gray's is divided into two 
periods ; the first beginning at the 14th September, 1436^ 
and ending on the 24th December, 1437 ; and again from 
that date to the 18th July, M38. According to Mr. 
Lindsay's view^ the whole of the first period, and a part 
of the second^ belonged to the reign of James I., whereas 
really only that part which extends from the 14 th of 
September to the 20th of February, 1436 (O.S.), can be 
appropriated to that king. In other words, the relative 
proportions of time given to each king are just reversed ; 
the whole period of twenty-two months being divided by 
Mr. Lindsay into five months to James II. and seventeen 
to James I. ; while it ought to be seventeen months to 
James II. and five only to James I. 

The efiects of this mistake will be more fully seen 
when considering the history of the coinage during the 
reign of James II. 

R. W. Cochran Patrick. 

78 P. 17. 



VIII. 

SASSANIAN COINS. 
(Continiied from p, 69.) 

HOBMAZD I. A.D. 271. 

Numismatists have naturally been anxious to discover 
specimens of the mintages of the fourth monarch of the 
Sassanian line ; some such aspiration seems to have led 
both Dr. Mordtmann and M. de Bartholomsei to attribute 
pieces of contrasted types to that sovereign^ in the assign- 
ment of either of which I am unable to concur. The brief 
and inactive reign of Hormazd I. may reasonably have 
circumscribed his original issues^ and the practice of 
recoining all the accessible money of a deceased king^ on 
each new accession^ would have gone far to condemn his 
restricted monetary records to the contemporary melting- 
pot.* 

Dr. Mordtmann's proposal to transfer the coins published 
bv me in vol. xv. of this Journal ^ from Hormazd II. to 
Hormazd I. may be negatived at short notice ; the coins^ 
more fully described below^ will reassert their own posi- 

1 « Lorsqu'un nonvean roi de Perse montait sor le trone, on 
fondait tonte la monnaie existant dans le tresor royal et on 
refrappait a son effigie.*' — Moses of Ehorene, i. iii. cap. li ; 
Journal Asiatiqne (1866), p. 118. 

2 O.S. (1852) p. 182, Nos. 8-11. Nos. 86, &c., infra, 

VOL. XII. N.S. P 
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tion in the numismatic serial order^ as the undoubted 
produce of the mints of the first-named king. 

The late M. de Bartholomsei was under the impression 
that he had secured an unquestionable specimen of the 
money of Hormazd I. This piece has been figured in the 
unpublished copper-plate engravings^ which are now in 
circulation in yiew to the sale of his collection^ and pre- 
sents so many points of similarity to the acknowledged 
issues of Yarahr&n III.^ that there can be little hesita- 
tion in claiming it for that king. The obverse head 
discloses a tiara but slightly differing in the subordinate 
ornamentation firom the canonical cap and globe of 
Yarahr&n III. ; and the details of the costume and the 
arrangement of the hair and beard are nearly identical 
with the same original. The bar or cheek-plate^ attached 
to the helmet-crown^ so constant in the coins of Sapor I.^ 
and which duly reappears in the portraits of his grand- 
son^ is altogether wanting in the piece in question ; and 
parallel typical objections present themselves with even 
greater force in the attitude of the supporters of the 
altar and the absence of the conventional javelins. 

It must be admitted that there are traces in the engrav- 
ing of the name of Hormazd on the reverse^ but they are 
far too imperfect to be relied upon^ and even if con- 
clusively confirmed, might only serve to establish that the 
coin was an early production of Hormazd II. before he 
had finally fixed upon the typical tiara by which he was 
to be officially recognised. But I would warn my readers 
that they must be prepared to meet with very eccentric 
employments of reverses in this series — a practice which 
descended in due course to the early Arabian conquerors, 
as shown in their imitative Sassanian and their later Kufic 
currencies. 
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Varahran I. A.D. 272 — 275, 

No. 28. PI. III., fig. 1. 

Obv. — ^Head of king, with radiating crown and protective 
cheek-plate ; the snrmonnting glohe is studded 
with triple dotSy and the hair and heard are arranged 
after the most severe archaic style. Monogram 
behind the head ;^.' 

Legend (restored). 

)'C ^m^Q^^ yai^M M^2^ y^i^ y^nM72 ^^ )J^5^3^ 

ur* hfr^r^ uW Mr» tJ^j^ (Jj^J^ t/-^ liTV.*^ 

Ma%ditan Bagi Varahrdn Markdn Marhd Aird% Minitehdtri 
mm Yatddn. 

The Ormazd-worshipper, divine Yarahrin, king of kings of 
Irdn, of divine origin from God.'' 

Other specimens add the Anirdn, or " non- Aryan " 
dominions, i.e. those outside the normal boundaries of 
Ir4n (the APIANON KAI ANAPIANON of Sapor's inscrip- 
tions), which, later in point of time, were conventionally 
contrasted in the new designation of THrdn, thus con- 
stituting the Ir&n and Tdr&n of the Muhammadan writers. 

Bev, — Fire-altar, supported, on the one side, by the figure 
of the king wearing a crown and globe similar to 
the design on the obverse ; and, to the right, by 
a mobed with the ordinary coronet ; both figures 



^ This monogram was identified by De Sacy with the type of 
the Persian Ferohar. Even in its Imear form the likeness may 
still be traced up to the prototype on the AchaBmenian coins 
and bas-reliefs. — See Lajard, pis. i. — iii. 
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are armed with swords and javelins. Monogram 
on the altar ^. 

Legmd (restored). ^3iia2) )A»XMa2 Varahrdn nuwdaii. 

f^j\^yJ {J^j^j^ "Varahrdn'sPire-altar." 

Varahran IL A.D. 276 — 298. 

No. 24. PI. III., fig. 2. 

Obv, — ^Head of the king, with winged tiara and snrmonnting 
globe, in profile, to the front ; behind which is the 
portrait of the qneen, wearing a cap with orna- 
mental lappets, culminating in a boar's head. 
Facing them is the rednced figure of the heir- 
apparent, whose head-piece terminates in the head 
and beak of an eagle (as in Sapor's coin, No. 14). 

Legend (completed-up from other specimens). 

)A)2^)il a ^Xdil i»^X^ Y^y^ )A)2il22 5^ )Jli^S^ 

I£aadi$an Bagi Varahrdn Ma/rhdn Markd Airdn wa Anirdn 
Minitehatri min Tastddn. 

** The Ormazd-worshipper, diyine Yarahr&n, king of kings of 
Ir&n and non Ir&n (extra-national lands), of divine origin from 
God." 

Bev, — ^Fire-altar, supported by duplicate representations of 
the figure of the king lumself with winged tiara 
and globe (as upon the obverse) armed with 
sword and javelin. Monogram ^ (the sun and 
moon in conjunction ; Taurus symbol). 

Legend. 3-Sii2a) )A)XM3a gfjl^y ^\ytjy 

Varahrdn Nuwd^i, " Yarahrdn's Fire-altar." 
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« 

The Armenian historians inform us that the device on 
the royal seal of the Sassanians was a wild boar.* 

No. 25. PI. III., fig. 3. 

Obv. — ^Device as in fig. 2, except that the prince presents a 
diadem. 

Other examples of this coinage complete the Queen's tiara 
with a beautifully executed head of an antelope. 

Legend, imperfect, Mazdisan . . . Varahrdn. 

Eev. — The king and queen worshipping at the Fire-altar. 
The former has his hand raised in the attitude of 
salutation, the latter offers a chaplet. Monogram, 
Ferohar symbol and oo. These triple-stars seem 
to have once constituted a division of the seven 
planets. See Lajard, Culte de Mithra^ Pis. xxxii., 
fig. 11, xlii., fig. 12, liv., fig. 5, Ixix., fig. 16, &c. 

Legend, Varahrdn Nuwdzi, 

No. 26. PI. III., fig. 4. 

Obv. — ^Device as in ^g. 8, but the prince's tiara is orna- 
mented with the crest of a bo^'s head. 

Legend, imperfect, in badly formed letters. 

Rev. — ^As in fig. 8. 

Legend, obscure. 

No. 27. PI. III., fig. 5.« 

Obv. — Profiles of the king and his son. 

Legend, imperfect, traces of Mazdisan. . . . Varahrdn. 

Rev. — ^The king with a mobed, armed with swords and jave- 
lins, protecting the Fire-altar, as in the coin of 
Varahrdn I., PL III., fig. 1. 

* '* Le Sceau de Perse consistait en un anneau portant gravee 
I'effigie d'un sanglier * varaz.* " — Jour. Asiatique (1866), pp. 
118, 221 ; Authorities quoted : Moyse de Kaghankatouts, 1. ii. 
c. i. ; Faustus de Byzance, cap. liii. See also De Sacy, 189, 
and Bar-HebrsBUS Ghron. Syr., pp. 99 et seq. One of Ehusrii 
Parviz's seals of state ** avait pour effigie une tete de pore." 
— Mas'audi, ii. p. 280. 

^ See also Mr. Basires* engraving of the same coin, Num. 
Chron., vol. xv. o.s., pi. p. 180, fig. 6. 
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No. 28. Fig. 4. Plate (p. 180), Num. Chron. xv. o.s. 
Unique coin. Brit. Mus. 

Obv. — ^Profiles of the king and queen ; the latter has a 
curiously embroidered cap, witiiout any apparent 
crest. The border ornament of the head-dress is 
identical with the scroll pattern in use on the Indo- 
Parthian coins lately described in this Journal.^' 

Legend, imperfect, the latter portion expressed in ill-defined 
illegible letters. 

Rev, — The king and a mobed supporting the Fire- altar, as 
in the last coin (PI. m., fig. 5). Monogram, a 
group of three dots, or planets. 

Legend, undecipherable. 

No. 29. Fig. 6. Plate (p. 180), Num. Chron. xv. o.s. 

Obv» — ^Device as in fig. 2, PI. m. 
Legend, transcribed in Hebrew characters. 

7WT»3« 1 ]Mn^« MDID IM^ID 7Mnmi ^» p>-rTi3 

Mazdisati Bagi ^arahrdn Markdn Markd Air an wa Anirdn. 

Rev. — Fire-altar, supported by the king and a mobed, as in 
PI. II., fig. 6. Monogram on side of the altar rf|. 

Legend, T^m^ "^ih n ninS 
Atur zi ladi \kad%\ Varahrdn. 
"Fire of King Varahran." 

I have ventured to propose the emendation of the more 
obvious reading of the letter I /, in Ladi, and the sub- 
stitution of ? or k, mainly upon the question of sense. 
Ladi, as far as I am aware, has no appropriate meaning 
in this place, and the alternative, Rati, is inadmissible, 
because we have on this same coin, properly formed Vs, 
(R's) in the reverse legend. 

The word answering alike for Ood and King, Kadi, 

^ Num. Chron. n.s., x. 144. 
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retained more especially in the eastern division of the 
Sassanian dominions^ does not occur on the coins until 
the time of Yesdegird II. (a.d. 438 — 457) ; but it is con- 
stant on the abundant money of his successor^ Firoz^ as 
the sole titular prefix. The title^ however^ must have had 
a very early currency^ as we find the *' Book of Kings '' 
designated as the Khudd Ndmah, in preference to our 
later term of the Shdh Ndmah ;^ and its special appli- 
cation in the eastern provinces is proved by the retention 
of the term^ in association with the government of Khor&- 
s&n, by Khusrd Parviz, who made use of a special seal 
for that section of his kingdom^ inscribed with the words 
Khordsdn Khudd, 1 need not add^ that if the above inter- 
pretation holds good^ it for ever puts an end to the idea of 
Nuwdzi referring to anything but the Fire-altar itself; 
though I do not wish to anticipate the more complete 
evidence which the coins themselves will yet afford towards 
demolishing Dr. Mordtmann's ideal ^' song of praise.^/ 

Yarahran III. Seg&n Sh&h.^ a.d. 292. 

No. 80. PL III., fig. 6. 

(The same coin was engraved by Mr. Basire in the Nmn- 
Chron., vol. xv., fig. 8.) 

7 See Mas'aadi,^ii. 228, 287 ; M. Mohl, Preface to Shah Namah, 
p. X.; Journal Asiatique, 1869, p. 227; J..B. A. S., iii. n.s., 
pp. 84-5 ; Fox Talbot. << Malka " often means a god in Phoeni- 
cian (see also my <* Sassanian Inscriptions," p. 44, and J. B. A.S. 
N.S., iii. 284; Hamza Isfahani, ** Kad'' Sedjan Shah, p. 87; 
Ibn Ehordadbah; J. Asiatiqne, 1865, p. 40; << Ehotlan 
Khuda," " Bukhara Khuda," &c.). 

^ Seyav 8k aaa cttckX^^, oifK dxrcuoc, oT/itu, ovSe aifrbfLarm^ 
t$ov^ riv6s naXxuo^ fierturxuv Kal irarpCav. ol yap Tiay ncpo-wv 
/3ao-(Xctc, /C.T.X. 

circiSiy ow koX to tOv J^€y€arayi»y tOyoi Ovapapdv^ rf rov3c 
varpi eSeSovXctfro, ef Kora>s cKpa 6 irais X^yavtrna kwitivofJMaTO' SvvaTOt 
yap rovro rp 'EXX^vtuv 0(i>i^ Scycorai/WK /SocriXcvs. — ^Agathias, 
iv. 25. 
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Ohv. — Head of king, with a torreted crown, globe studded 
with triple dots, &c. ; flowing hair, and closely 
oorled beard, terminating in a pendant jewel. 

Legend (imperfect). 

Ma§dUan Bagi Varahrdn . • Marhdn Mmkchatri min Ttuddn, 

Rev. — ^Fire-altar, supported by the king, with his appropriate 
tiara, holding his sword upright, and a mobed 
with the ordinary crown, with his sword (baton) 
inclined towards the flames. 

Legend, obscure. 

[Fig. 7 of Plate III. is erroneously placed. It will be 
noticed in due course hereafter.] 

Narsbs. a.d. 292 — 301. 

No. 31. PI. III., fig. 8. 

Obv. — Head of king, with curiously devised tiara, the lower 
band following the design of the crown of his 
predecessor, but ornamented with bold foliated 
branches, projecting from four different points in 
the circlet. The arrangement of the hair reverts 
to the earlier classical form, while the short beard 
retains the jewelled pendant of the later monarchs. 

Legend (restored from better specimens). 
^S^ )^ ^at^fiSl-^ ^^^ ^V^ ^^*^' ^^ PiJ-^-^ 

J^'^H ^ ^jrT^ M!r* u^j^ Lr«-y \J-! cr-i*^ 

MoMdiion Bagi Nareahi Markdn MarM Miniiehairi min Tatddn. 

Bev, — ^Fire-altar, supported by the king, with his appro- 
priate tiara and drawn sword, with the usual 
attendant mobed, who seems to be taking a more 
direct part in the ministering at the altar. Mono- 
grams, Ferohar and Taurus symbol. 
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Legend (restored). 33ii22) 3iill2) = ^jj\^^ ^j^y 

The Fire-altar of Narses. 

No. 32. Pr. III., fig. 9. Similar coin. 

No. 33. PI. III., fig. 10. Similar coin. 

There is only a single inscription and bas-relief of 
Narses at present known, that sculptured on the rocks 
at Sh&hpiir. Narses is represented as a comely youth 
with a light moustache and incipient beard, which, how- 
ever, is tied determinedly towards the point, after the 
fashion affected by Sapor I. The hair is curled in full 
and smooth ringlets. His dress, like that of the associate 
figure of Ormazd, is unusually simple. He wears a 
coronet with sharp spikes, closer set than the more cum- 
brous rays employed by Varahr&n I.; the authorised 
balloon crest and floating fillets complete the picture. 

Narses appears from the arrangement of the bas-relief, 
to be in the act of receiving his investiture as a king from 
the hands of Ormazd. The inscription is brief, and 
merely to the usual effect of notifying the style and titles 
of the new king ; there is, however, this peculiarity attach- 
ing to it, that it declares Narses to have been the son of 
Sapor and grandson of Ardeshir, whereas he is ordinarily 
held to have been the son of Yarahr&n II. The omission 
of his less exalted predecessors may, however, have beeu 
intentional.^ 

HOBMAZD II. A.D. 301—309. 

No. 84 PI. IIL, fig. 11. 

Obv. — ^King's head with winged crown, surmounted by the 
head of an eagle holding a pendant pearl in his 



« See Morier'B " Travels in Persia '' (1812), pi. xxix. pp. 87, 
867 ; Flandin, pis. 45, 52, text, vol. ii. p. 270 ; and my " Sas- 
sanian Inscriptions," p. 102. 

VOL. XII. N.s. Q 
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beak, above wbicb appears the ordinary globe 
studded with dots. The hair is arranged in flow- 
ing curls, and the carefully dressed beard terminates 
in a large jewel. 

Legmd (imperfect). 

Rev, — Fire-altar with the head of Ormazd issuing from 
the flames ; the King and mobed fiice the altar 
with swords at guard. 

Hormasd's Fire-altar. 

No. 85. PL III., fig. 12. A similar coin, yarying slightly 
in the reverse. 

Na 36. Num. Chron., vol. xv., p. 180, fig. 8.i» Gold. 
Weight, 111 gr. Unique, 

Obv. — ^King's head to the right, with the details sufficiently 
in unison with, but possibly supplying an earlier 
portrait than the ordinary Western coins. The 
crest is formed of a lion's head and flowing mane, 
as in the classical representations of Hercules, 
above which rises a lai^e, boldly-developed flower 
(possibly intended to convey the idea of flames), 
in lieu of the conventional globe, from which de- 
pend the flowing Sassanian fillets. 

Legend, toVo ]fcObl3 ]«aJ'OHab ^TtOnmH >3n p>TTO 

Masdistm Bagi Aukarmasi Labdkushan MalkdnMaUsd, 

« The Oimazd worshipper, divine Honnazd, the lion- 
slaying ' King of Kings.* " 

Ret, — ^The ordinaiy Fire-altar, differing only in the breadth 
of the ornamental Sassanian ribbons, supported, 

10 Reproduced in stamped &c-simile in Dr. Mordtmann'a, 
pi. vi. fig. 5, Zeiischnft* The author, as I have already 
remarked, desires to alter the attribution proposed by me, and 
to assign the piece to Hormazd I. (p. 87). He likewiae refuses 
to accept the leading of *' lion-skying,*' and adheres to ** Bag (i) 
Rnchan/* See also Zeiisckrify (1865), p. 423. 
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on the one side, by the king habited as on the 
obverse, and on the other, by the figure of 
Ormazd himself (who is known by the rayed 
crown and the heavy baton or sceptre), and who 
extends the characteristic diadem of the Sassa- 
nians towards the young king.^^ 

Legend, to the right, '^33 P'^lttt Mazdisan Bagi 

above the altar ; '*lta*in')M Auharmazdi 

do. "^obD MaUci 

to the left, 7«a#1DWnb Labc^cushdn 

below the altar, M^btt ^MSbD Malkdn Malkd 

The translation here given of lion-slaying not only 
accords with the requirements of the typical representa- 
tion^ but commends itself in the fact that the device of 
the king killing a lion formed the special royal device 
of the Achaemenians^ from whom the Sassanians affected 
to have descended. 

No. 87. PL, p. 180, vol. xv., Num. Chron., o.s., fig. 
II. Copper. 

Obv. — ^Head of king, with lion-skin as in the last coin. 
Legend, M^btt tt?1D«nb •^TTDinW 
Auharmazdi Labdkush Malkd. 

Rev, — ^The Indian divinity Siva, with his special Vdhana 
or " Vehicle." the BuU Nandi.^^ 



1^ Ormazd is represented under exactly the same guise in 
the sculptures of Tak-i-Bostan (Eer Porter, pi. xxiii., Flandin, 
pi. xiv.), and many of the details of his personal and other 
attributes are preserved in the sculptures at Naksh-i-Bustam, 
where his identity is clearly established by the Greek inscrip- 
tion on his horse of TOYTO TO HPOSOHON AIOS 0EOY. 

^^ See Wilson's ** Ariana Antiqua," p. 850, pis. x. 5-21, xi. 
1-9, xiv. 12-17, xxi. 17 ; Prinsep's " Indian Antiquities," pis. 
xxii. 2, 4, 6, 6. In speaking of these and cognate classes of 
coins. Professor Wilson remarks : — ** Although the introduc- 
tion of the Fire-altar intimates the recognition of the worship 
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No. 38. PL^ p. 180^ ToL zt«. Num. Chnm.^ fig. 9. 
SmaU copper omn. 

Obv. — ^Head as above. 

L§g€nd, KdVo m pn m H 

Auharmazdi MaUcd. 

An^.^-Tlie king with a second figure, making offerings at a 
small altar, o^ the t^ pecnlbr to the Indcf- 
Scythian kings of Bactria, Ac." 

No Legend. 

No. 39. PL, p. 180, Num. Chron., toL xt., fig. 10. 
Small copper coin. 
Obv. — As above. 

R$9. — ^A large Fire-altar oecnpying the entire field. Pehlvi 

letters ^t^ift 8%n%> 

Better specimens in the collections of Lady Sale and 
Col. W. Anderson give the legend as ^j>3^ H*t*^* Stan^ 

desti, or preferably 3^JBii3 |ji^m». Sidn-rdstu '' Taber- 
nacle of truth/' 

Such a rendering would accord with an elevated tone 
c^ faith and reverence for the ostensible symbol of wor- 
ship beyond what we might be prepared to expect ; but 
the Stdn {Istdn) " place/' kc. (the Sanskrit Sthdna from 
shthd, ''to stand/' Zend ^tdna)y^* is clear and obvious ; 

of fire, yet the presence of the trisnla or trident is an indica- 
tion of the concurrent worship of Siva . . . These evidences 
of Saiva worship are corroborated by the types on the reverses. 
The most frequent is a figure of Siva . . ., and which is some- 
times, what it probably aJways should be, of an androg3mous 
outline, the figure being that of Siva and his spouse in their 
composite character of Arrdha ndriswara, Siva half-feminine." 

^ Ariana Antiqua ; Kadphises series, pi. x. ; Eanerki, pis. 
xi. xii. xiii. xiv. ; Prinsep*8 Essays, pi. vii. figs. 7-10 ; xxii. 
figs. 4» 5, 6 ; J. A. S. Bengal, vol. iii. pi. xxv. ; vol. iv. pi. 
xxxviii. 

^^ The use of the Pehlvi word in this sense is very frequent 
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and the associate Rdsti is the prevalent word for '^ truth/^ 
which will be seen to figure as a constant adjunct to the 
Fire-altar in later reigns. 

No. 40. Small copper coin, unpublished, in the Stacy 
Collection^ Museum of the Asiatic Society of Bengal. 

Ohv, — ^As above. 

Legend, bobtt '^•manmM Auharmazdi Malkd. 

Rev. — Medium sized Fire-altar, from which rises the figare 
of Ormazdy holding a spear in the one hand, and 
a Sassanian diadem in the other. 

Legend f WT\yD MHDKIH Avasta Murta, << Image of Avesta/' 
i.e. of Ormazd.(?) 

The uprisings half-length of Ormazd is of itself sugges- 
tive of the interpretation of Murtd, though the Sassanian 
u and the r are convertible^ and the final d unusual ; but 
the vernaculars of the Sanskrit Murtti (from Murtta) 
range over various pronunciations of the oft-recurring term 
for ''statue^ idol^ image ;^' for instance^ Murat, Muratiy 
Murtij and MUrt, &c. The rendering of Avesta may be 
more open to criticism^ but the Pehlvi letters ii^jsiixii 
Audsid are distinct^ though their exact phonetic rendering 
may present di£Giculties. The true orthography and deriva* 
tion of the word Avesta are still open questions. Spiegel 
gives the term as *lHrD&H ;^^ Haug, as ajiMj^^ " Avas^ 
tdk;*'^^ but the latter is anything but clear about the 
primary meaning, which should serve to check the later 
corrupt versions. 

The exceptional Sassanian devices just described^ point. 



on gems and seals. See Stan Atiiri *' Place of Fire," J. B. A. S. 
xiii. 419, fig. 21 ; and Lajard, Oulte de Mithra, pi. xlvi., fig. 11 ; 
Mordtmann, Gem. No. 26. 

16 « The Traditional Literature of the Parsis/' Vienna, 1860, 
p. 868. 

^^ An old Pahlavi Pazand Glossary, p. 78. 
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with sufficient clearness^ to associations with the dominions 
of the contemporary kings of the East, the successors of 
the Bactrian and Indo-Scythic dynasties ^^ with whom 
Hormazd II. is known to have had intimate relationship 
by marriage, which fact may have led him to adopt, in 
a complimentary sense, their religious emblems, or other- 
wise, in virtue of cession or conquest, he may have 
aflfected the display of the local types as indicative of 
extended boundaries. 

As the history of these national and religious emblems 
is full of interest, I may be permitted momentarily to 
glance at their growth and development in illustration of 
our present inquiry. 

It would seem as if half the gods of Asia had sought 
refuge in Ariana, and formed a new Olympus, where the 
representatives of the Mythologies of many nations con- 
sented to republican equality ; at least the coins of the 
Kanerki, at or about the commencement of our era, 
disclose the typical figures of the Vedic Theogony with 
the contrasted forms of the ancient Persian nature-wor- 
ship,^^ modified by Mithraic influences, in concurrent 
acceptance with the more recent developments of Brah- 
manic image- worship and the representations of Buddha, 
Sdkya Muni. 



^^ There are other points of identity in the corresponding 
Indo-Scythian coinageB of the post-Greek period — ^for instance, 
some of the coins of the type figured as fig. 17, PI. ziv. aa., 
exhibit the eagle's-beak crest, fig. 16 has the surmounting 
flame noticed above in coin No. 86, and a new coin of Col. 
Guthrie's (like aa. xiv. '17) contributes a well-defined tiger's 
head, the prototype of the Indo-Sassanian head-pieces engraved 
in A.A. xvii. 8, xxi. 22, and finally the Indo-Scythian pieces 
themselves are simultaneously affected by Sassanian influences. 

^ Herodotus I. 181, iii. 8. Strabo XY. iii. 18. Agathias 
ii. 24. See also Sir H. Bawlinson, J.BA.S., xv. 247. 
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The Greeks in their Eastern conquests carried with 
them their system of emblazoning the coinage with the 
forms of their divinities^ and Bactria and its contiguous 
provinces retained^ after the decadence of Greek letters^ 
the prevailing custom thus introduced^ so that we may 
be quite prepared to find the ignorant Indo-Scythians 
receiving, with but little scruple^ the deities old or new 
which were in favour with the strangely mixed races^ who 
had found resting-places on or near these main highways 
of Central Asia. 

The following is a tabular outline of some of the more 
prominent objects of worship figured on the coins of the 
period : — 



VedioGoda. 



1. VAYU, OAAO. 

5drf"wiiid."(Ari- 
ana Antiqua, PI. 
xii. 19, &o.) 

2. A G N I, (OPA) 
AFNO {Fire) 

3. SITBTA, the Sun, 
rayed female figure, 

HAI02 (a. a. zi. 
15, 16) 



4. MITBA {mihira), 
female figoie 
MIlPO (a. a. xii. 
16, xiv. 2) 



FonianGods. 



1. FIRBjAGPO (two 
varietiefi, aa. xii. 6, 
7, 16, and xiv. 7) 

2. Ditto (three forms) 
«APO 

3. l^anaia (Tanaia) 
NANAIA 



4. Mithra, male 
figure, MiePO(AA. 
xiii. 6, 9) 

5. Mao (The Moon, 
female] MAO 

6. Dens Lnnns (male) 
MANAO BArO 
(Maonh Baga, 
"Moon God") 



Biahmanloal Gods. 



1. UGBA (Siva) 
OKPO 



2. PARVATI (the 

wife of Siva) 

APAOKPO 
3.Kum^btbK0MAP0 



4. Skanda CKANAO 



5. ViBiikha BIZArO 
(aa. xiy. 11) 



Buddha. 



SUDDS A. 



Seated figare(J. A.S. 

Bengal, 1845, PI. 

ii. fig. 6). 
OM AAO BOA 

GAMANA. 
Om ! Adi Buddha 

Sramana. 
Standing figure (aa. 

xiii. 1, 2, 3). 



Most of these identifications have been sanctioned by 
O. Miiller, Prinsep^ Lassen^ and Wilson. Those which are 
new I will reserve for future comment. 

E. Thomas. 



IX. 



AN ACCOUNT OP A HOARD OF COINS FOUND AT 

EPHESUS. 

At the beginning of last jesr, as Mr. J. T. Wood was 
carrying on his excavations at Ephesus^ in search of the 
site of the Temple of Diana^ he came upon an earthen- 
ware pot^ at a distance of about four feet below the sur* 
face^ containing 2^231 silver coins and 15 lumps of silver^ 
weighing in all 17 lbs. 4 oz. 368 grs. Mr. Wood thinks 
that the spot where the hoard was found is a portion 
of the cemetery of the church of St. John. 

This hoard comprises specimens of the coinage of 
many of the nations of Europe^ which were^ during the 
thirteenth and fourteenth centuries^ mixed up with the 
affairs of the East. It consists of coins of Naples, Rhodes, 
the Seljuk Emeers, Venice, Genoa, and the Papal States. 
The whole hoard embraces a period of about eighty years, 
so that the coins of which it consists must all have been 
current at one time. The earliest date which can be 
assigned to any of the coins is 1285 ; these were struck by 
Charles II. of Naples ; the latest may be placed not after 
1865, these being struck by Roger de Pins, Orand Master 
of Rhodes. From this it may be concluded that the 
hoard must have been buried not later than the year 
1870, if not even earlier. 
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The existence of saelk a variety of eoms of different 
countries can be easily aecomitefd for. Asia Minof was^ 
during the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries^ the scene 
of the struggle of nieaiflj every European^ powef, but more 
especially of thosBe nations which have just been men- 
tioned. On account of the purity of the metal of the 
coins of Kaples^ they were current not only all over 
southern Europe^ but also in Asia Minor. The Elnights 
of Rhodes were at that period in continual war&f e against 
the infidels^ and more especially against the Ottoman 
empire^ which was fast extending itself over the whole of 
Asia Minor^ and which had already made frequent attacks 
upon the islands in the Arehipelago and on the Byzantine 
empire. The Venetians not only earried on a large trade 
with the inhabitants of Asia Minor^ but had held for some 
time several islands of the Archipelago^ of which the most 
important were Chios^ Lemnos^ Skyros^ and Lesbos. The 
Genoese succeeded the Venetians in the possession of the 
island of Chios^ and^ with them^ were engaged in frequent 
attacks upon the Greeks, and also on the Seljuks. The 
coins of the Papal States could easily have found their 
way into Asia Minor with the vessels of the Italians 
which joined the Genoese and Venetians. As Ephesus 
and Magnesia were situate ia the empire of the Seljuks^ 
no expliudation is necessary for the discovery of ccnns of 
that people in the locality where the hoard was found. 

For what use these lumps of silver were intended it is 
impossible to say ; but from their shape it is quite evident 
that they had been melted down in crucibles^ and were 
possiUy for the puifpose of cdbodng money. 

The eoins of Naples in this hoard are called gigliati. 
This iMtme signifies 'Milied'^ and is derived from the 
fl(»eated cross and fleurs-de-lis in the four quarters on the 
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rerene of the ooini. Those of Rhodes received the name 
of aspri, a term which will be afterwards explained. 

A list of the coins is first giren, with their number and 
the particular countries and rulers to which they belong, 
after which each class is treated of in detail. 

Naples (1462 coins)— 7 of Charles 11., 1442 of Boberi I., and 
18 of Louis and Johamia. 

Rhodes (746 coins)— 148 of Elion de Yilleneuye, 96 of Deodato 
de Gozon, 110 of Pietro Cornillano, and 891 of Roger 
de Pins. 

&EUTJEB (14 coins) — 18 Theologi of Ephesus, and 1 of Mag- 
nesia. 

Genoa (1 coin) — ^A coin sixuck in the island of Chios during tiie 
time ot the Maona of the Justiniani. 

Papal States (1 coin) — ^A giulio of John XXII. 

Yenige (1 coin) — A matapan of Francis Dandolo. 

Seven yarious blundered and unascertained coins. 

NAPLES. 
Charles II. 
1286—1309. 
Charles 11.^ suruamed the Boiteux, was the son of 
Charles I. of Anjou^ King of Naples^ and grandson of 
Louis YIII. of France and Blanche of Castille. He 
was bom in the year 1248. In 1284^ when his father 
was engaged in a war against Sicily^ he was left in 
charge of the kingdom. During this absence of Charles I.^ 
Roger de Loria attacked Naples and took the young 
regent prisoner^ and conveyed him to Mattagrifone^ 
Here the captive remained till after the death of his 
father^ which happened in the following year^ when^ by 
the intervention of Edward I. of England and the Pope 
Nicolas IV.^ he was released^ and^ after being crowned at 
Rome^ returned to Naples. Immediately after his return^ 



HOARD OF CX)INS FOUND AT EPHE8US. 123 

Charles invaded Sicily^ which had been taken from his 
father^ and endeavoured to drive the Sicilians from Cala<- 
bria ; but in neither attempt did he succeed. 

Charles married Maria^ the only daughter of Ladislas, 
King of Hungary. When Ladislas died^ the Hungarians 
asked for Charles Martel^ the eldest son of Charles and 
Maria^ as their king. Owing to the claims of the Duke 
of Andre, some time, however, elapsed before Charles 
was crowned. In 1302 Charles II. gave his daughter, 
Eleonora, in marriage to Frederic, King of Sicily, who 
had successfully resisted the attempts of James of Aragon 
and Charles of Valois to drive him from his throne. 
Charles had nine sons and five daughters, the latter being 
married to nearly all the principal sovereigns of Europe. 
His eldest son, Charles Martel, King of Hungary, died in 
1295, and was succeeded by his grandson Charobert. His 
second son, Louis, having gone into holy orders^ Charles, 
upon his death, which took place in 1309, was succeeded 
by his third son, Bobert. 

A list is appended of the coins of this monarch which 
were in the hoard. There are only three varieties, and 
these of very little importance, the difference being in the 
spelling of the second word of the legend on the obverse, 
and in the word ffT on the obverse of No. 3. 

On the obverse of these coins is a seated figure of the 
king crowned, and having long hair ; in his right hand is 
a sceptre, and in his left hand an orb ; on his breast a 
quatrefoil, and on each side of his chair a lion, with the 
legend, '^Carolus Secundus Dei Gratia Hierosolymse et 
Sicilise Bex.'' 

On the reverse is a cross floreated, as on the money of 
France in the time-of Louis YIII., with a fleur-de-lis in 
each quarter. The legend, which is " Honor. Begis Judi* 
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cium Diligit/' is taken from the 98tli Psalm. The coins 

of this king very doselj resemble those struck by his^ 

father^ Charles of Anjon, when senator of Rome. 

1 1. Obv.-^^ K[SE]OL' . SaD' . Dai . 6EX . I€CRL' ffT 
SICIIL*. BSX. King seated front, crowned, hold- 
ing sceptre in right hand and orb in left ; quatrefoil 
on breast ; on either side of seat a lion. 

ifev.— * V>nOR . RGC6IS . lUDICriU . DILIGIT. 
Floreated cross, with flenr-de-lis in each quarter. 
M -96. PL IV. No. 1. 

2. Ohv,—^ K[7^E]0L' . S[(ID]' . DeCI . 6BS . MBL' . eCT . 
SldlL . EffX. Type same. 

Mev,- 4a V>nOE . E«€;iS . lUDiaiU . DILIGIT. Type 
same. M 1* 

8. 05v,— *K[SE]OL' Sa . Dttl . 6EX . IffEL' . GC . SlttlL. 
E6CX. Type same. 

Bev.—^ YlOnOB. . EffGIS . lUDIttlU . DILIGIT. Type 
same. jR 1. 

Robert J. 

1809—1848. 
Robertas accession to the crown of Naples was ratified 
by the PopCj from whom he received marked favours by 
being released from the heavy debts due to the Holy See 
from his father^ and by being appointed Vicar of Ferrara 
and Romagua. Nearly all the towns of Tuscany placed 
themselves immediately under the protection of Robert, 
in order that they might the better resist the attacks of 
Henry VII., Emperor of Germany. This alliance was the 
cause of a long struggle between Henry and Robert, which 
lasted many years, but during the whole of which period 
the troops of both kings were never engaged in the open 
field. Robert, knowing how useless it would be for him 
to attack such a powerful enemy in open battle, sought to 
weaken Henry's power by arousing the animosity of other 

^ Letters between brackets are joined nponthe coins. 
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princes against him^ and this he accomplished with so 
much ingaiuity that Henry on no occasion was able to 
invade the territories of Naples. Henry died in 1313> 
and Robert^ being released from all fears of an invasion^ 
turned his attention to the conquest of Sicily, which he 
could not do so long as the Emperor of Germany re- 
mained in Italy. This expedition proved unsuccessful ; 
for Robert^ landing at Oastellamare^ began by besieging 
Trefani, where he lost half his army and the greater 
portion of his fleet. He was in consequence compelled 
to make a dishonourable treaty with Frederic^ King of 
Sicily^ and return to Naples. 

The rivalry which existed at that time between Louis 
of Bavaria and Frederic of Austria supplied Bobert with 
the means of increasing his power. In 1318 he took 
Genoa^ and in the following year was attacked in that 
place by the Lombards^ at the head of whom were the 
Viscount de Scala and Boracassi. After a short struggle 
Robert compelled them to raise the siege ; but, instead of 
following up his success himself, he retired to Avignon, 
committing the command of his troops to Raimond de 
Cordova, who was shorUy afterwards defeated and taken 
prisoner. Robert then n^umed to Naples, and in 1324 
sent an expedition against Sicily, under the command of 
his son Charles, Duke of Calabria. This prince landed 
at Palermo, and laid waste the whole of that district, 
but he could effect nothing more. In 1325, Florence 
having surrendered to Robert, he sent his son, the Duke 
of Calabria, to stop the invasion of Louis of Bavaria, 
who, having freed himself from his old rival, was preparing 
to invade Italy. The Duke of Calabria, fearing to attack 
Louis, retired into Tuscany, where he died in 1328. 
His only son being now dead, and not wishing that the 
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crown of Naples sboald go from his family, Bobert gave hia 
grand-daughter Johanna in marriage to Andr£, the son of 
the King of Hungary. This marriage, in itself so politic, 
was the canse of all the troubles of Johanna. For, although 
Tcry young, Jcdianna hated her husband, whoae disposition 
was entirely the opposite of hers. Bobert, seeing discord 
increasing daily between them, was taking measures to 
protect his grand-daughter, whom he had appointed his 
successor, when he died, haying reigned thirty-four years. 
His death took place in 1343. Robert was considered 
the wisest monarch of lus age, being celebrated for lus 
learning, his strong sense of justice, and the ability which 
he had shown in keeping his kingdom free from invasion. 

Some of the coins of Bobert resemble in type those of 
his father. There are, however, several varieties, viz., 
on one coin is a ^fleur-de-lis to left of seated figure of 
king, on another an acorn downwards. In the inscription 
of one of these coins, instead of the Latin word Bex, we 
find the French word Boi, and on another G. M. B. 
letters which occur on the coins of the Grand Master of 
Rhodes. There are also many blundered coins, of which 
a few specimens are given in the subjoined list. 

Another type of this monarch has the obverse the same ; 
but on the reverse is the usual floreated cross in the field, 
with the following legend around the edge, *' Comes 
Provinci» et Forcalquerii,'' referring to the possessions 
of Bobert in France. 

1. OJtf.— * EOBffET . Dai . GKR . IffBL' . €CT . SlttlL' 
BSX. King crowned, seated ffont, holding sceptre 
in right hand and orb in left ; qnatrefoil on breast ; 
on each side of seat a lion. 

Bev.—^ nOnOB . B€[6IS . lUDIOIU . BILIGIT. Flo- 
reated cross, with fleur-de-lis in each quarter. 
M 1*05. 
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2. OU.—^ EOBOT . Dffl . 6E75 . lEEL' . ffT . SiaiLM . 

B6CX. Type same. 

.Bet;.—* !|OnOR . RGC6IS . lUDIOIU . DILI6IT. Type 
same. Si 1. 

3. 06v.— * EOBffETUS . Dai . 6ES . MEL . eCT . SlttlL . 

ESX. Type same, but to left of seated figure a 
fleur-de-lis. 

Rev.—^ I2OROE . EGCGIS . lUDIOIU . DILI6IT. Type 
same. ^*95. 

4. Same, but to left of seated figure an acorn turned downwards. 

^•96. 

6. Ohv.—^ EOBGCE GESai I[8:E]L ET aittl EX. Type 
same as No. 1. 

Rev.—^ l20nOEa6I8 lUDiaiU DILa. Type same. 
^1-06. 

6. 06t;.— * EOBffET D€[I 6E[€[E] GCEL ET Sltt EOI X 

Type same'. 

iiev.— * rionoE Ea • 6S lUDiau d • l' • ght la. 

Type same. M 1. 

7. 06t;.— * . EOB[e[E]T DGCI 6E I[Q:E] ffT BHtt . . I X . 

Type same. 

ijev.— * llOnOE aai8 lUDian Dllia. Type same. 
iRl'06. 

8. 06t;.— EOBGCETUS . DeCI . 6ES . MEL' ffT SttlL . EffX. 

Type same. 

Rev.—^ !|OnOE . EGCGIS . lUBMIU . DILI6IT. Type 
same. M 1*05. 

9. Ohv. — ^ EOBttET : DEI : GESai : 65X1 : E : X. Type 

same. 

Bev.—^ riOnOE EaeiS IUDMUI BITG. Type same. 

10. 0^.—* EOBeCET' . DeCI , 6ES* . MEL' GCT SMIL'. 

EGCX. Type same. 

iiew.— 4. : tiOnOE : ECCGIS : lUDIttlU . DILI6IT. Type 
same. M 1*05. 

11. Olw.— * : EOB[€[E]T : DeCI : 6ES : GCT . ttM : EGCX : 

Type same. 

Rev.—^ I^OnOE E€[6I8 UiaiDIU BGIT. Type same. 
M 1*05. 
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12. 06v.— 4i BOBOBT DOI 6BX IQOL lOBB X. Typo 

Bame. 

Bev.^^ l{OnOB BaeiB . Rl . DlCnU mH, Type same 
M 1*05. 

13. 05v.— 4r BOB€BT . DCCI 6BS IllB : CTT : SIGtlL . B€LX. 

Type same. 

Bev.—^ aOMCES : FYinOIGC . CCT . FOBaXLOaBH. 
Type aaifte^ jR 1*0&. PL IV. No. 2. 

14. O&v.—i !■ BOBOT : JMl 6B7C II2B : ST • SIOIL : B€[X. 

Type same. 

Itev.—^ aOMeU3 : PVIROia : «T FOBaXLQGCBn. 
Type same. M 1. 

15. Od;.— » BOBCCBT . JML . 6BX . It{B . €[ . SldL . B€LK. 

Type same. 

J2ci;.— * aoMera p . vinaa . ar . FOBa[SL]QEBi. 

Type same. M 1*09. 

16. Ofttr.—Hh BOBSBT . BCCI : 6BX : It^B : GCT SiaL : BOX. 

Type same. 

Bev.—* aOMOB . PUinOia : ST FOBaT^LQCCBn. 
Type same. M 1*05. 

17. O&v.— ifi BOBSBT' • D€[1 . 6BX : It^B : ST : SIOIL : 

B6CX. Type same. 

Bev.—f^ aOMeCS : PUinaiGC : ST : FOBaSLQCCBn. 
Type same. jB 1. 

18. 0&U.— 4i BOBeCBT . Dl . 6BX . I€[BL • ST SIOL BOX. 

Type same. 

Reu.—^ oomecs . puinaia clt . FOBasLQccBu. 

Type same, M 1*05. 



JOKAIVMA A.RD LoiJIf. 

1852.^1862. 

Johanna^ soon after her accession^ joined in a conspiracy 
for the murder of her hated husband, Audrey who was 
accordingly assassinated at the Convent of Avenna, in 
1345. She then married Louis of Tarentum, her former 
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paramour, and one of her husband^s assassins. Louis, 
King of Hungary, and brother of Andre, determined to 
revenge his brother^s death, and for that purpose raised 
an army, and in 1347 invaded the kingdom of Naples. 
At the approach of the Hungarians the army of Louis of 
Tarentum was broken up, and Johanna, being thus deserted 
by her own supporters, quitted Naples for Provence, where 
she was soon followed by her husband. Even here 
she could not find an asylum, for the barons revolting, 
seized her and placed her in confinement, from which she 
was released by the interference of the Pope Clement VI., 
to whom she had abandoned for that purpose the sovereignty 
of Avignon. In the meanwhile, Louis of Hungary had 
accomplished the conquest of Naples, and had treated the 
inhabitants with great cruelty, by this means revenging 
to the utmost the death of his brother. Italy at that 
time being visited by a severe plague, Louis returned to 
Hungary, leaving nearly the whole of his army behind 
him. Johanna, at the request of her old subjects, now 
came back to Naples, and Louis, her husband, attempted 
to drive out the Germans and Hungarians, who still 
ravaged the whole kingdom. This soon caused Louis of 
Hungary to return at the head of more troops; but 
having wasted too much time in the siege of Aversa, and 
wishing to put an end to the war, he granted a truce to 
Johanna, upon the condition that she allowed herself to 
be tried for the murder of her husband. To this she con- 
sented, and was pronounced not guilty by her judges. 
Johanna, after her return to Naples, gave herself up to 
all kinds of pleasure, which caused much strife between 
her and her husband. 

Louis died in 1862, and Johanna then married James 
of Aragon, who claimed the crown of Majorca. During 
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the whole of the time of their union James was engaged 
in attempts to recover Majorca ; but he died in 1375 with- 
out accomplishing his object. Johanna then married 
Otho of Brunswick, who died two years afterwards. 
Having no children living by any one of her four husbands, 
Johanna appointed as her successor, Charles of Duras, 
who had married her niece. Marguerite of Duras. In 
spite of this mark of favour, Charles hated Johanna; and, 
after first obtaining the consent of Pope Urban VI., whom 
the queen had made her enemy, by taking the part of 
Clement VII. against him, and 'being crowned King of 
Naples, he invaded that kingdom. Johanna, having 
reckoned on the assistance of Louis, Count of Aragon, 
whom she had appointed her successor, when she heard 
of the designs of Charles of Duras, was defeated and 
taken prisoner. Soon afterwards Louis of Aragon arrived 
with a fleet, and Charles, wishing to come to terms 
with him, requested a conference with his generals, 
at which he commanded Johanna to be present, in 
order that she might dissuade Louis from any further 
attempt. Johanna came, but, contrary to the wishes of 
Charles, did all in her power to persuade the generals to 
acknowledge only Louis of Anjou as her successor. En- 
raged at this, Charles caused her to be put to death shortly 
afterwards, and it is related that she died by suffocation. 
This occurred in 1381. 

Although Johanna struck coins of different types during 
her long reign, there exists but one type in the hoard, 
and as these coins have her name, as well as that of her 
husband, Louis of Tarentum, they must have been struck 
between 1352 and 1362. They are of the same type as 
those which I have already described of Robert, having 
the same seated figure on the obverse, and the legend 
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'' Dei Gratia Hierosolymse et Siciliae Rex ; " but, on the 
reverse the floreated cross and flenrs-de-lis, with "the 
legend '^ Comes et Comitessa Provincise et Forcalquerii/' 

1. 06v.— * LODOU' . ec . ioi7[sn] . Dai : a . ir^R' a . 

SIOCL' B6CX. King seated front, holding sceptre 
in right hand and orb in lefb ; quatrefoil on breast ; 
on each side of seat a lion. 

Bw,—^ ao[ME]s a a[o$tt]iTss . pviaa . 

FORaJ][SL]QE. Floreated cross, with fleurs-de-lis 
in each quarter. M 1'05. PL IV. No. 3. 

2. Obv.—^ LODOV . a I0l2[Sn] . DGCI . 6 . IJiR . €C 
Sia . R€[X. Type same. 

Eev,— .... TSS . PVIttE . GC FORaSL .... 
Type same. M 1. 

THE ORDER OF ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEM. 
The Order of St. John of Jerusalem owes its origin to the 
Crusades^ which had drawn to the East many Europeans^ 
who were filled with the chivalrous spirit of freeing the 
Holy Sepulchre from the ravages of the Turks, and 
who' desired to protect the numerous pilgrims visiting 
it during the course of every year. The efforts of 
these knights were crowned with success, and reports of 
their valour spread far and wide. In order that this body, 
which was always exposed to so many dangers, should 
have a place where they could shelter themselves as well 
as pilgrims, a hospice was built for them at Jerusalem. 
As this body increased rapidly in number, large estates 
were granted them, and hospices were built at Tarentum, 
Messina, Asti, Pisa, Otranto, and several other places. It 
was not, however, till the year 1310 that Rhodes became 
the principal head- quarters of the Order. In that year the 
Grand Master Foulques de Yillaret, made a sudden attack 
upon the island of Bhodes, which was then in the hands 
of the Saracens and Turks, with a fleet of twenty-five 
ships ; and, after a severe struggle, captured it. Foulques 
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de Yillaret then built a convent for the Order and fortified 
the whole island. He afterwards conquered the neigh- 
bouring islands^ by this means securing Rhodes from the 
constant inroads of the Turkish empire. 

Elion de Yillbneuve. 

Eliou de YiUeneuve was descended from the family of 
Romeo de YiUeneuve, Grand Marechal of Provence, and 
was bom in the year 1270. Having joined the Order of 
St. John of Jerusalem at an early age, he soon became 
noted for his brave attacks on the infidels, and in conse- 
quence was raised to the dignity of Grand Prieur de St. 
Gilles. When Foulques de Yillaret abdicated the grand 
mastership, and when the island of Rhodes had been 
rescued by Gerard de Pins from Orkhan, who attempted 
to drive out the knights, Elion de YiUeneuve, at a meet- 
ing of the Order held at Avignon, in 1319, was elected 
Grand Master, and this election was confirmed by the Pope, 
John XXII. The Order of St. John having incurred 
enormous debts by continued warfare against the infidels, 
Elion, instead of returning at once to Rhodes after his 
election^ first visited the Pope and various Christian 
princes of Europe, to demand assistance of them. He was 
engaged in this mission, and also in various continental 
wars, till 1336, when he came to Rhodes. At that time 
the island was much disturbed by internal feuds, to 
which Elion speedily put an end. In the year 1343 he 
gained the famous victory of Rio del Salado over Alboaces, 
King of Morocco, whose army more than doubled that of 
the Grand Master, and, in the following year, the knights 
under the command of John of Biandra, besieged and 
took the city of Smyrna, which they held for a long time^ 
in spite of the efibrts of the Turks to dislodge them. In 
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memory of the event, Elion built a crenelated bastion^ 
which up to the present day is known by the name of 
the " Chateau de Villeneuve." Elion died two years 
afterwards, in 1346, at the age of eighty- three years, leaving 
behind him a memory to be respected by the Order to 
which he had rendered so many services. 

From a MS. of Francis Balducci Pegolotti, it has been 
ascertained that this Grand Master had a regular monetary 
system as early as the year 1334. The coins of Elion de 
Villeneuve in the hoard were called '^aspri,'* from the 
Greek word acnrpos, "white,*^ referring to the whiteness 
of the silver of which they were made.^ The name of 
" gigliati/' afterwards given to them, has been explained. 

On the obverse of these coins, is the figure of the 
Grand Master kneeling before a patriarchal cross. On 
some of the coins the figure is given in outline, 
the head facing and the hands extended in the attitude 
of prayer; this figure is of rude workmanship. In 
others, the figure is dressed in the robes of a monk 
with a cowl, the face being turned towards the cross, 
and the hands being in the same position as on the 
oth^r coins. On the shoulder of the Grand Master, in 
both types, there is a cross. The patriarchal cross in 
front of the figure was first struck on the coins when 
the Order was at Jerusalem. The legend is usually 
FE GCLION D'VILSnOVa: DI. 6E7V. mR. ; but on some 
coins Villanova is divided, as VILS : ROYS, while on 
others it is inscribed YIL[SN]OYS. In the latter case the 
[SN] is a composition of the Gothic S and the Latin N. 

On the reverse is a fioreated cross, which is sometimes 
slightly varied, bearing at the extremities four shields of 

^ Monete inedite dei Gran Maestri dell* Ordine di S. Giovanni 
di Gerusalemme in Bodi. P. Lambros, Yenezia, 1865. 
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the Order, and around it the inscription. OSPIT[SL'] . 
S . lOrjIS . lELni . 9T . EODI. Great doubt existed some 
years ago as to the meaning of the two letters OT ; and on 
account of the bad state of preservation of the coins, 
they were supposed to be short for DVX; but others thought 
they stood for QYI, thus making the legend in the first 
instance ^'Ospitalis Sancti Johannis Hierosoljrase Dux 
Rodi/' and in the second instance ''Ospitalis Sancti 
Johannis Hierosolymse Qui (Est) Rodi.*' Friedlander, 
however, having a coin of Deodato de Oozon, on which he 
found the word written OVeCRT, put another interpretation 
upon it, which appears to be undoubtedly the right one, 
viz., that the O was short for dOR, and that the whole 
word was '' CONVENTUS." 

In the hoard there are two coins of this Grand Master 
of smaller size than those which I have described. One 
of these coins is mentioned in No. 6 in the following 
list. The legends are different to those on the other 
coins, the last two letters on the obverse, CC^, standing 
for *' Gustos Hospitalis.^' 

1. 06v.— * : FE . GCLIOn . D' . VIL[a:N]OVS . Wl : GES . 

SRE. Grand Master kneeling to left before a patri- 
archal cross; figure in outline^ and head facing ; hands 
extended in the attitude of prayer ; on left shoulder a 
cross. 

Rev.—^ . 0SPIT[i5L'] . S' . lOljIS . lELRI . 9T . EODI. 
Floreated cross, bearing at the extremities four 
shields of the Order. M 1* 

2. 06t;.— * FE • GCLIOR' . D* . VIL[7VN]0VS . D'l . 6ES 

SRE. Type same. 

5W.— * OSPIT[SL'] . 8' . lOl^IS . lELni . 9T . EODI. 
Type same. ^ M5. PL IV. No. 4. 

3. Ohv.—J^ FE . aLIOn . D . VILSnOVS . DI 6ES : SRE. 

Type same. 

^ev.— * : OSPITSL* : S : IO»^IS : lELHI : 9T : EODI : 
Type same. M 1*1. 
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4. Obv.—^ FE GXIOn . D : UILS : ROUS . DI 6RS 

SHE. Type same, but figure dressed in robes of a 
monk with cowl, and looking towards the cross. 

Bev.—:k OSPITSL' . S' . IOI]IS : ntLRI . 0T . BODI. 
Type same. M 1* 

5. Same, but reverse PT BODI : ^ 1. 

6. Obv,—^ . FE . eCLIOnVS . Dai . 6ES . a . 12 . Type 

same as No. 1. 

^ev.— 4, . SIISE . OSPITffLIS . lELRI. Type same. 

Other coins of this Grand Master have the same in- 
scriptions^ but the crosses on the obverse and reverse are 
as follows : — :4i* — iij* — ij' 



Deodato db Gozon. 
1346—1358. 

Elion de Villeneuve was succeeded in the grand master- 
ship by Deodato de Gozon^ who was descended from an 
ancient family of Provence. Deodato, when a knight^ had 
distinguished himself in a remarkable manner by killing 
a monster^ of which the following is the legendary account^ 
familiar to many from Schiller's ^'Kampf mit den 
Drachen." 

An immense monster^ in the shape of a dragon or a 
serpent^ living in a cave at a few miles from the city of 
Rhodes^ destroyed all the cattle in the neighbourhood and 
poisoned the air by its venomous breath. Many of the 
knights had attempted to kill the monster^ but none suc- 
ceeded^ and^ so many lost their lives in the attempt^ that 
the Grand Master forbade any one^ under penalty of being 
deprived of his Order^ to attack it again. Deodato was^ 
however^ determined to trv and kill it^ and he carried out 
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his resolation in the following manner. Having lingered 
for some days in the neighbourhood of the cave^ he closely 
inspected the animal^ and discovered where its vulnerable 
parts lay. He then obtained leave to visit France, where 
his territories were situated, and whilst there he made a 
figure resembling the dragon, and trained two dogs to 
attack it, and to bite at its stomach, as this was the only 
vulnerable place on the monster, the rest of its body being 
covered with impenetrable scales. Deodato at the same 
time, standing at a distance, pierced it with his lance. 
Having by this means perfected his aim and the training 
of the dogs, he returned to Rhodes, and, immediately on 
his arrival, proceeded to attack the dragon, and slew it 
after the manner he had planned. He would, however, 
have lost his life in the attempt, had it not been for his 
attendants, who were at hand j for the dragon, in falling, 
dragged down Deodato, and, rolling on him, was crush- 
ing him to death when his attendants dragged him out. 
Deodato then went back to the city, where he was well 
received by the populace ; but the Grand Master, feeling 
himself bound to carry out his threat, deprived him of his 
Order, and placed him in prison for disobeying his com- 
mands. Deodato was shortly afterwards restored to his 
dignity as a knight of the Order, and at the same time 
raised to the rank of a General. When Elion de Yilleneuve 
died, in 1346, the knights being assembled to elect his 
successor, Deodato de Gozon, having sworn that he would 
only name him whom he thought most worthy to fill the 
ofSce of Grand Master, proposed himself. This act of self- 
estimation at first took the whole assembly by surprise ; 
but, in consideration of the services Deodato had rendered 
the island, he was elected to the vacant office. He soon 
afterwards gained a great naval victory at Imbros over a 
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Mahomedan fleet. This was one of the greatest successes 
of the continuous struggle of the Order against the 
Saracens. He also freed the Christian King of Armenia 
from the attacks of his neighbours and restored him to his 
throne. The Order during this grand mastership contested 
the dominion of the Black Sea against the Genoese and 
Venetians. About the same time the Order suffered much 
from the continual infringement of the rules by its 
knights^ who appropriated the revenues of the order to 
themselves^ buying with them lands^ and enriching their 
fai]fiilies^ instead of giving them over to the Grand Master. 
I)eodato tried hard to abolish this evil ; but not succeed- 
ing^ he determined to resign his office^ and for that pur- 
pose asked leave of the Pope to do so. The latter refused 
his consent for a long time^ but at last he gave way ; be- 
fore, however, the message arrived at Rhodes, Deodato died. 
The coins of this Grand Master in the hoard are the 
same as the second mentioned type of Elion de Villeneuve, 
the kneeling figure being always dressed in the garb of a 
monk. 

1. Ohv.—^ FE DGCODST D . GOSORO . DI . GES . SHGE. 

Grand Master kneeling to left before patriarchal 
cross, dressed in robes of a monk with cowl ; hands 
extended in the attitude of prayer ; on lefb shoulder 
a cross. 

i^et;.— * OSPITCSL'] . S' . IOI]IS . lELni . f)T . EODI. 
Floreated cross, bearing at the extremities four 
shields of the Order. M 1* 

2. Ohv.—^ FE : DGCODST ; D : GOSORO : DI : 6ES : SHE. 

Type same, 

i2ew.— * OSPIT[SL] : S : lOrilS : lELRI : QH : EODI. 
Type same. ^1*05. 

3. 06t;.— * FE . DGCODST . D . GOSORO . DI . 6ES . fllE. 

Type same. 

Rev,—^ OSPITSL' . S . IO»^IS . lELRI . &T . EODI. 
Type same. M 1'06. PI. IV. No. 5. 

VOL. XII. N.s. T 
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4. Oftv.— * FB . DaODST* . W . COSORO . DI . 6EX . m. 
Type same. 

ifev.— * OSPETCSL'] . 8 . I0»2lS . IBLni.. iMT . BODL 
Type same. M 1*05. 

Other coins of this Grand Master have the same inscrip- 
tions as given above, but the crosses on the obverse and 
reverse are as follows: — :i|i: — ila: — 41. — ifi. 

PlETRO CORNJLLANO. 

1854—1856. 

Little is known of Pietro Comillano^ who was the 
successor of Deodato de Gozon. He was^ like Deodato, 
descended from an ancient fiunily of Provence, and, like 
Elion de Villeneuve, held the office before his election to 
the Grand Mastership of Grand Prieur de St. Gilles. He 
was elected Grand Masterin 1364. The chief effortsof Pietro 
during his short rule, which only lasted about a year and 
a half, were directed against the attempts of Innocent YI., 
who wished the Order of St. John to quit Rhodes, and 
establish themselves in Palestine, in order that they might 
more easily check the inroads of the Turks upon Europe. 
To consider this matter, Pietro summoned a large meeting 
of the Order; but before it had time to assemble he expired, 
his death taking place about the middle of the year 1355. 

It will be seen by the coins of Pietro, a list of which is 
given below, that they are of the same type as those of 
his predecessor, Deodato de Gozon. 

On the obverse the family name of this Grand Master 
is sometimes spelt Comilliani and sometimes Comilliano, 
and on the reverse the word Johannis has three forms, 
viz., lOJiS, 10\fiL8 and lOliIS. This diflference of spelling 
does not occur on any other of the coins of the Grand 
Masters which are to be found in the hoard. 
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1. Obv.—q^ P . PQITEUS . aOBniLLISni . DI . eES Jtt. 
Grand Master kneeling before a patriarchal cross, 
dressed in the robes of a monk with cowl ; hands ex- 
tended in the attitude of prayer; on left shoulder a 
cross. 

Bev.—^ OSPITSL'S . lOllGCS . lELni . 9T . EODI. 
Floreated cross, bearing at . the extremities four 
shields of the Order. M 1 . 

2. obv.—^ F . paTEUs . aoEniLLMni . di . ges . m. 

Type same. 
.Bev.— * OSPIT[SL'] . S . lOtjIS . lELRI . 9T . EODI. 
Type same. JR 1-06. PI. IV. No. 6. 

3. Obv.^^ F . PffTEUS . W . aOERILLISNO . DI . 

6E77 . Sit* Type same. 

JJw.— * OSPIT[SL'] . S . I0»2lS . lELRI . &T . EODI. 
Type same. M 1. 

4. Obv.—^ P . PETEUS . aOERILLISnO . DI . 6ES . SI!. 

Type same. 

Bev.-^* 0SPIT[35:L'] . S . lOr^IS . IBLni . PT . EODI. 
Type same. M 1. 

5. 06v.— + F . PETEUS . aOERILLISRO . DI . CIES . SR. 

Type same. 

Eev."^ OSPIT[SL»] . 8 . IOI]S . JELRI . 0T . EODI. 
Type same. ^1. 

6. 06t;.— + F . PGCTEUS . D . aOERILLISRO . DI . GES JR. 

Type same. 

,Bav.— 4- OSPIT[SL'] . S . lOftS . lELRI . ©T . EODI. 
Type same. iR *5. 

RooER DE Pins. 
1866—1865. 

Roger de Pins, the twenty-eighth Grand Master, was a 
descendant of the Grand Master, Odo de Pins and Gerard 
de Pins, who had been nominated Vicar-General of St. 
John upon the death of Foulques de Villaret, and who 
had rescued the island from the attacks of Orkhan. Upon 
the accession of Roger de Pins, Innocent VI. still per- 
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sisted in his attempts to compel the knights to quit 
Rhodes. Boger was much opposed to this arrangement; 
but after some time promised to remove to the Morea^ 
upon first consulting the chief princes of Europe as to the 
adyisability of this step. The Pope dying shortly after- 
wards^ the matter was dropped. Soger now applied him- 
self to the administration of the affairs of the island^ and 
to correcting Tarious abuses which had crept into the 
Order. He caused the rules of the Order to be revised^ 
and translated its statutes into nearly all the different 
European languages^ for the purpose of putting an end 
to the excuses which were always being given by the 
knights when a breach of them occurred^ viz., that they 
could not observe them as long as they were written in a 
language which they could neither read nor understand. 
Boger died in 1365^ and his loss as a good and wise chief 
was much regretted by the Order. 

The coins of this Grand Master are of the same type as 
those of his predecessors^ with the exception of some of 
them^ which have on the obverse a large pine-cone to the 
right of the kneeling figure of the Grand Master. On 
No. 12 and 13 of the coins of this grand master^ men- 
tioned below^ the list of which is rather long^ as there are 
so many varieties^ it will be seen that after the legend 
on the obverse of those two coins there is a small pine- 
cone. This mark was common^ a hundred years later, 
on the coins of Henry VI. of England. 



1. Otv.— + F . EOGiaEIUS . D . PIRIBUS . DI . GEff . m. 
Grand Master kneeling to lefb before a patriarchal 
cross, clothed in the robes of a monk with a cowl, his 
hands extended in the attitude of prayer ; on shoulder 
a cross. 

^ev.— + OSPITSL* . S . IOI2IS . lELni . OT . EODI. 
Floreated cross ; at the extremities four shields of the 
Order. JR 1. PL IV. No. 7. 
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2. Obv.—+ FE . EOGiaEIUS . D . PIRIBUS . DI . 6E : m. 
Type same. 



^ev.— + OSPITLSL'] . S . lOliIS . lELni . OV . EODI. 
Type same. M 1. 

3. 06v.— + P . EOGieCEIUS . D . PIRIBUS . DI . GES . Jtt. 
Type same. 



ijev.— + OSPIT[SL] : S : lOfjIS : lELni : ©T : EOD. 
Type same. M 1* 

4. Ohv.—+ F . E06Q:EIVS . D . PIRVB . DOT .J 6ES . JIl. 
Type same. 

Reo.—^ 0SPIT3^L' . S . lOI^IS . lELni . GT . EODI. 
Type same. M 1*05. 



6. Olw.— + F . EOGaBIVS . D . PIRVB . DGCI . GES . m. 

Type same. 

^ev.— + OSPrrS : S : IO!]IS : lELRI : 9T : EOD. Type 
same. M 1*05. 

6. 06v.— * P . EOGaBIVS . D . PIRVB . D€[I . 6ES . m. 

Type same. 

^ew.— * 0SPIT3^L . S . IOI]IS . lELRI . PT . EOD. Type 
same. M 1. 

7. 06v.— * P . EOGiaEIVS . D . PIRIBVS . DI .|GEff . m. 

Type same. 

5w.— I* OSPITSL' . S . lOr^IS . lELRI . ©T . EOD. Tyje 
same. ^ 1*05. 

8. OJv— * P . EOGiaEIVS . D . PIRIBVS . DI . 6ES . JR. 

Type same. 

Eev.—qfi OSPITSL . S . lOr^IS . lELI . ©T . EODI :. Type 
same. 

9. Ohv.^ 4* P . EOGMEIUS . D . PIRIEUS . DI . GES . JR. 

Type same, but pine-cone behind kneeling figure. 

^er.— * OSPITJlLI . S . lOllIS . lELRI . ©T . EODI. Type 
same. M 1*05. 

10. 06v.— + P . EOGMEIUS . D . PIRIBUS . DI . GES . JR. 
Type same. 

i?et;.— + OSPITSL' . S . IO»]IS . lELRI . ©T . EODI. 
Type same. M 1. 
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11. O&v.— 4- F : EOGMRIUS : D : PIRIBVS : D • GES i SR. 
Type same. 

iJw.— + OSPIT[SL] . S . IOI]IS . lELRI . OT . EODI. , 
Type same. M 1. 



12. OZw.— + F . EOGMEIUS . D . PiniBVS . D . GES . 

Sn. A small pine cone. Type same. 

Eev.--^ OSPITSL' . 8 . lOJ^IS . lELni . ©T . EODI •.« 
Type same. JR 1. 

13. Ohv, — Same as No. 12, bnt legend in obyerse D : 6EX : SH. 

(Pine cone.) M 1*05. 



14. Oh;.—* . F . EOGIGCEIVS . D . PiniBVS . DI . GES . 
CD. Type same. 

JJw.— OSPITff L' . S . lOrilS . lELni . ©T . EODI. Type 
same. M 1. 



16. Olw.— + F o E06IGCEIVS o D o PiniBVS o D o GEff o III. 
Type same. 

Beu — ^+ OSPITCSL'] o S o lOJ^IS o lELHI o ©T o EODI 
S Type same. M 1*05 



16. 06w.— 4-F.E06iaEIUS . D . PIRIBVS . D • 6Bff • JH. 
Type same. 

ijev.— 4- OSPIT[SL'] o S o lOl^IS o lELRI o OT o EODI 
g. Type same. M 1. 



17. 06v.-^ . F . E06€LEIVB . D . PIRVB . DEI . 6S . JR. 

Type same. 

Jfev.— + OSPITSL . S . lOrilS . lELRI . S fiT EODI. Type 
same. M 1 *05. 

18 Oiw. — 4i F . E06GCEIVS . D . PIRVS . D . 6EX . m. 

Type same. 

jjei;.— + OSPIT[SL] . S . lOJ^IS . lELRI . 0T . BODI#: : 
Type same. M 1. 



Other coins of this Grand Master have the same inscrip- 
tions as given aboye^ but the crosses on the obverse and 
reverse are as follows : — :4i: — 41: — iji" — ■!•. 
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THE SELJUKS. 

The Seljuks were descended from the Hoei-he or Hoei- 
hu^ a collection of tribes of the Turkish race^ who^ being 
driven from the Chinese wall in 744^ overwhelmed the 
Turkish Empire of Kiptchak. At the time of the separa- 
tion of the Seljuks from the Hoei-hu^ the latter had 
extended their power from the Caspian Sea as far as the 
Hoang-ho. Seljuk^ from whom the Seljuks derived their 
name^ was the chief of a small tribe^ which had gained 
possession of Bokhara and the surrounding country. His 
descendants^ in 1027^ conquered Khorassan, and settled 
in that country under the rule of Togrul Bey, a grandson 
of Seljuk. Togrul subdued Balkh and Khaurezm in 1041^ 
and this conquest was followed by those of Irak-Ajemi^ 
Kerman, and Fars. In 1055 he captured Bagdad^ and, 
six years afterwards, completed the conquest of Persia^ 
adding to hia empire Irak-Arabi and Mosul. Togrul, dying 
in 1063, was succeeded by his nephew, Alp-Arslan, who 
reigned ten years, and was himself succeeded by his son, 
Melek Shah. Bv the assistance of his able and virtuous 
minister, Nizam ul Mulk, Melek Shah extended his empire 
still farther, adding to it Arabia, Asia Minor, Armenia, 
Syria, Palestine, and Transoxiana, so that it reached from 
the Hellespont to the borders of Chinese Tartary. This 
powerful prince, dying in 1073, laid the foundation for the 
sure destruction of his empire, by subdividing it into a 
number of small principalities, the chief of which were : — 

1^ The Seljuks of Iram. 
[2) The Seljuks of Eerman. 
[8) The Sei^nks of Iconiam. 
4) The Seljuks of Aleppo. 
51 The Seljuks of Mosul. 
^6) The Seljuks of Damascus. 

(7) The Seljuks of Mardein. 

(8) The Seljuks of Khaurezm. 
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As we have only to deal with the Seljuks of Iconium^ 
mj remarks will be confined to that part of the Seljukian 
Empire. 

The principality of the Seljuks of Iconinm, or Bonm^ 
extended over the whole of Asia Minor^ and was founded 
by Soliman^ a great grandson of Seljuk. It lasted for the 
space of two hundred and twenty-four years^ viz., from 
1073 to 1297^ and was renowned for its numerous wars 
against the Byzantines and Crusaders^ who soon learnt to 
fear its power. During its last years it was tributary to 
the Moguls ; after which it was divided into several small 
principalities^ and finally, in 1389, became a portion of 
the Ottoman Empire. The sultans who reigned over 
Iconium during the two hundred and twenty-four years 
of its existence are mentioned in the following list, toge- 
ther with the dates of their accession : — 



Soliman, 1074. 
Abonliasem, 1085. 
EiUdji Arslan, 1092. 
Baissan, 1107. 
Masond, 1117. 
Eili<]yi Arslan 11., 1165. 
Gaiatheddin, 1192. 
Soliman U., 1198. 



EHidji Arslan HI., 1204.; 
Azeddin I., 1210. 
Alaeddin, 1219. 
Gaiatheddin 11., 1287. 
Azeddin H., 1245. 
Bokneddin, 1261. 
Gaiatheddin IH., 1267. 
Gaiatheddin IV., 1288—1294. 



It was during the reign of Gaiatheddin II. that the 
Moguls entered Iconium, and having subdued it, many 
of the Emeers took flight and escaped to the mountains. 
From this time the Moguls disposed of the crown of that 
state as they desired. 

In 1293 Gaiatheddin IV., having conquered all the 
Emeers who dwelt in the mountains, was attacked .by 
another, named Amerkhan, who had established himself on 
the Euxine Sea. This powerful Emeer compelled Gaia- 
theddin to take refuge in Constantinople, from whence he 



HOARD OF COINS FOUND AT EPIiESUS. 145 

returned to Iconium in the following year. Having by 
treachery got Amerkhan^ with his sons^ into his power^ 
Gaiathedden caused them to be strangled ; one son^ how- 
ever^ escaped^ named Alee, who, having collected an 
army, attacked Gaiatheddin, and slew him. With this 
prince perished the Empire of the Seljuks of Iconium. 

The death of Gaiatheddin was the signal for those 
Emeers who had retired to the mountains at the approach 
of the Moguls to return to their estates. This they did^ 
and formed, out of the kingdom of Iconium, among them- 
selves, eleven principalities. The most noted of the 
founders of these states were : — 

!1) Earaman, who took Phrygia. 
2) Saronkhan, who held Magnesia. 

(8) Othman, who, with his son, settled in Bith3mia, and 
there laid the fonndation of the Ottoman Empire. 

(4) Aidin, who founded the kingdom of Burki and seven 
others. 

In nearly every case each principality assumed the 
name of its founder. 

As the coins in the hoard which belong to the Seljuks 
were struck in the principality of Saroukhan of Magnesia, 
I will here give what facts I have been able to collect of 
this Emeer. 

About the year 1310 an attack was made by the Turks 
upon the islands of Rhodes, Samos, Karpatos, Lemnos, 
and others on the coasts of Europe and Asia. Although 
this invasion has been attributed by some historians to 
the Ottomans, little doubt remains but that it was made 
by the Turksih princes of Aidin, Saroukhan, Karasi, and 
Mentesche. 

In 1327 Orkhan, the son of Othman, who, by the 
capture of Brousa, Kaprihiasi, Nicsea, and other places, 
had greatly extended his principality, assisted the Em- 
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peror AndronicuB II. against the attacks of his grandson^ 
Andronicus the Younger. The Ottoman troops were 
defeated^ and^ retiring to Constantinople, crossed oyer 
again into Asia. Soon afterwards Andronicus the Younger, 
being at war with the Genoese and Ottomans, sought the 
aid of Saroukhan and Aidin. These princes, fearing the 
fast-increasing power of Orkhan, and forgetting for the 
moment their old feuds with the Greeks, complied with 
the request of Andronicus ; and in 1386 Saroukhan came 
in person with twenty-four ships, and Amour, the son 
of Aidin, with thirty more, and haying attacked Phocsea, 
which was then held by the Genoese family of Catagna, 
took it. There is no doubt of the success of Saroukhan 
and Amour in this expedition, for it is said that they 
returned laden with riches. In 1341 Saroukhan again 
laid waste the coasts of Greece ; but, being defeated by 
Cantacuzenus in the Chersonese, his general, Jakschi, only 
obtained peace on condition that Saroukhan should for the 
future cease from farther hostilities. In 1342 Cantacu- 
zenus, having assumed the govemment of Greece with 
John Paleologus, and being unable to hold this position, re- 
sorted to civil war, and obtained the assistance of Oumur- 
beg, the son of Aidin. These two, having plundered for 
the space of two years the coasts of Thrace, were attacked 
by the fleets of Venice and Cyprus at Smyrna, and suffered 
so severe a defeat that they were unable to return by the 
Archipelago to the shores of Greece. Oumurbeg was in 
consequence compelled to obtain leave from Saroukhan to 
pass through his territory, which the latter allowed him 
to do on condition that he ceded certain possessions, and 
promised to protect his son Souleiman, who wished to 
join Cantacuzenus. Oumurbeg, now accompanied by 
Souleiman, journeyed along the coast of Asia Minor as 
far as the Hellespont, and from thence crossed over into 
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Greece. He then attacked Bulgarno Monitzelas^ despot 
of Xanthea^ and having driven him from his country^ 
marched to the gates of Apanea^ where his progress was 
arrested by the sudden deaths by fever, of Souleiman. 
Oumurbeg, fearing lest Saroukhan might think that his 
son had died by poison, in spite of his promise not to 
quit Cantacuzenus till the conquest of Servia was com- 
pleted, returned hastily to Saroukhan, that he might 
explain in person the cause of his son's death. The 
mother of John Paleologus had in the meanwhile sought 
the aid of Saroukhan against Cantacuzenus, and would 
have succeeded, had not Oumurbeg arrived just before 
Saroukhan had determined what to do. By judiciously 
spreading discontent in Saroukhan^s army against the 
expedition, Oumurbeg compelled him to abandon all idea 
of such an alliance. 

From this time there is no further record of Sai*ou- 
khan, neither is there any mention of his deaths It is 
known that his state lasted till 1389, growing weaker and 
weaker every year, when it was conquered by Bajezid I., 
who attached it to the Ottoman Empire. 

Friedlander, in his article upon the Emeers of Lydia, 
states that it is well known that the princes of Aidin 
struck coins for their own state ; and there seems little 
doubt but that Saroukhan, and the other princes who 
reigned supreme in their principalities, followed their 
example. One of the chief reforms of Alaeddin, the 
minister of Orkhan, was the striking of money for the 
Ottomans with the name of Orkhan upon it, and Von 
Hammer asserts that up to that period the only money 
then current in Asia Minor was struck by the Seljuks. 
Whether this money had been coined by the Sultans of 
Iconium before the dismemberment of the Empire, or 
whether it was coined by the Emeers, who divided the 
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Empire between them^ it is impossible to say, as we have 
no proof that the Emeers, for many years after the founda- 
tion of the small principalities, struck coins of the Arabic 
type for themselves. 

The coins in the hoard to which I wish now specially 
to draw the attention of the Society were undoubtedly 
struck during the rule of Saroukhan and his principality, 
as one of them not only bears the name of that ruler, but 
all of them bear the name of one oF his two greatest cities. 
Magnesia or Ephesus. 

The great peculiarity of these coins is that, although 
struck in Asia Minor, and in a part inhabited by the 
Seljuks, they are of Latin type, and the legends on them 
are also in Latin. These peculiarities I will attempt to 
explain in the following manner. 

During the rule of Saroukhan, as the Christian inhabit- 
ants of Asia Minor carried on an extensive trade with 
merchants of nearly every European nation, but more 
especially with those of Venice and G^noa, they must 
have required money for the purpose of exchange, and 
it is only reasonable to suppose that the coinage of 
the Seljuks, which was then current in Asia Minor, on 
account of its being of the Arabic type, would be of very 
littler use in the hands of foreign merchants. To avoid 
such an inconvenience, the Christian subjects of Saroukhan 
appear to have applied to him for permission to strike 
such money as would meet their requirements. Having 
obtained Saroukhau's permission, they chose as a pattern 
for their new coinage the type of the money which was 
at that time current in Naples, and which was not^d for 
the purity of its metal. To make the money still more to 
resemble that of Naples, the Seljuks permitted the legeud 
to be Latin. 
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The imitation by one nation of the coinage of another 
was at this period of very common occurrence. Various 
types of the English coinage were frequently adopted by 
European nations. The Emperor of Germany, Otho IV., 
struck some of his coins after the type of the short-cross 
pennies of Henry II. The type of the long-cross pennies 
of Henry III. is also to be found on some of the coins of 
Henry VI., Count of Luxembourg, John of Bohemia, and 
Louis V. of Bavaria. In France several towns, of which 
were Cambray and Ligny, used this type for their coinage. 

Of these coins of the Seljuks but two kinds have, up to 
the present time, been brought before our notice, these 
being struck at the cities of Magnesia and Ephesus. 

Of the former, there is but one specimen in the hoard. 
On the obverse is a seated crowned figure of Saroukhan, 
holding a sceptre in his right hand and an orb in his left, 
with the legend around it ^'Moneta Manglasie Sarcani,'* 
and on the reverse is a floreated cross, with a fleur-de-lis in 
each quarter, and with the legend " De Voluntate Domini 
Ejusdem Loci.'^ The type of this coin exactly corresponds 
with those of Robert of Naples, which I have already 
described, and the legend on the obverse leaves no doubt 
as to the identification of the place where the coin was 
struck, and that on the reverse by whose order it was done. 

As three of these coins have already been published by 
Friedlander and M. de Longp^rier, I will give a list of 
them, and at the end will add a description of the fourth 
coin, which was found in the hoard at Ephesus, and which, 
upon being compared with the others, will be found to 
be slightly difierent from either of them. 



1. 05v.— + monaTff . qvgc . fit . in . msn6LSsi3^ . 

D€[. Figure of Saroukhan seated front, holding a 
sceptre in right hand, and an orb in left ; on each 
side of chair a lion. 
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Bev.—Jt voLVRTSTec . ssEasni . Dm . Dicrr . Loai. 

Floreated cross, with flenr-de-liB in each quarter. JR. 

2. 06t;.— + monaT3^ . Qva . fit . msncLxsia . o. 

Type same. 

iJer.— + Da . VOLVRTO: . DOI . aiVSDffm . 01. Type 
same. M* 



8. 06t;.— + JXlOnGCTJ^ : QVGC : FIT : mnCLT^SIO: : : Type 
same. 

Bev. — 4i Da . VOLVRTGt : DRI . QIVSD€Mn : 01 : Type 

same. 

4. 05v.— mORGCTS . m[2^R]6L€[SI€[ . SSBaSRI. Type 
same. 



i?er.— 4- Da . V0LVRT3^T€[ . DRI GIISD* . LOai. Type 
same. JR. PI. IV. No. 8. 



The coins of the Seljuks which have been struck at Ephe- 
sus are of the same type as those of Magnesia^ and appear 
to have been used for the same purpose. On the obverse of 
these coins is the legend ^' Moneta Que Fit In Theologos^ 
or Theologo^ or Theolog," and on the reverse the legend 
'' De Mandato Domini Ejusdem Loci.'' My reason for 
stating that these coins were struck at Ephesus is founded 
on the word '' Theologos " in the legend on the obverse. 
The Mediaeval name of Ephesus was "Ayios ®coAi^, being 
derived from the ancient church of St. John^ which was 
situated there. This name was corrupted by the Italians 
into " Alto hxxogo" and by the Turks into ^' Aia Soluk/' 
by which latter name the small town which is situated 
near Ephesiis of modem times is still called. In this 
opinion I find I have been borne out by M. de Lambros, 
of Athens^ into whose hands one of these coins fell 
about two years ago^ and who^ at that time^ considered 
it to be unique. There exists thirteen coins of this class 
in the hoard, and^ as there is some slight variety in each 
specimen^ I will here give a description of all of them. 



HOARD OF COINS FOUND AT BPHBSUS. 151 



1. Obv.—>h HOneCTTS: . QUGC FIT : IR . T»2a:OL06. Figure 

of Saroukhan seated front, holding sceptre in right 
hand and orb in left ; on either side of seat a lion. 

^cv.— + . DGC : MT^nDSTO : DRI : OIUSDa : LOa. 
Floreated cross, with fleurs-de-lis in each quarter. 
^1. PI. rv. No. 9. 

2. 06i;.-+ MOnaTS Qua : FIT ; in . TI^GCOLOGO. Type 

same, but on breast a 41. 

Eev.—^ : Da : MT^RDTTTO : DRI : aiUSDtt : LOttl : 
Type same. M 1*05. 

3. Ohv,-^ MORaTS . QVa . FIT : IR : TiiaOLOGO : Type 

same. 

Bev.—^ : Da , MSRDSTO : DRI : aiUSDa . LOttl:: 
T3rpe same. M 1* 

4. O61;.— * MORaTTV Qua : SIT : IR : TIjaOLOGO : Type 

same. 

iJw.— i- : Da : MSRD7n?0 : DRI t aiUSDa : LOttU : 
Type same. M 1. 

5. 061;.—+ MORaTT^ . Qua : FIT : IR : TliaOLOGOS. Type 

same. 

.BW.-.+ : Da : MT^RDTVTO : DRI : aiUSDa : LOai. 
Type same. M !• 

6. Obv.—^ : MORaTTV QUa . FIT . IR TI^aOLOGOS : Type 

same* 



ijev.— + Da . IttTlRaT^TO . DRI aiUSDtt . LOtt. Type 
same. M 1*05. 

7. 06v.— * MORaTTV : QUa . FIT : IR : T»|aOLOeOS : 

Type same. 

Bev,—^ : Da : MT^RDT^TO : DRI . aiUSDa : LOttl : 
Type same. M 1* 

8. 06v.— * : MORaTT^ : QUa : FIT : IR : TI^aOLOGOS : 

Type same. 

ijev.— * : Da ; MTVRDT^TO . DRI . aiUSDaR : LOttl : 
Type same. M 1> 

9. O61;.— * : MORaTT^ : QUa : FIT . IR : TJiaOLOGOS. 

Type same. 

^ev.— * . Da . MT^RDT^TOTO DRI aiUSDa : LOttl . 
A Type same. M !• 
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10. 06v.— * MOnar?^ QUGC FTT . in .- TIiEOLOCOS : Type 
same. 

Rev.—^ DGC . MT^RDTHX) : DRI : aiUSDCCn . LOai. 
Type eame. jR *95. 

n. Olw.— * M0nffT7\: Qua fit . in : TIjaOLOCOS : Type 
same. 

^et;.-«* . DGC . SnT^nDTTTO DRI CdUSDa . LCKI. Type 
same. M 1* 

12. OJv.— * MOnOTTC Qua : FIT . in . Tr^aOLO-GOS. 

Type same. 
Rev,—^ Da : mTVnDTTTO : Dni : aiUSDan : LOOI. 
Tyx>e same. M 1* 

13. 0^.—* .MOnaTT^ : QUa : FIT : in . T Type 

same. 

lUv.—^ : Da . MTrnDTTTO : Dni aiUDa LOa • I-. Type 
same. jR 1. 

cmos. 

The island of Chios for many centuries formed a part of 
the Byzantine Empire ; but, in 1172, the Doge of Venice, 
Vital Michieli II., having sailed np the Archipelago, and 
failing in an attempt to render himself master of Chalcis, 
in Eubsea, took possession of this island, where he passed 
the winter. The Greeks everywhere showed the greatest 
animosity to the Venetians, who had robbed them of a 
considerable portion of their trade. In 1173 a dreadful 
pestilence broke out in the Venetian fleet at Chios, and 
150 Byzantine galleys having issued from the Hellespont 
to attack it, the republican force was so much enfeebled 
by the ravages of the plague that the Doge abandoned the 
island on the approach of the enemy, and retired succes- 
sively to Lesbos, Lemnos and Skyros, and finished by 
quitting the Archipelago altogether, and returning to 
Venice with only seventeen ships. 

In 1329 several Genoese nobles having acquired consi- 
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derable possessions in the Byzantine Empire as vassakj 
but acting more as independent princes^ Andronicus III. 
resolved to re-establish the imperial authority in those 
places. For that purpose he r^aiaed possession of Chios, 
M^hich had been occupied by the family of Zachario, in the 
reign of Andronicus II., under the pretext that the island 
had been granted to them by Michael YIII. This reco- 
very of the island was accomplished by the treachery of 
Benetto Zachario, the brother of the reigning noble. As 
Chios then yielded an annual revenue of 120,000 byzants 
to the public treasure it was a valuable conquest. 

In 1346 Chios was again taken from the Greeks, 
but this time by the Genoese, at the head of whom 
was the famous Simon Vignoso. Two years later, on 
account of the friendly disposition shown by the Genoese 
towards Cantacuzenus, the latter sent ambassadors to the 
Senate to demand the restoration of the island. The 
Genoese agreed to restore the island to the Emperor in 
ten years, and during that period to pay an annual tribute 
of 22,000 byzants. But this treaty was never carried 
into execution. 

The Genoese domination in the island of Chios was 
different from the feudal government established in the 
other conquests of the western Christians in Greece, and 
the government was held by a commercial trading com- 
pany of Genoese, called the Maona of the Justiniani, which 
<»riginated in the following manner. 

When Simon Vignoso was preparing the expedition 
against the island, the treasury of Genoa was so ex- 
hausted that the fleet raised for that purpose was paid 
for by private subscriptions, the republic engaging to 
secure those citizens who subscribed 400 livres each 
against all loss by pledging a portion of the annual 
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reveimes of the state to pay the interest on the advances* 
After the conquest of Ghios^ Vignoso established a com* 
mittee of the subscribers^ who administered the govem- 
ment of the island, and collected the revenues under the 
sovereignty of the republic of Genoa. This s pecies of joint 
stock company received the name of the Maona of Scio. 
The republic being unable to pay the advances of the 
subscribers^ a convention was concluded between the state 
and the Maona^ by which the latter were recognised as 
lawful shareholders of the island for a term of twenty 
years, during which time the government reserved to 
itself the right of resuming the grant of the island^ on 
paying the capital of 23,000 livres due to the Maona. 
The government never fulfilled its promise, and the 
greater part of the shares falling into the hands of the 
family of the Justiniani, the joint stock company of Scio 
was generally called the Maona of the JustinianL The 
great source of wealth of this company arose from the 
monopoly which it enjoyed on certain articles of produce of 
the island; these consisting chiefly of wine, firuit, and silk. 

The Genoese joint stock company governed Chios for 
two hundred and twenty years, when it fell under the 
rule of the Ottoman Empire, about the year 1566. The 
island at that time served as a place of refuge for fugi- 
tive slaves, and as a place of refreshment for the Chris- 
tian corsairs. In 1694 Chios again fell for a short time 
into the hands of the Venetians ; but the Turks very soon 
afterwards regained possession of it. 

No gold coins of the Maona of Chios have ever been 
found, although the Justiniani boasted of possessing the 
right of coining gold ducats, of which privilege they doubt- 
less availed themselves. 

The early type of the silver coins of Chios under the 
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Maona very closely resembled that of the money then 
current in Naples and Sicily. To this class belongs the 
single coin of the island which has been found in the 
hoard. 

On the obverse is a seated figure, holding in right hand 
a sceptre, and in left an orb ; on either side of seat is a 
lion ; the head is covered with a cone-shaped hat, with a 
ribbon hanging down from either side, and falling on the 
breast. The legend is 

•ii Dvx ranvGcn . qvgc . drs . pracsT. 

On the reverse is a fioreated cross, with the legend 

41 aonR(SD)vs . Eecx . Rom[7vn]ORvm. 

PI. No. IV. 10. 

The legend on the reverse illustrates the fact that in 
1138 the Emperor Conrad granted to the Genoese the 
right of striking their own coinage. He is called Rex 
Bomanorum because at that time he had not received 
the imperial crown at a solemn coronation. 

PAPAL STATES AND VENICE. 

As the two coins of these countries in the hoard are so 
well known, I shall only give a very short description of 
thetn, together with the legends on each. 

The first coin is a Giulio of the Pope John XXII. On 
the obverse is the figure of the Pope, seated front, wearing 
a mitre, the right hand raised in the act of blessing ; in 
the left is a sceptre, and on each side of seat a lion ; the 
legend is 

lOI^GCS : PTtPTt : XXII aomGCS : VGCHSSini. 

On the reverse is a fioreated cross, with the legend— 

+ 7T6im : TiBi . 6R7t omniPOTGcns Decvs. 

The other coin is a Grosso or Matapan of Francis 
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Dandolo, Doge of Venice, 1328—1339. On the obverse 
is the figure of the Doge standing to left, and that of St. 
Mark to right, with nimbus, both holding a standard, and 
between them the word DVX, with the legend — 

FRA . DAJTOVLO S. M. VENETI. 
On the reverse is a seated figure of Christ, with the letters 

la to left of head, and Xa to right. 

H. A. Gruebib. 

Note. — Since the above paper was written, Mr. Wood 
has forwarded from Ephesus a packet of coins, being 
also a portion of the hoard above described. 

This second portion of the hoard consists of 196 coins, 
nearly all of which are duplicates of the first portion. 

The following is a list of them : — 

Naples (141 coins) — 3 of Charles II., 127 of Robert I., and 
11 of Louis and Johanna. 

Rhodes (41 coins) — 14 of Elion de Villenenve, 5 of Deodato 
de Gozon, 8 of Pietro Comillano, and 19 of Roger de 
Pins. 

Seljuks (6 coins) — 4 theologi of Ephesus, and 2 of Magnesia. 

Papal States (2 coins) — 2 giulii of John XXII. 

Six various blundered and unascertained coins. 

The only coins of this second lot to be noticed are the 
two of Magnesia, of which the following is a description : 

1. 06t;.— 4« . snonaTS . m[sn]6L3:si€[ . sxEasni . 

Figure of Saroukhan seated front, holding a sceptre 
in right liand and an orb in left ; on breast a quatre- 
foil, and on each side of chair a lion. 

Bev,—4f DGC . VOLVnTSTGC . BUI . GCIVSDam. Flo- 
reated cross, with fleur-de- lis in each quarter. M I '05. 

2. ohv.^itt . monecT^: . aT« . fit . msncLSsia: 

Type same. 

Reu.—Jt . Dec . voLvnTSTa . dri • GcivsDam -.. 

Type same. M 1. 



X. 



COINS OF ALEXANDER'S SUCCESSORS IN THE 

EAST. 



Bt Majob- General A. Cunningham, R.E. 



The vast dominion established by Menander^ which 
extended trom K&bul to Mathura^ and from Kashmir to 

the mouths of the tndus^ was not destined to last. The 
same Sanskrit writer who relates the campaign of the 
Greeks in the valley of the Ganges, ending with the 
capture of Palibothra or Patna, tells us that ^' the fiercely- 
fighting Greeks will not stay in Madhyadesa (the valley of 
the Ganges) : there will be a cruel dreadful war in their 
own kingdom, caused between themselves/'^ In this short 
passage I think that we have a true account of the actual 
cause of the downfall of the last Greek kings, and of 
the closing history of Greek dominion in India. 

On the death of Menander in camp, which probably 



1 Dr. Kern, Preface to " Brihat Sanhita," p. 88, quoting the 
^^ Gargya Sanhita *' of the astronomer Garga, whose date he 
fixes about 60 b.o. The following is the Sanskrit tei^t:--* 
'< Madhyadese na Sthasyanti Yavana yuddhadurmadah Tesha- 
manyonyasambhava (?) bhavishyanti na sansayah.*' 
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happened when on his inarch against Parthia, I suppose 
that a general scramble took place amongst his relatives 
and friends to secure some portion of his dominions for 
themselves. This would be the ** cruel and dreadful war 
between themselves '^ which is mentioned by the native 
author. About the same time, or certainly very soon 
afterwards, the Hindu princes of Menander's territories 
to the east of the Satlej must have risen against their 
Greek conquerors and driven them hack into the Panj&b. 
This view of the state of affairs after Menander's death is 
borne out by the number of ephemeral princes, who, from 
the style of their coins, must be placed in the short 
interval that elapsed before the final establishment of 
peace under the greatly reduced sway of Herraseus. It is 
strongly supported also by the recent discovery, in com- 
pany with twenty-seven hemidrachms of ApoUodotus 
Philopator, of some well-executed silver coins of three 
different native princes, who most probably took part in 
the expulsion of the Greeks from the territories to the 
east of the Satlej. I presume that these chiefs most 
probably adopted the Greek style of coinage to which their 
subjects had been accustomed during the Greek occupa- 
tion under Menander. 

Another very large find of hemidrachms of the Indo- 
Grecian princes themselves was made on the 29th June, 
1871, at the old town of Sonipat, or Somprastha, twenty- 
eight miles to the north of Delhi. The coins were placed 
in a common earthen ear at, or water vessel, with a narrow 
neck, about three feet under ground, near the bank of a 
tank, where they were found by some women digging 
elay. The discovery was at first concealed, and many 
of the coins are said to have been melted. The exact 
number, therefore, will never be known; but all the 
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people agree that about 8 sers, or 6 lbs. in weighty were 
found. This weight would give rather more than 1,300 
hemidrachms ; but as a large mass of the coins at the 
bottom of the vessel were completely oxidized, and as 
many of them are known to have been melted, the actual 
number now existing is believed to be under 1,000, Of 
this number I now possess 745 coins, and I have seen and 
examined 138 others, or altogether 883 specimens, being 
very nearly three-fourths of the whole find. This find 
comprises coins of no less than eleven different princes 
posterior to Eukratides, and of one Queen, Kalliope. Of 
Hermseus, the last Greek king, there are only 32 speci-r 
mens, while there is the same number of the double- 
headed coins of Hermaeus and Kalliope. The following 
table shows the relative numbers of coins of the different 
princes amongst the total of 883 which I have examined. 



1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 






Ejngs. 

Heliokles ..... 

Straton 

Antimachus II. . . . 
ApoUodotus .... 

Lysias 

Philoxenes 

Antialkidas 

Meuander 

Diomedes 

Amyntas 

Hermasus 

ff and Kalliope . 

Total . . . 



Author. 



27 
17 
64 
21 
13 
18 
64 
481 
11 
4 
17 
18 



746 



Others. 



3 

2 

10 

6 

6 

3 

16 

83 

1 

1 

6 

4 



138 



TotaL 



30 
19 
64 
26 
19 
21 
79 
664 
12 
6 
22 
22 



883 



In this list the large number of the coins of Menander 
is as remarkable as the paucity of those of Apollodotus 
and Hermaeus. The equal number of the coins of Her- 
maeus alone, and of Kalliope, is also very curious. 
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Taking this last fact into consideration along with the 
entire absence of any coins of the earlier Indo-Scythian 
princes^ Yonones^ Moas^ or Azas, I conclude that the 
hoard must have been buried in the beginning of the 
reign of Hermseus. About that time, as I have already 
shown, the Greek troops would appear to have been finally 
withdrawn from India, and all the conquests of Menander 
to the east of the Satlej were abandoned. Perhaps, 
therefore, it is not too hazardous to conjecture that this 
Sonipat treasure, of about 6 mime or one-tenth of a talent, 
may have been secreted by some Greek officer during 
the anarchy and general confusion which followed soon 
after the death of Menander. I presume that the town of 
Sonipat, one of the oldest in Northern India, was then 
garrisoned by Greek troops, and that the luckless owner 
of the treasure being suddenly called away to take part in 
the '' cruel dreadful war in their own kingdom caused 
between themselves,^' as described by Garga the Indian 
astronomer, was killed in the bitter contest, and his 
secret consequently buried in his grave. 

All of these Sonipat coins are more or less worn by 
circulation. Some of them, indeed, are almost obliterated 
on the reverse side, and this is more particularly the case 
with the coins of Heliokles, Straton, Antimachus II., 
and ApoUodotus. But the comparative amount of wear 
can be best judged of by the following table, which gives the 
average weights of 703 coins of eleven diflferent kings, 
with the loss on each referred to the standard of 37 
grains, as determined from the best preserved specimens of 
these Indo-Grecian kings. 
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Speci- 


1 


mens. 


28 


2 


15 


3 


15 


4 


53 


5 


77 


6 


12 


7 


21 


8 


450 


9 


9 


10 


5 


11 


18 


703 



Kings. 



Heliokles 

Apollodotas . . 

Straton . . . 
Antimachus II. 

AntialMdas . . 

Lysisis. . . . 

Philoxenes . . 

Menander . . 

Diomedes . . 

Amyntas • • . 

Hermseus . . 



Total 
Weight. 



884-00 

486-50 

486-55 

172400 

2533-25 

396-50 

698-50 

14,977-00 

302-50 

168-50 

608-50 



Mean 

Weight. 


Loss. 


31-57 


5-43 


32-43 


4-57 


32-44 


4-56 


32-52 


4-48 


32-90 


4-10 


33-27 


3-73 


33-23 


3-77 


33-28 


3-72 


33-61 


3-39 


33-70 


3-30 


33-80 


3-20 


33-09 





This table shows such considerable differences between 
the weights of the earlier and later coins^ as could only, 
in my opinion, have been caused by equally great 
differences in the periods during which the coins had 
been in circulation. Thus, taking the dates of 165 and 
135 B.C. as the extremes between the coins of Heliokles 
and Hermasus, it is clear that there would be a great 
difference in the amount of wear between the two if the 
money had been buried early in the reign of Hermseus, 
when his coins were nearly new, while those of Heliokles 
had been thirty years in circulation. For this reason I 
look upon the small loss shown by the coins of Hermseus 
and Kalliope as a strong evidence that they had not been 
long in circulation ; and I conclude, therefore, that the 
Sonipat hoard must have been buried during the early 
part of the reign of Hermseus. 



AMYNTAS, NiKATOR. 

1. O -a* 10. Didrachmon, Plate XIII., Fig. 1. Brit. Mus., 
128 grs. Unique. Thomas, No. 1. 

Obv. — Helmeted head of king to right, with the ends of 
his diadem hanging behind, and chlamys on 
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shonlder. Gircnlar legend, BASIAEQ2 NIKA- 
TOPOS AMYNTOY. 

Bev. — ^Draped and helmeted fignre of Athene Promachos 
moving to left, with aegis on left arm, and thun- 
derbolt in her upraised right hand. In field to 
left No. 189 monogram of Ophiana. Circular 
Arian legend, Mahdrdjasa jayhadharasa Amitasa. 

2. O Ml. Hemidrachnia. Plate XIII., Fig. 2. Dr. Chap- 
man. Duplicates, author, 85 grs. ; and Lahore Mus., from 
Sonipat find. Only these three specimens known. 

06p.*— Diademed head of king to right, covered with the 
Macedonian kausiaj with the ends of his diadem 
hanging behind, and chlamys on his shoulders. 
Circular Greek legend as on No. 1. 

Hev. — ^Draped figure of Zeus Nikephoros seated, and half 
turned to the left, with sceptre and palm branch 
in left hand, and a small figure of Victory in 
right hand. In field to left No. 127 monogram, 
with the addition of a central horizontal stroke. 
Circular Arian legend as on No. 1. 

8. O ^ 7. Hemidrachma. Author. Unique. From the 
Sonipat find. 82^^ grs. 

Obv. — Bare diademed head of king to left, with aegis on 
his left arm, and hurling a javelin with his 
upraised right hand. Circular Greek legend as 
on No. 1. 

Rev, — Seated figure of Zeus Nikephoros holding a small 
Victory in his right hand, as on No. 2. Mono- 
gram and circular Arian legend as on No. 2. 

4. O ^ 7. Hemidrachma. Plate XIII., Fig. 8. E. I. Mus. 
Duplicate, author, 84 grs. No other specimens known. 

Obv. — ^Bare head of king to right, with ends of his diadem 
hanging behind, and chlamys on his shoulder. 
Circular Greek legend as on No. 1. 

Rev. — Zeus Nikephoros seated with Victory, as on No. 2. 
Monogram as on No. 2. Circular Arian legend 
as on No. 1. 
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6. D iE 8. Dichalkon, Plate XIII., Fig. 4. Brit. Mus. 
Duplicate, E. I. Mus. Very rare. 

Obv. — ^Bearded head of king to right, covered with a lofty 
tiara, shaped like a Phrygian cap. Sceptre and 
chlamys on shoulders. Greek legend on three 
sides, BA2IAE02 NIKATOPOS AMYNTOY. 

Rev, — ^Draped figure of Pallas Athene, armed with helmet, 
spear, and shield, moving to left, with her right 
hand extended hefore her. In field to left 
No. 139 monogram of Ophiana. Arian legend 
on three sides, Mahdrdjasa jayadharasa Amitasa. 

6. D ^ 8. Dichalkon. Plate XIII., Fig. 5. Author, 127 grs. 
Bare. Thomas, No. 2. Ariana Antiqua, pi. ii., 14. 

Obv. — ^Bearded head of king to right, covered with a pecu- 
liar rayed head-dress, and with chlamys on the 
shoulder. Greek legend on three sides as on 
No. 5. 

Bev. — Draped figure of Pallas Athene as on No. 6. In 
field to left No. 139 monogram of Ophiana. 
Arian legend on three sides as on No. 5. A 
duplicate in my collection has No. 65 monogram, 
forming Nikaia, or Kahul. 

N.B. — R. Rochette, Journal des Savants, February, 1839, 
p. 90, describes one of these coins as having a *' bearded head " 
and the other a ** beardless head." " On the few specimens 
which I have seen I did not observe any difference. The head 
with the rayed diadem is certainly bearded." (See Journal des 
Savants, February, 1839, pi. i., fig. 12.) See also the similar 
coins* of HermaBus, PI. XIV., Fig. 12, accompanying, and Ariana 
Antiqua, pl. xxi., fig. 15. I think that the other portrait is also 
bearded, judging from the similar coins of Hermssus. 



. HIPPOSTRATUS THE GREAT, Soteb. 

1. OjR.ll. Didrachmon, Plate XIII., Fig. 6. Author, 
148 grs. Rare. Thomas, No. 1. 

Obv, — ^Bare diademed head of king to right, with chlamys 
on the shoulders. Circular Greek legend, BA^ 
SIAEOS SOTHPQS innOSTPATOY. 
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A**?!'.— Draped figure of Demeter to left, holding a coma- 
copia in her left hand, and extending her right 
hand to the front. In the field to left the Greek 
monogram No. 115, forming APT, and to right 
the Arian letter a, No. 116. Circular Anan 
legend, Mahdrajasa trddatasa Hipastratasa. 

la. O ^ 7. Hemidrachma. Author, 86 grs. Thomas, 1 a. 
Types, legends, and monogram as on No. 1. 

2. O JR 12."* Didrachmon. Author, 142 grs. Unique. 

Obv. — ^Bare diademed head of king to right, with chlamys 
on shoulders, as on No. 1. Circular Greek legend 
as on No. 1, with Soter only. 

Eev. — ^Helmeted figure of king on horsehack, galloping to 
right, as in PI. XTTT., Fig. 7. In field helow 
No. 48 monogram, which I read as KASIIEI- 
PAS, or Kaspeira, and would identify with Kasy- 
apapura, or Multan. Circular Arian legend, 
MaJidrdjasa trddatasa jayantasa Hipastratasa, 

N.B. — ^The title of jay anta, the victorious, has no equivalent 
in the Greek legend of the ohverse. 

2a. O M 12. Didrachmon. Plate XIII., Fig. 7. Author, 
185 grs. Thomas, No. 2. 

Obv. — ^Bare diademed head of king to right, as on No. 1. 
Circular Greek legend, BASIAEOS METAAOY 
SOTHPOS IimOSTPATOy. 

Eev, — Helmeted figure of the king on horsehack galloping 
to the right. In field below No. 48 monogram 
of Kaspeira. Circular Arian legend, Mahdrajasa 
tradatasa Mahatasa jayantasa Hipastratasa* 

2b. O iR 7. Hemidrachma. Author, 86 grs. Thomas, 
No. 2a. 

Types and legends as on No. 2a. Monogram No. 110. 

8. O ^ 11. Didrachmon. Plate XTTT., Fig. 8. Author, 
144 grs. Thomas, No. 8. 

Obv. — ^Bare diademed head of king to right. Circular 
Greek legend as on No. 2a. 

Bev. — Helmeted figure of king on horseback standing at 
rest. In field to right No. 110 Greek monogram, 
With the Arian letter ch to left, and the Arian 
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letter n in the exergue. Circular Arian legend 
as on No. 2a, including the additional title of 
jayanta. Other specimens have the Arian letters 
prd^ or lo, or mm in the exergue. 

4. D -^ 10. Tetrachalkon, or Hemiobol. Plate XIII., 
Fig. 9. Author, 295 grs. Very rare. 

Obv. — ^A tnton standing to the front, with fishtails for legs, 
holding a dolphin in his right hand and a rudder 
in his left. Legend on three sides, BASIAEOS 
SOTHPOS ranOSTPATOY. 

Rev. — Demeter standing to left, holding a palm-branch in 
her left hand, and extending her right hand to 
the front. In field to left, the Greek monogram 
No. 115, forming APT, and to. right the Ariaa 
monogram forming ar. Arian legend on three 
sides, Mahdrdjasa trddatasa Hipastratasa, 

6. DM 8. Dichalkon. Plate XIII., Fig. 10. Author, 
181 grs. Thomas, No. 4. 

Obv. — Draped figure of Apollo standing to right, holding 
an arrow with both hands. Greek legend on 
three sides as on No. 4. 

Bev, — ^Tripod, with Greek and Arian monograms forming 
Apt and ar, as on No. 4. Arian legend on three 
sides, as on No. 4. 

5a. O M 18. Trichalkon, £. I. Mus., from General Abbott, 
250 grs. 

Types and legends as on No. 5. 

6. D M 8- Plate XIII., Fig. 11. Author, 93 grs. 
Thomas, No. 5. 

Obv. — Zeus seated on throne half turned to left, and 
holding out a wreath in his right hand. Legend 
on three sides as on No. 4. 

Bev, — ^Horse walking to left, surrounded by a square at 
astragalus beads. In field to left variant form of 
No. 46 monogram, forming ortospana, Arian 
legend on three sides, Mahdrdjasa tradatasa 
jayantasa Hipaatratasa. Here again the word 
jayanta$a, or the '' victorious," has no equivalent 
in the Greek legend of the obverse. 

- N.B.-^General Fox possesses a laige copper coin of the 
same types. 

VOL. XII. N.s. z 
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ARTEMIDORUS, Aniketos. 

1. O iR 10. Didrachnum. Plate XIV., Fig. 1. Author, 
128 grs. Uniqae. 

Obv. — ^Bare diademed head of king to right, with chlamys 
on the shoulders. Circular Greek legend, BASI- 
AEOa ANIKHTOY APTEMIAOPOY. 

Bev. — ^Draped figure of Artemis to left, with quiver at her 
hack, and drawing her how. In field to left, 
No. 119 monogram. Circular Arian legend, 
Mahdrdjasa apadihatasa Artemidorasa, 

2. O At 6. Hemidrachma. Plate XIY., Fig. 2. Author, 

86 grs. Unique. 

Ohv, — Helmeted and diademed head of the king to right, 
with chlamys on the shoulders. Circular Greek 
legend as on No. 1. 

Bev, — ^Draped figure of Artemis drawing a bow, as on 
No. 1, with the same monogram and Arian 
legend. 

8. O ^ 6. Hemidrachma. Plate XIV., Fig. 8. Author, 

87 gxs. Unique. From the late Mr. Brereton. 

Ohv. — Bare diademed head of king to right, with chlamys 
on the shoulders. Circular Greek legend as on 
No. 1. 

B£v, — Winged figure of Victory to right, holding out It 
wreath in her right hand, and carrying a palm- 
branch in her left. In field to right No. 120 
monogram, forming APTEMI, perhaps for some 
town named ArtemisiaSy or Artemita, in honour 
of the goddess, whose name is borne by the 

king. Circular Aiian legend as on No. 1. 

# 

4. D iE 8. Dichalkon. Plate XIV., Fig. 4. Author. Very 
rare. Thomas, No. 2. 

Obv. — Draped figure of Artemis to the front, holding a 
bow in her left hand, and drawing an arrow from 
the quiver at her back with the right hand. 
Greek legend on three sides as on No. 1. 

Bev, — Humped Indian bull to right. In field below No. 68 
monogram of Demetrias. Arian legend on three 
sides as on No. 1. 
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AP0LL0PHANE8, Soter. 

1. O -^ 6. Hemidrachma. Plate XIV., Fig. 6. Author, 
87 grs. Five specimens of which ar^ now in the Brit. Mas. 

Obv. — ^Hebneted and diademed head of king to right, with 
chlamys on the shoulders. Circular Greek le- 
gend BASIAEQS SOTHPOS AnOAAO<&ANOY. 

Rev, — ^Figure of Athene Promaehos to left, with aegis on 
left arm, and thunderbolt in upraised right hand. 
In field to right No. 142 Greek monogram, 
forming EYBY, for Euthydemia, and to left the 
Arian letter hi. Circular Arian legend, Mahdrd- 
jasa tradatasa Apuluphanasa. 

TELEPHUS, EUBRGETES. 

1. 0^7. Hemidrackma. Plata XIV., Fig. 6. [EUiot 
collect]. Bodleian Library, Oxford. Unique. Thomas, No. 1. 

Obv, — Giant (? Scythes) with snaky legs to front. Cir- 
cular Greek legend, BASLAEOS EYEPPETOY 
THAE<t>OY. 

Rev, — ^Tw^o draped figures of Helios and Selene standing 
to the front, the former crowned with the solar 
rays, the latter with the lunar crescent.' In field 
to right a variant form of No. 77 monogram, 
perhaps forming FAZAKAS, the Gazaka of 
Ptolemy, and the Oazos of Dionysius, which I 
have identified with Ghazni. Circular Arian 
legend, Mahdrajasa kaldna-kramasa Teliphasa. 

N.B. — The late Mr. Brereton told me that he had seen a 
didrachmon of Telephus in the possession of a Kabul Jew at 
Attok. 

HERM^US, Soter. 

1. O ^ 10. Didrachmon. Plate XIV., Fig. 7. Author, 
145 grs. Thomas, No. 1. 

06v. — ^Bare diademed head of king to right, with chlamys 
on the shoulders. Circular Greek legend, BASI- 
AEOS 20THP0S EPMAIOY. 

Rev, — The Olympian Zeus seated on throne half turned to 
left, holding a sceptre in his left hand, and 
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extending big right band to the front. In field 
to left No. 100 monogram. Circnlar Arian 
legend, Mahdrc^asa tradatata HermayoMa. 

la. 0^7. Hemidrachma. Author, 81 to 86 grs. Tho- 
mas, No. la. Common. 

TypoB and legends as on No. 1. Monognuns varions. 

2. O ^ 10. Didrachmon. Plate XIY., Fig. 8. Author, 
158 grs. Unique. 

Obv, — Helmeted and diademed head of the king to right, 
with chlamys on the shoulders. Circular Greek 
legend as on No. 1: 

Rev. — The Ol3rmpian Zeus seated as on No. 1. In field 
monogram No. 100, for Demetrias. Circular 
Arian legend as on No. 1. 

2a. O'fi 6. Hemidraehma. Author, 81 grs. tJnique. 

Types and legends as on No. 2, with No. 189 monogram, 
forming Ophiana, 

8. 0-^7. Hemidrachma. Author. Unique. From the 
Bonipat find. 

Obv. — King on horseback galloping to right. Circular 
Greek legend as on No. 1. 

Rev. — ^The Olympian Zeus seated as on No. 1. In field 
to right No. 58 monogram, forming Demetrias, 
Circnlar Arian legend as on No. 1. 



HEHM^US AND KALLIOPE. 

4. O '^ 7. Hemidraehma. Plate XIY., Fig. 9. Author, 
86 grs. Thomas, No. 2. 

Obv. — ^Bare diademed heads of king and queen to right, 
with drapery on the shoulders. Circnlar Greek 
legend, BASI/VEOS SQTHPOS EPMAIOY KAI 
KAAAIOUHS. 

Rev. — ^Helmeted figure of king on horseback galloping to 
right. In field below No. 189 monogram. Cir- 
cular Arian legend, Mahdrajasa tradatasa Her- 
mayasa Kaliyapaya, 
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6. a JB 5. Lepum. Pkie XIT., Fig. 10. Author, 27 grs. 
Unique. 

Obv. — ^Eing on horseback galloping to right. 

Bev. — ^No type, but in the middle of the field the Greek 
letters AIOY, which I take to be the latter 
half of the name of HermflBns. 

e. OM 10. Dichalkon. Plate XIV., Fig. 11. Author, 
148 grs. Common. Thomas, No. 8. 

Ohv, — Bare diademed head of king to right, with chlamys 
on the shoulders. Circular G-reek legend, BA2I- 
AE02 SOTHPOS EPMAIOY. 

Jf2^. — The Olympian Zeus seated as on the silver coins. 
In field to left No. 46 monogram, forming Qrto- 
spana. Circular Arian legend, Mahdrdjasa trccdar 
taaa Hermayasa, 

6a. O M 6. Lepton. Author, 88 tind 84 grs. 
Types and legends as on No. 5. 

7. D ^ 8. Dichalkon. Plate XIV., Fig. 12. Author, 
125 grs. Bare. Thomas, No. 4. 

Obo. — Bearded head of king to right, covered with a rayed 
tiara, his shoulders clad with the chlamys. 
Greek legend on three sides as on No. 6. 

Rev, — Horse standing to right, with right fore-leg raised. 
Arian legend on tibree sides as on No. 6. 

8. D ^ 10. Dickalk&n. Plate XIV., Fig. 18. Author, 
181 and 188 grs. Bare. Thomas, No. 4a. 

Obv.' — Bearded head of king, covered with a lofiiy tiara. 
Greek legend on three sides as on No. 6. 

Rev, — Horse standing with right fore-leg raised, as on 
No. 7. Arian legend on three sides as on No. 6. 

9. OM8. Chalkom, Plate XIV., Fig. 14. Author, 70 
to 90 grs. Of rude fabric. 

Obv. — ^Bare diademed head of king to right with chlamys 
on the shoulders. Circular Greek legend, blun- 
dered, BASIAE02 STHPOS SY EPMAIOY. 

Rev. — The Olympian Zeus seated as on the silver coins. 
Circular Arian legend, Mdkdrajasa mahaiasa 
Heimayaea, 



\ 
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N.B. — On these coins the Arian legend presents the title 
of nuihaUua, the " great,*' instead of the usual tradatcua, the 
« preserver." One coin gives the name of Hermaasay and on 
the ohverse I think that I can trace the lofty title of BAEI- 
AEUJN BAUAfiOJE. 

10. OM7. Chaikoxu. Plate XIV., Fig. 15. Author, 
60 grs. Bare. 

Ohv. — ^Bare diademed head of king to right, of rude ex- 
ecution. Circular Greek legend, with STHPOS 
SY, as on No. 9. 

Bev, — ^Winged figure of Victory to left, holding out a 
wreath in her right hand. Circular Arian legend, 
Mahdrdjasa rdjardjasa mahatasa Hermayasa. 

N.B. — On some specimens the lofty title of ** king of kings *' 
is expressed hy Mahdrdyasa rayadirayasa. 

10a. O M b. LepUm. Author, 28 to 85 grs. Bare. 
Types and legends as on No. 10. 

11. O -as 9. DichaUcon. Plate XIV., Fig. 16. Author, 
185 grs. Common. Thomas, No. 1. Su-Hermceus. 

Obv, — ^Bare diademed head of king to right, with chlam3rs 
on the shoulders. Circular Greek legend, blun- 
dered, with 2THP0S SY, as on No. 9. 

Eev. — Herakles standing to the front, with the skin of the 
NemsBan lion on his left arm, and his right hand 
holding a club, which rests on the ground. Cir- 
cular Arian legend, Kujula Kasasa Yavugcua 
dJiranuUhidasa, 

N.B. — ^This last coin of the Greek kings of India, which bears 
the name of Hernueus, with blundered Greek title on the 
obverse, presents an entirely new legend on the reverse, which 
has no connection with the Greek legend. On the reverse we 
find the name and titles of the great Scythian conqueror, Kujula 
Kasa, the leader of the Kushan tribe. The name of the Greek 
king on the obverse was afterwards dropped, and that of his 
Scythian conqueror takes its place in barbarous Greek, as 
KOZOYAO KAA43IZOY, which on other specimens of different 
type is modified to KOZOAA KAAA4i€C, with the title of 
ZAOOY, in the Greek legend, and to Kuyula Kaphsa, lyith the 
title of YaiUiy in the Arian legend. The Greek form of ZAOOY, 
which has hitherto been always misread as ZA0OY, is, there- 
fore, an attempt to transliterate the native title of Yavug, or 
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Yaii. Professor Dowson reads Yarug and Yaiif and suggests 
that " the two words are probably only different ways of 
expressing some foreign title. ^ He notes also that the guttu- 
rals are frequently omitted, as in dhamiasa for dhamikasa — ^to 
which I may add mahata and mahataka, Yavug^ by dropping 
the guttural, will become Yavuj which is really the same as 
Yaii, for which the Greek ZAOOY is a very close rendering. 

Amyntas, Ntkator. 
B.C. 140—138. 

The coins of Amyntas are exceedingly rare, only twenty- 
six specimens being known to me, of which five are in ray 
own cabinet* There are only three distinct types; but 
there are several different styles of head-dress, as the 
Macedonian kaima, the common helmet, and two va- 
rieties of Oriental tiara. From the Macedonian cap, as 
well as from his Macedonian name, I infer that he must 
have been connected with the family of Lysias and 
Antialkidas. I suppose him to have been the son of the 
latter prince, and that he may have been employed during 
the reign of Menander as a tributary governor. On the 
death of that great king, amid the general scramble for 
power, Amyntas must have kept his hold on Kslbul, where 
he probably reigned for one or two years, from b.c. 140 
to 138. 

This assignment is partially borne out by the monograms 
on his coins, among which there are Nikaia or E&bul 
(No. 65), and Ophiana or Alexandria (No. 139). The 
find-spots of his coins also point to the K&bul valley as 
the seat of his power. But the strong argument in favour 
of Kabul, is the fact that the chief type of Zeus, as well as 
the two curious Oriental head-dresses of his coins, are found 

^ Boyal Asiatic Society's Journal, xx., p. 240. 
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repeated on those of his successor^ Hermseus^ whose seat 
of power was undoubtedly K&bul itself^ and Jalalabad. 

The type of Athene Fromachos^ which is found on the 
unique didrachmon in the British Museum^ is precisely 
the same as that on the coins of Menanderi his immediate 
predecessor. On all of his six hemidrachms, we find but 
one type^ that of the seated Olympian Zeus^ which is 
copied from the coins of Antialkidas^ his presumed father.^ 
A similar figure is found on the coins of HermsBus^ which 
the learned Raoul Rochette believed to have been copied 
from the coins of Alexander 11.^ Zebina^ of Syria^ who 
reigned from b.c. 129 to 123. He argues that this par- 
ticular representation of the god^ seated on a high-backed 
throne^ was taken from the colossal statue of the Olympic 
Zeus at Antioch; and^ as its first appearance on the 
Syrian money took place under Alexander Zebina^. thi^ 
type must have preceded that on the coins of thei 
Greek kings of Bactriana.4 But^ as we have already seen 
this same figure on the coins of Antialkidas^ who> according 
to all inquirers^ reigned many years before Alexander II.: 
of Syria, and whom R. Rochette himself places im-, 

mediately after Eukratides,^ we must altogether discard 

« 

« See PL 8, Figs. 6, 6, 7, 8, and 9. 

^ Jonmal des Savants, Oct., 1885, p. 680: — '< En effet, ce 
type est manifestement imite de celoi des medailles d* Alexan- 
dre II., Zebina, roi de Syrie, qui representent Jupiter ^ aasis swr^ 
un siege a jour ^ avee dossier ; et cette maniere de representer le 
dieu supreme, dont le colosse d'ar et d'ivoire forinait le prin- 
cipal omement d'Antioche, est, sur la monHaie des rois de Syrie, 
line innovation qui ne s'est ni montree avant le regne Alex- 
{indre II., ni reproduite depais; et dontTusage, en consequence, 
renferme entre les annees 129 et 123 avant notre ere, doit avoir 

S recede Timitation qui se fit de ce t3rp6 sor la monnaie Grecque 
es rois de la Bactriane." 
^Journal des Savants, Mars, 1836, p. 133: — '* Je me crois 
done maintenant pleinement autorise a placer la regne d'Antial- 
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this idea of imitation of the Syrian coinage^ and its conse- 
quent value in fixing the chronology of the Greek kings 
of Bactria and India. 

Wilson, curiously enough, repeats this suggestion of R. 
Bochette, and calls the high-backed chair on the coins of 
HermaeuB " a piece of furniture first observable on the 
coins of Alexander Zebina of Syria, who died in b.c. 123,^^ • 
although he has given engravings of two coins of Antial* 
kidas, the type of which he describes as ^' Jupiter seated 
in a chair with a high back,'' while he assigns Antialkidas 
to B.C. 135.^ I have already shown how this partiality for 
regarding the types of the Bactro- Grecian and Indo- 
Grecian coins as imitations of the Syrian money had 
misled the learned French author in the case of the Pallas 
Athene found on the coins of the Bactrian Demetrius, 
which he suggested was copied from the money of the 
kings of Kappadokia, and, more especially^ from the coins 
of Antiochus IX. and Seleukus VI. of Syria, a position 
which is quite untenable, as the whole of these princes 
were posterior to Demetrius of Bactria. I have considered 
it necessary to discuss this point fully, because, if we 
accept B. Bochette's conclusions, we must assign not only 

kides a pen de distance de celui d'Eucratide II. .... . et, si 

je ne me trompe, il diit occnper, dans la succession des princes 
qui gardaient la frontiere septentrionale de la Baetriane, le rang 
qui vient immediatement apres Philoxene." Lassen places An- 
fialkides in B.C. 150 — 140 ; Wilson, in b.o. 186. 

' Ariana Antiqaa, p. 292. 

^ Ariana Antiqaa, p. 277, and pi. ii., figs. 11 and 12. Wil- 
son has committed another mistake of a similar kind, in sap- 
posing that Hie double portrait of Hermteas and Ealliope was a 
novelty, which might *' have been suggested hy the heads of 
Cleopatra and Antiochus YIII. of Syria, b.o. 125 (Ar. Ant.^ 
p. 292) while in pi. xxi., fig. 7, he has given an engraving of 
the beautiful tetradrachm of Enkratid«s, with the heads of his 
father and mother, Heliokles and Laodike, on the opposite side* 

VOL. XII. N.S. A A 
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Hermseus^ but also Amyntas and Antialkidas to a date 
somewhat later than 129 B.C. 

On the copper coins of Amyntas the sole type is that 
of Pallas Athene^ armed with helmet^ spear^ and buckler^ 
moving to the left, and holding out her right hand.* 
Wilson suggests some affinity with the Pallas on the coins 
of Demetrius ; but both the position and the action are 
different. The type was probably original on the coins of 
Amyntas, from which it appears to have been afterwards 
copied on the money of the Indo- Scythian princes, 
Yonones and Azas. 

Tlie place which I have assigned to Amyntas, following 
Menander, and immediately preceding Hermseus, is, I 
think, fully established by the two peculiar head-dresses 
on his copper coins, both of which appear again on the 
square copper coins of Hermseus, and are found only on 
the coins of these two princes. Wilson justly describes 
them as belonging to a *' more barbarous period.^' ' One of 
these curious head-dresses is described by Raoul Bochette 
as " une Hare rfcourbee en avant et omie de rayons sur les 
cSiisy The other seems to be of exactly the same shape, 
but without the rays. These curious head-dresses are cer- 
tainly not Greek ; and, as they show an increase of Oriental 
influence, the kings who adopted them must be assigned to 
a late period of the Greek rule in India. The dominions of 
Amyntas I suppose to have been confined to the Kabul 
valley, excluding Pesh&war, which, from the monograms, 
would appear to have belonged to Artemidorus. 



® See B. Boehette*8 description, Journal des Savants, Fev., 
1889, p. 90, and pi. i., fig. 1± 
* Ariana Antiqua, p. 271. 
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HipposTRATUs^ the Great — Sotbr. 

B.C. 140—135. 

. The position of Hippostratus is chiefly determined by 
the find-spots of his coins^ which are limited to the North- 
west and West Panj&b. The coins themselves are not very 
rare, but the copper money is less plentiful than the silver. 
Altogether, I have seen just sixty specimens, of which up- 
wards of twenty are in my own cabinet. The monograms 
are confined to three varieties of equally common occur- 
rence, not one of which, however, can be assigned with 
certainty to any particular city. No. 110 monogram may 
be read as Taxila ; No. 48 as Kaspeira, or Mnlt&n ; and 
No. 116, which forms APT, is probably intended for 
Artoarta, as it is always accompanied by the Arian letter 
a on the same face of the coin. The city of Artoarta is 
mentioned by Ptolemy, who places it immediately to the 
west of the Indus. According to all these indications, I 
infer that Hippostratus must have ruled over the Panj&b. 
By the style and fabric of his coins, as well as by the 
types of Apollo and his tripod, on both round and square 
coins, Hippostratus claims a t^lose connection with Apol* 
lodotus. The adoption of the title of Great points in the 
same direction. Hippostratus was probably the son of 
Apollodotus, and we may suppose that he saved himself 
hj becoming a tributary governor under Menander, when 
other members of his family were reduced. The type of 
the galloping horseman shows a connection with the 
princes of the hostile family of Antialkidas and Lysias, 
perhaps referring to his own marriage, which might have 
united the interests of the two rival families during the 
supremacy of Menander. The type of the Olympian Zeus, 



176 NUMISMATIC CHBONICLB. 

which is copied from the coins of Antialkidas^ not im- 
probably refers to the same connection. 

The silver coins of Hippostratus are more common than 
the copper ; but they are not numerous. I would there- 
fore limit his reign to four or fiye years, and assign him 
to the period between 140 and 135 b.c. 



A&TBMIDO&US, AnIKKTOS. 

B.C. 140—188. 

Of this ephemeral prince, whose coins known to me are 
limited to seven specimens, I have little to say. I got the 
first of his coins in Kashmir, in 1848, and I have since 
obtained four others from Fesh&war and the North-west 
Fanj&b. One of them is a didrachmon, the whole style 
and fabric of which are so like those of Menander's coins^ 
that I am very strongly inclined to believe him to have 
been the son and successor of that powerful and popular 
prince. Of the seven coins known to me, three of silver 
and one of copper are now in my own collection ; and the 
original copper coin which I got in Kashmir is now in the 
Bodleian Library at Oxford. Two of the silver coins bear 
the figure of Artemis on the reverse, in evident allusion 
to the king's name. The third silver coin gives the figure 
of Victory, which is so uncommon on the silver money of 
these Indo-Grecian kings, that I know of but one other 
example, on a recently acquired unique hemidrachma of 
Menander. As this coin bears the title of Dikaios, it 
must have been struck towards the end of his reign ; and 
the adoption of the type by Artemidorus, offers another 
point of connection with Menander, besides the general 
style and fabric of the coins. 
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The monograms are limited to three^ of which one is 
an obvious compound of Artamita or Artemisiaa (see 
No. 120). A second^ No. 119, is not resolvable; but the 
third, which is found on all the four copper coins, is the 
well-known monogram of Demetrias, No. 68, which was 
most probably the Greek name of the city of Peukelaotis, 
to the north of Fesh&war. Both the monograms and the 
find-spots of the coins thus agree in showing that Artemi- 
dorus must have ruled over the Lower Kabul valley, of 
which some city represented by No. 58 monogram was 
the capital. 

On the death of Menander I suppose that Artemidorus, 
his presumed son, may have succeeded to this central 
portion of his wide dominions, while the western territory 
of Kabul was seized by Amyntas, the Eastern Panj&b by 
ApoUophanes, and all the North and North-west Panj&b 
by Hippostratus. As the coins of Artemidorus are 
exceedingly rare, his rule cannot have extended beyond one 
or two years. I suppose him therefore to have reigned 
over the Pesh&war valley for a short time immediately 
after the death of Menander, or from b.c. 140 to 138. 

Apollophanes, Sotbr. 
B.C. 140. 

It is difficult to say anything regarding a prince who is 
only known to us from five coins, all of the same type. 
These five coins I procured in the Panjab, together with 
several rude coins of Straton I. and Straton II. of the 
same type. As these rude coins of Straton I. bear the 
same monogram as those of ApoUophanes, they must 
have been minted at the same place. This monogram 
(No. 142) I read as Euthydemia or Sanyala, which was 
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the capital of the Eastern Pauj4b. The coins of ApoUo- 
phanes preserve tlie full weight of the Indo-Grecian 
hemidrachmSj two of the five weighing 37 grains each, 
but the metal is base, and the execution barbarous. I 
may hazard the suggestion that this prince must have 
belonged to the family of Straton and Menander, and 
that he held the Eastern Panj&b for a short time just 
before the final extinction of the Greek dominion in 
India. This may have been in 140 B.C., immediately 
after the death of Menander, or perhaps as late as 
135 B.C., after the death of Hippostratus. The rule of 
ApoUophanes I suppose to have been brought to a close 
by the increasing power of the native princes, rather than 
by the hostility of his own countrymen. 

Telephus, Euerqetes. 
B.C. 135. 

A single silver coin of this prince was obtained towards 
the close of the Afghan campaign in 1841, which is now 
in the Bodleian Library at Oxford. Its strange types 
offer nothing whatever to guide us in assigning him a 
position either in time or place, and its single monogram 
is not found on the coins of any other Greek prince. 
But as the coin itself is of inferior workmanship, Telephus 
must be placed towards the close of the Greek rule. I 
Ehould therefore assign him to the year b.c. 135, imme- 
diately after Hippostratus, when he may have ruled either 
in Peshftwar, or in the North-west Panj&b, for a few 
months before he was subdued by Hermseus. 

The type of the giant with the snaky legs may possibly 
refer to Scythes, the son of Herakles and Echidna accord- 
ing to Herodotus, or of Zeus and Echidna according to 
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Diodorus^ who was the eponymous hero of the Scythian 
nations.^® If this supposition is correct, the type would 
show some connection with the Scythians. The mother 
of Telephus may perhaps have been a Scythian princess, 
and the type would thus refer to his Scythian descent. 

Herm^us, Soter. 

B.c. 138—120. 

The coins of Hermans were found in such numbers at 
Begr&m by Masson, that he concluded there must have 
been no less than three different kings of that name.** To 
the first he assigned the coins given in PI. XIV., Fig. 1 1 ; 
to the second, Fig. 15 ; and to the third, Fig. 16. But this 
opinion was justly objected to by both R. Rochette and 
Lassen.ia The conclusion which the former experienced 
and judicious Numismatist drew from the same facts was, 
'^ that a prince of the name of Hermseus, after Apollo- 
dotus, ruled the country of which Nysa was the capital ; 
and that his reign, judging from the quantity of his 
money, must have been a long one; and that it lasted 
until the Scythian occupation of Bactriana.^^ From the 
description of the three different coins already given, it 
will be seen that the first and second belong to a single 
king, Hermaeus Soter, and that the third class bears two 
names, that of Hermseus Soter in the Greek legend, and 
of Kvjula Kadphizes in the Arian legend. This joint 
appearance of the names of a Greek and a Scythian ruler 
on the same coin offers a convincing proof that Hermaeus 
must have been the last of the Indo-Grecian princes, 

*o Herodotus, iv., 9, 10. Diodorus, ii., 48. 

11 Bengal Asiatic Society's Journal, 1834, p. 167. 

12 Journal des Savants, April, 1868, p. 194. 
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and that Kujula Kadphizes roust have been the Scythian 
prince who subverted the Greek dominion in India. 
This conclusion is definitely proved by the final dis- 
appearance of the name of HermsBus from the coinage^ 
its place being taken by that of the Scythian conqueror 
Kvjula Kadphizes in the Greek legend without any 
alteration of the types. 

The coins of Hermseus^ which are found in such 
numbers in the Kabul valley^ are much less common to 
the east of the Indus^ and there the find-spots are limited 
to the north-west portion of the Panj&b. The mono- 
grams are very varied, there being no less than twenty 
different kinds on eighty coins which I have examined. 
But of this number no less than twenty- five specimens 
bear No. 48 monogram of Ortospana ; eight bear No. 
139 of Ophiana (all these are Kalliope coins); six bear 
No. 41, of which the reading is doubtful; five bear No. 
58 of Demetrias ; five bear the letters MO, or a combina- 
tion of them j three bear No. 128 ; and two bear No. 129 
monogram. The last three I read conjecturally as MOYA 
for Multdn in the Southern Panj&b, but all the other 
places shown by the monograms are in the K&bul valley. 

The types of the coins of Hermseus are few, and offer 
no novelties. The most important coin is the hemi- 
drachma with the portraits of himself and his queen, 
Kalliope, as I understand it to refer to a royal alliance. 
Hermseus himself I suppose to have been the brother of 
Amyntas, whom he succeeded on the throne of Kslbul about 
B.C. 138. The seated Zeus of Olympus, as well as the 
two curious head-dresses on the coins of Hermseus, are 
undoubted copies of the coins of Amyntas, but the 
proof of relationship will not be complete until we obtain 
a coin of Hermseus with the Macedonia Katisia. Kalliope 
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may have been the daughter of Menander or Hippo- 
stratus^ or even, of Amyntas ; and perhaps the type of the 
horseman^ which is found on all her coins, points to her 
connection with the Macedonian dynasty of Antialkidas. 
But the horseman is also found on the obverse of a single 
hemidrachma of Hermans himself, which I have lately 
obtained from the Sonipat find 

The coins of Hermseus, as already stated, are of three 
distinct kinds :■— 1, pure Greek, of good workmanship, with 
either the Olympic Zeus, or a horse on the reverse ; 2, rude 
copper coins, with either the seated Zeus or Victory on the 
reverse, and the Greek legend of the obverse invariably 
blundered, oflFering 2THP0S SY instead of SOTHPOS, but 
with the Arian legend perfect ; 3, boldly executed coinn 
with the same blunder in the Greek legend, but on the 
reverse, a standing figure of Herakles, with the name and 
titles of the Scythian Prince Kujula Kadphizei in the 
Arian legend. 

The last class is of special interest and importance, as 
it reveals to us not only the name and title of the Scythian 
conqueror, but also the name of his tribe. By comparing 
the two legends of these last coins, we find that the 
conqueror was named KOZOAA KAAA^EC, or KOZOYAO 
KAA^IZHO in Greek, that his title was jZAOOY, and his 
tribe the KOPANO. The Greek ZAOOY, or Zawu, is re- 
presented in the Arian legend in two slightly different 
ways, as Yau and Yaug, or Yavugy which is evidently the 
the same title as ShoQ-wu, which the Chinese gave to all 
kings who were descendants of the great Scythian ruler 
named Wen.^ This title of SJiao or Zao, was afterwards 

changed to Bao, PAO, by Kanishka and his successors, in 

■ » — - ..1 , 1..- ■ ■'■■ ■ ■' ' . ■. ' ■ .,11. .1.1 1. ■ 

^ Bemosaty <*Nouv6aax Melanges ABiati(][a£S,*' torn. i.» pp. 
203, 219, and 227. 
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conformity with a peculiar law of the Tarki dialect, which 
changes an initial «A or z to r. The tribal name of 
KOPANO is represented in the Arian legends of the coins by 
Kuihdn and Khuahdn, and in the inscriptions by Gnshdn. 
Here, therefore, we have the same change from shioria 
the middle of a word, although the rule, as laid down in 
books, is limited to these letters when they are initial^* 
We thus learn from the coins that the Greek dominion 
in India was overthrown by a Scythian chief named 
Kujula KadphizeM, who was the Zau or Shoo of the 
Kushdn tribe. Now, turning to the Chinese authorities, 
we find that sometime before the Christian era, the chief 
of the Kuei'Bhwang tribe of the great Yuchi, named 
KhiU'triu-ki, subjected the other four tribes of the nation, 
and assuming the title of '' King of the Kuei-sJmang, or 
Kfuhdny conquered Kaofu^ Kipiu, BndHantha, or Ophiana, 
Kophene, and Parthia.^^ 

This account is confirmed by the few notices of classical 
authors regarding the overthrow of the Greek dominion 
in Bactria, and the name of the ruling tribe of Scythians 
who caused its downfall. From Trogus we learn that 
Bactria and Sogdiana were occupied by the Scythian 
tribes of Sarancm (read Sarauca to agree with Strabo's 
Safforauka) and Asiani ; and, afterwards, that the Anani 
gave kings to the Tochari, and overthrew the Sarducfue,^^ 
for whom I believe that we must again read Saraucm 

^^ That this law was actually extended to these same letters 
in the middle of words we learn from the Greek forms of 
KANHPKE and OOHPKE, which correspond with Kanishka 
and Hurishka of the inscriptions. 

^^ Bemnsaty ** Nonveanx Melanges Asiatiqnes/' i«, 222, 
w Trogi Pomp. Prolog., c. 41 : — " Scythicsa gentes Saranosa et 
Asiani Bactra occnpavere et Sogdianos ;'' c. 42 : '< AdditsB res 
Scythicse, reges Thocarorum Asiani, interitusque Sardncharnm.** 
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or Sagarauka. Here the Anani are evidently the 
Kushdn tribe^ who gave kings to the whole nation of 
the YtAcki, or Tochari, and subdued Kaofu and Kipiu. 
The war with the Farthians is confirmed by the classical 
accounts of the death of Phraates II. (Arsakes YII.) 
in battle with the Scythians in b.c. 126^ and of the 
death of his successor^ Artabanus 11.^ in battle with the 
Thogarii in b.c. 123.^^ In these^ Tfiogarii, we have the 
Tochari, and we thus learn that the Tochari or YucM, 
had actually come into conflict with the Farthians before 
the death or deposal of Hermasus. 

In the Chinese Khiu-tsiU'kif the conqueror of Kophene 
and Parthia^ I recognise Kujula Kadphizea of the coins^ 
the overthrower of the Greek dominion in the Kabul 
valley^ ietnd the successful leader of the Thogarii or Tochari 
against Phraates and Artabanus of Parthia. According 
to the Chinese authorities^ these events took place about 
one hundred years after the embassy of Chang-kian to the 
Yuchi^ which dates from B.C. 139 to 126^ or perhaps from 
their first settlement in Bactria^ after the death of their 
king^ Lao-shang^ which took place in b.c 163. KhieU'* 
tnU'ki died at eighty-four years of age^ and his son^ 
Yen-kaO'Ching, extended his conquests far into India, to- 
wards the south and east. If we allow forty or fifty years 
to the reign of the long-lived father, the reign of the son 
may be fixed at from b.c. 80 to 60, or just one hundred 
years after the first occupation of Bactria by the Yuchi. 
Or, if we must accept the embassy of Chang-kian as the 
starting point, I would take the year b.c. 139, in which 
he left China, and curtail the vague number of ^* about 
one hundred years '* to seventy-five or eighty years, and 

1^ Justiniy zlii. 1, 2. 
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thus bring the Chinese date into accoifd with that derived 
from the classical authorities, by referring to the conquests 
of Yen-kao-ching in India, about b.c« 60. 

My view of the career of Hermsus may be summed up 
as follows : — He was most probably the brother of Amyntas^ 
and succeeded him on the throne of Kabul about B.C. 138. 
By his marriage with the Princess Kalliope, he must have 
increased his power, and perhaps also his dominions. To 
this marriage I would assign the acquisition of the Lower 
Kabul yaliey, with its capital Demetrias. About b.c. 135, 
he probably took advantage of the death of Hippostratus 
to extend his rule into the Panjftb, and to add the rich 
city of Taxila to his kingdom. His dominions would then 
have stretched from Kabul on the west, to the Hydaspes 
on the east, and to Gbazni and Multan on the south. For 
some years he probably ruled in peace, until about b.c 
128, when the Su, or Saka Scythians, under Vonones and 
Moos, being driven from Bactria towards the south, took 
possession of Kabul and Ghazni. I suppose that Hermseus 
may then have appUed for aid to their powerful enemy, 
the leader of the Tochari, on whose advance the Sahas, or 
Sac(B retired to the south and east, where they established 
several petty kingdoms ^ under Vonones and his relatives 
in Ghazni and Kandah&r, and under Moas in the Panj&b. 
To this period I refer the ruder coins of late date, (PI. 
XIY., Fig. 14), on which the equivalent of the Greek title 
of Soter is omitted in the Arian legend of the reverse, and 
also those shown in PI. XIY., Fig. 15, with the type of 
Victory, and the sounding title of '' great king of kings,'' 

1® Bemusat, *' Nonveaux Melanges Asiatiques," i., 205: — <' Le 
roi des Sdi {Sakas or Soccb) vint an midi demeurer dans le Kipin 
(Kophene). Les tribus des Sai se diviserent et se disperserent 
de maniere a former 9a et Ik diferens royaumes." 
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which was employed only in the Arian legends of this new 
money for the benefit of his native subjects. 

From this time^ about B.C. 126^ I suppose Herinseus to 
have been a mere pageant king^ under the protection of 
the great Scythian conqueror^ Kujula Kadphizes, the chief 
of the Kush&n tribe, and leader of the whole nation of 
Yuchi, or Tochari. As the coins with the joint names are 
common^ this state of affairs must have lasted for some 
years^ until it was finally closed either by the death or 
removal of Hermseus^ about b.c. 120.^' 
. Thus ended the Greek dominion in the East, after a 
brief but brilliant career of upwards of one hundred and 
twenty years, from the first establishment of the indepen- 
dent kingdoms of Bactriana, Ariana, and India, by Diodotus 
and his contemporaries, Pantaleon and Antimachus. But, 
though the political power of the Greeks had thus gone 
for ever, yet the far greater power of intellect and civilisa- 
tion still remained with the Hellenized subjects of the 
Scythian kings. Their influence was shown by the adop- 
tion of the Greek religion and the Greek language by 
Yonones and Moas and their successors, as well as by the 
great conqueror, Kujula Kadphizes, and his successors. 
So deeply rooted was this influence of a superior civilisation, 
that the Greek alphabet and language were still employed 
by the Scythian chiefs, Kanishka Huvishka and Ydsu 
Deva, more than a century after the complete extinction 
of the Greek kingdom of Hermseus. 



^^ In the Hindu Paranas the doraiion of the Yavana, or Greek 
role, in India, is said to have been eighty-two years. If we 
reckon this number back from 120 or 126 b.o. we obtain from 
202 to 208 B.C. for the Indian conquests of Demetrius during 
the lifetime of his father, Euthydemus. Perhaps the same 
thing is intended by Ferishta in the length of reign, ninety 
years, assigned to Jona (or Yavana) Baja, one of the successors 
of Sansarchand, or Chandragupta. 
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ON A HOABD OP ENGLISH GOLD COINS FOUND AT 

ST. ALBAN'S, 

WITH BOMB BEHABKS ON THE EABLT OOINB OF EDWABD VI. 

The twenty-nine gold coins of which a list is given below 

have been kindly submitted to me by the Earl of Yerulam 

for examination. They were found upon his property at 

St. Michael's^ St. Alban's^ buried in the ground beneath 

the floor of an old house^ which has been demolished for 

the purpose of building another on the site. As will be 

seen^ the latest in date of the coins is a half-sovereign of 

Elizabeth^ with the cross-crosslet mint-mark^ which was in 

use during a portion of the first three years of her reign^ 

and is thought to denote a period about 1559-60. The 

coins were therefore probably deposited soon after that 

date^ though judging from the great number of varieties 

in the hoards its original owner had for some few years 

been gathering together this store of money^ adding to it 

perhaps some three or four pieces at a time. 

The coins themselves present some features of interest^ 
but before remarking upon them it is desirable to give a 
detailed list of the whole^ which is as follows : — 
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HENRY Vin. 
Angels. 
Type, Euding, PI. v., No. 6; Snelling, PL ii., No. 18. 

1. ojv.— iiSHEia; vin i di ^ enn' x egcx + t^gl' x z x 

PR' ^^ m.m. tower. Perforated in o. 

^w.—PGCE ^ afivas' ^ TV7\: % s^iVT^ x nos X xpa'$ 

EGCDGC*. m.m. tower. 79 grs. 
2. Obv. — As No. 1, but P* only. m.m. tower. Perforated in o. 
Eev.—AB No. 1> but EGCD-f. m.m. tower. 79 grs. 

3. o&v.— riGCREia i vni i dp + gett x egcx + TTGL' X 

Z X PE* qx X, m.m. portcullis. Perforated 

in o. 

5ev.— PGCE X ttEVaS' +TV7T* x STVLVT^ x nOS x XPfiC + 
EGCDGC'. m.m. portcullis. 79 grs. 

Type, Euding, PI. vi.. No. 6. PI. viii., fig. 1. 

4. ohv.^iianma , s x d : 6 i tzgu + pet^ i z x iiib i 

EGCX X ^. m.m. fleur-de-lis. 

^w.— PGCE X aEvaec' x tvt^' x stvlvt^ nos + xpec ^ 

EGCDGC. m.m. fleur-de-Hs. Annulet on ship. 
78i grs. 

5. Obv. — ^As No. 4. m.m. fleur-de-lis. 

jBev.— pecE X aEvaec i tvtv x stzlyti x nos x^, xpgc 

E6CDGC' X. mm. fleur-de-lis. Annulet on ship. 
77i grs. 



Half-soyebeigns. 

• Type, Euding, PI. vi., No. 11. PI. viii., fig. 2, 

1. 06i;.— I^GCNEia I 8 ^ D i 6 i 7^6L' x PET^nai i Z x 
IfLB X E€[X x^* m.m. annulet and pellet 0. 

^6t;.— ir2S i TCYTS i TET^RSISRS A;^ PGCE mGCDP x 
ILLOE' X IBTrr, m.m. annulet and pellet 0. HI 
or S below arms. 96 grs. 
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2. OJv.—The same, but FETTnOCIGC. m.m. annulet P 

Bev.—IRS ^ AVTE '^ TRANSI i PEE mEDI i ILLO i 
IBAT. m.m. pellet in annulet. W, below arms. 
97 grs. Annulet on inner circle, below T and above 
side of crown. 

3. Ohv, — ^As No. 2. m.m. -pellet in annulet. 

^ev.— As No. 1, but SnaDIV i- m.m. ditto. 97 grs. 

4. Ohv, — ^As No. 2. m.m. ditto. 
Bev,—AB No. 1. m.m. ditto. 96 grs. 

6. 06t;.— HENEIO ! 8 : DI '. GBA ! AGL' FEANOIE' Z. 

HIBERNI' EEX. m.m. pellet in annulet. 

^w.—IHS' AVTEM : TEANSIENS : PER : MEDIVM : 
ILLORVM : IBAT. num.Same. Smallletters. HI 
on tablet. 93 grs. 

6. obu.—tiGnmia : 8 i D i 6 i t^gl' FRTcnais x z x f^ib ^ 

B€[X A . m.m. 6. Trefoils in legend. 

^ey.— IHS' . AVTE i TRANSIE ! PER MEDIV' ILLOR i 
IBAT. m.m. S. G! below shield. 98 grs. 

7. Obv, — ^As No, 6. m,m. S. 

Eeu.—iiis : TrvTff i TRTmeians x pgr mGDr illor' 

EBTTT X mm. ff ? G below shield. 93^ grs. 

Half-sovbeeigns. Youthful head. 

Type, Ruding, PI. vi., No. 12 ; Snelling, PL ii., No. 21. 
PI. viii., fig. 3. 

1. Oftv.— HENRIO : 8 DEI . GRA ! AGL ! ERA ! Z . HIB ! REX. 

m.m. E. Throne with plain narrow back. 

Bev.—mS . AVTEM . TRANSIENS . PERMEDI, ILLOR, 
IBAT. m.m. E. Diamonds between words. "EBi 
or W. on tablet. S[ below shield. 96 grs. 

2. Olw.—HENRIO:8.D.G. AGL. FRAN. Z. HIB REXI" 

No m.m. Diamonds between words. 

Eev,—IHB AVTG' TRANSIGN' PGR mGDI' ILLOR' 
IBAT. m.m. S ? Ht on tablet. 91^ grs. 

3. Olw.— HENRIO 18 oD;g;AGL:FRANOI. Z. HIB : REX. 

m.m. a martlet. 

Bev.—IRS' AVTEM TRANSIENS ! PER MEDI ! ILLOR ! 
IBAT. m.m. a martlet. S P on tablet. 95f grs, 
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4. Oftv.— HENEICO; . 8 . DEI . GRA AGL .... HIB' EEX. 

m.m. a martlet (possibly double struck). 

Eev,—IRS : AVT.' TRANSIENS P EE . MEDIV '. ILLO 
^ IBAT. m.m. ditto. 93 grs. 

5. Oftv.— HENEIC 8* D' G' AGL' FEAN:z:HIB' EEX O^O. 

m.m. arrow. Mascles between words. 

Bev.^IRS : AVTE' TEANSIE' . PEE : MEDI ! ILLOE.' 
IBAT. m.m. arrow. I£ on tablet below arms. 
93 grs. 

6. OJv.— HENEIC.8 DEI . GEA' . AGL' . FBA* Z . HIB* . 

EEX. m.m. arrow- Diamonds between words. 

Bev.—IRS . AVTEM . TEANSIENS . PEE . MEDI . 
ILLOE . IBAT. m.m. arrow. BS! on tablet. 91 
grs. Small letters. 

7. Ohv.—^ HENEIO 8 D G ^ ANGL ♦ PEANO-^ E 

HIBEE* EEX ^. m.m. arrow. Mascles between 
words. 

^cv.—IHS AVTEM + TEANSIENS PEE . MEDDTM 
ILLOE' IBAT +. m.m. arrow. EK on tablet. Two 
specimens, 93 and 97 grs. 

8. Gbv. — As No. 7. 

Bev. — As No. 5. 93^ grs. 

9. 06v.— HENEIO . 8 . DEI . GEA' AGL ! FEA . Z . HIB : 

EEX. No m.m. Diamonds between words. 

^ev.—IHS . AVTEM . TEANSIENS . PEE MEDI . 
ILLOE . IBAT. No m.m. Diamonds between 
words. K under shield. Tablet not struck up. 
Three specimens, 93^, 93^, and 87 i grs. 

10. 06v.— HENEIC . 8 . DEI . GEA' . AGL' . FEA' . Z . HIB . 
EEX . m.m. grappling iron. 

JJev.— IHS . AVTE' . TEANSIEN . PEE MEDIV' . ILLO' . 
IBAT . m.m. ditto. Grappling-iron below shield. 
964 grs. 

EDWARD VI. 
Half-sovebeigns. 

Type, Ending, PI. vii.. No. 8 ; Snelling, PI. iii., No. 11. 

I. OJt;.— EDWAED ! VI : D ! G ! AGL .' FEA ! Z : HIB I EEX. 
m.m. Y. Head in profile, crowned- 
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i?«;.— • 8CVTVM e FIDEI 9 PROTEGET EVM 

m.m. T. E E at sides of shield. Boses between 
words. 84 grs. 

2. Ohv, — ^As No. 1. 

Eev. — ^Afl No. 1, but POTEGET. (Possibly double struck.) 
84 grs. 

3. Obv.-^myWARD e YI 9 D G e AGL ERA Z 

HIB BEX 0. m.m. grappling iron. Boses 
between words. 

Bev. — ^AsNo. 1. m.m. grappling book ? 81 grs. 

ELIZABETH. 
Half-soyebeign. 

Type, Buding, PI. x., No. 2; Snelling, PI. iv., No. 12. 

1. O&r.— ELIZABETH • D ! G! ANG .FB : ET .HI . BEGINA. 
mm. cross crosslet. 

iJev.— SOVTVM : PIDEI : PBOTEGET : EAM . m.m. 
ditto. E. B. 84| grs. 

The angels of Henry VIII. would at first sight appear 
to afford little subject of comment. There is, however, a 
peculiarity about them which has, I think, hitherto 
escaped observation, namely, that in addition to the usual 
mint-mark, such as the tower, the portcullis, or the fleur- 
de-lis, there is at the end of the legend, on the obverse, 
what looks like a second mint-mark, in the shape of a 
small annulet. The use and intention of this second mark 
appear to be illustrated by the coins in this hoard, for 
three out of the five are neatly perforated with a small 
hole through the centre of the annulet, and are thus 
adapted for suspension. But why, it will be asked, should 
the coins of this particular class be prepared in this re* 
markable manner for being defaced by having holes bored 
through them? The reason, I would suggest, is that 
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.even in the days of Henry VIII ., as we know to have been 
the case in later days^ the angel was the piece of gold 
hung round the patient^s neck at the time of his receiving 
the royal touch for the king's evil. 

It is said that^ Henry VII. was the first English 
sovereign who established a particular ceremony to be 
used on the occasion of touching, and introduced the 
practice of presenting a small piece of gold. We find 
the custom thus alluded to by Shakspere : ^ — 

Macduff, What's the disease he means ? 

Malcolm, *Tis called the evil ; 

A most miraculous work in this good king ; 
Which often since my here-remain in England 
I have seen him do. How he solicits heaven 
Himself best knows ; but strangely- visited people 
All swoln and ulcerous, pitiful to the eye, 
The mere despair of surgery he cures ; 
Hanguig a golden stamp about their necks, 
Put on with holy prayers ; and 'tis spoken 
To the succeeding royalty he leaves 
The healing benediction." 

How commonly angels were perforated for suspension 
in the time of James I. and Charles I. must be familiar 
to all collectors^ from the difficulty that exists in obtaining 
a specimen without a hole through it. In later reigns^ 
as those of Charles 11.^ James 11.^ and Anne^ angels seem 
to have been expressly coined to serve as touch-pieces. 
Similar pieces were also struck by the Pretender,^ who, 
as James III., was presumed to possess the hereditary 
healing faculty. All these later touch-pieces bear the 
legend SOLI DEO GLORIA, which does not occur on 
any of the angels destined for ordinary circulation. This 

1 See Chambers's " Book of Days," vol. i., p. 83, where 
many interesting particulars on this subject will be found. 
^ Macbeth, Act iv., sc. 8. 
* Num. Chron., vol. ii., p. 127. 
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legend may bear reference to a saying of Queen Elizabeth's^ 
recorded by Fuller : * " Making her progresse into (?fo- 
cestershire^ people affected with this disease did in uncivil 
crowds presse in upon her. Insomuch that her Majestie^ 
betwixt anger^ grief^ and compassion^ let fall words to this 
effect, Alasse poor people , I cannot , I cannot cwre you ; 
it is God alone that can doe it/'* She continued, how- 
erer, the practice of touching for the evil until the day of 
her death. I am not aware of the nature or frequency of 
the ceremony of touching, as in use in the time of Henry 
VII. and Henry VIII., but at later date there was a set 
form of prayer, which was introduced into several editions 
of the English Book of Common Prayer.^ So common 
was the practice, that in the first four years after his 
restoration Charles II. touched nearly 24,000 persons. 
Friday appears to have been the usual day for the pur- 
pose.* Evelyn gives the following account of the cere- 
mony : ^ — '* His Majesty, sitting under his state in the 
Banqueting House, the chirurgeons cause the sick to be 
brought or led up to the throne, where they kneeling, the 
King strokes their faces or cheeks with both his hands at 
once, at which instant a chaplain in his formaUties says, 
' He put his hands upon them, and he healed them.^ This 
is said to every one in particular. When they have been 
all touched, they come up again in the same order, and 
the other chaplain kneeling, and having angel gold strung 
on white ribbon on his arm, delivers them one by one to 
bis Majesty, who puts them about the necks of the 



4 « Church Hist./* Cent, zi., Book ii., see. 85. 
» Op. cii., p. 84. Pepys' Diary, ed. 1848, vol. i., p. 106. 
« " Travels of the Grand Duke Cosmo III.," p. 214. 
'' Diary, ed. 1854, vol. i., p. 889. 
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touched as they pass^ whilst the first chaplain repeats^ 
' That is the true light who came iuto the world/ Then 
follows an Epistle (as at first a Gospel), with the Liturgy 
prayers for the sick, with some alteration ; lastly, the 
blessing ; and then the Lord Chamberlain and the Comp- 
troller of the Household bring a basin, ewer, and towel 
for his Majesty to wash/^ 

The large hole in the touch-pieces, and that by which 
so many angels of James I. and Charles I. are disfigured^ 
appears to have bieen necessary for the white ribbon to 
pass through. Its large size may also be in part due to 
the punchings having been the perquisite of the puncher, 
who no doubt was aware of the mathematical fact thsct 
their weight would be as the square of the diameter of 
the hole, so that by doubling the size of the punch he 
increased his profits to fourfold. In the angels of 
Henry VIII. now under consideration, the hole is ex- 
tremely minute, and only adapted for a thread by which 
possibly it was attached to a ribbon. At a time when 
severe penalties were enforced against those who clipped 
or minished the king's coin, we may readily conceive that 
objections would be felt to punching large holes even 
through the coins destined to be used as touch-pieces. 

Enough, however, has been said on this subject, and I 
now turn to another feature in the hoard of more purely 
numismatic interest. This is the comparative abundance 
of the half-sovereigns with a youthful portrait of a seated 
monarch, and bearing the name of Henry VIII. Though 
struck in the name of Henry, I have little doubt of the 
coins having been minted in the reign of Edward VI., 
whose portrait, and not that of his father, they seem to 
bear. The whole figure, indeed, appears to have been 
produced on the die by means of the same punches as those 
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used for the well-known^ though rare^ early half-sovereign 
of Edward (PL viii., fig. 4, Ending, PL vii.. No. 8; Snelling^ 
PL iii., No. 1). Not only is the face youthful and beard- 
less, and quite unlike that on the undoubted coins of 
Henry YIII., but the throne on which the monarch is 
seated is difierent also. The back of the throne is plain 
and narrow, and not broad and cross-hatched ; its sides 
are straight, and not curved ; it has a recessed top, instead 
of extending to the inner circle ; and the figures at the side 
are distinctly Victories or Angels, which stand on plainer 
pedestals than do the corresponding figures on the half- 
sovereigns of Henry VIII. The whole device, indeed, 
dosely resembles that on the sovereigns of Edward VI. 
(Ruding, PL viL, No. 2 ; Snelling, PL iii.. No. 12). 

Curiously enough, the mint-marks, and some of the 
minor details of the coins, appear to be more in accord- 
ance with the reign of the son than with that of the 
father, though any speculations as to the meaning of such 
marks must, in the absence of direct testimony, be re- 
ceived with some degree of caution. 

It will be remembered that on his accession to the 
throne on January 28, 1547, Edward VI. was but nine 
years old, and that Edward Seymour, Earl of Hertford, 
brother of the late Queen, Jane Seymour, the king's 
mother, was at once appointed Lord Protector. Before 
Edward's coronation, on February 20th, Seymour was 
created Duke of Somerset, and his brother. Sir Thomas 
Seymour, was made Lord Sudely and Admiral of England. 
This nobleman married, in May, 1547, King Edward's 
stepmother. Queen Katherine Parr (the only wife of 
Henry VIII. who survived him, and who, by the way, 
was twice a widow before she married him), and her 
brother, the Earl of Essex, was also one of those who was 
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advanced in rank at the same time as the Seymours^ 
having been made Marquis of Northampton. There was 
therefore a strong party both of Seymours and Parrs at 
the head of affairs^ and though subsequently there was 
great jealousy between the wife of the Protector and the 
Queen Dowager in the matter of precedence, yet in the 
early part of the reign of Edward, the superior authority 
of the Queen seems to have been great and undisputed. 
Under Henry VIII. she had already been appointed 
Regent during the King^s absence in France, and her 
banner and that of Queen Jane were aloue allowed to 
appear at his funeral, as these two were the only wives 
whom Henry chose to acknowledge.^ Her initial K 
appeared jointly with the royal H on the gold crowns 
and half-crowns struck under Henry after his marriage 
with her ; and in the injunction issued at the commence- 
ment of his reign by King Edward YI. and the Duke of 
Somerset, his subjects were commanded to pray first 
"for Queen Katherine Dowager,'* and next "for my 
Lady Mary and my Lady Elizabeth, the King's sisters.'' 
Then followed " my Lord Protector's Grace, with all the 
rest of the King's Majestie's Council." * There can there- 
fore be but little doubt that the K which is conspicuous 
under the shield of No. 9 is to be regarded as placed there 
out of compliment to her, and that the monogram W. on 
the tablets, if rightly so read, represents the initials of 
Henry and Katherine. On a half-sovereign of this type 
in my own collection, the letter K occurs not only below 
the shield, but also as the mint-mark at the commence- 
ment of the legend on the reverse ; while on a half- 
sovereign, with identically the same portrait, but bearing 

8 Strickland's " Queens of England," vol. v., p. 95. 
» Fuller, " Church History," ed. 1666, p. 874. 
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the name of Edward VI. (engraved in PI. viii., fig. 3) ; 
also in my eoUection, the monogram on the tablet is still 
ffi. Curiously enough, I have another half sovereign 
with the same portrait, but bearing the name of Henry 
VIII., the reverse of which was struck from the same 
die. The mint-mark is an arrow. 

The mint-mark E, and the 3 below the shield on No. 1, 
may possibly in like manner refer either to Edward Lord 
Protector or to King Edward, whose portrait appears on 
the coin, though associated with the name of Henry 
VIII. There are, however, silver coins with the portrait 
of Henry himself, which likewise bear the mark of E., so 
that the meaning of this letter seems more problematical 
than that of the K. 

Of the other mint-marks, the grappling iron (PI. viii., 
fig. 5) reappears on the half-sovereign of Edward VI., with 
his profile. No. 3. The arrow is found on all his early silver 
coins, as well as on some of his father's; and the martlet only 
on those with the name of Henry VIII. I am unable to 
trace any origin for the mint-mark of the grappling iron, 
which by some has been termed a pick-lock ; but this 
mark also occurs on coins with the name of Henry VIII. 

But whatever may have been the original signification 
of these marks, the undoubted fact remains that on all 
these half-sovereigns the portrait is that of a beardless 
youth, which, though associated with the name of Henry, 
is quite unlike his bearded, jovial face, and is identically 
the same as that which, on other coins of the same deno- 
mination, is surrounded by the name and titles of 
Edward VI. We cannot conceive it possible that the 
moneyers during the reign of the father could have 
associated his name with the portrait of the son. The 
coins must therefore have been struck during the reign of 
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Edward VI. ^ though for some cause his father's name was 
still retained on the coins. What this reason may have 
been it is difficult to say. Probably, however, the neces- 
. sities of the mint prevented any discontinuance of the 
coinage after the death of King Henry VIII., and there- 
fore until the new King was crowned coins continued to 
be struck, as appears to have been the usual practice in 
this country, in the name of his predecessor. Under 
.Henry VII. and Henry VIII., however, the new custom 
had come in of the portrait on the coins not being, as 
heretofore, that of a king in general, but of the reigning 
monarch in particular ; and no time appears to have been 
lost in producing a puncheon by which the portrait of 
Edward VI. could be placed upon the dies, which was 
accordingly done, though his father^s name and titles were 
still retained.. The variety of coins, however, struck 
after this fashion seems to point to a considerably longer 
period than that which elapsed between the death of 
Henry and the coronation of Edward ; and possibly this 
system of coining in the name of the deceased king may 
have been continued until after the assembly of the 
Parliament of the realm. Possibly, also, as Edward, 
young though he was, took a particular interest in the 
coinage, and appears always to have contemplated its 
restoration from the debased condition to which it had 
been reduced by his father, he may have been anxious 
that, as an auspicium melioris avi, the first gold coins 
bearing his name should be of the improved standard of 
twenty-two carats fine, to which, in his third year^ he 
reverted, and which has ever since remained the standard 
of our gold coinage. 

Whatever the cause, it is singular that we have in these 
coins the usual course reversed. On the earliest' coins of 

VOL. XII. N.S. D D 
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Henry VIII., and on those of Charles I., we find the 
father's portrait and the son*8 name and titles— the legend 
on the dies having been more readily altered tlian the 
portrait. Here, however, we have the legend preserved, 
and only the portrait clianged. The causes which led 
both Richard I. and John to continue throughout their 
whole reigns to strike their short-cross pennies with the 
name of their father Henry II. were of a different cha- 
racter ; but at that time portraiture was unknown upon 
coins. 

The continuance in use of the dies for the reverse of the 
coinage of one monarch into that of his successor is by 
no means so rare. I have already called attention to the 
rare noble of Edward IV. being struck on the reverse 
from a die of Henry VI. ; *® and the curious crown of 
Edward VI. has its reverse struck from a die of 
Henry VIII." 

The fact being established of some of the gold coins of 
Edward VI. having been struck in his father's name, the 
question arises whether some of the silver coins bearing 
the name of Henry VIII. may not also be posthumous, 
though they do not bear Edward's portrait. On this 
question I am not at present prepared to enter, but if any 
silver coins were so struck, those with the novel and, for 
a base coinage, somewhat inappropriate legend of BEDDE 
CVIQVE QVDD SVVM EST. seem more in accordance 
with the changeable taste of Edward VI. and his mint- 
masters than any of the pieces with the more common 
and ordinary legends. 

John Evans. 



**> Num. Ghron., vol. xvi., p. 89. 

** Num. Cbron., vol. xx., p. 187, No. 1. 
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ARABIC GLASS COINS. 

Arabic Glass Coins have been greatly neglected by 
Numismatists of all ages. 

Among recent writers, Soret, in his " Numismatique 
Musulmane/' dismisses the subject with a single para- 
graph ; whilst, among the earlier writers of this century, 
Marsden does not give to them, in the " Numismata 
Orientalia,^^ the place they deserve from their exceedingly 
curious and interesting character ; in this respect he would 
have done well if he had followed PietrasEcwski, who gives a 
very fair account of them, by examples, in his " Numi 
Mohammedani,'' with many illustrations. 

The reason of this neglect is partly the great rarity of 
glass coins, and partly the opinion expressed by many 
that they are not coins but weights (of which more 
presently), which has doubtless dissuaded many Numis- 
matists from entering upon what they thus conceived not 
to belong to their science. 

I have lately had the opportunity of examining the fine 
collection of these coins at the British Museum, and also 
a very interesting and valuable one belonging to the Rev, 
Greville Chester; and I conceived I should be doing a 
service to Oriental Numismatics if I made known a por-^ 




200 NUMISMATIC CHRONICXE. 

tion^ at least, of the results obtained from the study of 
these collections. 

In the first place, are these impressed discs of glass 
coins, or weights, or what ? 

My opinion is that they are coins, used to represent 
gold or silver coins, as our English bank-notes represent 
a certain number of sovereigns. 

The considerations which support my view are the 
following : — 

(1.) Their form and general appearance is precisely 
similar to that of coins : they are circular, thin, and flat, 
so as to be convenient for currency ; whereas weights 
might be, and are, rings, or blocks, of metal, of any shape. 

Again (2), glass is an extremely inconvenient material 
for the purpose of weights ; for the bulk of a weight in 
glass would be nearly four times that of the corresponding 
weight in copper. And it would be impossible to cast 
glass weights of exactly the right weight (except by acci* 
dent) without subsequent adjustment by filing (as is done 
with copper) or grinding ; but this abrasion would be very 
difficult for Easterns to perform in the case of glass, and 
absolutely impracticable in the case of discs with inscrip- 
tions on both sides, which several have, as it would eflTace 
the characters. In short, why should a very inconvenient 
material be used, when a convenient, cheap, and heavy, 
metal, copper, was at hand ? 

But (3) it is clear that the point that would almost 
settle this question is the weight of each glass disc. This 
has been ascertained,^ and seems to me to show decisively 
that they are not weights. 

^ For this I must express my obligations to Mr. P. 
Gardner, B.A., Fellow of Christ's, Cambridge, and of the 
Numismatic Department, British Museum. 
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The small weights most commonly in use at the time of 
the issue of these glass coins, were probably the foU 
lowing : — 



Weight of a dirhem . 

» i ,. . 
,, doable „ 

,, a deendr . 


. 45*5 grs. 
. 22*7 „ 
. 11-3 „ 
. 91 „ 
. 65*5 „ 


» i ,f 
„ doable „ 


. 82-7 „ 
. 16-3 „ 
. 181 „ 



Now^ at first sights the glass discs would seem to agree 
almost exactly with these weights. We find the weight 
46 grs. eight times (among those described in this paper), 
and 45 five times^ being only half-a-grain wrong. So^ too^ 
22, 23, 11, 12, 90, 91, 92, 65 (which are all found among^ 
these glass discs) are siifSciently exact — 91 being perfectly^ 
so. But 21, 19, 44, 42, 13, 14, 61, 126, 47, 43, are all 
far too wide of the mark to be admissible as weights. 

It would be absurd to weigh with a weight of 19 grs. 
instead of 16*3 grs., the seller thus losing about 16^ 
per cent. On the other hand, if the merchant used a 
weight of 42, instead of 45*5, the buyer thus losing about 
8 per cent., the inaccuracy would soon be discovered, 
and the weight would be rectified ; and, as I have said 
before, in the case of discs with characters on both sides, 
this would be impossible, unless the edges could be ground, 
which could only be done when the inscriptions did not 
extend to the extreme edge. 

My view is also supported (4) by the fact that by far 
the largest number of glass discs issued by any. one ruler 
were issued by the F&timee Khaleefeh El-Mustan§ir 
bi-U&h, in whose reign there occurred a fearful famine of 
seven years' duration, which, of course, impoverished the 
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country of the precious metals^ and rendered it necessary 
to substitute for them a cheap material^ such as glass. 
El-Mustansir even felt himself obliged to distribute from 
his private property^ to dispel the popular alarm, to an in- 
calculable amount.^ 

Another (5) strong argument for these being coins^ is 
the occurrence on one of them (Fig. 1) of the name of a 
place^ El'Man^ooreeyeh, which is usual on coins^ but would 
be objectless on a weight. 

The reason of the rough approximation of the weights 
of these glass coins to those of metal coins^ is exceedingly 
obvious. 

There was no distinguishing mark by which glass 
deenars could be identified as such^ and shown not to be 
dirhems ; for the material is the same^ and (with the ex- 
ception of a couple which have .1^ j to^j-^> ^^® eqtial of a 
deendr, upon them) they have not their denomination stated 
in their inscriptions ; so the only way of distinguishing 
them was by weighing them^ and the approximation in 
weight would at once determine whether the coin in 
question was a deen&r^ or a dirhem, or a fraction of e^her. 

1 do not consider the hypothesis, entertained by some, 
that these are charms, as worthy of argument ; for very 
few have any religious sentence upon them, and none has 
a hole for suspending it — both of which are essential 
qualifications for a charm. 

The central figure in the Plate shows an ordinary copper 
weight of Cairo ; the Ukeeyeh, or ounce, weighing nearly 1^^ 
oz. avoird. It was brought from Egypt by my great-uncle, 
Mr. Lane. The drawing is full size : the five-rayed star 

I III ■! 11 ■-■- ^ ^ ^ ^ lllllBI. .^^ I I Jl ■ 

2 Price's " Retrospect of Mahommedan History," vol. ii. 
p. 822. 
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of Turkey is seen upon it, and also the stamp of Moham- 
mad ^Alee, with the date 46 (i.e. 1246 a.h., 1829-30 a.d.) 
The hole in the middle is for convenience in holding and 
stowing away. 

It has already been stated that these glass coins are in 
shape similar to metal coins. They are found of all sizes, 
between one-third of an inch, and one and one-fourth of 
an inch, speaking roughly. I have been informed that 
some exist still larger. 

They are sometimes cast in. high relief j sometimes in 
relief so slight as to be scarcely legible. 

The field containing the inscriptions is often deeply 
sunk in the glass. 

The glass is of all qualities and colours; though in 
colour green predominates, and in quality they are 
generally translucent; but sometimes they are, on the 
one hand, transparent, or, on the other, opaque. 

There is no rule observed in colour, such as reserving 
one colour for deenars, another for dirhems, &c. 

In most cases there are no legends on these coins, but 
in some there is one ; and we meet occasionally with even 
two. 

The inscriptions are generally restricted to one side, but 
there are several instances of characters on both sides. ^ 

The dynasty that struck by far the greater number of 
existing glass coins is that of the Fatimee Khaleefehs. 

I shall now give examples of the glass coins of this 
dynasty, taking the Khaleefehs in the order of their suc- 
cession, beginning with the conqueror of Egypt, El-MoHzz 
(who is the earliest of this line of whom I have seen coins 
in the collection of the British Museum), and offering 
such supplementary and explanatory remarks as may seem 
necessary. 
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El-Mo'izz li-debni-llah Aboo-Tbmeem Ma'add. 
4th Fatiroee Khaleefeh. 341—365 a.h. 

I.— (PI. IX.3 fig. 1). 

Exterior legend— ^\^'i\ ^^^ ^\ Jut^ iS^\ Juc ^^^^ <dl1^ n%] 

Interior legend^- ijjyn\4i\i 4U\ ^*3J Jft^lt 

Area — ^Five dots in form of qaincanz. Wt. 61 grs. 

i.e. — " In the name of God : 'Abd- Allah commanded it ; 
The Im&m Ma'add Aboo-Temeen El-Mo'izz li-deeni- 
llah ; at EI-Mansooreeyeh." 

'Abd' Allah was a son of El-MoMzz.* Mansocreeyeh is 
mentioned in the Kamoos as being near Kayraw&n^ and, 
according to M. Quatremere (" Vie de Moezz/' p. 86) was 
the capital of the F&timees before the bnilding of El- 
K&hireh. It existed as a fortress in the time of the cele- 
brated geographer El-Idreesee (Jaubert's ed., vol. i. p. 245.) 

M. Soret has undoubtedly erred in ignoring El-Man- 
sooreeyeh in Afreelkeeyeh (Tunis), and attributing all 
coins with that name to Mansoorah in Lower Egypt, which 
is never pronounced Mansooreeyeh, and which was founded 
by El-Melik El-Kamil the nephew of Salah-ed-deen (full 
a century and a half after the time of El-Mo'izz), to com- 
memorate his success over the invading army of Jean de 
Brienne. 

® All figures referred to in this paper will be found in PI. IX. 

^ M. Quatremeroy in his ^' Vie du Ehalife Fatimite Moezz-li- 
din-allah," says (p. 95), on the authority of El-Makreezee, 
after giving an account of the Khaleefeh*s entry into the newly- 
hiult city of El-Eahireh (Cairo), ''Par son ordre \sc. par I'ordre 
de Moezz] on afficha ces mots dans toutes les rues de Fostat : 
Le plus excellent des hommes, apres Tapotre de Dieu, est Ali, 
fils d*Abou-Taleb, le prince des croyants (sur qui repose le 
salutt). On inscrivit partout le nom de Moezz-li-din-allah, et 
celui de son fils, Temir Abd-allah.'' 
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- (See the '' Encyclopaedia Britannica ; " art. Egypt, the 
modem part of which was written by E. Stanley Poole^ 
and the ancient by R. Stuart Poole.y 

Tliis coin has been illustrated by Adler (" Museum Cur 
ficum Borgianum Velitris/' Ix.), but he failed in reading it. 

El-Hakih bi-amri-llah Aboo-^Aleb Mansoor. 

• • • • 

6th F&timee Khaleefeh. 386—411. 

This was the first Khaleefeh of this line who was born 
in Egypt; for he was a native of Cairo : whereas his father^ 
El-'Azeez, was born at Mahdeeyehs (in Afreekeeyeh) 
before the conquest of Egypt by El-Mo'izz. 

I. Legend- ^ JS\ ^}y^J J^^je^ ^ ^^j^ ^ **^j ^^ JV alU 

Area— iX^ ^^ ^ ^^^.^^\j^] ^\j^\i ^\J\ |*Ulll 

Wt. 65 grs. 
The reverse has characters^ but illegible. 

The words s*^ \Ji3^ {^^ rveleeyu 'akdiki) maybe trans- 
lated ''and his successor designate^'^ more exactly, 
^' the successor by virtue of his covenant/^* for it was 
the custom with these Khaleefehs, as with others^ to 
appoint by covenant a successor, who shared^ in a certain 

8 Abu-l-Fidd's History, ed. Reiske, vol. ii., p. 691. 

j^, the infinitive noon of ^^ usod as^ a simple sub- 

stantive, signifies ** an injunction, a charge, a bidding, an order, 
a command,** bIbo "a compact, covenant, " This is quoted 

from my uncle's (Mr. Lane's) Lexicon^ voce X\^ (& portion as 
yet unpublished, but, by the kindness of the author, opened to 
my reference). I have the same eminent authority for the 

renderings of ax^ ^y 

VOL. XII. N.s. £ E 
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degree, the state and priyilegea of him who thus desig- 
nated him. 

In the legend ia seen the well-known sjmbol of 
the Shee'eeSj ^1 Qj Ic, ^ Alee is the favourite of Qod. It 
will be noticed that a rendering of *J. is given in this 
case different from that in u^a TJ. : the reason is that 

/y^ is one of those wide-ranging Arabic words which 
can by no means be translated alike in every case, bnt 
the meaning of which is regulated by anthority. 

On the name EUHdkim buamri-lldh, ''the ruler by 
the command of God/' it may be observed that this Kha- 
leefeh ventured to change it into EUHdHm bi-amrihi, thus 
signifying that he governed not by the command of Ood 
but by his own command. 

n. jya:^ jLfi y\ ti^\yAj ^\j^\ Wt. 21 grs. 

On the reverse the word jSi\ is distinguishable. The 
surname Aboo-^'Alee was derived from Edh-Dh&hir. I 
may here notiee what I believe to be an error in Adler's 
" Museum Cuficum Borgianum Velitris.'^ He reads and 
illustrates a glass coin (Iviii.) as — 

^yi^\yJ\ ^\j^\i ^\J\ J^/\ dOJI 

whereas it should undoubtedly hejyai^\9 kc 

in. (fig. 2) if Jl^ ^j^ rfBl^l ^\J\ ^UJ\ Wt 92 grs. 

IV. Mj^\)jSd\J\ Vt. 46grB. 

There is another example of this inscription, but in less 
clear and flowing characters, and with a star beneath. 

y. ^^^^\jiJv A\^\) ^\J\ (♦UHl wt. 66 grs. 

(The rest is illegible.) 
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VI. Jifi y t jiJSsUJt Wt. 46gtt. 
(The words _Le ^ i are doubtful.) 

EdH-DhAHIR Ll-IAZAZI-DEENI-LLAH AbU-L-HaSAN 'AlEB. 

• • • • • ■ 

7th Pajimee Khaleefeh. 411—427. 

I. &\ ^^^J j\j£^ jJb\Si\ Wt. S8 grs. 
(Another with similar inscription.) 

II. yb\^\ Wt. 20 gre. 

(With a cross between two dots above and below the 
name). 

ni. (fig 8), jib^\ Wt. 22 grs. 
(With two dots above and two below the name.) 

IV. yblfill (4U5I\ Wt. 91 grs. 

« 

(There is another with similar inscription^ but in the 
latter case it might perhaps be read ^ ^^l<g^t ^U 1 ; and 

on the reverse of the latter there are several dots between 
two concentric arcs of circles larger than the circumference 
of the coin.) 

V. ^j^^^\j^\ ^\ ^M^j5;fi5/>^' (*USH Wt. 46 grs. 

(With a dot above and below the inscription ; the other 
side not legible. This mode of ornamenting by dots 
seems characteristic of £4h-phahir.) 

£L-Mu8TAKsrR BI-LLAH AbOO-TeMEEM Ma'aDD. 

8th Fatimee Khaleefeh. 427—487. 

As has been said before, this Khaleefeh is remarkable 
for the great number of glass coins pressed into currency 
during his reign^ owing chiefly to the great famine^ but 
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also^ in some degree^ to the unusaally long.fdgn which he 
enjoyed. 

The glass coins of El-Mastan;ir are rery peculiar^ being 
chiefly of strongly marked types, which differ but little in 
the yarions examples. 

I. (fig. 4). ^^fi^y^\ji!^\ ^S^\iJ^\^^n^\ Wt. 37 i;n. 

This is the most remarkable type of all. There are five 
other examples of it, differing very little inter se. 

The peculiarity of this type consists in the distinctive 
ornaments (or Damghahs) at the end of the top line and 
the beginning of the second. The separation of ^b into 

two parts, by putting b or )li at the end of the second line 

and ^ or ^ at the beginning of the third, is also very 

remarkable, and is carried out in all the examples I have 
seen. 

Another noteworthy thing in this type is the tall wdw, 
with its loop high above the two meems on each side of it : 
this is, of course, for the sake of gaining room by getting 
the loop out of the way. This may also be observed in 
the next type. 

Coins with this type are so striking in appearance that 
they may be ascribed to El-Mustan$ir at a glance. 

II. (fig. 5). Legend — ^b^,a.;r.MiJl ^^ ^\ jjc^ aUH 

Area— ^j^^yii\ j^\ 

Wt. 46 grs. 
This, again, is a characteristic type : not on account of 
any marks, but by reason of the invariable position of the 
various words composing the inscription. 

There are two other examples of this : in these the letters 
are rather closer together, because the surfaces of the 
coins are smaller. 
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III. This type^ of which there are three examples^ is 
like the last; except that in the legend a[Iib is omitted, 

and in the field ^^y^yt^\ is contracted into 44IU 

rV. ^^j^^\jiyt\ ih\)j»a:AM.4^\ f^ ^"^ i^UStl Jut^ Wt. 90gr8. 

T. (fig. 6). ^2^;w«JJ1 j^\ ^U j,ai2^\ Wt 92 gn. 

There are some glass coins of the 'Abb&see Ehaleefeh 
El-Mustadee not unlike the one illustrated by fig. 6. This 
resemblance has induced an error in Pietraszewski, who 
reads on a glass coin El^Mustanqir bi-^armi'lldhf which^ 
though euphonious enough to the ears of a European 
Numismatist, would be absolutely unintelligible [to an 
Arab. This coin should have been read El-Muatcufee 
bi-amri'lldh. 

Fig. 7 will show the resemblance and the difference, 
when compared with fig. 6. 

VI. ih\jjU3XkM^\ Wt. 11 gra. 
(Three dots beneath.) 

VII. ^^^-.^^H j*Ulll Wt. 46 grs. 
Vin. ^i;-^^^^;--*^ 4^\jj.ai2^\ Wt. 90 gre. 

IX. (fig. 8). I*^ ^UXl Wt. 11 gre. 
(There are two others like this.) 

This Ma^add may have been either El*Mo'izz Ma^add 
or El-Mustansir Ma^add. The latter is the more probable, 
I think, as his coins are very numerous; whereas of 
El*MoHzz I have seen only one. 
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El-Mustaalbb bi-llah Abv-l-Ka8im AhmaH. 

9th F&timee Khaleefeh. 487—496. 

I have not Been any coins of El-Mnstaalee with any- 
thing but The Imdm A^mad upon them. 

L(fig.9). «x^^^UI) 
(Two othen like this.) 

n. i^Um Jy^\ Wt. S2 gn. 

El-AmIB Bl-AHKixi-LLAH AbOO-'AlBB MaMBOOB. 

10th F&|imee Khaleefeh. 495—524. 
I. (fig. 10). j^t\ j^Ull Wt 22 gn. 

El-Ha7Idh li-dbini-llah 'Abd-El-Mbjbbd. 
11th F&timee Khaleefeh. 524—544. 

I. ^^^^^\j^\ JH ^jJ ]a3[J\ f,lti\ Wt. 126 gn. 

II. (fig. 11) ^ 4QI ^j] )ai\J\ Wt. 61 grs. 



There is an indication of characters at the top^ which 
might be jXtj] or ^^^-i^^^ 



I hope that I have now shown that Arabic glass coins 
are as interesting as any other coins in that language. 
Though they have not so high an historical value as gold 
and silver coins^ on account of their inscriptions being 
shorter, yet their curious character and great scarcity give 
them a peculiar interest ; aud^ if my view of their use be 
correct, they are very remarkable witnesses to the his- 
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torical fact of the famine in EI-Mustan^ir's reign^ and 
also to its great extent and severity. 

I may be able on some future occasion to communicate 
some more information on this subject derived from the 
collection of the British Museum^ by that time augmented^ 
I hope^ by that of the Rev. Greville Chester. 

Stanlbt E. Lanb Poole. 

Worthing, July \%th, 1872. 
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In the Bevtie de la Niimismatique Beige, 5m$ Seris Tome IV, 
Sme lh\f are the following articles : — 

1. ''Catalogue of Obsidional Coins and Pieces de Necessite,* 
Supplement (6th article), by M. le Lient-Colonel P. MailHet. 

In this article, Col. Mailliet returns to the subject of the Gun- 
money, struck in Ireland under James II., which he treated of 
on pp. 287 — 240 of this interesting series of articles, and he re- 
places several erroneous descriptions by new ones. He tells ua 
that he has been enabled to do this by reading the excellent 
paper on the above subject by Dr. Aquilla Smith, which ap- 
peared in this Chronicle, n.s., Part lY., 1870. 

2. ''Imitations of Coins of the type of the Gros Toumois," 
by M. J. Chautard. 

M. Chautard, the author of that excellent work, the Imita- 
lions des monnaies au type esterlin^ has here undertaken a 
similar account of the numerous imitations of the Gros Towr- 
nois. The plan of this work is similar to that of his former one, 
viz. : a short historical notice of each province, followed by the 
mention of the principal documents relating to the coinage in 
question ; and lastly, a description of the coins, with the reasons 
of their attribution. 

The Gros Toumois, as we may remind such of our readers 
who have not given much attention to the study of mediseval 
numismatios, was the reformed coinage introduced by Saint 
Louis, to replace the wretched coins of various types, weights, 
and sizes which were issued by the feudal barons after the dis- 
solution of the Carlovingian Empire. Louis IX. restored to the 
royal money the privilege of universal circulation, and made his 
celebrated Grossus Turonensis, or gros of Tours, respected 
throughout Western Europe on account of the purity of its 
metal and the accuracy of its weight. Hence the innumerable 
imitations which M. Chautard has undertaken to describe and 
explain. 

8. " Inedited Medals and Jetons, relating to the history of the 
seventeen ancient provinces of the Low Countries *' (2nd article), 
by M. le Comte Maurin Nahuys. 

4. " Notice of the Bameveld Find," by M. J. F. G. Meijer. 

In the Correspondance are letters from M. Eltz and M. Hora 
Siccama to M. B. Chalon. 

In the Melanges are reviews of recent numismatic publi- 
cations. 
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The Berliner Blatter, Band VI., Part II., Berlin, 1872, contains 
the following articles : — 

1. ** Inedited Greek Imperial Coins," by A. von Ranch. 

2. ** The Coins of Gela," by Dr. Schubring. 

8. ** The Plonsk find of Coins,** by H. Dannenberg. 

4. <' Note on the Find at Selzen, near Mainz, in 1863, of 
several thousand hohlpfennige of good silver, by C. F. TrachseL 

5. ** The arms of the Russian families descended from Rurik,*' 
by the Baron v. Koehne. 

The part concludes with notices of the newest current coin9 
and medals, and the latest literature. 

Of the second of these articles, we would say a few words^ 
as it contains much useful information, put in a clear and in- 
telligible form, concerning the historical classification of the coins 
of Gela. These Dr. Schubring arranges in three periods, dis- 
tinguished by the forms more or less archaic of the letters of 
the legend TEAAS, TEAIilON, and TEAQIfiN. Gela was 
founded about b.g. 690, but as the commencement of its coinage 
cannot be placed earlier than that of Syracuse, Dr. Schubring 
takes as the first period the time between the years 520 and 
460. The second period closes with the capture and sack of 
the city by the CarthaginiaDS in 405» In 896, Gela was rescued 
from the Carthaginian dominion by Dionysius the Elder of 
Syracuse ; but the town remained in a depressed condition until 
the year 888, when it was recolonised by Timoleon, and from 
this time it enjoyed great prosperity, until its destruction by the 
Mamertines in 280. This is the close of the third period. 

The coins of these three periods are distinguished by the 
forms of the letters. In the first period, 520 — 460, we find the 
round gamma, C > ^^ ^^ second, 460 — 405, the same letter is 
formed <, and the ifl not yet replaced by Q ; in the thirds 
896, and 888 — 280, the ordinary V and 12 are in use. Dr. Schu- 
bring remarks that the direction of the inscription affords no 
criterion of the age of the coins, several of the latest period 
having retrograde legends. Dr. Schubring next treats of the 
weights of the coins of the several periods, and then of the 
types. Here we have not space to follow him; but for the 
convenience of those who may not be able to procure and study 
the article itself, we give Dr« Schubring*s view of the coinage 
in a tabular form : — 

Ist Period, 520—460. 
Large \ 

and >^. Half bull. Eev» Quadriga, Biga, Horseman, Hors# 
Small, j 

M. Head of young River God. Bevs BulL 

VOL. XIL N.S, F F 
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2nd Period. 460—405. 

Large. JR. Half bull. Aw. Qaadriffs, Biga, Horseman, Horse. 
Small. Ai. Head of young River. Bev.BvJl. 
M. do. do. 

8iE. Bull. Rev. Wheel with four baileyeoms. 

Srd Period. 896—280. 

•A. Sosipolis. Rev. Half bull. 
Large. JR. Head of yonng Biver. Rev. (Biga). 
Small. Jl. Yarions. 

iE. All types except those mentioned above. 

With respect to the deity Sosipolis, Dr. Schnbring remarks 
that she has nothing in common with the male dasmon of the 
same name honoured in Elis, and he identifies her with the 
goddess Persephone. On a remarkable tetradrachm (Mionnet, 
Suppl. 205), belonging to the first period, she is represented as 
placing a wreath upon the head of the bull, Gelas, i.e. the saving 
goddess crowning the city of Gela. We cannot agree with Dr. 
Schnbring in his endeavour to connect the t3rpe on another 
tetradrachm (Mion. S. 204), with the bloodless victory obtained 
by the poet Simonides at the river Gelas over the hostile armies 
of Hieron of S3nracn8e and Theron of Agrigentum. Such attempts 
are generally unsatisfactory, and we cannot make an exception 
in the present case. The tetradrachm, with the reverse legend 
FEIAOION in the neuter singular, and on the obverse the head 
of the young Gelas, surrounded by three fishes, he ascribes to 
the period when Dionysius rescued the city from the Cartha- 
ginians, B.C. 896 ; the fishes being suggested by the dolphins 
round the head of Arethusa on the Syracusan money, and indi- 
cating Syracusan influence. The types of the reverses of most 
of these Geloan coins allude to the victories gained by Gelon 
and Hieron at the Olympic and other games. 

What Dr. Schnbring has done in this article for the coins of 
Gela, we should like to see done for all the principal cities of 
ancient Greece. It would greatly assist collectors to have before 
them in a similar, tabular form, the historical periods marked 
off by events such as those wldch affected the prosperity and 
the very existence of the city of Gela, side by side with a view 
of the coinage, with especial reference to palaeography. 

In the Numismatische ZeiUchrift, Srdyear, Jan, — Juney 1871» 
Vienna and Berlin^ 1871, are the following articles : — 

1. *' On the winged representations of Athena and Nike on 
Coins," by Dr. F. Imhoof-Blumer. 
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2. <* Sapplementar^ list of inedited Gold and Silver Coins of 
Alexander the Great," by the Count Prokesch-Osten. 

> In this article, M. Miiller^s nystem of arrangement is adhered 
to. M. Prokesch-Osten, however, attempts still more than 
Miiller, viz. : to classify the staters of Alexander according to 
the ornament .on the helmet of the Pallas upon the obverse of 
these coins, which is sometimes a serpent, sometimes a grifin, 
and sometimes a sphinx, while occasionally it is without any 
ornament whatever. He is of opinion .that the choice of thik 
ornament was not left to the caprice of the engraver, and that 
between the ornament and the place of emission there must be 
a relation which would explain and justify its adoption. Thus 
much we may grant ; but when M. Prokesch-Osten proceeds 
to attribute those with the serpent to Europe and the parts of 
Asia in frequent communication with Europe, those with the 
griffin to Cilicia, Phoenicia, and Syria, and those with the sphinx 
to Lycia, Pamphylia, and the ports on the Gulf of Issus, it ap- 
pears to us that, judging from the style, which after all affords 
the only safe indication for a correct geographical classification, 
the exceptions are too numerous to allow us to accept any 
definite rule based on such a minor detail as that above men- 
tioned. 

3. " The Earliest Coins of Greek Kings struck in Egypt," by 
Dr. J. Friedlaender. 

In this article. Dr. Friedlaender argues that the coins bearing 
the name of Alexander and his head wearing the elephant's 
skin, which Eckhel attributes to Alexander of Epirus, and which 
are now universally acknowledged to be Egyptian, should be 
attributed to Alexander the Great, and are the earliest Greek 
coins struck in Egypt. 

4. << On three remarkable Coins of the Kings Agrippa I. and 
n.," by ^. C. Beichardt 

5. ''Berenike I. and Kleopatra Selene,*' by Dr. A. von 
Sallet. 

Dr. Sallet doubts the attribution of any coins to Kleopatra 
Selene, and would give all the coins which have been ascribed 
to her, to Berenike II., the wife of Ptolemy III., Euergefes. 

6. **rulvia Plautiana," by the same. 

7. '' Denarius of Yaballathus," by the same. 

8. " New forgeries of Roman Coins," by Franz Trau* 
Herr Trau here publishes thirty-nine forgeries of Boman 

coins, of which thirty-four are engraved in four plates that ac- 
company the paper. The article is worthy of the attention of 
all collectors of Roman coins, if it be only to put them on their 
guard against this and similar attempts at fraud. 
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9. ** On the Coins of the Indschuides," by Dr. E. von Berg- 
mann. 

10. ** On two finds of Cnfic Coins in Russia," by W. Tiesen- 
hansen. 

11. " The Agleier," by Dr. A. Luschin. 

12. ** On the Medissval Coins of Hoom/* by H. Dannenberg. 
IB. ** Inedited Thalers/* by the same. 

14. " A systematic description of the Venetian Coins accord- 
ing to their Types," by C. von Wachter. 

16. ^' Two Medals in commemoration of the Joomey to the 
East of the Emperor Francis Joseph of Austria," by J. von 
Bergmann. 

The part concludes with Notices of recent Numismatic Litera* 
ture. 
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The St. Babtholomew Medal with VGONOTTORVM 
STR^GES. — ^There has been a considerable discussion going 
on lately in the papers about the St. Bartholomew massacre ; in 
the course of which, as was natural, the medal struck by order 
of Gregory XTEI. was referred to. 

Mr. Blunt, in a letter published in the Times on Sept. IB, 
says that medal ** is thus described by one of the first autho- 
rities on the subject :—Obv., GREGORTVS XHI. PONT. MAX. 
ANN. II. ; head and shoulders of the pope facing the left. 
Under the head of the pope the letters * F. P.' Bev. VGONOT- 
TORUM STRAGES, 1572. An angel advancing from the left, 
and holding in her right hand a drawn sword, and in her left 
the cross. Before her are five figures, of which two are dead 
warriors, one a d3ang warrior, one a man trying to make his 
escape ; in the background a female figure throwing up her 
hands, apparently to express horror at the scene, and a figure 
draped as a priest looking on." 

This description is tolerably inaccurate. The date on the 
obverse should be ** AN. I." ; 1572 was the year of the acces- 
sion of Gregory XUI. ; there seems no good reason for de- 
scribing the destroying angel as a female ; '^ only Jive figures " 
are mentioned, though six are enumerated (in fact there are 
seven) ; the ** figure draped as a priest looking on " is not, 
however, on the medal ; the ** female figure throwing up her 
hands " can hardly be intended " to express horror at the 
scene," as horror would scarcely be an emotion which a popish 
artist would desii*e to convey. The figure is more likely 
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intended to express terror y and possibly may be meant to typify 
the Protestant Church —if, indeed, Gregory would have acknow- 
ledged that there was such a Church. 

But it is chiefly with reference to the following remark that 
this note is written. Mr. Blunt says, ** the authority quoted 
considers that F.P, may mean ' Fecit Pisanus.' '' The '* autho- 
rity," whoever he may be, is here greatly in error, and this 
can be shown by various reasons. The first is that the medal 
was executed more than a hundred and twenty years after the 
death of Pisanus (Pisano), which took place about 1 480. As 
the mayor of a country town, wishing to give several apolo- 
getic reasons why the bells had not been rung on the occasion 
of a visit by Queen Elizabeth, mentioned as the first that they 
had no bells, and was told by her Majesty that he need not 
proceed further, so probably the reader will not require any 
further proofs that this medal could not have been the work of 
Pisano. But I must remark that no one who had any acquaint- 
ance with that artist's style could possibly have attributed the 
medal to him. 

It was, in fact, executed by Federigo Bonzagna, generally 
called Federigo di Parma; and the letters F.P., which are to 
be found on several of his medals, stand for Fredericus Par- 
mensis. He worked for Gregory XIII. and the three preced- 
ing popes. The reader who may wish to know more about him 
can refer to Bolzenthal's '< Skizzen zur Kunstgeschichte der 
Modemen Medaillen- Arbeit." 

The medal (^) is engraved in Numismata Pontificurriy Bom. 
1690, and also in Pembr., p. 4. 1. 34. This last was bought by 
Curt (Cat. of Sale, No. 864) for Jg4. 4s., and is probably the 
specimen now in the British Museum. 

T. J. Abnold. 

London, 8epUy 1872. 

V 

Bbitish Museum. — We notice that the authorities of the 
Department of Coins and Medals have lately erected in the Gold 
Ornament Boom a handsome case for the exhibition to the 
public of a portion of the national collection of coins. This 
case is divided into thirty-two compartments, each of which is 
so constructed as to contain a tray of coins, so that any tray 
may be transferred from its cabinet in the Medal Boom and 
placed under glass for public exhibition. Thus the whole 
Museum collection will in time be passed through the exhibi- 
tion case in batches of thirty- two trays, or about 1,500 coins, at 
a time. A step of this sort has long been called for on the part 
of the public, who have complained, and doubtless with some 
0how of justice, that the Museum contained treasures unknown 
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or inaccoFsible to all but a privileged few. As a matter of 
policy on the part of the Maseam authorities this concession is 
without doubt a wise one ; but we very much doubt whether 
the public wiU gain much information from coins exhibited in 
this way, while to the Numismatist such a method of showing 
coins is all but useless. The system of heading-cards adopted 
in the cabinets becomes most confusing when a large number 
of trays are placed at one time under the eye. What is re- 
quired to make the exhibition intelligible is a separate label to 
be placed under each coin, and this, it is needless to say, could 
not be done in an exhibition which is being shifted at frequent 
intervals. Another drawback, and one which renders the 
exhibition practically useless to the Numismatist, is the fact 
that only one side of a coin is visible. On the whole, we should 
be inclined to affirm that real coins are not fitting objects for 
public exhibition, and we should have greatly preferred to see, 
instead of this coin-case, an extension of the exhibition of 
electrotypes of coins erected in the same room some years 
since. Electrotypes possess every qualification necessary for 
educational purposes ; they are exact fac-similes ; the obverse 
and reverse of the coins can be seen side by side at the same 
time ; and, lastly, all the finest coins in the Museum might be 
exhibited in electrot3rpe without disarranging the collection by 
removing them from their places in the cabinets. An exhibi- 
tion of electrotypes may be so arranged as to give at a coup 
d'ctil a complete view of each branch of numismatics. The idea 
of such an exhibition, which, on a very limited scale, has been 
already adopted in the Museum, might be amplified to any ex- 
tent, and as the exhibition would necessarily be a permanent one, 
explanatory and historical- labels might be affixed to each piece. 
Tins, as we mentioned before, has already been done in the 
Museum in the case of a few select Greek coins, accompanied 
by a printed guide-book, and in a series of Roman gold coins, 
showing the portraits of the Boman emperors from the time of 
Augustus to the fall of the Empire ; a far more instructive set of 
pieces than the same number of real coins now on exhibition in 
this room — all of the same Emperor (Hadrian), and all present- 
ing the same, or nearly the same, obverse two hundred times 
repeated. Why, therefore, we ask, should not the electrotype 
plan be carried out on a larger scale ? A complete series of 
historical English medals would be of high interest if each were 
accompanied by its appropriate label. The national collection 
might thus be made doubly serviceable to the gereral public 
through electrotypes and explanatory labels, and to the scientific 
Numismatist by its remaining intact in the Medal Room, and 
thus accessible for study, which it ceases to be when locked up 
under glass in a public room. 
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Sax«e of Coins and Medals. — ^The '* Ghetwynd " collection, 
celebrated for tokens of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, 
.was dispersed by Christie, Manson, and Woods, on 80th Jnly, 
1872, and three following days. 

The most important pieces sold as under : — Gold :-*Lot 60. 
Benry VII. sovereign — £7 IBs, Lot 77. Charles I. Oxford 
treble sovereign — £6 28. 6d. Lot 85. Cromwell broad, 1656 
— £6. Lot 101. James II. two-guinea piece, 1687 — ^£6 10s, 
Silver : — ^Lot 127* Elizabeth portcullis crown and half-crown 
—JgQ 2s. 6d. Lot 129. Charles I. Oxford pound, 1643— 
'£6 Is, M, Lot 146. Cromwell crown, half-crown, and shil- 
ling, 1658—^5 lis. ^d. Gold :— Lot 284. Anne five-guinea 
piece, 1706, after the Union — ^£10. Lot 289. Anne two- 
,guinea piece, 1709 — ^£5. Lot 265. George II. two-guinea 
piece, 1758 — £1 lis. 6d. Lot 274. George in. pattern five- 
guinea piece, 1770, by Yeo — je25. Lot 275. George HI. 
pattern two-guinea piece, 1768, by Yeo — ^£9 17«. 6d. Lot 872, 
George l\l.pattem five-sovereign piece, 1820, hyPistrucd — £21. 
Lot 878. George III. pattern two-sovereign piece, 1820, by Pis^ 
trued— £1 2s.M, Lot 876. George III. pattern crown, 1817 ; 
rev. FoBDus InviolabiijE — £20. Lot 877. George III. joaW^/Ti 
halfpenny, 1790, by Droz^ inscribed on the edge. Bender to 
C-esar, &c. — ^£21 5«. Lot 891. William IV. pattern crown, 
1881, with plain edge— £19 10s, Lot 892. William IV. proof 
groat, 1886 ; pattern groat, 1886, with 4 — ^P at the sides of 
Britannia — £Q 8«. Lot 894. Victoria pattern five-pound 
piece, 1889, with the garter — £12. Lot 402. Victoria proof 
Gothic crown, 1847, with plain edge — £85 10s. Lot 409. 
Kedal of William Bancroft, Archbishop of Canterbury; rev. 
medallions of the Seven Bishops, 1688 — ^£14. Tin: — ^Lot 426. 
Charles II. Reddite crown, 1668, by Simon, from the Devon- 
shire collection — £11 5«. Silver : — Lot 509. George III. pat' 
tern crown, 1817, Incqrbupta Fides, &c. — £5 5s, Lot 511; 
George III. pattern crown, 1820, Vis Unitate,*&c., Hercules ; 
rev. Decus et Tutamen. Boyal arms — £5 5«. Lots 528 to 
580. Victoria pattern florins, decades, centums — £69 5s, 6d. 
Lot 581. CaBcilius Lord Baltimore shilling, sixpence, and groat 
for Maryland, £7 17«. 6i. 

The *' Jackson " collection was dispersed by Sotheby, Wil- 
kinson, and Hodge, on the 5th August, 1872, and four follow- 
ing days, and realised the undermentioned prices : — 

Lot 50. Syracuse medallion or decadrachm ; M, 10; wt. 
658^ grs.-^£8 2s. 6d. Lot 28. Agathocles ; ^,7; wt. 
259 grs. ; usual type — £6. Lot 81. Abdera ; Jj, 7 ; wt 
280 grs. ; the- usaal griffin squatting, with the magistrate's 
name MASKAAAIAA in the catalogti£y but it should have been 
read KAAAIAAMA2— £6 12*. M, Lot 82. ^nus ; ^, 7 ; wt. 
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271 grs. ; head of Hermes, fall face, with petasns ; rev. 
AINION, goat standing — £7. Lot 40. Alexander III. di-stater ; 
If, 6 ; wt. 264 grs. Head of Minerva ; rev. Victory — £8, 
Lot 49. Philip V. ; A, 9 ; wt. 262 grs. ; usual type — £B 5f. 
Lot 57* Mithridates YI., King of Pontus; jR, 9i ; wt. 
248 grs. ; head to right ; rev. Pegasus — £20. Lot 106. 
Antiochus YI. ; Jl, 8^ ; wt. 255 grs. ; radiated head to right ; 
rev. the Dioscuri riding to left ; behind TPY (Tryphon) and 
HEP=year 168— JglO. Lot 136. Hipposti-atus ; JR, S; wt. 
146 grs. ; bust to right ; rev. Demeter standing, holding a cor* 
nucopiae — £21. Lot 147. Ptolemy I. pentadrachm ; iT, 6; 
wt. 274 i grs. ; head of the king to right ; rev. BASIAEOS 
HTOAEMAIOY ; eagle standing on a fulmen ; in the field HA 
in monogram — £10 lOs. Lot 148. Arsinoe octodracbm; 
^9 7i ; wt. 427 grs. ; veiled head of the queen to right, with 
K behind the neck ; rev. AP2IN0H2 MAAAEA40Y, double 
comucopise, with pendent grapes, tsBiiia, &c. — £10 15«. Lot 
149. Ptolemy £[. octodracbm ; A', 8 ; wt. 418i grs. ; 0E12N, 
heads of Ptolemy I. and Berenice ; rev. AAEA^QN, heads of 
Ptolemy II. aud Arsinoe — £26. Lot 150. Berenice ; K, 1 ; 
wt. 428^ grs. ; veiled head of the queen to right ; rev. BEPE- 
NIKHS BASIAISSHS, cornucopiae, grapes, &c.— £18 18«. 
Lot 151. Ptolemy Y. octodracbm ; Jf,7 ; wt. 426^ grs. ; bust 
of the king to right ; rev. HTOAEMAIOY BA2IAE02, eagle on 
a fulmen, &c.— £29 16«. Lot 152. Ptolemy YHI. ; iT, 7 ; 
wt. 228 grs. ; radiated head of the king to right ; rev. BAST- 
AEOS HTOAEMAIOY, comucopiie, tsenia, &c. — £24 5«. Anglo- 
Saxon and English. Lot 417. Ecgbeorht ; bust to right ; rev. 
6EBOR, monogram of the king's name in the centre. HUm. 
157 — £10 2s. 6c2. Lot 481. Harthacnut; bust, with sceptre, 
to left ; rev. +PYLPI . ON . HYNTA, Huntingdon— £% 12*. 
Lot 472. Perkin Warbeck pattern for a groat, struck by the 
order of the Duchess of Burgundy ; m.m. lion, DOnURS x 

STOiYYfll X FSa X EGCGeJUx* arms of England crowned, at 
the sides a fleur-de-lis and rose crowned ; rev. same m.m., 

mTrni X TaaxaL x PIiTVEGES x 1494 x» lion, crown, rose, 
and fleur-de-lis within a double tressure of four curves — £11. 
Gohl : — Lot 489. Richard IH. angel, m.m. boar's head — £6. 
Lot 492. Henry YII. sovereign, or double rial ; Bud.^ pi. iv., 
n. 4 — £17 10«. Lot 496. Henry YIII. George noble, varied 
from Smiling and Riiding — £10 155. Lot 510. Elizabeth 
rial ; m.m. crescent; Rud., pi. ix., n. 7 — £9 Is. 6*L Lot 528. 
James I. spur rial ; m.m. rose ; Rud., xii., n. 2 — ^£18. Lot 
525. James I. fifteen -shilling piece ; m.m. spur-rowel ; Rud* 
xii. n. 6 — £15 15^. Lot 541. Cromwell pattern half-broad, 
1668, without *' etc." before '* pro "—£12 5s. 



NOTE ON THE LEGEND pp. 

To tlie Editors of the Xiimismalic CkromcJi-, 

I HAVE read with considerable interest the valuable article 
of M. P. de Saiilcy in the Numismatic Chronicle, vol, xii. 
p. 65, on the expression, \'\'p, as signifying " La Puis- 
sance " when found on Phoenician coins. Though fully 
agi-ceing with the learned writer of this article with regard 
to the meaning he attaches to that word as employed in 
Sacred Scriptures by the prophet Jeremiah (slviii. 25), 
yet I am entirely at variance with the conclusions at which 
he arrives. 

Not having seen the coin quoted by Gesenius in his 
" Scriptui-a;, linguteque PhoeniciEe, monumenta quotquot 
supersunt" {Leipz., 1887, p. 276), I cannot affirm that the 
legend E is correctly read, "iS )np ; but from the dcscrip- 
tioD of a coin published by M. de Saulcy in this article 
(p. 67), and from a similar coin in a perfect state of pre- 
servation in my own collection, and published by me in 
the Numismatische Zeitschi-ift, edited by C. W. Ruber 
and J. Karabacek, Wicn, 1870, I am inclined to believe 
that the PhoBnician characters deciphered by Gcseiiius as 

VOL. XII. N.a. G G 
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signifying "^2, stand in no connection with pp ; bnt are 
only the last of the three Phcenician characters forming a 
legend which stands under the cornucopias — two letters to 
the right of the cornucopiae, ^O (which are on my coin 
Tp)y and one to the left (which on my coin is a ^). 
If I am right in my supposition^ that coin^ therefore^ has 
no reference whatever to Tvre. and much less to the 
promontory of Tyre, called at present Ras-el-Abiad. 

Now on the coin in my possession, instead of ^ — SO, 
as on M. de Saulcy's specimen, I read clearly and dis- 
tinctly, <— ST>' i'^-y ^-'^P, signifying " Holy/' The 
legend, ^^T" (PP) on my coin, therefore, refers de- 
cidedly to a town, which at the same time is called '^ The 
Holy,*' the term of lEPA, as found on Greek coins. No 
other town is known in the mother country of the Phoeni- 
cians by that name, except the naval port of the Aradians, 
BO that, in consequence, we must assign these coins to 
the town of Karne of the Aradians. 

With regard to the remarks on the Imperial coins bear- 
ing the inscription of CORNV PHENICES, I fear that 
M. de Sauley's explanation cannot be sustained. By the 
legend, no doubt, a town is meant under whose authority 
the coin has been issued, and that town, according to the 
inscription, belongs to Plicenicia. May CORNU not be 
a Roman corruption of the Greek name, KAPNOY ? and 
if so, we have on the Imperial coins the veritable name of 
the town of Karne, which was known by that name up 
to the time of the Emperor Constantius, who changed it 
into Constantia (It. Hierokl., p. 582). 

Henry C. Beichakdt. 

Alexandria, Egypt, 

November 22, 1872. 



^ See Taf. i. No. 2, Numis. Zeitsch., 1870. 



XIV. 

UNPUBLISHED VARIETIES OF ENGLISH SILVER 
COINS ISSUED IN THE REIGN OF RICHARD II. 

22nd June, 1877--29th Septembeb, 1899. 

No difficulty arises in determining the coinage of 
Richard 11.^ from the fact that his name is always in- 
scribed upon his coins^ and as these^ owing to a marked 
distinction in type and weight, cannot possibly be con- 
fused with those issued by Richard III., all likelihood of 
controversy is at an end. With the exception of Stephen, 
so simple a method of classification will not apply to the 
coinage of any preceding English king. 

During Richard's reign no alteration occurred in the 
weight of the money, which continued at the rate of 18 
grains to the penny, nor did the type undergo any change 
worthy of mention — in short, in portrait, in weight, and 
in all respects excepting in name, the last style of coinage 
adopted by his grandfather, Edward III., was repeated. 
With so simple a subject to discuss, but few remarks are 
necessary before I proceed to oflTer to this Society a list of 
some unnoted varieties of Richard^s coins, which, from 
time to time, have accumulated in my cabinet. They will 
help to swell the small number already given to this king. 
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If we except the London halfpence of the common type, 
and some pence of very inferior workmanship minted at 
York, the money of Richard II. is rare, and fine cabinet 
specimens are seldom procurable. His mints, so far as our 
knowledge extends, were at London, Durham, and York ; 
but at one time it was supposed that he, like Edward III., 
also coined money at Calais. This supposition was based 
on a certain half-groat, which once forming part of the 
Willet collection, was purchased for the British Museum, 
where it is now to be seen with the following MS. note 
by the late Mr. Hawkins : — " This imperfect half-groat 
was Mr. Willet's, he considered it a coin of Richard II., 
and on his authority collectors supposed that monarch to 
have struck Calais money. When ofi^ered for sale I dis- 
covered it to be a half-groat of Henry IV., V., or VI. ; 
but purchased it that collectors might always examine it 
and be satisfied that such money of Richard II. is still a 
desideratum. E. H.'^ 

If the coin is not altogether a fabrication (it is a very 
suspicious looking piece), then it is altered from a rosette- 
mascle half-groat of Henry VI. Its weight is only 26iTr 
grains, which of itself, is sufficient to show that it cannot be 
a genuine coin of Richard II. An engraving of this half- 
groat can be seen in Ruding, pi. E., No. 6, but nevertheless 
the authenticity of the coin is not admitted in that work. 

The well-known cross patee of the period is, at the 
present time, the only mint-mark discovered on the coins 
of Richard II., yet it might be expected that the crown, 
used by his predecessor, would have been continued. But 
few other marks are discernible on the silver money of 
this reign, and these marks, in most instances, are placed 
upon the breast of the king. At London, coins from the 
farthing to the groat were issued ; but at Durham and 
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Yofrk pminies only were struck, those of Durham being 
bjr far the rarest of the series. They are of very neat 
and uniform appearance, and as they are not noticed in 
iSnelling^s work, we may assume that they were unknown 
a century ago. In type they closely resemble the London 
money. Of the same good workmanship and uniform 
appearance is a small portion of the York money; but 
the majority of the pennies minted at that city were struck 
from dies very coarsely executed, and much irregularity is 
displayed in their general appearance, in their weight, and 
in other particulars, some well preserved spedmens barely 
reaching 15 grains. This marked difference in the design 
of the pennies struck at York is so obvious that, at first 
sight, they can readily be separated into two classes. 
This want of resemblance is not alone confined to the 
reign of Richard II., since the same broad distinction in 
the type of the York pennies is, though perhaps in a less 
degree, perceivable during the reigns of some of his 
immediate successors. Such dissimilarity in type ought 
not by right to have existed, for when the grant of issuing 
money was conferred on any particular city, it was at the 
same time ordered that a particular type, size, weight, and 
standard should be adhered to ; and it was in order to 
prevent fraud, and to ascertain whether the directions given 
were not evaded, that the trials of the Pix at Westminster 
were instituted. At those trials ^^ pieces taken at random 
from the whole mass coined at each mint were melted 
and assayed, and, if found to be of the prescribed weight 
and fineness, the moneyers, masters, and workers of the 
mint received their quietus, and were freed from all 
charges which might hereafter be brought against them.^'^ 



I Hawkins, p. 261. 
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Although it is admitted that the trials of the Fix occurred 
at irregular periods^ still it strikes one as strange that 
the discreditable system^ or rather the want of system, on 
which the York mint was conducted for many years was 
allowed to pass unchallenged. In one particular only is 
any consistency displayed in the type of the pennies 
issued at York during Richard's time. They appear, all 
of them^ to have what is termed an open quatrefoil in the 
centre of the cross on the reverse. Mr. Longstaffe 
asks: — Is there one York penny between the reign of 
Edward III. and the annulet coinage of Henry V. " which 
does not bear an open quatrefoil in the centre of the cross 
on the reverse ? "^ My collection, I admit, does not con- 
tain such a penny. All my York pennies, from the reign 
of Edward III. to that of Edward lY., have the open 
quatrefoil in the centre of the cross on the reverse. This 
mark occurs, though certainly very rarely, on the coins of 
Edward L and II. A London penny of Edward III. in my 
cabinet has the open quatrefoil on the breast of the king ; 
but I have not seen a London coin with this mark on the 
reverse. A York penny of mine, struck in the reign of 
Edward III., not only has the open quatrefoil on the re- 
verse, but also on the King's breast and before the first 
word of the obverse legend. Mr. Longstaffe suggests 
that the open quatrefoil on the reverse of the York pennies 
originated in the handle of St. Peter's key, and the in- 
ference he draws from his suggestion is, that all the 
pennies issued at York which have this mark in the 
centre of the reverse are probably archiepiscopal. If that 
class of York penny which so exactly resembles the 
London style of workmanship is archiepiscopal, then 

* Num. Chron., N.S., vol. xi. p. 196. 



ENGLTSH SILVER COINS. 227 

it stands to reason, in fact it can hardly be denied, that 
the dies from which they were struck must — in conse- 
quence of that minute resemblance — have been designed 
and prepared by London workmen. Mr. Hawkins is no 
doubt right when he remarks, p. 261, ^' It is probable 
that in many instances the dies were actually made in 
London, and transmitted to the various mints where they 
were used.'* 

From a careful comparison of English silver coins struck 
in London and in the country, I have satisfied myself 
that a somewhat large proportion of those issued from 
the country minfcs were actually struck with dies made 
by London workmen. The very fact that coins with the 
usual country obverses have likewise, in some instances, 
the usual London reverses, may be considered as con- 
firmatory evidence in support of the opinion that country 
dies were at one time in the possession of the officers of 
the London mint. Is it likely that the die or coining 
iron for a London reverse would have found its way into the 
country ? Admitting, for the sake of argument, that it 
did find its way into the country, is it likely, even then, to 
have been used there for the purpose of striking country 
coins ? Such an event is highly improbable. Far more 
probable is it that the dies for the country mints were 
sometimes made in London, and were sometimes used 
there in mistake for London dies. One thing at least 
may be taken for granted. In the time of Edward IV. 
some few groats got into circulation with the customary 
London reverses ; but the obverses of these particular coins 
have the letters B, d and GC on the King's breast, there- 
by denoting that the obverse dies from which they were 
struck were intended for Bristol, Coventry, and York. 

Whilst on this subject, I may by the way, call attention 
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to a paper on "Ancient coynmg yrons/'* communicated 
to this Society in January^ J 844. In that paper, the 
author, Mr. John Fields informs us that, about the begin- 
ning of the year 1835, a number* of coining irons were 
discovered in one of the vaults of the Record Office at 
Westminster. 

Those coining irons were dies for the " silver monies of 
Edward III. and Henry VII. ; viz., groat, half-ditto, and 
penny, mostly of the York mint.*' This is a useful piece 
of evidence; but after all is said, may it not just be 
possible that those country coins, struck precisely after the 
London model, were in reality minted at London, and 
afterwards transmitted to the places for which they were 
intended. Not only, as before mentioned, are they of 
better workmanship and design ; but they are also more 
carefully struck and of truer weight than any of the 
barbarous varieties, none of which bear any similarity to 
the model adopted at the London mint. Passing over the 
fact of the difference displayed in the execution of the 
dies, another question remains for explanation. It is this. 
If country workmen were capable of regulating the weight 
and of producing a good impression of a coin when using 
a die after the London model, why were they unable to do 
the like when the die used was made in their own city ? 
Although the country dies were very inferior to those 
which I hold were made in London, yet I do not see, if 
all the coins were struck by country workmen, why the 
money coined with one set of dies should not be equally 
well struck and the weights as nicely adjusted as the 
money coined from the other set. The manner of cutting 

' Num. Chron., vol. vii. p. 18. 

* 64 standards (obverse dies) and 163 trussells (reverse dies). 
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a die could have little to do with the manner in which an 
impression was taken from that die; neither would it 
account for the surprising irregularity noticeable in the 
weights. In some instances the barbarous York pennies 
of Richard II. are so defectively struck, that not a letter 
of the King's name is visible, whilst others are little 
thicker than wafers, being often three or four graitis 
below the proper standard weight. And these coins, too, 
are in the state in which they were issued from the mint. 
The. additi(Hi I now make to the published coins of 
Richard II. still. leaVes the list of groats and half-groats 
far from complete. But I increase so considerably the 
published number of pennies and halfpennies that, at all 
events, the list of these pieces may now be looked upon 
as fairly complete. 

Groats. 

All struck at the London mint. Those published in 
Hawkins read EiaTVKD . DI (or Dai) . GB7^ . EGCX . 
T^RGL . Z . FBT^na, or FET^naiGC, and have no peculiar 
marks. The mint-mark is always a cross patee. To 
these varieties I can add — 

1. TVnGL X S ^ FETVnftlO:. A mark of contraction over DI, 

and also over the final N in LONDON. Weight, 69 grs. 

2. FETVnCC X. Three small pellets over the king's crown. A 

mark of contraction after 7VNGL and FBTVnd, and over 
the final N in LONDON. Weight, 68 grs. (PL X., No. 1.) 

In Captain Murchison's collection there was a groat 
reading FBT^nai. 

The mark of contraction I frequently notice on the 
coinage of Richard II. is al^o in a few instances ob- 
servable on some of the late money of Edward III. 

* 

VOL. XII. N.8. H H 
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Halt-oroats. 

From my own cabinet I am nnable to add to the pub- 
lished number of these pieces issued by Bichard II. ; but 
onr national collection contains two slight yarieties of type 
not before noticed. 

Those abeady published read, BIOTOtD ^c BI x 0B7C x 
B€CX X T^nOLIGC (Buding, iv. 3) ; x D x G x BGO: x T^RGL 
X ^ X FBT^ (Hawkins, 317); x DI J G J BOX J ANGL x ^ 
xFBT^nCI' (Buding, iv. 2). Those unpublished arc : — 

1. Mark of contraction after BKITTBD and oyer final N in 

LONDON, and also oyer V in UGLY. Beads, TmGLIff. 
(PL X., No. 2.) 

2. Without mark of contraction. Beads, TTnGLIG . FB7T. 

London Pennies. 

Hawkins mentions only two yarieties, BIG7CBD x BGCX x 
T^RGL X Z J FBTVa (Buding, iv. 4), and BiaTCEDVS x 
BSX x T^nGLIS. Lis on king's breast ; pellet at each 
side of neck (Buding, Sup., ii. 12). Both coins haye the 
Boman N in LONDON. To these I can add— 

1. BiaTaiD X BGCX X T^nGL x S FE^ma: Lis on breast; 
mark of contraction after TCRGL ; the letter N in LONDON 
of the Boman character ; cross^ before dl VITAS. Weight, 
16igrs. 



* Li their works on Heraldry, Goillim mentions 89 different 
crosses ; Leigh, 46 ; Edmonson, 109 ; and Bobson no less 
than 222. Therefore it may be worth while stating that when 
I allude to a cross, I simply mean the plain cross, thus, +. 
The saltire is of this shape, x. As to the small crosses, or 
saltires, which diyide the words of the legends, stops were 
simply intended, and it is unreasonable to imagine Uiat any 
importance can be attached to a slight difference in the shape of 
these crosses ; for I am satisfied none was ever intended. 
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2. Bia7i:BD X EEX x T^nGLM x. Small bust ; only mark 

on obverse a large cross after the legend. Old English R 
in LORDOn. Weight, 18 grs, (PL X., No, 4,) 

3. EiaTTEDVS x BGCX x T^RGLIGC. No marks on obverse ; 

Eoman N in LONDON ; cross before ttlYITT^S. Weight, 
16grs. 

4. Differs only from No. 3 in having a mark of contraction over 

the final N in LONDON. (PL X., No. 3.) 

Durham Pennies. 

I have seen five of these rare pieces^ but they offer no 
variation in type from Hawkins, No. 318. Apparently 
they are from the same die. 

York Pennies. 

All with an open quatrefoil in the centre of the cross on 
the reverse. Hawkins describes seven varieties. One 

reads, EiaT^RDVS . EGLX . 7\:nGLI8: ; another, x T^^nGM 
(No. 819) ; another, T^nGLGCI (Snelling, ii. 18) ; another, 
EiaTffiD • EGCX . TVnGL • Z . FET^ ; and three others, 
TCnOL . Z . EETCn. On one penny with the last reading 
Hawkins noticed a scallop. To these I can add— 

1. maT^ED X BGCX X T^nOLia x F. No mark on obverse ; 

two crosses after dlVITTTS. Weight, I7i grs. (PL X., 
No. 6.) 

2. Eeads, x T^nGLIS x S ^' ^^^> ^' cross, on breast, a pellet 

over each shoulder, in one quarter of reverse, and before 
aBOET^ai. Weight, 16i grs. 

3. X T^nGL X S X PETVn. Large head ; trefoil (P) on breast ; 

scallop after aiYITT^S; two crosses after SBOETCOI. 
Weight, m grs. (PL X., No. 6.) 

4. EiaTVEDVS X BGCX x T^nGLICC. Lis on breast ; quatre- 

foil or cross after obverse legend ; small pellets at each 
side of shoulder, before and after dlYI, and before 
aB0E7\:CL Weight, 17 grs. 

5. Similar, but having only a lis (?) on the breast and a trefoil 

after GCBOETVOI. Weight, 17 grs. 
Another, with same obverse, has merely a cross after GCIYL 
Weight, 16 grs. 
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The Ycnrk pennies just described, Nos. 1 to 6, are after 
the London models. Those to foDow, Nos. 6 to 12j range 
from inferior to what may be called barbarous workman- 
ship, and -are distinct firom the liondon types. 

6. fiiaT^BD : B€CX .TTRG L : DUB . QD (P). Saltire on bzeast ; 
acaUop (?) after OTVITT^S. Weight, 16| grs. 

7. Another, without the scallop after dlVITT^. Weight, 

14 grs. (PL X., No. 9.) 

Nos. 6 and . 7 are of very rude workmanship. The 
letters €[D at the end of the obverse legend were probably 
intended for tiB. The D looks somewhat like a roughly- 
formed B^ and^ in trath^ may be taken for either letter. 
Both coins belonged to the Highbury find. 

8. EICTTRBYS x B€[X x T^HGLia. Saltire on breast ; pellet 

oyer each dioolder. No other marks. CompaiatiTely fait 
work. Weight, 18i grs. (PL X., No. 7.) 

. 9. Similar type, but inferior workmanship. . A saltiiae on breast, 
reads BBOBTCdl. 16i grs. Others, of bar barous work* 
manship, with a cross or quatrefoil ' after u!iVl, weigh 
respectiTely, 12^ and 15^ grs. These have the S in 
CCBOBTCOI of the proper shape. 

10. Same legend, but lis .o r qu atrefoil instead of saltire on 
breast; cross after CClVl. Gomparatiyely good work. 
Weight, 18 grs. 

• 11. Same legend. Gross after 7^nGLI€[; lis (?) on breast; 
pellet oyer each shoulder; cross before and after CLLYi ; 
pellet before €[B0B7\:ai. (PL X., No. 8.) 

I haye yarieties of No. 11, ranging firom fair (speaking 
eomparatiyely) to yery inferior workmanship. Some are 
without the cross after 7mGLl€t, others are without the 
cross after aiVI. The weights yary from 15| to 17^ grs. 

12. BiaT^BDYS ^ B€[X x B€[X x 7^n. Cross on breast ; pellet 
oyer each shoulder. Beyerse reads, €[B0 . GBOBT^dl . 
TT^S. Weight, 15 grs. 



3t 

ir 



in 



311 



ir€ 



english silvxr cx)i£rs. 333 

Halfpennies. 

All struck at London. Five varieties only appear to be 
published, vii.— (1) EiaTffiD I EGtX . TlUOt, Hawkins, 
No. 320 ; (2) x T^HGL, Ruding, iv. 6 ; (8) sometimes a 

cross on the king's breast ; (4) x T^RGLieC, Snelling, ii. 17 ; 
and (5) no mint-mark, with crosses between eaph word. 

The halfpence of the usual type are well struck, pretty 
little coins. They weight as they should do. The words 
of the legend are sometimes divided with pellets, but far 
more frequently with crosses (saltires), and the R in 
LOnDOn is. always of the Old English character. These 
halfpence are the commonest coins of Richard II. 

There are also some unpublished halfpence, of this king 
which, as a rule, are not well struck, and whose designs 
are inferior to the others. These coins very closely 
resemble some of the halfpence coined by Henry lY., and 
are equally rare. I will now describe them : — 



,]. ,1. m.m., cross patee. EiaTmD . BKK. x TZTlOfLia. The 



bust of the king large; the coins carelessly struck. 
Weights, 8 and 10^ grs. 

2. Two small crosses in place of m.m. Legend as No. 1. A 



,1 small, thick coin. Weight. 10^^ grs. 



X 



3. m.m. cross patee. Beads, x T^HGU'. Large head; good 
jt; work J well struck. Weight, 9^ grs. 

^' 4. Beads TmGL' x F. Small bust; fair work. Two slight 

varieties. Each coin'weighs 8f grs. (PI. X., No. 10.) 

Qg 5. Slipped trefoil on the king's breast. Very good work. It 

seems to me the first N in LONDON is Boman, the second 
Old English ; but as the first N is slightly blurred, I will 

ie not speak positively. The coin reads TCRGL, and weighs 

Hgra- I have a hal^nny of Henry IV. with LONDOn. 

6^ A mark of contraction after BICTTRI). Beads TVnOL. 
llet Both N's in LONDON distinctly of the Boman character. 

3 ■ Of great rarity. This is the only halfpenny of Bichard II. 
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that has oome nnder my notice with tfa6 Boman ITs in 
LONDON. Woi^t,7Jgr8. (PL X., No. U.) 
7. Inferior workmanship. Design diflTen from the other half- 
pence of Bichaid. Cng's head verj large. Weight, only 
7gr8. (PI. X., No. 12.) 

This coin^ and all those described^ whose weights are 
xmnsiiaUy heavy or unusually light, are from the Highbury 
find. The irr^ularity, both in weights and workmanship^ 
seems peculiar to many of the halfpence from the High- 
bury find ; and I continue to hold the opinion I yentured 
to express when giving a list of the halfpence of Henry 
IV. and Y. from that find, viz., that the coins were most 
probably intended for trial or pattern pieces, else, why the 
unusual number of entirely new types and why the in- 
difference evinced as to weights? 

Farthings of Richard II. are rare, but they have the 
name for being rarer than they actually are. Hawkins 
only gives two varieties. One, with the usual pellets in 
each quarter of the reverse, reads, BIOCTTEID . B6CX • 
TitlQtL : (see Hawkins, No. 322). A slight variety of this 
type has lately been shown to me, reading, TTGFLICC. 
Hawkins' No. 321 has a small rose instead of pellets in 
each quarter of the reserve, and is of extreme rarity. The 
British Museum specimen, from which the engraving in 
Hawkins is taken, is very imperfectly struck; but it so 
happens I have a coin from the same die that makes up 
for its deficiencies. What is wanting in the Museum 
specimen is supplied by mine. The coins together make 
the legend, EiaTOLD . EGffi . 7\:nQL. A small rose after 
EGCX, and probably also after BiaTVED. Reverse, ttlVI- 
T7VS LOnDOn. Old English R's in LORDOR. Rose in 
each quarter of reverse. My specimen weighs 5^ grs. 

J. Fred. Neck. 
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UNPUBLISHED VARIETIES OF SCOTTISH COINS. 

No. n. 

The long double-cross pennies of Alexander II. or III. form 
a most interesting series of Scottish coins. They present 
great variety of type, and appear to have been minted by 
many different moneyers in almost every part of the 
country. Scarcely any collection of them can be examined 
without finding varieties which are not to be found in any 
published work. 

The general type of the reverse of these coins is well 
known, though Mr. Lindsay, after correctly describing the 
difference between stars and mullets in the first note to 
page 15 of his '^ View of the Coinage of Scotland,'* most 
unaccountably states that ^' mullets of six points ^'^ are 
always found in the angles of the cross ; whereas, in almost 
every instance, we find rudely-formed stars^ with six 
irregular points. 

Some, however, of these coins struck at Berwick exhibit 
much neater workmanship, and have the stars rounds and 
regularly shaped^ and almost like a closed mullet. Nos. 
3, 4, and 5 in the plate illustrate these varieties ; No. 8 
having the common rudely formed stars ; No. 4 the neat 

^ " View of the Coinage,*' &c., p. 76, No. 110, et $eq» 
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regular stars^ and No. 5 the perfect muUets. I am 
indebted to Mr. £. Bums for the opportunity of adding 
to my collection, with some other rare coins, the singular 
variety which presents perfectly-formed mullets on the 
reverse. The following description of this penny may be 
of interest : — 

I. Pennt of Auoahdeb IL ob m. 

Obv. — Crowned head to the left, with sceptre. 

ALaXANDa BOX. 
Bev. — ^Long doable cross, with mallets of six points. 

AD€[ . oc . bg:r. 

(See Plate XI., No. 5.) 

It win be observed that this moneyer is a new one.^ 
The next penny is a very singular and curious variety. : 

n. Pbnxy of Alexamdeb m. 

Obv. — Crowned head to the 1^, with sceptre. 

ALOXANDeit REX, 
Bev. — ^Long double crods, with stars of six points. 

TQIWI LMaii. 

(See Plate XI., No. 6.) 

The legend on the reverse is remarkable, and the in-? 
terpretation of it not altogether easy. The following 
remarks, communicated to me by the Rev. J. H. PoUexfen, 
after an inspection of the coin, are so just and to the 
point, that I make no hesitation in quoting them, with 
his permission : — » 

''The reading which I consider the true one, is 
WI LANEB TttB, the TGCB being equivalent to tertius, 
and is properly the concluding portion of the obverse 
legend. If this reading be the correct one, and I think it 
is, it of course assigns the coin to Alexander III. ; and 

what makes this more probably correct is that we have a 

— ^ 

' A simflar penny, of the same mint, bat a different moneyer, 
is in the collection of the Be^. J. H. PoUexfen. 
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similar legend in the coins of his contemportary, Henry 
III. of England^ where we fyid TGtRCCI, teriius, I think 
it is the most natural reading we can adopt; hut it is 
proper to consider the claims of other readings also. 
Suppose we take TGCR as the first part of the reverse 
legend, and read it TGCRWI LANGCR ; we have a new name 
of a moneyer^ and Lanark still as the place of mintage. 
This does not seem a very improbable rendering, and may 
prove to be the right one. The name TGCRIRI is found as 
a moiiever on some of the coins of Henrv III., but I 
cannot remember to have seen anywhere the name ' Terwi,' 
or ^ Terwine.' And the letters WI by themselves, more 
particularly when followed by an L in the next word, 
are quite sufficient to indicate ^ William,* who, as we 
already know, was a money er at Lanark. If we begin 
with WI, and take the first two syllables as the name of 
the moneyer, reading it WILAN or WILAM, we have 
certainly a very satisfactory moneyer's name; but it 
seems to me impossible to make anything out of e[RT€[R 
as a place of mintage.^' .... 

In considering the claims of these various readings, I 
incline towards thinking that if the T€CR forms part of the 
legend on the obverse (and there is a strong probability that 
it does) it should be read first, and that the WI LANER 
must be held to stand for the moneyer (William, wliosc 
name we already find as a moneyer at Lanark) and the 
mint. The omission of the usual ON, though not common, 
is sometimes found ^ri//^ Wingate, pi, i. fig. 11.; Sup. 
pi. i. fig. 6 ; pi. V. figs. 9-13). 

The adoption of this reading wilt have an important 
bearing ou the appropriation of those coins of the same 
typ'e which do not bear the distinguishing numeral. The 
other reading suggested by Mr. Pollexfen, TGCRWI LSNGCR, 

VOL. XTI. N.S. I I 
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is also a possible one^ and the claims of these two legends 
must be determined by a comparison with other specimens 
which may still turn up. The notice of this coin may 
possibly induce those who have collections of early Scottish 
pennies to see whether any other similar ones still exist. 

in. Penny op Alexandeb IT. or III., of Sti lino. 

(See Plate XI., No. 7.) 

A new variety of the Stirling mint has lately occurred. 
Pennies of this mint are very uncommon, and are noted 
both by Lindsay (p. 206) and Wingate (p. 27) at the 
highest degree of rarity. 

Olny. — Crowned head to the left, with sceptre. 

ALaXANDGCR . RGCX. 

Eev. — ^Four stars, with six points. 

J]€H . RIO . NS . TR. 

(The dots marking the ends of the cross). 

• 
Mr. Lindsay, in his second Supplement, gives two 

specimens of this mint, both by the same moneyer, li^NRI. 

One of these reads STBIVGC, and is now in Mr. Wingate's 

collection ; the other has the same legend as the one now 

noticed, but divided in a different way, and with a different 

portrait. Another variety of the same mint is noticed 

iu the Numismatic Chronicle, vol. xvi., p. 192, which 

reads I^GRI ON STR. 

IV. The groats and half-groats of David II. have usually 

six arcs in the tressure. Occasionally, but very rarely,^ the 

groats are found with seven arcs ; and one half- groat is 

noted ^ as having only five area. An Edinburgh half-groat 

with seven ares, has lately been added to my collection. 



Wingate, p. 35. * Lindsay, p. 81, No. *205. 
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Obv, — Crowned head, with sceptre, as usual. Seven arcs 
in tressure. Legend, &c., as usual. 

Beu, — Gross, with mullets of five points. Edinburgh mint. 
Legends as usual. 

V. Bishop Nicolson, in the chapter on coins ^ and medals 
ill his " Scottish Historical Library/' gives the date 1561, 
as found on the testoous of Francis and Mary, in which he 
is followed by Cardonnel.^ Francis died on the 4th of 
December, 1560, and the die for the well-known portrait 
testoons of Mary of 1561 was made in the early part of 
that year, so that the number of testoons with the mono- 
gram and 1561 must be very limited. Mr. Lindsay (p. 49) 
had never seen one, though a very fine specimen exists in 
the Advocates' Library, nor is the date given by Mr. Win- 
gate (p. 97). The specimen described below, though not 
unpublished, is of such rare occurrence, that it may be of 
interest to notice it.^ 

Obv» Arms of France and Scotland, crowned, between a 
cross and a saltire. 
FRAN . ET . MA . D. GR- R. FRANCO . SOOTOR . Q. 

Bev, — FM in monogram, crowned, between fieur-de-lys 
and thistle, both crowned. 
YICIT . LEO . DE . TRIBV . IVDA . 1561. 

VI. Half-thistle Dollab op James VI. 

Obv. — ^The arms of Scotland, crowned. 

lACOBVS B SCOTORVM. 

Rev. — Thistle, uncrowned, with I . R on each side. 
NEMO . ME . IMPVNE . LACESSET . 1580. 
Small crown, mm. 

(See Plate XI., No. 10.) 
This very remarkable coin is from the Wigan collection. 



* " Scot. Hist. Library," p. 822. « Preface, p. 15. 

^ Another specimen is in the cabinet of the Rev. J. H. PoUexfen. 
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aud must uot be coufouudcd with the thistle noble of 1581 
(Lindsay^ pi. x^ 206)^ nrliich has the thistle crowned; or 
with the half thistle noble of the same date (Lind. pL x., 
207)^ which^ though about the same diameter^ weighs only 
88^ grs., while this half thistle dollar weighs 164 grs., 
though only, unfortunately, in poor preservation. I only 
know of one other specimen,^ and that is in the Advocates' 
Library, and it weighs, in fine condition, 169^ grains. 
It is mentioned in Lindsay's Supplement (p. 18, No. 172), 
but is there erroneously called the thistle dollar^ a mistake 
afterwards corrected in the errata to the second Supple- 
ment (p. 44). 

The acts of July 28, 1578, and 11th November, 1579, 
order the coinage of pieces answering exactly to the 
thistle dollars, though Mr. Lindsay (p. 57), confusing the 
French weights (then used in Scotland) with the English, 
cannot reconcile the weights with the acts. These 
statutes authorise the half also to be coined, and I have no 
doubt but that this coin and the one in the Advocates' 
Library are the halves of the thistle dollar struck under 
these acts. The appearance of this coin corresponds 
exactly with that of the dollars of 1578-9, and differs 
entirely from the coins of 1581. It has the thistle un- 
crowned, a small crown as a mint-mark, and is a very thick 
coin for its size. In all these respects it differs £pom the 
later coinages, and agrees with the earlier. A great deal 
of confusion arises from the difficulty of finding proper 
names for the various classes of coins. Thus, for example, 
at p. 279, Mr. Lindsay calls the coin of 1579 (which 
weighs generally about 340 grains) a dollar, aud gives the 
same name to the coin of 1581 (which never exceeds 175 



One is noted in the Ferguson sale, lot 202. 
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grains) . The act calls the larger coin a two-merk piece ; 
and it is difficult to see why this name (which also ex- 
presses the value) was not retained. This, with its rare 
half now described^ would thus form one series ; and the 
coins of 1581,^ with the crowned thistle and cross mint- 
mark, another series representing the merk of 1581 ; 
^ merk (or noUe) ; i merk and i merk, or the double 
(silver) noble ; noble ; i noble and i noble. The addition 
of the date would sufficiently distinguish them from the 

merks of 1601-2-3. 

The following coins figured in the accompanying plate, 
(PL XL), were described in a*^ preceding note : — No. 1, the 
penny of Alex. II. or IIL of the second coinage and Box- 
burgh Mint ; No. 2, a penny of Alex. II. or III. of the 
second coinage with an unusual form of crown ; No. 8^ a 
penny of John Baliol ; No. 9, a halfpenny of David II. ; 
No. 11, half plack of James VI. 

R. W. Cochran Patrick. 

» Lindsay, pi. 10, 206*, 207, 207*, 208. 
10 Num. Chron., vol. xi. p. 288. 



XVI. 

NOTES ON THE ANNALS OF THE SCOTTISH 

COINAGE. 

No. m. 

The correct appropriation of the coins of the James's is 
one of the most difficult problems in Scottish Numisuiatics. 
Almost every writer on the subject has given a different 
arrangement. The views of Archbishop Sharp^ — ^the first 
writer on the coins of Scotland — were, for the most part, 
adopted by Bishop cNicolson^s who assigns to James I. 
all the fleur-de-lis groats ; and to James IV. all the gold 
riders. Anderson' considers the groats with the arched 
crown to have been struck by James II. j and does not 
think any of the gold lozenge lions belong to James I. 
Snelling^ gives the crown groats to James I. as his second 
coinage. Cardonnel^ thinks they were the only coinage 
of James II. Pinkerton® appropriates the groats with 
bushy hair to James III. Cummyng'' correctly considers 

' " Bib. Ty. Brit./' No. 86. 

» '* Scottish Hist. Library," p. 812. 

^ " Dip. Scot. Thes.," pi. clx. 

* ** View of the Silver Coinage of Scotland," p. 9 (Lond., 
1774). 

» ** Numis. Scot.,'* p. 78. 

• ** Essay on Medals," vol. ii. p. 446. 
' ** Arch. Scot.," vol. i. p. 200. 
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the groats with arched crowns to be the coinage of 
James IV. Lindsay^ assigns nearly all the gold lozenge 
lions to James I ; and Wingate® gives a new coinage to 
James IV. 

It is not difficult to account for this uncertainty. Five 
monarchs^ bearing the same name and style^ reigned in 
succession between 1406 and 1542. Three of these never 
used a distinguishing numeral on their coius^ and the 
fourth only occasionally ; nor are any dates found before 
1539.^^ The times in which they lived were characterized 
by continual internal dissensions and constant changes in 
the government^ so that we have no certainty that the 
public acts, authorising particular coinages, and giving 
general directions as to weights, fineness, and value^ were 
strictly carried out ; while the greater portion of the more 
particular minutes and accounts, which would have enabled 
us to identify the coinages that were actually issued, can- 
not now be found. 

Another thing which has contributed very materially 
to the prevalence of error in the classification of the^e 
coins, is the disinclination to leave an uncertain type un- 
appropriated till further evidence can be produced. The 
most slender, and very often insufficient, grounds are 
seized on to make appropriations which more exact know- 
ledge proves to be erroneous. 

Though it is greatly to be regretted that so few of the 
original documents relating to the coinage have been 
preserved, yet even those which are still extant have not 

^^ ■ ■ ^ ^ ■■ ■ ■ I ■ — ■■ ... ■ — — , I ■■ ^ ■ - — ■■-■ ■!■■■■■■ ■■■■ ■ ■-■■■■^ I »^M 

« " View of the Coinage of Scotland," p. 160. 

* ** Illustrations of Scottish Coinage," p. 78. 

^° There is not sufficient evidence to warrant us consider- 
ing the XC. on the unicorns of James IV. as representing the 
date 1490. Vide Num. Chron., 1870, p. 242. 
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hitherto been made use of. A careful search lately 
made^^ in the Historical Department of the Register 
Hoose at Edinburgh has resulted in the finding of a 
tolerably complete and exceedingly interesting series of 
the accounts of the moneyers during, the reigns of James 
II. and his successor. The last volame of the printed 
Chamberlain Rolls contains the first of these; the re- 
maining ones are now for the first time noticed. 

I have already alluded^ at the close of last paper^ to the 
effect which Robert Gray's account had on the appropria- 
tion of part of the gold lozenge lions (or demies, as they 
are usually called in the rolls) to James I. Prior to the 
appearance of Mr. Lindsay's *' View of the Scottish Coin- 
age,'' these coins were always considered to belong to 
J ames II. The discovery of this moneyer's account, how- 
ever, rendered it highly probable that a small propor- 
tion of this coinage had struck before the murder of 
James I. But Mr. Lindsay lays down a rule^^ for the 
separation of the coins of these two kings, which is purely 
arbitrary, and unsupported by any evidence ; and which 
has the practical effect of transferring almost all the 
demies— at least all without annulets — to James I. This 
arrangement has always proved unsatisfactory,^^ and the 
documents lately brought to light show that it is not 
supported by facts; and that the great majority of these 
coins, of which the coinages are recorded, were struck in 
the early part of the reign of James II. Assuming Mr. 
Lindsay's statement that the demies were not struck 
before 1436 (though he admits a probability of their being 
coined in 1434^^), we find that a small part of the 



" 1872. *' P 132. 

" Lindsay's First Supp., p. 20. ^* P. 181. 
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18 lbs. I oz. pf gold which is recorded to have been 
struck between the middle of September, . 1436,. and 
Christmas eve, 1437, certainly belongs to the reign of 
James I. (which closed on the 20th February, 1436, o. s.): . 
but that more than 50 lbs. weight,^^ inclusive of any 
portion of the 18 lbs. mentioned above, was coined into 
demies between Christmas eve, 1437, and July, 1450. 

As far, therefore, as the evidence goes, in the meantime 
the demies must be considered as belonging both to 
James I. and James II.; but the rule by which at present 
these coins are divided between the two reigns cannot be 
maintained. 

Any other points of interest which occur in the MS., 
Bolls will be noticed under the years to which tiiey belong. 

1438. In July, 1438, a trial of the Pix is recorded in the 
Chamberlain Rolls^^ as having taken place at Edinburgh^ 
in which all the coinage struck by Robert Gray, both in 
the previous and the present reign, was carefully tested 
in the presence of various commissioners, specially named 
for the purpose, and found to be true and good. Thomas 
de Cranston was then the warden of the mint. 

1441. This year, on the 2nd September, Robert Gray 
rendered an accouut^^ at Stirling, of all the bullion coined 
]^y him from 23rd June, 1440, to the date of the account. 
From this, it appears that 1 lb. 8 ozs. of gold was coined into 
demies (''mdimidiis'') at Edinburgh ; 26 lbs. 11 ozs. (troy) 
of silver into groats, and 16} lbs. of silver into pence and 
halfpence. The duty payable to the king was 16«. for 
each pound of gold, 5s. 4id. for each lb. of silver coined into 
groats, and 5^. for each lb. coined into pence and iialf- 

^^ MS. Rolls in Register House at Edinburgh. 

i« Cham. Bolls, vol. iii. p. 898. 

" MSS. General Register House, Edin., Roll 194. 
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pence. It will be observed that half-groats are not men- 
tioned. Mr. Lindsay has alluded^^ to the amount of 
silver minted into pence and halfpence, mentioned in the 
account of 1436 — 38 ; and another considerable coinage of 
these smaller coius is also recorded iu this account. 
Between December 25, 1437, and July, 1443, 89 lbs of 
silver were struck into pence and halfpence at the 
Edinburgh mint alone ; and it certainly seems surprising 
that so few of the coins should have come down to us. 

Some other curious particulars are given in this account. 
It is expressly stated that the Ib^ of gold^^ contained 
16 ozs. ; and the same provision occurs in all the moneyers' 
accounts of this period. 

The fee to be paid to the warden of the mint is one 
penny for every 12 ozs. of either gold or silver struck : and 
the same sum is given to the graver of the irons. The 
mint seems to have been in the house of one Johu Swift, 
as dSs, 4d. is allowed to him for the rent of it. 

1442. The account*^ this year was rendered at Stir* 
ling by John de Dalrymple for Robert Gray on the 17th 

« 

July, and embraces the coinages from September, 1441. 
During the year it appears that 1 lb. 14 ozs. of gold was 
coined {in dimidiis), and 29 lbs. 8 ozs. of silver into groats ; 
and 10 lbs. into pence and halfpence. The duties 
and fees noted are similar to those in the preceding 
account. 

1443. Almost exactly a } ear later, John de Dalrymple 
again appears at Stirling on the I9th July, and account82i 

for 5 lbs. 6 0Z8. of goW coined into demies ; 27 lbs. 8 ozs. of 

* . 

" P. 174. 

^' It will be seen from later accounts that the pound of silver 
also contained sixteen ounces. 

*" MSS., Rulll95. 21 MSS., Roll 195. 
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Silver, into groats, and 14 lbs of silver into pence and 
halfpence, during the past year. 

The same year another account*^ jg given in at Stirling, 
which is of considerable interest. It was rendered by 
Alex, Tod, on the 26th July, and contains an account of 
all his receipts and expenses from the date pf his entry 
into the office. It appears that he was constituted 
moneyer of the king in the town of Stirling on the 18tH 
November, 1442; and from that date to the time of 
giving in his account, he struck one ounce of gold into 
demies, 18 lbs. 15ozs. of silver into groats, and 18 lbs. 
12 ozs. of silver into pence and halfpence. Wfe know, 
from the crown groats of the second coinage, that mints^ 
were established in this reign in Aberdeen, Perth, Botr 
burgh, Berwick, and Stirling ; but no records of any of 
them have as yet been discovered. This account shows 
that the rare fleur-de-lis groats of Stirling were struck 
during the reign of James II. The coinage of gold is 
very limited, and i« an exception to the general statement 
that the gold coinage was struck at Edinburgh. The 
duties and expenses of the Stirling mint appear to have 
been the same as those of Edinburgh. John de Levingston 
is named as warden ; and Robert Hakate receives 6^. 8^. 
as the rent of his house, which was used as the mint. 

1444. In the following year we again find records^ 
both of the Edinburgh and Stirling mints. Robert Gray's 
account is rendered, in his absence, by John de Dalrymple, 
on tlie 23rd June ; and, like the preceding ones, contains 
almost a year's coinage, during which 21 ozs, of gold were 



^ MSS., Roll 196. 

23 Lindsay, p. 92, Nos. 350—360 ; p. 93, No. 361 ; Wingate, 

p. 67. 

2' MSS., Roll 197. 
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struck into demies^ and 12 1 lbs. ctalrer into groats'; but ho 
smaller money appears to bare been stmck at Edinbnrgfal 
This is probably aooonnted for by Alex. Tod's cwiages at 
Stirling doring tbe same period, which are entirely in the 
smaller coins, as appears by his statement given in on the 
14th Jnly, 1444, in which he aooonnts for the gain from 
16 lbs. of silrer made into pennies, and makes oath that 
no silver has been coined into groats, nor any gold what- 
ever, daring the time specified in the acconnt. 

1447. The annnal rendering of the moneyer's acoohnts 
seems to have been omitted for a year or two, for the next 
account^ discovered is dated July, 1447, and contuns the 
gains and expenses of the Edinburgh mint from the 18th 
•September, 1444. During that time seven pounds of 
gold were minted into demies, and 92 lbs. 4 osb. into groats. 
No coinage into small money is recorded. A mema- 
randnm is attached to this aooonnt, stating that Robert 
Gray does not wish to render any account of the 1 lb. and 
1 OS. of gold, and 26 lbs. 5 ozs. of silver which John de 
Dalrymple gave to Alexander de Nam. 

1448. On the 7th September, 1448, John de Dal- 
rymple, jun., renders the account* of Robert Gray, at 
Stirling, showing a coinage of 4 lbs. 5^ ozs. of gold, a$ 
Edinburgh, coined into demies, and 78 lbs. 6^023. of 
silver into groats during the preceding year. 

1449. The following year we find the first parliamentary 
^nactment^ on the subject of money during the reign of 
James II. It was passed at Edinburgh in the month <^ 
January, and refers to an '' act '^ made some time before 
by four-and-twenty commissioners specially appointed for 



^ MSS., Roll 208. » Mgg^^ Roll 205. 

^ " Scots Acts,'* vol. ii. p. 36 ; Car. App, p. 10. 
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the purpose of looking into the regulations foi^ the supj^y 
of bullion^ and of considering the " new straik '* to be 
made. Unfortunately, no trace of this *' act** can now be 
discovered, thongh in all probability it did not take effect 
till 1451, as we find Robert Gray's: last account rendered 
in 1450^ with the usual chargies and duties ; while in 
1452 new moneyers and new duties will be found. This 
act of 1449 also contains the important provision that no 
one in time to come shall strike money, unless they have 
the authority of the king nnder the great seal. A search 
has been made to see if any commissions to mdneyers are 
preserved in the Reg. Mag. Sig., ox in the Privy Seal ; 
but none have as yet been found.' 

1450. On the 21st July of this year Robert Gray and 
John de Dalrymple for the last time render, their account's 
at Edinburgh of the gains and expenses of 1 lb. 14ozs. of 
gold coined into demies, and 54 lbs. 2ozs. of silver made 
into groats, between 7th September^ 1448, and the date 
of the rendering. 

In all these accotmts the '^ gain to the king " is at the 
same rate, viz. : 16«. for each pound of gold (each pound 
containing 16ozs.) ; 59. 4^. for each pound of silver when 
coined into groats; and 5«. when coined into small money; 
but it will be observed that immediately after the passing 
of the act of 1451 the rate is considerably lower iii the 
silver coinage. 

1451. M4*. Lindsay considers^ the act of 1451 one of the 
fullest and most important we have relative to the Scottish 
coinage; and it is certainly the longest we have as yet met 
with« I have already stated that there is a probability 
that the "Act" made by the four-and-twenty persons 

-^ MSS., Roll 209. «« P. 28. 
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alliidefl to in the parliament of 1449, did not take effect 
till after it was authorised bj the parliament which was 
held at Stirling on the 25th October 1451 ;^ but this is 
not certain. The enactments now to be noticed are headed 
in the original record: — ''The ayisement of the Deputies 
of the thre Estatis, tuiching the mater of the money, &c.,'' 
and apparently occupy the whole session. It will not be 
necessary to enter into the details of this act as its pro* 
visions are given by Lindsay '^ and a part of the act in 
full in Cardonnel's Appendix.^ It provides for a new 
coinage of groats (at eight to the ounce) with half-groats, 
pence, halfpence, and farthings in proportion. It settles 
the course of the old coinage and orders a new gold piece, 
to be called a lion, and to be equal in weight to. the half 
English noble. The values of various foreign coins are 
also set forth. 

A careful perusal of this act raises several very curious 
points. No mention is made in the accounts we have just 
examined of the coinage of half-groats. The groats here 
called tbe sixpenny groats are generally considered ^ to 
be the groats with the fleur-de-lis of which no half has 
ever yet been discovered. And yet ^' the half-grote that 
now rj^nis'^ is more than once mentioned. 

The pennies minted by the king's moneyers are allowed 
to have course till the new ones are issued. Among the 
moneyers who are mentioned we recognise Robert Gray, 
John de Dalrymple, -sen. and jun., and Alex. Tod. The 
** John Spethy/' whose name does not occur in the Rbll$, 
was probably moneyer at some of the other mints, of which, 
though the coins are preserved, the records are now .lost. 

It is also provided that trusty men should immediately 

30 " Scots Acts," vol. ii. pp. 89, 40. ^^ Pp. 28^ 183. 

^ P.' 10 Appendix. ^ Lindsay, p. 28* 
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be seat to collect all the old coiiiiug-irona and alsotke. 
letters of graving from the gravers, and these wer*e to be. 
destroyed in presence of the king and his council, and 
new ones given out within the mint. The act closes, with 
some sensible provisions for the payment of obligations 
incurred during th0 time of the course of the old moneys.. 
Balfour, in his "Annals,^' ^ says that in this parliament the 
l^ing raised his money from 5s, the otmce to Ss., and the 
gold from £3 to ^4 Ids. 

1452. In the next parliament,^ held at Edinburgh 
the 26th of August, 1452, an act was passed ordering the; 
English penny to have course for three Scottish ones until 
the next meeting of parliament. 

1453. The following year a new moneyer, John Laun-» 
dale, renders an account^ at Stirling on the 19th June of 
his gains and expenses since 17th of May, 1452. No jcoinage 
of gold is recorded, but 338 lbs. 12 ozs. of silver were minted 
into groats and pennies. An important difference occurs in 
the seignorage, which is now stated to be 2s. 8rf. per lb. 
instead of the 5^. 4d, formerly invariably found in the 
accounts. Though no gold is accounted for by Laundale^ 
it is evident that some must have been coined,^^ for in a 
memorandum it is stated that the Auditors, of the Ex« 
chequer delivered to Alejc. Naper, Provost of Edinburgh, 
on the day preceding the rendering of the account " vij 
assais of gold, xxxiiij grotis of xij3 grotis and j.4 in a 
lokfast box qulnlk was of the assais of silver and of gold 
syn the xvij day of Maie the year m?. cccclii.'^ This aud 
the following gold coina^^es were probably the lions ordered 



^1.180. *^ " Scots Acts," vol. u. p. 41. 

«» MSS., Roll 216. - . 

^ It is to be observed that we cannot consider that these 
accounts record all the coinages which took plac6> 
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by the act of 1451^ though the denomination of the coin 
is not stated. 

About this period a great amoant of foiled monejr 
seems to have been current Certain false coiners are 
mentioned in the act of 1451^ and tlie towns where they 
carried on their operations are specified. In 1455 another 
act^ passed, to hold good for three years, ordering that 
whoever arrests a false coiner shall have ten pounds from 
the king besides the escheat of him that is forfeited. 

A parliament ^ was held at Edinburgh in October, 1456, 
in which several provisions aboat the money were enacted. 
The new groat in particular was ordered to pass for \2d., 
notwithstanding that the act of 1451 fixed it at 8d.; and it 
is forbidden, on pain of death for any coiner to strike 
either demies or sixpenny groats. 

1457* The following year certain lords were nominated 
by parliament in the month of March ^ to convene in the 
next place where the ''chekkar''. may be held, to com- 
mune upon the matter of the Jnouey, and in the mean- 
time it is ordered that the striking of money cease until 
other provision be made for it. Immediately after this 
we find Alex. Tod giving in his account^^ at Linlithgow, 
of ail the money coined by him from 15th November, 
1456. He accounts for lOf ozs. of gold, and 201^ ozs. of 
silver. As it is not stated to have been struck at Stirling, 
and as Robert Gray's name does not appear again, possibly 
Tod may have been transferred to the metropolitan mint. 
A curious provision may be noticed occurring in this 
account. After giving the number of the ounces of silver, 
the record proceeds *' centiuario coniinente sewcies vif/inti.^ 

» "Scots Acts/* vol. ii. p. 43. 

^ ** Scots Acts,'* vol. ii. p. 46 ; Car. App., p. 18, c. 58. 

*" " Scots Acts," vol. ii. p. 48. ** MSS., Roll 226. 
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1459. At Perth, on the 20th of July, 1459, the same 
moneyer gave in his account ^ of the coinages from August 
of the preceding year. Four ounces of gold are accounted 
for, 270 lbs. of silver were struck into groats, and 204 lbs. 
12ozs. of silver into small money {*' in minuta pecunia/') 

No other notice relating to the coinage is found in the 
reign of James II. The bursting of a cannon at the siege 
of Roxburgh Castle in 1460 put a sudden and unexpected 
close to the life of a prince who had done much to correct 
the abuses under which the country suffered. 

1464. Five years elapse before we find any notice relat- 
ing to the money. In June, 1464, Alex. Tod accounts ^^ 
for the coinage of 12 lbs. 2^ozs. of gold, but the denomina- 
tion of the coin is not stated. As will be afterwards seen, 
we find a mention of gold coined in this reign '^ in scutis," 
As both '^Rydaris'^ and '^unicarnys'* are also specially 
named in subsequent accounts, it is difficult to say what 
coinage is recorded here. A similar difficulty occurs with 
the silver coinage in this account. Three hundred and 
eighty- five pounds, fourteen ounces of silver are struck 
*Hn grossis duodecim denariorum et sex denariorum,^^ for 
which the seignorage is. stated to be 2d.y the ounce,^** thus 
showing tlie pound of silver to contain 16 ozs. 

The account of 1476 contains a mention of "new 
groats,^' which were, in all probability, those ordered by 
the act of 1475, twelve of which were to be coined out of 
the ounce. As the act of 1456 forbids, on pain of death, any 
future coinages of the sixpenny groats (of the fleur-de-lys 
type), the groats here mentioned were probably the crown 
groat, and its half, still current at the rate of I'Zd, 



** MSS., Roll 230. ^ *« MSS., Roll 252, 

** The duty on silver is elsewhere given at 2s. 8^/. the lb. 
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appointed by the act of 1456. It has not hitherto been 
supposed that these crown groats of eight to the oance 
were minted by James III., bat this account seems to 
render it probable that this was the case ; and if so, it 
affords another example of the type of one reign occurring 
at the commencement of the succeeding one. 

The coinage of small money given in this account is 
also very considerable, 94 lbs. 4 02s. being struck into 
pence and halfpence. The seignorage on these is fixed at 
Is. 4d. per pound, or half only of that payable for the 
groats and half-groats. 

In the minutes of the parliament of 1464-5 ^ certain 
provisions are made for bringing in bullion, and 4«. 9d. 
per ounce is fixed as the price to be paid to exporters of 
M'ool, &c., who were obliged to bring a certain amount of 
bullion to the mint. The " lew '' is proclaimed to 148, 4d., 
and searchers are appointed at each port to see that none 
take out of the realm more money than is necessary for 
their expenses. 

1465. In July of this year, Alex. Tod rendered his ac- 
count*^ from 14th of June, 1464, to the present date at Edin- 
burgh. This account differs only in the quantities from that 
last noticed. Four pounds, six and three-quarter ounces of 
gold were struck; 69 lbs. 13 ozs. of silver into 12d. and 6d, 
groats, and 66 lbs. 12iozs.of silver into pence and halfpence. 

1466. The next acts about the money were passed by the 
parliament ^^ assembled at Edinburgh in October, 1466. lu 
the first a penalty of £10 is imposed on any who shall take 
money out of the kingdom^ and the forfeiture of the money 

^ MSS. Register House, Edin. (not printed in the folio ed. 

of the Acts). 

"" Mb'S., Roll 254. 

*' *' Scots Acts," vol. ii. p. 86, c. lO, 11, 12 ; Car. App., p. 13. 



ANNALS OF THE SCOTTISH COINAGE. 255 

besides. Provision is also made for the trial and punish- 
ment of any " derkis '* who may be guilty of this offence. 
The second provides that the exporters of wool or hides 
out of the kingdom shall receive for every ounce of silver 
4s. 7d. ; but that the exporter shall bring two ounces for 
every "sek*^ taken out of the country. The last act 
provides for the coining of copper money^ which is to go 
at the rate of four to the penny ; a coinage of which no 
specimen has as yet been discovered. Three thousand 
pounds are ordered of this coinage^ and the rest of the 
money^ both gold and silver^ is to pass at the current rate 
except the new groat of Edward of England's coinage ^ 
which should pass for ten pence ; and the new English 
rose noble^ which is to pass for twenty *five shillings, and 
the lords appointed by parliament are to have power to 
make what rules they may deem proper about the 6d^ 
groat of the tieur-de-lis. 

The moneyer's account ^ from the 3rd of July, 1465, to 
the 18th of June, 1466, rendered at Linlithgow by Alex. 
Tod, shows a coinage of 17 ozs. of gold ; 10 lbs. 14| ozs. of 
silver in groats, and 121 lbs. 13 oz. in small pennies and 
halfpence. The duties, &c., are similar to the former 
accounts. In reference to the expression now found in 
the accounts " inminutis denariis,*^ there is a statement in 
Pinkerton's " Annals ^ of Scotland,^' that the penny was 
so diminished in this reign that it could not be cut into 
halves and quarters for small change, so billon farthings 
were introduced. This may refer to the copper money of 
four to the penny authorised by the act of 1466. Black 
money (cona nigre monete) is for the first time mentioned 

^ The groats of Edw. IV. coinage, after his fourth year, weigh 
only 48 grains (Hawkins, 112). 

*» MSS., Roll 254. «>Vol. i. p. 257. 
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in this account. No quantity is specified (or the sort of 
coin), but it is stated to have been made by an agree- 
ment entered into between the king (with the consent of 
the council) and the moueyers. This agreement may 
still be discovered. 

1467. In June, 1467, George Grinlaw, warden of the 
mint, renders the account** of Alex. Tod, at Perth, for the 
year from June, 1466. Twenty-three and a quarter ounces 
of gold were struck : 9 lbs. 3 ozs. of silver into groats, and 
53 lbs. 15 ozs. into small pennies. No change occurs in 
the other provisions. 

In October a parliament^ assembled at Edinburgh, 
and certain lords were appointed to prepare the Articles, 
and to look to the matter of money. More especially, 
they were deputed to determine how many English, 
how many Scottish, and how many black pennies were to 
be taken in the pound, and to fix the values of the English 
pennies and of the groat of the crown. The result of 
this commission is embodied apparently in the act of 
1467, which fixes the values of all the various coins, 
foreign and native, which were then commonly current. 
All are raised except the white Scottish penny and half- 
penny, which are to have course as they used to have. 
The black pennies are to cease being issued ; and as loss 
and annoyance have been caused throughout the kingdom 
by the continual change in the value of money, it is 
further enacted that payment of debts, contracts, &c., 
entered into before the passing of this act, are to be 
made of the same value as the money was before the act 
passed ; and thus all obligations made in the past which 
contain payments to be made in the usual money of 



*» MSS., Roll 258. « '' Scots Acts," vol. ii. p. 88. 
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Scotland^ shall be paid as the money had course at the 
time of the passing of this act. 

In Januaiy of the* same year a parliament ® was con- 
vened at Stirling, and acts were passed, raising the groat 
of the crown to fourteen pence, and the half to seven 
pence; the same values which were fixed by the act of 
the preceding year. The old English penny is fixed at 
4rf. and the new penny of Edward IV. at 8d, The white 
Scottish penny is to have course till the next parliament. 
Lindsay ^ erroneously attributes to this parliament an act 
which was not passed till the following year. 

1468. In the parliament ^ of 1468 which assembled at 
Edinburgh, fourteen commissioners, chosen from the pre- 
lates, the barons, and the commissioners of boroughs, were 
appointed for the Articles and the money. They recom- 
mended certain provisions which are embodied in an act 
of the same year. The act is given, but not with accu- 
racy, in CardonnePs Appendix : and Lindsay makes two 
shillings' worth of farthings, instead of three, go to the 
pound. This act is interesting as giving a list of the 
" Scottis money, that is to say, the demy, the lyone,®^ the 
grot of the croune and the grot of the flour de lice, and 
the small peny and the fardyng/' And all these are to 
go at the rate they went at before October, 1467. 

At Edinburgh, on the 22nd of June, Alex. Tod and 
William (roldsmith rendered their statements ^^ from the 

«» " Scots Acts/* vol. ii. p. 89 ; Balfour **An.," vol. i. p. 194. 
Cardon. App., p. 15 (where he says it was raised from twelve 
pence). 

^ P. 81. 

^^ " Scots Acts, vol. ii. p. 92 ; Cardon. App. p. 16. 

^ It would appear that the gold coins now commonly called 
St. Andrews, were all formerly known as ** lions," or Scottish 
crowns. 

'' MSS., Boll 260. 
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2nd of Jane, 1467, and accoant for 2 lbs. 3} on. of gold 
and 83 Ibe. 13| ozs. of silver coined into groats. From a 
nemorandam in this accoant it woald appear that the 
black money had been redaced in value, as a sum of iE45 
is allowed the moneyers to make ap the loss. The reduc- 
tion seems to have been one*half, as it is stated that at the 
commencement of the coinage the coin was to pass for 
one halfpenny, but afterwards it was redaced to a far- 
thing. The act of October, 1467, it will be remembered, 
ordered the coinage of the black money to cease. 

1469. In the parliament^ of this year, certain provi- 
sions were made against bringing in any foreign black 
money into the country. This act is omitted by Mr. Lind- 
say, though it is given correctly in Cardonnel's Appendix.^ 
A commission was again issued to certain prelates, 
barons, and commoners to consider concerning the impor- 
tation of bullion, the keeping money in the realm, and 
the course it is to have. 

1471. From the act^ of May, 1471, it would appear 
that these commissioners had not arrived at any 
determination, for the arrangements are delayed till 
next Parliament, though the *' new allayed groat '' of 7d. 
is reduced to 6d., and its half in proportion. What this 
coin was is not satisfactorily settled. It is to run at very 
nearly the same value as the groat of the fleur-de-lis, and 
yet is called alloyed, as if it were of billon. Mr. Lindsay ^ 
considers it equal in value to the half of the crown groat. 
1473. In July of this year parliament ^^ assembled at 
Edinburgh and passed the acts given in Lindsay's Appen- 

» *< Scots Acts," vol. ii. p. 97. 

" P. 17 ; Balfour's ** An.," vol. i. p. 196. 

«> "Scots Acts," vol. ii. p. 100. 

" P. 179. *» " Scots Acts," vol. u. p. 105. 
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dix ^ continuing the present values of the various coins^ for- 
bidding the further coinage of the placks and new pennies^ 
and providing that three persons be appointed to see 
whether they contain five shillings of fine silver in the 
ounce, as was ordered by the king. In the same parlia- 
ment ^ it was provided that in every town where there 
are goldsmiths, that they should depute and ordain a 
warden and a deacon of the craft who are to be sworn to 
examine and mark all articles of gold and silver if of 
sufficient quality and good workmanship. 

1474. In May, 1474, parliament ^ again met at Edin- 
burgh and passed an important act, which is not noticed 
by Lindsay. After fixing the amounts of bullion to be 
brought in by the various exporters of wool, hides, salmon, 
&c., the act continues, '^ And because the matter of the 
mone is ryt subtile and gret, and may not haistely be set, 
it is tbot speidfuU that the three estates commit their 
power to certane wyse and discret persouis to the nowmber 
of X. orxij., to awise and set the course of the mone, and 
to devise new mond as thai think maist expedient.^^ 
Every search has been made in the Historical Department 
of the Register House for any record of the doings of 
these " discreet persons ;'' unfortunately without being 
able to find anything to show what they did. That they 
did devise a new groat is I think probable from the tenor 
of the act passed at Edinburgh the next year, which 
orders groats to be coined, twelve to the ounce, " of the 
sarayn prent that the new grote is now,*' and to be of the 
same fineness, as the new English groat. The other money 

63 p^ 227. 

^ From a MS. of Sir James Balfour's, in the Advocates' 
Library, it appears that the price of silver at this time was 12^. 
the ounce. 

^ ** Scots Acts," vol. ii. p. 106. 
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acts of this parliament forbid the melting of any coined 
money whatever and raise the coarse of the current gold 
coins. The only Scottish ones mentioned are the " demy '' 
of which the value is fixed at ISs, 4d., and the ^'Scottis 
crowne'' also fixed at 13«. 4rf. Mr. Lindsay thinks^ 
the latter is the same coin as the lion, (mentioned along 
with the demy in the act of 1467, and elsewhere).^ As 
neither Unicorns nor Scottish Riders are mentioned, they 
had probably not yet been struck, though from the entry 
about the latter, in the moneyers' account of the following 
year, it is evident they had been in circulation before 
August, 1476, when Alex. Levyntoune and Thomas Tod 
render their account ^ at Edinburgh. For at that time 
they account for the profit and expenses of 13 lbs. 5 ozs. of 
gold coined " in scutis et novia denuTriis vulgariter dictis 
Rydaris : " — of 273 lbs. of silver coined into groats '* et in 
dimidiis grossis novis ;*' and of 140 lbs. 8ozs. of silver 
coined into small pennies. With regard to the gold 
coinage, it is evident that two sorts of coins were struck, 
part of the coinage being " in scutis " and the rest in 
Riders. The question therefore arises, what were the 
gold coins called '^ scuta ? '^ We find, in the later accounts 
of the same reign, distinct mention of gold coined into 
unicorns ; it is therefore not likely that two names would 
have been employed in the public accounts for the same 
coin ; and besides the shield is not so prominent on the 
unicorns as on some of the other gold coins. I have been 
unable to decide the point satisfactorily. The discovery 
of this record shows that the appropriation of the Riders 

'* P. 185. 

•■^ Sir J. Balfour's MS., in the Advocates' Library, says that 
in November of this year the ounce of silver was at lis. S(h and 
the gold at £6. 

«« MSS., Roll 271. 
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to James III. is beyond any question.^^ Half-groats of 
the Edinburgh mint are very rare, yet we have here a 
very considerable coinage of them^ and apparently more 
than one type^ as they are described as the new half-groat. 

1478. Two years after this, King JamesIII. caused avery 
fine medal in gold to be struck, and sent to the shrine of 
John the Baptist at Amiens. It is particularly described 
by Du Cange, in his '' Traits Historique du Chef de St, 
Jean Baptiste.^*^^ It weighed nearly 2oza., and was 2^ 
inches in diameter. On the obverse was a beardless king, 
with long hair, throned, and holding in one hand a naked 
sword, in the other a shield with the arms of Scotland. 
On the canopy above the throne, in Gothic letters, the 
legend IN MY DEFFEN; above the canopy, VILLA 
BERWICL The legend is in Gothic letters, MONETA 
NOVA JACOBI TERTII DEI GRATIA REGIS 
SCOTI-^. On the reverse is St, Andrew on his cross, 
with the usual legend SALVVM, &c. This remarkable 
medal was stolen during the first French revolution. It 
was apparently the work of some artist of the mint at 
Berwick, which was in operation^^ during this reign, 
though I have been unable, as yet, to trace any record of it. 

In the month of June the Scottish parliaments^ passed 
an act, which is not given either by Cardonnel or Lindsay. 
It begins by stating that the money, both of the realm 
and of other countries having course therein, having been 
taken away, and melted into bullion to provide for the coin- 
age ordered by last parliament, great inconvenience aud 

** In the " Acta Dom. Com." we find a case, tried in 1484, 
in which ** Scottis Ridars *' are again mentioned. ** Ac. Dom, 
Com.," p. 94*. 

'^ Pinkerton, on Medals, vol, ii. p. 148. 

'^ Lindsay, p. 96 ; Wingate, p. 72. 

'2 ** Scots Acts," vol. ii. p. 118. 

VOL. XII. N.8. M M 
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damage has resulted. For which reason the several acts 
relating to the import of bullion and the keeping of money 
in the realm are to be put into " sharp execution ;'' and 
in the meantime^ until a sufficient quantity of bullion is 
gathered into the country^ the king ordains that all coin- 
ing and striking of money, " gold, silvyr, gret or small/* 
shall cease; and the coiners shall forthwith deliyer up 
their coining-irons : and as soon as sufficient bullion is 
collected, the king, with advice of his council, shall make 
regulations for the weight, fineness, and value of the gold 
and silver money ; and shall also appoint a warden and 
master of the mint to see these regulations properiy 
carried out. This act shows that between 1474 and 1478 
an extensive recoinage had been ordered, but apparently 
not yet issued. 

Later on in the same yearl^ the lords of Articles are 
recommended to look into the matter of the money. 

1482. In 1482, Cochrane, Earl of Mar, the unworthy 
favourite of the king, was hanged over the bridge at Lauder. 
Permission had been given to him, as the chronicles 
relate,^^ to strike base money ; and this was one of the 
principal charges brought against him. Proclamation was 
made, immediately after his death, calling it in.^^ 

In February, 1483, the parliament,^® sitting at Edinburgh, 
ordered a piece of gold to be struck of the weight and 
fineness of the rose noble ; also the third and two-thirds 
of it j and a groat of silver, ten to the ounce, and of the 
same fineness as the old English groat ; and to pass for 
14d., with a half-groat corresponding ; and the king is to 

•« 9th March, " Scots Acts," ii. 122. 
'* ** Pitscottio Chron." (ed. 1814), vol. i. p. 84. 
« Burton's ** Hist, of Scot.," p. 183 (note) ; Pinkerton's 
** Annals," vol. i. 316 (see also App.). 
'« "Scots Acts," vol. ii. p. 166. 
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choose a wise man for warden of the mint, who shall assay 
the gold and silver. And the warden and coiners are to 
have the same fees they had in the two preceding reigns ; 
and the seignorage to the king is likewise to be the same. 

Mr. LindsayJ^ doubts whether this act was ever carried 
into effect; and it is certain that no gold coins of the 
weight of the rose noble have as yet been appropriated to 
this reign. He seems to think, however,^^ that the silver 
coinage took place; though the act of 1485 (omitted both 
by Cardonnel and Lindsay), which recapitulates, word for 
word, the act of 1483, renders it likely that the coinage 
did not take place till after the later date ; and even then, 
as is apparent from the moneyers' account, not exactly in 
terms of the act. After] again ordering a new coinage 
of gold and silver, the act goes on to provide for bringing 
in bullion, and directs that the coiner, out of every forty 
ounces of silver minted, shall strike one into small 
pennies,^^ and specifies the duties of the warden of the 
mint. The latter part of the act refers to the coinage of 
placks and half placks, and directs that they and all other 
money, shall have course as formerly ordained ; and heavy 
penalties are directed against those who disobey. This 
act is of great importance for the billon coinage of this 
reign, and it is surprising that Mr. Lindsay should not 
only have entirely overlooked it, but placed another act of 
this year, under the date February, 1483. Cardonnel, 
in his Appendix,^ gives the act correctly, but without 
any date. 

Li this parliaments^ provision was made for the better 
regulation of goldsmiths' work ; and it was ordained that 
in future the deacon and searchers, to be appointed in each 

' " P. 188. '^ P. 85. '» Lindsay, p. 81. 

^ App., p. 20. ^' " Scots Acts," vol. ii. p. 172. 
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borough of the realm where goldsmiths are, shall place on 
good and sufficient work the woi^man's privy mark,» the 
deacon's mark, and the mark of the town ; and that the 
silrer shall be eleren penny fine. 

Counterfeit money appears to have been largdy in- 
troduced about this period ; for at the dose of this par« 
liament^ it was enacted that in consequence of the loss 
caused by the bad money, which is made so '' subteiUe " that 
it is impossible to detect it, the new placks are withdrawn 
from circulation ; and those who bring them to the mint 
are to receiye the Talue of them at the rate of twopence 
each. 

1487. On the 18th of August, this year, Thomas Tod 
and Alex. Levington presented their account^ firom the 7th 
October, 1486, of the profits and expenses connected with 
the coinage of 8 lbs. I oz. of gold into unicorns {in denartis 
aureis vocaiis unicamys), and of 181 lbs. 1 oz. of silver 
into 14J. groats and half-groats. 

This is the last entry which occurs in the Chamberlain 
Bolls relating to the coinage. From the Act, which will 
be noticed immediately, it appears that new officers for 
the mint, and new regulations for the coinage, were shortly 
afterwards proposed. 

The parliament^ that assembled at Edinburgh ou the 
11th of January, passed some important enactments, 
which are noticed neither by Cardonnel nor Lindsay. 

The first ordains that, in consequence of the loss and 
damage sustained by false money, that keeps neither the 



^ It is donbtftd from the wording of the act, if this is not to 
be the searcher's mark. 

^ " Scots Acts/' vol. ii. p. 174. 

^ MSS., Roll 292. 

^ ••Scots Acts," vol. ii. p. 182, c. 9, 10, 11, 18. 
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-weight nor the fineness ordered by the act of parliament, 
and also by counterfeit money by false coiners^ and also 
because in times bygone there were two masters of the 
money, which rendered it difficult to fix the responsibility 
— it is now ordered that in all time coming the king is to 
depute a trusty person to be master of the money, who 
shall bear the whole charge of it ; and also that a warden 
and a changer shall be appointed ; and that these shall 
perform the duties and receive the fees, as in former 
times. The master of the money shall answer to the 
warden and changer in all things as is wont; and that 
they shall render their accounts to the Exchequer, and 
that assays shall be made when required. 

Other acts provide for the punishment of resetters of 
false money, for the due carrying out of the acts about 
bullion, and for preventing of the exportation of money, 
&;c., out of the kingdom. 

R. W. Cochran- Pateick. 

Note. 

a. My attention has been drawn to the fact that the coin of 
Alex. II. or III., alluded to at page 31 of the Num. Chron. 
(1872), is now read IttFRAI ON IN, so that Inchafl6-ay must 
be deleted from the Hat of Scottish mints. 

p, I am indebted to Dr. Stuart, LL.D., Secretary to the 
Soc. of Ant. of Scot., for some information ahout the coins 
found in Norrie's Law, noticed at p. 19, Num. Chron. (1872). 
At page 79 of the second vol. of his work on the " Sculptured 
Stones of Scotland " he gives all that can now be learned about 
them. It appears from the statements made to him that all the 
first find were melted before any record could be got of them. 
The few found later were Eoman (of Yalens, Oonstantius, and 
Antonia) and one Byzantine. 
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ON THE FRENCH MEDALS STRUCK ON THE IN- 
TENDED INVASION OP ENGLAND BY NAPOLEON I. 

On December 16^ 1869^ I exhibited at the Numismatic 
Society one of these medals with the legend '' Descente en 
Angleterre /' ^ and took occasion to make some observa- 
tions on the audacious mendacity of the great Napoleon. 
A gentleman present^ I remember, remarked that the 
exergual inscription which the medal bore : '^ Frappe & 
Londres,'' seemed to throw some doubt on its authen- 
ticity. As the account of these medals has some historical 
interest^ I now give a full description of the one just 
referred to. 

1. 06r.— NAPOLEON EMP. ET ROL Head of Napoleon 
laureate, r., with one of the ribbons of the wreath 
hanging across the neck. On the truncation, 
DROZ FECIT. Below, DENON DIREXI over 
a stylus. 

i2^.— DESCENTE EN ANGLETERRE. A naked male 
figure strangling another, whom he is holding 
aloft, and whose legs terminate in fishes' tails. 
In the exergue FRAPPE {nc) A LONDRES | 
EN 1804. 

A short time afterwards our friend Mr. Blades most 
kindly presented me with two other similar medals^ but 
which varied from No. 1. 

^ N.S., vol. X. Proceedings, p. 8. 
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2, This is, indeed, exactly like No. 1 ; except that round 
the rim it bears this inscription — COPIED 
FROM THE FRENCH MEDAL. 

8. Obv. — Same legend and similar, but not the same head, 
the disposition of the ribbons being different, 
and the head itself a trifle smaller. Same 
inscription in the truncation ; but below, 
DENON DIREXIM | DCCCVI. 

i?^.— -TOTO DIVISOS ORBE BRITANNOS.^ A similar 
group, but with some slight variations. The hair 
of the standing figure is short and curly ; it is 
of the ordinary character in the English copy. 
There is a sort of scaly ending to the trunk of 
the other figure on this medal, which is wanting 
in the copy, and the French work is certainly 
superior. In the exergue, DENON DL JEFFR. 
FE I 1806. 



I rather hastily came to the conclusion that the English 
copy, with its blustering legend and its false exergual in- 
scription, false in grammar as iu fact, was a deliberate 
falsification of the French medal-, and that I had done the 
great man an injustice ; but as what I had said had not 
been reported, this did not much matter. Still, if Iliad had 
leisure, I should have communicated these facts to the 
Numismatic Chronicle, as I thought they were not alto- 
gether void of interest. It is as well perhaps that 1 did 
not. 

Last summer, in a conversation I had with Mr. Franks 
of the British Museum, who knows something, and that 
not a little, on every subject, he informed me that the 
English medal was really copied from a French one, and, 
though he believed Denon had denied that any such French 
medal had ever been struck, there was a cast of the origi- 
nal in the British Museum. 

■ ■ ■■ -■ — ,. 1— ■ ■ , I I ^M J , w .— --. I » » ■ ■ ■ ■ >■ 1 I ■■■■■■ P. ^ 

'' From Yirg., Ec. i. 67. 
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This set me to examine carefully my Freuch medal of 
1806 with the legend TOTO DIVISOS ORBE BEI- 
TANNOS^ and I found in this lep;end traces of other 
letters ; thus, between the O and D, the last and first 
letters of the first two words, are two dots, which seemingly 
have formed a part of other letters ; in the V in DIVISOS 
there is the lower limb of a letter, which may have been 
that of an E ; in the two first letters of ORBE, are dear 
traces of EN ; and in the A in BRITANNOS there is 
the trace of some letter which is not distinguishable. But 
it is quite clear that there has been another l^end. 

Lately I have taken an opportunity of examining the 
medals in the Museum, and there I find two casts of the 
original French medal of 1804 and one electrotype of the 
reverse of the same. 

On the obverse is the head of Napoleon without 
any legend, and beneath it the inscription JEUFFROY 
FECIT ( DENON DIREXIT. The reverse on the two 
casts and the electrotype has the legend DESCENTE 
EN ANGLETERRE, with the exact type of No. 3, and 
in the exergue the inscription FR APPEE A LONDRES | 
EN 1804, 

From these facts it is probably safe to conclude that in 
1804 the die at least of a medal was prepared, from an 
impression of which the English copy was made, though 
imperfectly, and with the blunder of Frappe for Frapp(e. 

It may be worth while to consider the circumstances 
under which this original medal was devised. 

In May, 1803, after the failure of the Treaty of Amiens, 
war was declared between England and France. Napoleon, 
or Bonaparte as he was then called, fiirious against this 
country, formed what was called the Army of England 
for its invasion; but beyond this nothing was actually 
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done. This state of uncertainty continued for a year. 
In May, 1804, he took the title of Emperor, and in July 
he left Paris to visit the camp of Boulogne and the Army 
of England. On that occasion he distributed the Legion of 
Honour to his soldiers, with his head as Emperor. About 
this time too, medals, still extant and common, were 
struck as follows : 

06?;.— NAPOLEON EMPEREUR. Head laureate, r. 
J. P. DROZ. F. below. 

Rev.—E^ L'AN XII 2000 BARQUES SONT CON- 
STRUITES. A naked male figure to left, 
squeezing an animal of the leopard species 
between his legs and throttling it with a cord. 
In the exergue, DENON DIREXIT | 1804. 

This design seems to have been copied from an antique 
gem engraved in Worlidge, No. 4 

Napoleon, it is well known, loved to call the lion on the 
arms of England a leopard. And I believe that, heraldi- 
cally, it is properly designated as a " lion leopard. '* Why, 
heralds only know. 

This last- mentioned medal, therefore, was struck in this 
year, 1804,- to commemorate the construction of the flotilla 
oiprames, or flat-bottomed boats and gun- boats that were 
to convey the army across the Channel for the subjugation 
of England. At this time then, the die was prepared to 
commemorate the Descent on England, ready to be struck 
in London, when the victorious French army should arrive 
there. This was quite in keeping with the finger-posts at 
Boulogne that were inscribed '^ Chemin de Londres.'^ * 

In the meantime, as the descent on England never did 
take place, and Napoleon was ^' wanted ^' elsewhere, and 

^ I cannot refer to my authority for this statement, but I am 
sure I have met with it. I think it is in a life of Ugo Foscolo. 

VOL. XII. N.S. N N 
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the battle of Trafalgar had been fought^ the design for the 
medal commemorating ^'such descent as aforesaid/' as 
the lawyers wonld say^ became comparatively useless. 
But the type was good to mark the hatred of France 
towards England^ and the desire at least of the former to 
subjugate the latter. It was a modification of the type of 
Hercules destroying Antaeus. But here there were no 
accessories of Hercules^ and France was meant to be 
represented by the successful wrestler; and instead of the 
earth-bom Antaeus^ England was portrayed as a very fishy 
party. And so the medal^ with an alteration of the legends 
and date, was struck in 1806. 

Such appears to be the curious history of this affair. 

In the Museum there is a specimen of the medal No. 3 
with precisely the same marks of alterations in the letters^ 
and also of the English copy No. 2, with the inscription 
round the rim ; but there is none of No. 1 without such 
inscription^ which possibly may have been erased from 
this and other specimens with the fraudulent intention of 
passing it off as the original medal. 

I fear I have made this a very egotistical paper, giving 
rather an account of how I have traced the history of this 
medal to its source^ rather than its history from the 
beginning. But I trust this may be excused. 

T. J. Abnold. 

London, October, 1872. 

Note. 

Mr. Henfrey has been good enough to refer me to a paper 
in the ** Penny Magazine " for November 24, 1838 (p. 452), 
on the Boulogne Museum, in which the medal No. 1, with the 
legend FEAPPE A LONDKES, is described as being there. 
The writer states that there are but few specimens in ex- 
istence, as they were, it is said, suppressed. The specimen 
in the Museum, however, is obviously the English fabrication. 
The reverse is engraved in the magazine. 



XVIII. 

SA8SANIAN COINS. 

{Contintied from p. 119.) 

The concluding section of my second notice in this 
volume of the Numismatic Chronicle (p. 119) of the 
Sassanian coins figured in Mr. Steuart^s plates^ intro- 
duced an extraneous element in the contact of the 
Imperial issues with the provincial mintages of a border- 
land^ which fortuitously had concentrated within its 
limits so large an infiltration of Greek mythology as 
accepted by the Bactrians^ and had preserved for modem 
investigation, on the surface of its coins, so many curious 
vestiges of the contrasted types of Western worship in 
association with the cognate or otherwise independently- 
matured developments of Eastern religious ideals. 

The crude and imperfectly*finished Indo-Scythic gold 
and copper pieces, conventionally known as the Kanertd 
series, present us with numerous forms of pure Greeks 
Mithraic, Vedic, Brahmanical, and Buddhist symboliza- 
tions of the recognised divinities of each creed, at a 
given period, in a fixed locality. Here in these compara- 
tively undisturbed Asiatic centres, on and around the main 
highways of chance conquest and hazardous commerce, 
the conflicting emanations of crude Shamanism and more 
elaborately matured priestcraft, if they did not find a 
dominant home, at least secured a safe abiding-place in 
the full and free exercise of their sacred rites. 
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The transitory inflaence of the primitive Aryans had long 
since passed on to new and richer fields on the banks of 
the sacred Sarasvatiy where they finally lost their pastoral 
character in the coalition with the more materially civil- 
ised races of Turanian descent^ who had previously 
domesticated themselves in Northern India. 

I had proposed tocontinue the illustration of this singular 
pantheistic assemblage on the present occasion^ but I feel 
that I could scarcely do justice to so large a subject, 
within the limits now assigned to me in this journal, apart 
from the interruption of the main purpose of the con- 
secutive treatment of the Sassanian series of coins to 
which I am primarily pledged. So that I prefer to post- 
pone to a more suitable opportunity, when I may claim 
the aid of independent engravings, any extended remarks 
it might otherwise be desirable to offer on the general 
question. 

Shapur II. Zu'laktdf. a.d. 809—880. 

No. 41. PL IV., Fig. 1. Gold. 

Ohv. — ^Head of Sapor, with closely curled hair arranged in 
masses over his head. The ordinary tiara and globe 
are altogether dispensed with. The beard is elabo- 
rately dressed, and terminates in a pendant jewel, 
from which two curious cross-bars project. 

legend, imperfect, right ^y^ )^y^ left HD ^^ )J» ♦ «« 

Mazduan Bagi /S^ahpuhari Malkdn Malkd, 

Bev. — Fire-altar, with the head of Ormazd issning from the 
flames» The likeness is clearly imitated from the 
profile of the king on the obverse. On the shaft of 

\ 

the altar is inscribed the word ^^JftJiJ, Bdsti, 

'^ Tmth." Marginal legends obscure, ^«-^, Shah- 
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jouhari, and the mint Hili ^« (?)• A gold coin of 

this type in the British Maseam has the word Malki 
inserted on the reverse field (see a similar entry in 
• No. 86, ante, p. 115)i 

I attribute this unwonted departure from established 
usage in the style of Sapor's head-dress to the influence of 
Western associations imbibed during his varied intercourse 
with the Romans ; and a like disregard of home traditions 
seems to be indicated in the reproduction of his likeness 
in the bust issuing from the flames of the altar on the 
reverse. We have seen that these Sassanian kings claimed 
a divine origin^ but they do not seem to have arrogated 
divine attributes^ such as should have caused their images 
to appear in response to a prayer or a sacrifice^ at which 
the monarch himself so frequently appears in the act of 
ofiiciating in his own proper person. M. de Longperier 
wa:^ under the impression that this device alluded to the 
king's Ferohar, and he goes on to say, "On remarque au re- 
vers des m^daillesd'Hormisdas un buste plac6 sur Fautel au 
milieu des flammes. Cette addition au type ordinaire, qu'on 
retrouvera sur les m^dailles Nos. 36^ &c., a &t6 fort bien 
comprise de Marsden, qui, en d^crivant la m^daille No. 36, 
s'exprime ainsi : ' It might be considered as the represen- 
tation of a figure beginning to ascend from the flames ; 
the feruar, perhaps of Persian mythology; . . what is 
here exhibited may be the genius of the king himself 
brought to view by the performance of religious rites.* " 
Marsden, however, goes on to add, " Sir William Ouseley, 
indeed, suggests a difierent explanation of this mysterious 
appearance, where he says, " In the human head placed on 
a fire-altar, we may discover Ormuzd, or the Divinity, 
existing amidst flames '^ (i. 441). M. de Longp6rier, in 
support of Marsden's view, concludes, " II faut dire encore 
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que les medailles que je decris sous les Nos. 49^ 55 (pis. 
viii. 5^ ix. 5) [Varahr&n Y. and Vologeses] pr^sentent au 
centre de Tautel un baste ajuste comme celui du roi Test 
an droit des mSmes medailles. Cette similitude est 
decisive. La personne du roi 6tant Ized (Bumouf YaQna 
218), on coli9oit tr^s-facilement que sa representation^ son 
firouer, soit confondu dans I'adoration des hommes avec 
le feu d'Ormazd'' (p. 37). The similitudes here pointed 
out indubitably exist, but the larger question remains as 
to their application^ and as to whether these godlike forms 
were not intentionally imitated, in a spirit of Oriental 
flattery, firom the living busts of royalty. The earlier 
representations of Ormazd's head have nothing in com- 
mon with the concurrent image of the king, and the 
ferohar supposition seems to be negatived conclusively by 
the fact that we find such expressions as the following in 
the Parsi sacred texts now accessible : " I [Zoroaster] 
will now teU you . . . the wise sayings of the most wise 
. . . the sublime truth which I see arising out of these 
sa(^red flames/' ( Gatha Ahunavaiti). And more distinctly 
in the contents of the Yasna Haptanhaiti, which are prayers 
offered up to Ormazd, &c., " to the fire, as the symbol of 
Ahuramazda, who appears in its blazing flame.''^ Further 
illustrations of this question are afforded by the advanced 
devices of the class of coins represented by No. 59 in this 
article. 

No. 42. PI. IV., Pig. 2. 

Obv, — Head of Sapor 11., with a raised crown, sormonnted by 
the ordinary globe. The point of the beard is tied 
and decorated with the curious cross-bars already 
noticed in Fig. 1. 



^ Dr. M. Hang, ** Essays on the Sacred Language and Beli- 
gion of the Parsees." Bombay, 1862. Pp. 141, 161. 



SASSANIAN COINS. 275 

Legend, restored from better specimens (see Fig. 8, &c.) : — 

)Jia3)ll 2 )JI23ll Ji^2H^ P5^ ^2il2^1IJ^ 3^ )X^5^^^ 

(i>W ^ ulr-i^ ^/-^ c)^r• ^j^^-^r^ ^/-^ LT^i*^ 
Mazdisan Bagi Shahpuhari Markdn Markd Airdn wa Anirdn. 

** The Ormazd worshipper, divine Shahpur, King of Kings of 
Iran and non-Irdn." 

Eev. — ^Fire-altar, as in Fig. 1, with Rasti on the pedestal, and 
portions of Shahpuhaxi Nawazi on the margin. The 
likeness of the head issuing from the flames to the 
profile on the obverse, if intentional at all, is greatly 
subdued. 

No. 43. PL IV., Fig. 3. Similar coin. 

No. 44. PI. IV., Fig. 4. Degraded type of the coins of 
Sapor, with the legend disposed so as to read from the 
outside of the piece, instead of the ordinary arrangement^ 
whereby the foot-lines of the epigraph encircle the bust of 
king, as in the previous examples. 

Legend^ commencing at the front of the king's crown, 

^a^2AI24JJJ^ d^ Jl»£j5!^ 

Mazdisan Bagi Shahpuhari Mark&n, 

It will be remembered that this peculiarity of the exte- 
rior definition of legends was common to several classes of 
oriental coins (see Numismatic Chronicle, n.s., vol. x., 
pp. 155 — 161) dating from proximate localities, and the 
indication itself may prove of much importance in the 
future classification of these and other undetermined 
series, and in settling the geographical distribution of 
the mints affecting this exceptional process. As a minor 
contribution to this end, I may notice that a similar 
piece in the British Museum has inscribed on its reverse, 
in well-defined characters of the old Girn&r type, the two 
Hindi letters HR. 
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No. 45. PL IV., Pig. 5. Half piece. 

Obv, — Similar to Figs. 2 and 8 ; bat the legend is arranged in 
donble lines. In the inner circle tiie name of Shah- 
puhar is distinct. 

Rev. — ^Fire-altar and supporters, as in Figs. 1» 2, 8, with 
RasH on the pedestal of the altar. 

Ardbshir II. A.D. 380 — 384. 

No. 46. PI. IV., Pig. 6.» 

Obv, — Cmdely executed bast of the king, wearing a cap-shaped 
tiara, sarmoanted by the asaal globe, &c, 

tiix^ii Mi^i^ t^9^ a^^tjii^xii (^^ )J»£j->^ 

Jfj^\ U^ JJj^ J - , tu c 7 ^1 (^Ij y:y^J^y^^ 

(Mazdisan Bagi) Artaahatr Markdn Markd Airan, 

<* (The Ormazd worshipper, divine) Artaxerxes, King of Kings 
of Iran." 

Bev, — The ordinary fire-altar (without the head of Ormazd). 
Supporters (coarsely defined) facing the altar, with 
swords at guard. No legends. 

No. 47. M. de Bartholomsei,^ in his unpublished plates, 
gives several examples of the money of this king, which 
are distinguished by better defined outlines of the tiara 
than Mr. Steuart's specimen here engraved. The inten- 
tion would seem to have been to follow, with slight 
modification, the pattern of the crown adopted by Varah- 
rin III. (PI. III., Fig. 6, No. 30, ante). One of the 
peculiarities of the palaeography, only partially indicated 
in Fig. 6, PI. IV., but already more distinctly developed 

' Dr. Mordtmann gives a stamped reproduction of a similar coin 
of Ardishir 11., under fig. 18, pi. vii., of his illustrations. The 
impression is taken from a coin of Dr. Bosen^s. The three 
coins, Nos. 1, 2, 8, pi. vii, of M. de Longperier*s work, erro- 
neously assigned to Ardeshir II., belong to Yezdegird I. (see 
Figs. 10—18, PI. IV., and Fig. 1, PI. V., infra. 

' Prinseps' Essays, ii. 40. 
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in the gold piece of Hormazd II. (No. 36, ante), is the 

gradual substitution of the Pehlvi ]> =b, /, for the pre- 
viously conventional 2 = "n, /*, in Ma/kd. This innovation 
is prominently established by the more perfect specimens 
in the Russian collection.^ 

Shahpur III. A.D. 384—386. 
No. 48. PI. IV., Pig. 7. 

Ohv, — Bust of king, with ornamental flat tiara, snrmoanted by 
the usual globe, &c. 

Legend, distorted— i»^3^ S^y'C ^'^^^^ ^^ )^^^'C 

liL-U ^IIU ^jSt ^ . c "' yj-i ctV.^--* 
Mazdisan Bagi Shahpuhan Malkdn Malka. 
** The Ormazd worshipper, divine Shahpur, King of Kings." 

Bev, — ^Fire-altar, with Ormazd in the flames. Supporters 
facing the pyre. 

Legend— a^i» Aair). " Fire." 

No. 49. PI. IV., Fig. 8. Similar coin, with a better 
defined tiara and more legible epigraph, identical with the 
restored legend above given. 

Rev. — Legend, a more definite approach to the full inscription 
to be found on the better specimens of this mintage, 

embodying the two words, ^XU2^1I<J^ ^la^ii 
Aturi Shahpuharif (Sacred) ** fire of Shahpur." 

On the pedestal of the altar are to be seen traces of the 
now conventional adjunct ^ftouji), i?a5^^ " Truth " (see, 
ante, coin 39). 

^ A reference to the Table of Alphabets prefixed to this series 

of papers will remind the reader that I> = 3 stood for r and /, 
while a did duty for r or iv. 
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The coin figured as No 7^ PI. III., which was noticed 
at p. 112 as out of place, would appear to belong to 
Sapor II. The legend is illegible in the engraving, and I 
have vainly sought for the original in the British Mu- 
seunij where many of Mr. Steuart's coins are preserved. 
The reverse varies from those of Nos. 48 and 49 in the 
absence of Ormazd's head from the flames of the altar. 

Varahran IV. Kerm&n Shah. a.d. 886—397. 

No. 50. PI. IV., Fig. 9. 

Obv. — ^Head of king, with the elegant tiara, officially recog- 
nised as his device (which may be seen to better 
advantage in coins Figs. 2 and 8, PI. V.). 

Legend (imperfect)— * * H^^^^ tii)ii)a ^^ )J>£^>^ 



t"^ 



Mazdisan Bagi Valakldn Markdn (Markd)» 
<' The Ormazd worshipper divine, Yarahran, King of Kings." 

Rev» — ^Fire-altar, with Ormazd's head issuing from the flames. 
On the shaft of the pedestal Rdstiy " Truth " (only 
partially legible), supported by duplicate representa- 
tions of the king, with his conventional crown. 

No. 51. PL v.. Fig. 2. A nearly identical piece, vary- 
ing, however, in the retention of the simple fire-altar of 
the intermediate period, previous to the introduction of 
the image of Ormazd, and the insertion after the king's 
name of the ChaJdee relative pronoun, or sign of the geni- 
tive, "IT, or zi, so frequently occurring in Pehlvi legends. The 
conclusion of the epigraph, on these occasions, is curtailed 
to Malkd or Malkdn, as if the sentence was intended to 
run " of kings,'* or " who (is) king (?).' 



}> 5 



' This combination of a Chaldaic form of legend with the 
simple altar may perchance indicate that the adoption of the 
Ormazd head was typical of the Eastern provincial coins, as 
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No. 52. PI. V.^ Fig. 3. Similar coin as regards the 
obverse. The reverse reverts to the Ormazd's head^ and 
in addition to the remains of the usual Rdsti on the shaft 
of the altar^ retains traces of the elsewhere complete record 
of 322^11 )^7ii72, Varakrdn aturi, '' Varahran's fire.'' 
Above the altar^ to the left of the fire^ may be seen the 
letters ^jj^ As^ which seemingly stand for the initial letters 
of the name of the mint. On other specimens we find the 

biliteral forms 3a, hji, Sd, Jiju jiii {Le., A.H.), )ji^ 

aX 2JI, and Jai^, which obviously associates itself with 
the ancient mint of Dardbgird. In addition to these 

3«^ SM 

simple forms^ we have the compounds — ;??= — and 

3-> zi 



)jlA • 



Kar 
^— on opposite sides of the flames, as thus repro- 

^S zi 

duced, which may possibly stand for " of Shiz '* (Canzaca)® 

and '' of Kdn/' &c. 

No. 53. The most interesting varieties of Varah- 
ran IV.'s coins are those which revive the ancient form 
of the fire-altar of Ardeshir Babak (PI. I., 6—12), of 
which we already have imitative reproductions under 
Sapor II. (Longperier, vi. i.) These present us with the con- 
trasted legends of ^la^ii {11)11)2, VcUahlan Aturi, arranged 
around the sacred fire in the order quoted, and 111)11)2 
^MDii), Rasti Valahldn, so written in some instances, 

the device was first introduced by Hormazd II. (No. 84, p. 118) 
in association with his expedition towards Kabul. 

• J. R. A. S., xiii., p. 898, No. 80 mint. Sir H. Rawlinson, 
Jour. R. Geog. Soc, x. (1840), p. 898. 
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but in Others dispoaed of in the form represented in the 
But^oined Pehlvi type — mjsJjiJs fircw^c, the RdsH read- 
ing from the oppoaite point of view to the associate 
name of Valakldn. 



In the sixth volume of the Num. Chron., p. 241, I 
published a woodcut of the head of Varahr&n Kerman 
Sh&h^ taken from the celebrated Devonshire Amethyst 
which proved to have been the official seal of state apper- 
taining to bis local government, during the lifetime of his 
father. Aa the woodcut of the legend which surrounds 
the main device has been preserved by our publishers, I 
insert it in this place for the purpose of showing the com- 
parative freedom of the forms of the letters in contrast to 
the more stiff and formal alphabet in use upon the coins. 

[Transcript]. — Varahk&h Kerman Malkd bari Mazdisan 
Bagi Shahpiihali MaVsdn Malkd Aiidn lea Anildn 
Minuchatali Min Yazddn. 

'' The more elaborate and finished cat of the same head 
inserted above, was eugraved by Mr. Williams for my " Essay 
on Sassanian Inecriptions " (Triibner, 1866). It baa been re- 
produced with my permiBBioD, in Mr. King's last edition of big 
"Antique Gems." 
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" Varahran, King of Kerroan, son of the Ormazd vorahip- 
per, the divine Shahpiir, King of Eings of Iran and non- 
Iran, of celeatial origin from Qod." 

A singular hazard has presei'ved to us a second official 
seal of this monarchj^ which competes in historical interest 



and artistic treatment with the more valuable gem just 
noticed. The present seal -was clearly engraved after 
Varaht&n's accession to the throne of his &ther, and 



* This seal is now in the British MnHenm, having been ori- 
ginally obtained by General Canningham at Bawal Findi, in 
the Pimjab. The etone is a dark onyx, with the surface film 
of white carefully preserved. The engraving is the woik of 
Mr. WilliamB, which declares its own merit, but it has neces- 
sarily lost some of the finer and more aitietic touches of the 
original. The cat appeared in my " Sassanian Insoriptions," 
and in the Jonr. R. Asiatic Society for 1668. 
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presents us with a full-length portrait of the king in the 
act of spearing one of the national enemies of his race^ a 
prostrate Roman soldier. The crown of the youthful 
monarch will be seen to be identical with that figured on 
the coins^ and the position of the figure and the weapons 
he bears are authorized by the traditional portraits pre- 
Berved to a comparativdy modera date, amid the archives 
of the state.^ 

Yesdegibd I. A.D. 397 — 417. 
No. 64. PI. IV., Fig. 10. 

O^v.— Head of the king, with close-fitting helmet, tiara, globe 
above, and crescent in front. 

Legend (restored)— i»^3^ ^^y-C ^^^IJ-^^ ^ )^^^'C 

Mazdiian Bagt Izdakirti Mtdkdn MalM, 
** The Ormazd worshipper, divine Yezdegird, King of Kings." 

Rev. — Simple fire-altar, with the king and a Mobed ministering 

at the service. On the pedestal of the altar ^^JIJ«3 
Bdsti. Above the altar, to the left of the flames. 

No. 55. PI. lY., Fig. 12. Similar coin^ with a more 
complete obverse legend. 

Bev. — ^Fire-altar, as above. On the shaft ^22^11, Aturt (?) ; 

" Bahram filins Saporis, cognomento Eirmanschah 

Vestis csBmlea est, acn picta, braccffi mbrsB itemqne pictoratte, 
corona viridis inter tres apices et lunnlam anream ; stat dextra 
mana hastem tenens, sinistra gladio innixus. (Translation from 
the Arabic text of Hamza Isfahani, by Dr. Gottwaldt. St. 
Petersburg, 1846. P. 89.) 
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on the right margin 5^J^a^5, Izdakarti ; on the 

)<54 kin 



sides of the fire 



A 



5^ ladi. 

No. 56. PI. IV-, Fig. 11. 
O^.— Head as usual. 
Legend— ^93^)i»^3^^^2^^>5 ^2^J0^3 d^ j«£j5!^ 

-Rw. — ^Fire-altar as usual. Left, Izdakarti; right, Aturi; 
above the altar, J)ii, ^5. 

No. 57. Pi. IV., Fig. 13. 

Obv, — ^As in the last coin. 
Eev, — ^Altar as above. 

Legend— 3^2^^>5 M^^^J 3^^ii 

T 

Atishi here takes the place of the older form of Aturi. 

)ji4 Mr 

On the sides of the Flames 

No. 58. PI. v.. Fig. L 

Obv. — ^The usual head. 

Legend (head-lines facing in wards)£^^ ^^^y^-^^ •^^^HO^^ 

Ramshatri Izdakarti Kadi, 
Bev. — The usual fire-altar, &c. Left, 11, h; right, ^u, At. 
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Vararhan V. Gor. a.d. 417 — 438, 

No. 59. PL VII., Fig. 8. 

Obv, — Head of the king, with his conventional tiara. 

Legend— 11^3^ )^y^ )A»3ii32 

Valahldn Malkdn Malkd. 

[Other specimens add, Magdisan Bagi BAm-shatri.^ 

'* Varahran, King of Kings." 

liev, — Fire-altar, with the head of the king inserted in the 
upper section of the pedestal, immediately helow the 
fire, in the centre of the flames of which appear the 
crescent and globe of his tiara. It will be seen that 
in this case the king's head occupies a very different 
position from the Ormazd head of the previous cur- 
rencies. In effect, it constitutes a part of the altar 
itself; thus indicating more clearly the monarch's 
personal ownership of the fire, which the earlier 
legends have taught us to recognise. 

To the left of the device, Valafildn. To the right 
the mint monogram AL 

No. 60- Longp6rier. PI. VIII., Fig. 5. 

Obv. — Conventional representation of the king. 

Rev, — The ordinary simple fire-altar, usually supplemented 
with the word Edsti on the shaft, and the legend of 

32a^il )jiJij2, Valahldn aturif more or less com- 
pletely defined. The mint-mark in these examples 
is above the altar. 

The following comprise the initial mint records of 
Varahran V. that have come under my observation : — 
AS, AE, VH, LS or RS, ZEV or ZEK, LD or RD, AT, 
KA, KR, MI, PLI or PRI, BR or BU. 

Ykzdegird II. A.D. 4f38— 457. 

No. 61. PI. v., Fig. 4. 

Obv, — Head of king, with turreted tiara, similar to that of 
his father, Varahran V. 



of 
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Legend— ^^3)^-5!3 5^^ )M^S^ 

Mazdisan Kadi Izdakarti. 
" Of the Ormazd worshipper, King Yezdegird." 

Rev. — Simple fire-altar and supporters. Traces of Bdsti on 
the shaft. Mint (to the right), Ai. 

No. 62. Coin of similar character^ but less finished 
execution. Mint^ As. Yezdegird II.'s mints are limited 
to the Fehlvi initials corresponding with the English letters 
BABA. AV. ZaK, MI . AH. The reverses are irregular 
in the arrangement of the legends ; the inscription to 
the left varies from Atur and Izdakar to a new term 
expressed in the Pehlvi letters ^aij, Ifarki (?). The latter 

word is sometimes transferred to the right of the fields in 
the place ordinarily occupied by the mint-mark ; in which 
case the tenor of the legend runs, Izdakarti Narldy and 
may be taken as a mere modification of the Izdakarti 
Attiri, or " Yezdegird's fire/' the Narki being apparently 
some of the adaptative derivatives of N r, Nur, " fire," 
" light," &c. The term occurs in combination, as Bd^narki 
on a gem in the British Museum, the central device of which 
is an ibex suckling two infants, Romulus and Remus 
fashion. Dr. Mordtmann (p. 71) reads this word as Nehi, 
'^ good ;" but the u is clear on the better specimens.^^ 

FiEoz. A.D. 459—486. 
No. 63. Gold coin of Firoz. Mint, Baba. [Merve.] 
No. 64. PI. v., Figs. 5, 6. 

Obv. — Head of Firoz, with winged tiara, usually of crude 
execution. Nos. 10 and 11 are attested and farther 
defaced by subsequent hall-marks. 

10 gee coin in Ariana Antiqua, pL xiv., 15, and the Gem in 
J.E.A.S., xiii. p. 421. 
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Legend— 3gwfl 5^^ ) Behind the head tracee 

^^jl;i^ 1^*^ ) of Mndktan. 
Kadi Firuchi, 

R&v. — Simple fire-aHar and enpiKMrien, with star and creseent 
ahove the altar. Legend, to the left, Firwshi, To 
the right the mint initials, As, Wal, RMd or Lad (?). 

No. 65. Small coin of similar types. Mint, As. 

No. 66. PL v., Pigs. 7, 8. 

Obv. — ^Head of king, witii erown, crescent, globe, Ac., follow- 
ing more closely the conventional tiaras of his pre- 
decessors, seemingly marking, in tiie contrast with 
Nob. 6-^11, the enrrencies of the metropolitan pro- 
vinces. Legend as above. 

Bsv, — ^E^-altar, supporters, star, and crescent as above. 

This class of coina introduces us to the novelty of the 
first insertion of the ^ates of the reign^ which are entered 
on the left of the field of the reverse, in the space devoted 
in the other variety of coins to tlie repetition of the name 
of the king. The numbers observed are the Syriac Aria 
4, ScUa 6, Shaba 7, and the Persian Dutvazdah 12. 

Eow. Thomas. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE NUMISMATIC 

SOCIETY. 



SESSION 1871—1872. 

OOTOBBB 19, 1871. 

W. Blades, Esq., Librarian, in the Chair. 

The following presents were announced and laid on the 
table : — 

1. Bulletins de TAcademie Eoyale de Beigique, 2"^ 3erie. 
Vols. xxiz. and xxz., 1870. J'rom the Society, 

2. innuaii*e de TAcademie Boyale de Belgique, 1871. From 
the Society. 

8. Bevue de la Nnmismatique Belge« S^ Serie, tome iii., 
8"« livraison, 1871. From the Society. 

4« The Journal of the Historical and Arch»ological Associa- 
tion of Ireland. 4ti[i Series, vol. i., Nos. 6 and 7, 1871. From 
the Society. 

5. Aarboger for Nordisk Oldkyndighed og Historic. Parts 
n., m., and lY. for 1870, with Index and Part I. for 1871^ 
From the Society. 

6. Gomptes rendues de la Societe Fran9aise de Nnmismatique 
et d'Archeologie, tome i., 1869. From the Society, 

7. Bulletins de la Society des Antiquaires de TOnesi 1** 
trimestre de 1871. From the Society. 

8. Smithsonian Beport for 1869. From the Smithsonian 
Society. 
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9. Description of f^ Selection of Coins and Medals relating to 
America. By W. S. Appleton, Esq. From the Author. 

10. Les Squelettes des Arenes de Paris. By M. Charles 
Lefebvre. From the Author. 

11. Medals, Clasps, and Crosses. By J. W. Fleming, Esq., 
F.R.C.S. From the Author. 

12. Observations of Comets from b.o. 611 — ^a.d. 1640, ex- 
tracted from the Chinese Annals. By John Williams, Esq., 
F.S.A. From the Author. 

Mr. Frentzel exhibited medals of Francis Joseph I. of Austria, 
struck in commemoration of the opening of the Suez Canal, in 
1869, and of his pilgrimage to Jerusalem, in the same year. 

Mr. Golding exhibited a solidus of Arcadius, struck at Milan, 
and a denarius of Sept. Sevems, both found at Caerwent. 

Mr. Lang, H.B.M. Consul for Cyprus, exhibited a gold stater 
of Alexander the Great, bearing a star and the monogram 2A 
on the reverse, which he was of opinion was coined at the mint 
of Salamis, in Cyprus. This stater was one of a large hoard of 
gold coins of Philip 11. of Macedon, Alexander the Great, and 
Philip m., lately discovered near Lamaca, in Cyprus, and 
nearly the whole of which has come into the possession of Mr. 
Lang. A detailed account of the hoard is given in the Num. 
Chron., N.S., vol. xi., p. 229. 

Mr. P. Gardner contributed a paper " On some Greek coins 
bearing the Letters TPIH," which is printed in the Num. Chron., 
vol. xi., p. 162. 

Mr. Barclay V. Head read a paper, by himself, << On some 
rare Greek Coins recently acquired by the British Museum,'* 
of which he exhibited impressions. See vol. xi., p. 166. 

Mr. Longstaffe contributed a paper entitled, "Did the Kings 
between Edward HE. and Henry YI. coin Money at York on 
their own Account ?" It is printed in vol. xi., p. 198. 
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November 16, 1871. 
W. S. W. Vaux, Esq., President, in the Chair. 

p. Bemey Brown, Esq., Percy G-ardner, Esq., M.A., Alfred 
J. Lawson, Esq., E. M. Nicholson, Esq., and Joseph B. Eipley, 
Esq., were elected Members of the Society. 

The following presents were announced and laid on the 
table : — 

1. Bulletins de la Societe des Antiquaires de TOuest. 2°^* 
trimestre de 1871. From the Society. 

2. Miinz-sammlung des Stiflbes St. Florian in Ober-osterreich. . 
By M. Frederic Eenner, Conservateur du Cabinet Imperial des 
MedaiHes, at Vienna. From the Author. 

8. The Thomgrafton Find. By Dr. J. CoUingwood Bruce. 
From the Author. 

Mr. Evans exhibited some pennies of William Bufus, chiefly 
struck at London. 

Mr. T. Jones exhibited a drachma of the island of Rhodes, 
having on the obverse a head of Helios, with a new counter- 
mark. 

B. H. Lang, Esq., H.B.M. Consul at Cyprus, communicated 
a paper, giving an account of the treasure of gold staters of 
Philip the Second of Macedon, Alexander the Great, and Philip 
ArrhidsBus, lately found at Lamaca. See Num. Chron., vol. xi.,. 
p. 229. 

M. F. de Saulcy communicated a paper <'0n the Coins of 
the Zamarides Jewish Dynasts of Bathyra.'* Printed in vol. xi.» 
p. 157. 



Deoembeb 21, 1871. 

W. S. W. Vaux, Esq., President, in the Chair. 

Robert W. Cochran Patrick, Esq., F.S.A. Scot.> was elected 
a Member of the Society. 
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She fBDowiBg jrmtmA mm muaaaae&i and hid on the 



TmftiliflM dat Mnnnaim an typa Esfteifiii bappet^ ao Europe 
pandani la ziiL al zrr. Sealaa. Bj J. OniilBid. From 
W. Hadaa, Eaq. 

Mr. fiim aant te eihiWIkm iaipro B M ona of a ailvar aom of 
Alarandar of Epima, atmak al TaieDftam, and of asilYaraom 
of Nazoa, in Sieilyy in iina pi aaa ifali on; obraraay head of 
Dionyaoa ; rayaraa, Fann. Mr. Sm abo aontrilmtad a ahori 
aeaonni of the Dornoah Troaaora-irovay irldak eonasiad of one 
Baottiah penny of Alaiander IXL, aerenty-aiz Eng^liah penniea 
of Edwarda Ly IL, and IXL, and three foreign aterlingB. 

Mr. Hanftej ezbilntedt on behalf of Mr. Maakenrie, ol Dor- 
noah, a aet of Engliah aQyar aoina of Edwmrda I., IL, and lY., 
Chariea L and EL, and a Baetrian aopper aoin of Azea. 

Mr. Yanz ezhifailedy on behalf of Mr. Shennan, impreaaiona 
of aix Gariovingian aoina Ibnnd al Mnlhboden, Baltymore 
EnaCacey aoanty Eildarey in March, 1871. 

Mr. B. y. Head ezhibiied enkrged pktea of a aet of fine 
Greek aoina of Erolon, Heraklea, Thaaoa, Elia, fte., printed by 
the new Heliotype proeeaa. 

Mr. A. J. Evana aommnnieated a paper, printed in Tol. xi., 
p. 264, on afind of aome two hundred eoina of Edwards I.,n., 
and IIL, at Oxford. Mr. E^ana, after a detailed examination 
of thia hoard, arrived at the eondurion that the nanaUyaaeepted 
diieAinetion between the coins of the first three Edwards, ac- 
cording to the more or less lengthened form of the King's 
name and litlea npon the obverse, must be consideraUy modi- 
fied by the consideration of the style, weight, &e., of the coins 
themselves, and by documentary evidence bearing npon the 
question* 

Mr. Neck made some remarks npon Mr. A. J. Evans's pro- 
posed new classification of the above-mentioned coins, in the 
aonrse of which he expressed his opinion that it was based 
upon a more scientific theory than that which has generally 
been adopted. 
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Januabt 18, 1872. 
W, S. W. Vaux, Esq., President, in the Chair. 

W. B. Baker, Esq., Arthur John Evans, Esq., and E. T. 
Bogers, Esq., were elected Members of the Society. 

The following presents were announced and laid on the 
table : — 

1. Bevne de la Nomismatiqne Beige. 6"^" Serie, tome iv., 
I'* livraison. From the Society. 

2. Bulletins de la Societe des Antiquaires de TOuest. 8"^" 
trimestre de 1871. From the Society. 

8. Memoire sur les Monnaies Datees des Seleucides. By 
M. F. de Saulcy. From the Author. 

Mr. J. F. Neck exhibited a groat of Edward m., read- 
ing on the obverse, +edwab' x dei x qrk* x bex x anol' x 
DNS* x HiB* X z'ac, and having an annulet on each side of the 
head, instead of the ordinary trefoil at the end of the cusps of 
the tressure. This coin was struck at London, and weighs 
sixty-nine grains. 

The Bev. Mr. Gordon exhibited an electrotype of an unpub- 
lished coin of the British chief, Verica, lately found in Sussex. 

Mr. P. Gardner communicated a paper '' On an Unpublished 
Coin of Artavazdes 11., King of Armenia,'* which will be found 
in vol. xii., p. 9. 

Mr. Cochran Patrick communicated a paper ** On some Un- 
published Varieties of Scottish Coins;** and Mr. Bogers one 
<< On a Dinar of Bedr, the Son of Husnawiyeh.** See vol xi., 
pp. 288 and 258. 



Febbuaby 15, 1872. 

W. S. W. Vaux, Esq., President, in the Chair. 

Henry Septimus Gill, Esq., was elected a Member of the 
Society. 
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I The following present was announced and laid on the 

table : — 

Proceedings and Papers of the Kilkenny and Sonth-East of 
Ireland ArchaBological Society. N.S., vol. vi., Oct. 1867, No. 
58. From the Society. 

Mr. Evans exhibited a second brass coin of Hadrian, fotmd 
in Hertfordshire, and with bbitannia on the reverse. 

Major Hay exhibited coins of the Ortoldte class of Nejmeddin 
! Melek Diarbekr, of Hnsam ed-din Melek Diarbekr, and of 

Alkamil, Snltan of Egypt. The reverses of the first two of 
these coins were imitated from the Greek. 

Mr. G. Sim commnnicated an account of four recent finds of 

I 

coins in Scotland, at Kircudbright, Dunbar, Leith Harbour, and 
Lanark. 

M. de Saulcy communicated a paper '< On the Term T^ em- 
ployed in Holy Scripture to designate, metaphorically, Power." 
It is printed in vol. xii., p. 65. 



Maboh 21, 1872. 
W. S. W. Vaux, Esq., President, in the Chair. 

Henry Clark, Esq., the Eev. Alfired H. Cummings, and Henry 
Webb, Esq., were elected Members of the Society. 

The following presents were announced and laid upon the 
table : — 

1. A bronze medal commemorative of the munificent be- 
quests of the late Mr. Thomas Brown to the Stationers* Com- 
pany, of which an impression will be given annually to a scholar 
of the Stationers' School. From the Stationers* Company. 

2. Monnaies au type Esterlin. Part n. By J. Chautard. 
From W. Blades, Esq. 

8. Report, Proceedings, &c., of the Liverpool Numismatic 
Society. 1st year, 1871. From the Society. 
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Mr. Frentzel exhibited the two varieties of the Prussian war- 
medals given to combatants and non-combatants during the late 
war. 

The Bev. S. S. Lewis exhibited a tetradrachm of Athene, 
differing from one described by M. Beule (p. 865) in giving 
EPMOKPA instead of EPMOK, and thus suggesting that the 
name in full was EPMOKPATHS, and not EPMOKAHS. He 
also exhibited a plated coin of Q-ordian the Third, with ,the 
reverse, tbanqvillitas avog, probably taken from a die of 
PhiUp the First. 

Mr. Herbert Grueber gave an account of the discovery, by 
Mr. J. T. Wood, at Ephesus, in his excavations on the site of 
the Temple of Diana, of a hoard of 2,231 medisBval silver coins, 
and several lumps of the same metal. This paper is printed in 
vol. xii., p. 120. 



April 18, 1872. 
W. S. W. Vaux, Esq., President, in the Chair. 

The following presents were announced and laid upon the 
table :-^ 

1. The Journal of the Boyal Historical and Archaeological 
Association of Ireland. Vol. i., 4th Series, October, 1871. 
From the Society. 

2. Bevue de la Numismatique Beige. 6"* Serie, vol. iv., 
2n»e livraison. From the Society. 

3. Bevue Numismatique. N.S., vol. xiv., 1869. From the 
Society. 

4. Yerhandlungen des Yereins fiir Kunst und Alterthum in 
XJlm und Oberschwaben. N.S., Part I. From the Society. 

5. Compte rendu de la Commission Imperiale Archeologique 
pour Tannee 1869, avec un Atlas. From the Commission. 

6. Bevenue resources of the Mughal Empire. By Edward 
Thomas, Esq., F.B.S. Presented by Colonel Guthrie. 

7. The Coins, Medals, and Tokens of the Dominion of 
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Canada, with a Sapplement. By Alfred Sandham, Esq.. From 
the Anther. 

8. The Montreal Trade Tokens. By Alfred Sandham, Esq. 
From the Author. 

9. Six Canadian Medals. By A. Sandham, Esq. 

10. Nederlandsehe Gedenkpenningen. By Jeronimo de 
Yries and J. C. de Jonge. From W. Blades, Esq. 

Mr. Sheriff Mackenzie sent ibr exhibition a mbbing of an un- 
published London penny of Edward EQ. of England, lately 
found in Sutherlandshire. The words of the legend on the 
obverse are divided by small saltires, x, and the same mark 
occurs between three of the pellets on the reverse. 

Mr. Pearson exhibited a second brass coin of Augustus, of 
considerable rarity, with the type of Victory placing a laurel- 
wreath upon the head of the Emperor on the obverse. 

Mr. Cochran Patrick communicated a paper '' On the Annals 
of the Coinage of Scotland.'' It is printed in vol. zii., p. 16. 



Mat 16, 1872. 
W. S. W. Yaux, Esq., President, in the Chair. 

Henry Christie, Esq., the Rev. B. Y. French, D.D., and 
Henry James, Esq., were elected Members of the Society. 

The following presents were announced and laid upon the 
table : — 

1. The Journal of the Boyal Asiatic Society of Great Britain 
and Ireland. N.S., vol. v., Part IL From the Society. 

2. The Journal of the Boyal Historical and Archaeological 
Association of Ireland. Yol. ii., 4th Series, No. 9. From the 
Society. 

8. Bulletins de la Societe des Antiquaires de TOuest. 4""* 
trimestre de 1871. From the Society. 

4. A Guide to the Select Greek Coins exhibited in electro- 
type in the Gold Ornament Room of the British Museum. By 
Barclay Y. Head, Egq. From the Author. 
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Mr. Henfrey exhibited, on behalf of Mr. Simkiss, of Wolver- 
hampton, a pattern for a sixpence (commonly called a ninepence) 
of Oliver Cromwell, dated 1658, and reading on the obverse 
ANO. SCO. HiB. PBO. ; Weight, 86'5 grains, — a forgery cast from 
one of the preceding, with the following carious additions made 
in the mould : obverse, under the bust, a cap of Liberty and an 
anchor ; reverse, on either side of the shield, the numerals I. — 
X. ; weight, 99 grains, — also a cast from the usual shilling of 
1658. 

Major Hay exhibited two copper coins of Aesemia, in Magna 
Grsscia, one of Dyrrhachium, and one of Samos. 

Mr. Golding exhibited a coin of Neapolis, in Campania, and a 
Roman silver coin of the Csesia family. 

Mr. Cochran Patrick communicated a paper ** On the Annals 
of the Coinage of Scotland, from the Death of Alexander III., 
in 1286, to that of James L, in 1487." Bee vol. xii., p. 83. 



June 20, 1872. 

ANNIVERSARY MEETING. 

W. S. W. Vaux, Esq., President, in the Chair. 

The minutes of the last Anniversary Meeting were read and 
confirmed. The Report of the Council was then read to the 
Meeting, as follows : — 

Gentlemen, — The Council again have the honour to lay be- 
fore you their Annual Report as to the state of the Numismatic 
Society. The Council regret to have to announce their loss by 
death of the four following Members : — 

Henry Frederic Holt, Esq. 

John Francis William, Count de Salis. 

Edward Wigan, Esq., and 

Frederic Wilson, Esq. ; 
and, by resignation, of the seven following Members : — 

Henry Cane, Esq. 
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Charies Clay, Esq., MJ>. 

Sutton F. Gorkrmn, Esq. 

H. W. Rolfe, Esq. 

Mrs. Leigh Sotheby. 

Captaiii Stabbs, ILHJIl., and 

Captain F. C. P. Turner. 
On the other hand they have much pleasure in reeording the 
election of the sixteen foUowing Members : — 
W. B. Baker, Esq. Henry Septimns Gill, Esq. 

P. Bemey Brown, Esq. Henry James, Esq. 

Henry Christie, Esq. Alfred J. Lawson, Esq. 

Henry Clark, Esq. K. M. Nicholson, Esq. 

Bev. A. H. Cnmmings. B. W. Coehran Patrick, Esq. 

Arthur John Evans, Esq. Joseph B. Bipley, Esq. 

Bev. B. V. French, DJ). E. T. Bogers, Esq. 

Percy Gardner, Esq., M.A. Henry Webb, Esq. 

According to our Secretary's Beport, our numbers are there- 
fore, as follows : — 

Original. Elected. Honoruy. Total. 

Members, June, 1871 . . 5 186 88 179 

Since elected — 16 — 16 

5 152 88 195 

Deceased — 4 — 4 

Besigned — 7 — 7 

Erased — 4 — 4 

Members, June, 1872 . . 5 187 88 180 



We proceed to give a brief notice of our deceased Members, 
John Francis William, Count de Salis, and Edward Wigan, Esq. 

Mr. de Salis, who died at his residence, Hillingdon Place, 
Uxbridge, on the 7th August, 1871, of paralysis, with which 
he was seized about three years previous to his death, was the 
son of Peter John Fane de Salis, upon whose father the title of 



NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. 11 

Count of the Holy Roman Empire was conferred in 1748, by 
the Emperor Francis, in reward for his services as Envoy and 
Plenipotentiary at the Court of Queen Anne. Our deceased 
Member was a Justice of the Peace for Middlesex, and only 
forty-five years of age at the time of his death. 

He was an ardent lover of the science of Numismatics, and 
an unwearied student of the Boman branch of the subject. He 
amassed an immense collection of Boman coins, ranging &om 
the earliest specimens of the Consular period down to the latest 
Byzantine, together with the Merovingian, Ostro-Gothic, and 
Yisi-Gothic imitations. His collection, consisting of many thou- 
sand specimens, he presented to our National Museum, and he 
was for years a daily frequenter of the Medal Boom, where he 
spent his time in perfecting the arrangement of the Boman 
Series according to a system of his own. 

In the Consular Cabinets he adopted, with certain modifica- 
tions, the chronological arrangement of Mommsen and the Duke 
de Blacas, entirely abolishing the old alphabetical classification 
according to families. The coins of the Empire he arranged 
under the mints at which they were struck, dividing the coins 
of each Emperor into geographical classes according to their 
mint-marks, and in default of these, by their style and fabric. 
The barbarous imitations of Boman coins he treated in a similar 
way ; and upon this class, which forms the link between the 
Boman and MediaBval money, he bestowed especial study. We 
may here mention that it is a matter of great regret to all who 
take an interest in Boman coins that Mr. de Salis did not live 
to complete the great work which he had in hand, in which he 
intended to explain his reasons for assigning certain coins to 
certain localities by their fabric. The authorities of the Medal 
Boom, respecting the scientific principles on which Mr. de Salis 
based his arrangement, have maintained his classification in- 
tact, although it possesses certain disadvantages for a public 
collection, inasmuch as it is not always easy to find a given coin 
at a moment's notice ; it is, however, acknowledged by all that the 
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system is the only really scientific one, all that is needed being 
a thorough index to it, which we hope some day to see com- 
pleted. Had Mr. de Balis been spared, he would doubtless 
have famished some such index in the work upon which he 
was engaged. He contributed many valuable papers to our 
own Chronicle and to the French Bevue, and his loss will be 
deplored by Numismatists, not only in England, but throughout 
Europe. 

The death of the late Mr. Edward Wigan, which took place 
at Hastings on June 80th, 1871, in the forty-ninth year of his 
age, has left an irreparable gap in the small body of numismatic 
collectors, among whom he stood pre-eminent. Though he 
could not be classed among the ranks of literary Numismatists, 
and though he never contributed any papers to numismatic 
literature, he made his name great as one of the most enter- 
prising and enthusiastic of collectors. With a full appreciation 
of the historical value of a coin, apart from its beauty of design 
or its excellence of execution, and with highly cultivated taste, 
he never hesitated to add to his cabinets any pieces which 
might prove of value to the numismatic student. His collec- 
tions eixibraced nearly the entire range of numismatic study, 
consisting of Greek, Roman, Jewish, Bactrian, English, and 
miscellaneous coins. Many portions of his collections were 
materially assisted, if not in some cases founded, by the acquire- 
ment of the cabinets of well-known coin collectors. His Roman 
gold was formed from the finest collections of the last century, 
the cabinets of Pembroke, Devon, and Thomas having famished 
many of the finest specimens, to which was added the collection 
of the late M. Dupre, chiefly coins of the greatest rarity. The 
Roman large brass, also much enriched by coins from the 
cabinets of the late M. Dupre, are magnificent. The Jewish 
series is based on the collections of M. de Saulcy, and the 
Baetrian on those of Mr. Gibbs ; while the collection of his 
uncle, the late Mr. Wigan, of East Mailing, materially added to 
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his stores. Of all his collections, the only two which at present 
have been thoroughly studied and laid before the public are the 
Roman gold and the Jewish. With an unbounded liberality he 
presented, in 1865, to the Trustees of the British Museum, 
nearly the whole of the series of the Boman gold, with the ex- 
ception of the quinarii. The great value of this collection, botbi 
numismatically and intrinsically, and the number of the coins 
required for the Department of Coins and Medals, have been 
laid before numismatic students in the pages of the Numismatic 
Chronicle (vol. xiz., 1865), whilst the Jewish coins have 
been published in Madden*s *^ History of Jewish Coinage " 
(London, 1864). 

On the death of Mr. Wigan, his entire collection was pur- 
chased by Messrs. Bollin and Feuardent, and the pick of the 
Greek and Boman portions has subsequently been acquired by 
the Department of Coins in the British Museum, by means of a 
special Treasury Grant of ^£10,000, the whole of which sum 
will, however, have to be returned to the Treasury by means of 
an annual deduction to be made from the usual Grant for the 
purchase of coins and medals. 

The Council are glad to be able to congratulate the Society 
on the satisfactory condition of its finances. 
The Treasurer's Beport is as follows : — 
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The Meeting then proceeded to ballot for the officers of the 
ensuing year, when the following gentlemen were elected :— 

President. 
W. S. W. Vaux, Esq., M.A., F.B.S., r.R.A.B. 

Vice -PresidenU. 

S. BmoH, Esq., LL.D. 

Et. Hon. the Eabl of ENNiSKiLLBNy Hon. D.C.L.y 
F.KS., F.G.8. 

Treasurer, 
J. F. Neok, Esq. 

Secretaries. 
John Evans, Esq., F.R.S., F.S,A., F.G.8. 
Babclat Vincent Head, Esq. 

Foreign Secretary/. 
John Tonge Aeebman, Esq., F.S.A. 

Librarian, 
W. Blades, Esq. 

Members of the Council. 

Thomas Jambs Abnold, Esq., F.S.A. 

J. B. Bebone, Esq., F.S.A. 

Sib Henby Dbydbn, Babt. 

Pebgt Gabdneb, Esq., M.A. 

Hebbebt a. Gbuebeb, Esq. 

Majob Hay, H.E.I.C.S. 

B. Stuabt Poole, Esq. 

Rev. Assheton Pownall, M.A., F.S.A. 

J. S. Smallfield, Esq. 

J. Wiluams, Esq., F.S.A. 



